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Integrated Territorial Analysis of the Neighbourhoods

ITAN major findings
What inclusive growth in the Neighbour territories?

Figure 1 compares GDP per capita in three major world regions. In East Asia, 
Dragons clearly caught up with Japan, and developing countries (including China) 
are progressively bridging the gap. In the Americas, emerging and developing Latin 
America does not fill the gap vis-à-vis the US, but the latter experience a rapid GDP 
per capita growth, and Latin America is at level 25 (Mexico excluded, 100=USA). 
In the European region, apart from Israel and Turkey, the gap remains huge: Arab 
Mediterranean Neighbour countries hardly reach a level of 20 (Eurozone=100). 

The ITAN report shows that inclusive growth is a multi-scales stake: (i) locally, because of 
the poor quality of development, access to universal services such as water, and people 
participation in European Neighbour Countries governance; (ii) at national scale, because 
of the rise of regional disparities particularly in countries such as Tunisia or Turkey; (iii) at 
the scale of the wider European region, where discontinuities in development levels are not 
sustainable. 

ESPON applied research 2013/1/22
Final Report, version 17/07/2014

ITAN Scientific Coordinator
Prof. Pierre Beckouche
Université Paris 1 / CIST
+33 (0)6 8699 1466
beckouch@univ-paris1.fr

Figure 1. The development gap does not decrease between Europe and its Neighbours
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ITAN composite indicators provide key information to 
assess the insufficiently inclusive development of the 
Neighbour territories. To begin with, simple classic indi-
cators, such as education and income, shed light on the 
sharp territorial disparities in the Neighbourhoods, on 
three scales: macro-regional, national, local. Education 
is a key condition for inclusive growth. Map 1 shows that 
south-eastern Europe lags behind. So do Mediterranean 
Neighbours yet they have managed rapid progress 
in school enrolment. Still, many difficulties remain in 
particular in rural areas, in particular for women, and in 
particular for people over 30 years.

The employment issue is particularly worrisome in the South 
and East Mediterranean partner countries where 28% of the 
young active are unemployed. A large proportion of graduate 
young adults cannot find any job, due to the inadequacy of 
the training system to labour market and to the scarcity of 

job creation in these countries. It should be added that a lot 
of young people drop out school without finding any job. As a 
result, more than 40% of the 15-24 year old Moroccans are 
allegedly neither at school nor at work.

An unexpected concern is about young girls: in secondary 
school, they happen to be now much more enrolled than 
their elder but also than their masculine counterparts, 
because at this stage boys all too often drop out; the 
contrast is incredibly high between the over-representation 
of girls in secondary school and the under-representation of 
women on the labour market (in particular out of metropol-
itan areas) because young women access to labour confront 
a lot of obstacles. This suggests a rising concern of South 
Mediterranean women, when these numerous educated 
girls will be looking for –lacking– jobs. This contrast is 
particularly strong in eastern Algeria and in its largest 
cities –Algiers, Oran, Constantine. Generally speaking, the 
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Map 1. Higher education: Mediterranean Neighbours and south-eastern Europe lag behind (2010)
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Source: ESPON project (ITAN), CNRS GIS CIST, 2013. Data standardised by IGEAT, 2013

Origin of data: EUROSTAT (2013), National Institutes of Statistics (2000-2011), World Bank & UNESCO, 2013
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* Share of active population with tertiary education) at the latest available year of 2010.

The collected data from the national institutions all over the countries covered by the project are quite disparate in terms of nature, definition, quality and time coverage. Because 
of this variability, data are harmonised against the national values provided by World Bank & UNESCO databases. A cross-multiplication is used to apply the observed ratio at 
the regional scale. These are computed at the SNUTS 3 or 2 level whenever possible, at the national level otherwise.

Share of active population with high education level (%), 2010*
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contrast between western Europe and the Mediterranean 
Neighbourhood is one of the highest among all the indica-
tors; this means that potential cooperation in that field is 
boundless.

Very much related to the previous indicator are incomes. 
Map 3 shows the gap between Russian, Israeli and western 
Turkish territories on the one hand, and almost all other 
European Neighbour Regions on the other. Again, the issue 
of internal inequality proves relevant, particularly in Turkey, 
Egypt, Algeria and Tunisia where the opposition between 
littoral and/or capital city area and the inner territories is 
impressive. In the Near-East, the contrast between Israel 
and the rest of the area is a part of the geopolitical mix. In 
the Western Balkans, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Albania 
appear as the most unequal countries (we do not have 
regional data for Serbia). In Ukraine the contrast is strong 
between the capital city and the rest of the country where 
income seems evenly low.

The evolution of the Human development sums up the 
previous analyses and provides further information. The 
ITAN project carried out an analysis at macro-regional 
scale, at national scale and at local scale thanks to a local 
Human Development Index (HDI). Eastern Neighbours are 
recovering after its harsh 1990s decade, and Mediterranean 

Neighbours keep on improving. As a whole, the divide 
between Europe and its Neighbours has rather decreased in 
the 2000s. Mediterranean Neighbours seem to benefit from 
their long run effort in education, even though they confront 
many remaining qualitative shortcomings in that field. Life 
expectancy is improving in Eastern Neighbourhoods but for 
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Map 2. The gender issue viewed through access to education 
and to labour market. The case of Maghreb

Regional level: SNUTS V1
Source: ESPON Database, ITAN, CNRS GIS-CIST, 2013 - Origin of data: HCP 2013 (MA), Ministry of Education 2013, Tunisie Statistiques 2011 (TN) & ONS 2012, 2013 (DZ) 

© UMS RIATE for administrative boundaries - For some territories no clear international statement exists
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Map 4. Local Human development, index and discontinuities in 
the Neighbourhoods, ca 2010
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Source: ESPON project (ITAN), CNRS GIS CIST, Data harmonised by IGEAT, 2014 - Origin of data: National statistical institutes, US Census, World Bank, 2013
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*The index is based on 3 indicators: ‘life expectancy’, ‘incomes’ and ‘tertiary education’ (proportion of active population 
with tertiary education) at the latest available year between 2000 & 2010. Incomes are not available in all territories, so 
proxies have been used. The proxies used for this indicator are: ‘Wages’, ‘GDP’, ‘Number of cars per Inhabitants’ & 
‘Electricity consumption’.

