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1. The Background of the ESPON project 1.3.3 

The European space finds itself in a moment of profound change. On one hand it is 
adapting to the challenges that are inherent to the global, post-industrial economy. 
A shift from traditional manufacturing towards innovative and service oriented 
activities, the relocation of economic activities to countries where inputs, in 
particular labor, are cheaper, an ageing population in combination with growing in 
migration from non-member countries have an immediate impact on the Europe of 
Regions. On the other hand, the extension of the European Union towards the East 
inevitably triggers complex and Europe-wide processes of social, economic and 
territorial reorganization.  

In this context, this project has found evidence for believing that the role of 
Cultural Heritage and Identity (CHI) may very well become a crucial one. First of 
all, cultural heritage and identity are assets that are putting Europe in pole position 
with respect to the rest of the world, offering all European regions, no one 
excluded, unique social and economic development opportunities. They are 
important inputs for the creative industry and the tourist industry, two of the most 
important (the second already employs more than 10% of the global workforce) 
and dynamic sectors of the post-industrial economy. Furthermore, cultural assets 
are typically place products that can not be separated nor moved from the regions 
they are located in. This makes these economic activities, that may be flourishing 
thanks to the presence of CHI, strictly bound to that location and impossible to re-
localize. Thirdly, many cultural assets and traditions are not only points of reference 
for the local populations but for Europeans as such. Finally, in a Europe that is 
pursuing cohesion and competitiveness contemporarily, CHI forms sort of a natural 
bridge between two (apparently) not always compatible objectives. This means that 
CHI should become a cornerstone of European territorial policy. 

Notwithstanding this belief, the cultural policy of the European Union is very much a 
stealth one, hidden in regional and sector policies that deal with it in an indirect and 
implicit way, often lacking the necessary coordination among them to reach the 
critical mass that makes them truly effective. The Trans-National Project Group 
(TPG) believes that the time is ripe for the implementation of an explicit European 
Regional Cultural Policy. A policy that should be aiming at using CH wisely, which 
means that is ought to give top priority to on the one hand encouraging the use of 
CHI in those regions that are not yet turning this asset in a social and economic 
development potential and on the other safeguard CHI in those regions that risk to 
compromise the (long term) integrity of the asset and hence the development 
potential by exposing them to an excessive use pressure. 

In order to formulate concrete territorial cultural policies, the analysis of the supply 
and the use of CHI in the European Union is of fundamental importance. With 
respect to other ESPON projects, that could limit themselves to the mere reading 
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and interpretation of available Europe-wide (already an awkward task), the ESPON 
1.3.3 was aware from the beginning that it had to start from scratch and construct 
such a data-base as good and quick as it could. In other words, the CHI project was 
not about reading a book but rather about writing and reading it. Although the 
progress that has been made is, according to the TPG, substantial, further work 
needs to be done. In fact, one of the principal policy recommendation is to use the 
analysis that is presented in this report as a building block for the construction of a 
European Cultural Heritage Observatory, an observatory that provides constant and 
consistent inputs for an explicit European policy regarding one of its most precious 
assets, namely that of cultural heritage and identity. 

 

2. Objectives and organisation of the ESPON project 1.3.3 

As was mentioned before, the ESDP document mentions the necessity to include 
cultural heritage issues into European planning practices. In an effort to provide 
support to a territorial dimension in policy development for an enlarging European 
Union, the challenge of ESDP was looking for (planning) policies, and cultural 
policies were just one of the policies considered, that might contribute to the 
achievement of more territorial cohesion among European Regions. More recently, 
competitiveness and sustainability, as a synthesis of cohesion and competition, 
were added as explicit dimensions of a European territorial policy. 

The ESPON project 1.3.3 tries to meet such challenge, producing an analytic toolkit 
for analysis of the role and spatial effects of the cultural heritage and identity of 
European regions, and of the integration of CHI in European planning.  

The first step the TPG took in this direction has been to select a meaningful list of 
components of cultural heritage and identity, building upon existing, practicable and 
measurable categories. Subsequently, territorial indicators for mapping cultural 
aspects covering the European territory are defined and calculated in the EU27+2 
space, and a regional typology is developed according to different methods of 
multivariate analysis of such indicators. Finally, this information is integrated with 
evidence coming from a wide number of case studies to yield policy objectives and 
recommendations for ESDP, at the European, regional and, whenever possible, local 
scale. 

The absence of a Europe-wide database − that exists for many other different 
sectors of analysis in the ESPON programme − was acknowledged to be absent in 
the case of cultural resources from the moment the proposal to ESPON was 
formulated. The Lead Partner, the University Ca’Foscari of Venice, in fact, took up 
to built right from the start an extensive network of partner universities and 
research institutes(Ernst-Moritz-Arndt Universität Greifswald, Germany; European 
Institute for Comparative Urban Research (EURICUR), Rotterdam, The Netherlands; 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium; Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, 
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Spain; Nottingham Business School, United Kingdom; University of Thessaly, Volos, 
Greece; Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal; University of Copenhagen, Denmark; 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland; Savonlinna Institute for Regional 
Development and Research, Universty of Joensuu, Finland; University of Pardubice, 
Czech Republic; and the Institut National de Recherche sur les Transports et leur 
Sécurité – INRETS, subcontractor of KUL) each to be responsible for the gathering 
of national and regional statistics for a limited number of countries. 

The network of partners proved to be of crucial importance for the progression that 
has been made in understanding the presence and the use of cultural heritage in a 
Europe of regions. The complexity of the network, however, also meant that 
considerable efforts had to be invested in the coordination and the streamlining of 
the activities that the partners had to develop. The absence of coordination would 
surely have compromised the quality of the data-set, especially in terms of 
comparability of the information, an issue that has proved to be awkward in itself, 
as will become clear in the report. A substantial effort has been dedicated to the 
discussion of theoretical issues, definitions and methods of data compilation. 
Although this “democratic” way of proceeding gave to many the impression that 
deadlines could never be met, it proved to be essential for the creation of a reliable 
data-base and forms the basis of the analysis that otherwise would have been 
meaningless.  

Three features of the TPG management proved to be of importance in particular. 
The first was the importance given to the partner meetings in Venice, Rotterdam 
and Barcelona, that paved the way for the homogenous approach regarding 
information and its use that characterizes the 1.3.3 programme. The presence of 
members of the ESPON CU in Rotterdam and the final meeting in Venice was also 
much appreciated (and should be standard procedure in all ESPON projects). 
Secondly, the TPG has been structured in a hierarchal way in the sense that the 
Lead Partner has been assisted by the Universities of Barcelona