The collected data from the national institutions all over the countries covered by the project are quite disparate in 
terms of nature, definition, quality and time coverage. Because of this variability, data are harmonised against the 
national values provided by the US Census or World Bank databases. A cross-multiplication is used to apply the 
observed ratio at the regional scale. 

The harmonised values are scaled, which means they are standardised. The average = 0 and the standard deviation = 
1, in order to make them comparable. 

The scaled values are aggregated to form the composite indicators ‘Human development’. These are computed at the 
SNUTS 2 level whenever possible, at the national level otherwise.

Territorial discontinuities of the index, 
according to the standard deviation
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Map 3. Income per capita in the Neighbourhoods, ca 2010
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*’Incomes data at the latest available year of 2010. Incomes are not available in all territories, so proxies are used. The proxies used for this indicator are: ‘Wages’, ‘GDP’, 
‘Number of cars per Inhabitants’ & ‘Electricity consumption’.

The collected data from the national institutions all over the countries covered by the project are quite disparate in terms of nature, definition, quality and time coverage. Because 
of this variability, data are harmonised against the national values provided by World Bank database. A cross-multiplication is used to apply the observed ratio at the regional 
scale. These are computed at the SNUTS 2 or 3 level whenever possible, at the national level otherwise.
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Russia only and from a low level; the picture remains worri-
some particularly for men. The bad situation of the whole 
Ukrainian territory except Kiev City proves that insufficient 
human development is a major component of the country 
ongoing crisis.

In Russia, Ukraine, and Egypt, local records more or less equal 
national values, despite some peculiarities such as Belgorod 
Russian oblast at the immediate north-eastern periphery of 
Ukraine (this territory hosts energy and in particular nuclear 
activities, with high salaries and educated people). But in 
other countries, internal disparities are confirmed, particularly 
in Tunisia and Turkey, where territorial planning and regional 
development appear obviously as key issues.

The Territorial potential is a composite indicator set up 
in the ITAN project. It combines tertiary education, territo-
rial accessibility, and international openness. Assets appear 
clearly in the East –read Russian and not Ukrainian– rather 
than in the South, with Turkey as an intermediate position 
and with, again, an internal high heterogeneity. Moscow and 
Israeli territories are far ahead, but several territories in upper 
Nile Egypt show up. Maghreb, meanwhile, is lagging behind.

This dossier can be consulted online, with extendable images, on
www.gis-cist.fr/portfolio/itan_dossier11

Map 5. Territorial potential, 2010
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*The index is based on 3 indicators: ‘tertiary education’ (proportion of active population with tertiary education) at the 
latest available year between 2000 & 2010, ‘Accessibility index’ & ‘Openness index’. 
‘Accessibility index’ is based on the distance to international ports & airports. ’Openness index’ is based on three 
indicators: number of air seats available in international flights from airport to airport, volume of international maritime 
flows by port & foreign direct investments.

Tertiary education & FDI data from the national institutions all over the countries covered by the project are quite 
disparate in terms of nature, definition, quality and time coverage. Because of this variability, data are harmonised 
against the national values provided by the US Census or World Bank databases. A cross-multiplication is used to 
apply the observed ratio at the regional scale. 

The harmonised values are scaled, which means they are standardised. The average = 0 and the standard deviation 
= 1, in order to make them comparable. 

The scaled values are aggregated to form the composite indicators ‘’Territorial potentialal’. These are computed at the 
SNUTS 2 level whenever possible, at the national level otherwise.
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ITAN project funding
ITAN project is financed by the ESPON 2013 Programme (European 
Observation Network for Territorial Development and Cohesion).
www.espon.eu

ITAN objectives
– Providing territorial evidence for a better knowledge of the 
Neighbourhood territories (from Morocco to Russia and the Arctic 
territories), their dynamics, flows between these regions and the 
ESPON territory

– Building a sustainable database: diverse data types (statistical, 
network, spatial, grid data) at local level in each country of the European 
Neighbourhoods, and mapping analyses

– Giving recommendations on territorial cooperation to be picked-
up in the territorial agenda of the EU Member States, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland and the Neighbour countries, 
and to be included within the European Neighbourhood Policy

ITAN project
www.espon.eu/main/Menu_Projects/Menu_AppliedResearch/itan.html

ITAN consortium
– CNRS / CIST (International College of Territorial Sciences), France

www.gis-cist.fr
– IGEAT, Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium – igeat.ulb.ac.be
– MCRIT, Barcelona, Spain – www.mcrit.com
– NORDREGIO, Stockholm, Sweden – www.nordregio.se
+ close cooperation with a network of scientists of all the Neighbour countries

www.gis-cist.fr/les-enjeux-de-lelection-europeenne-cartes-sur-table/

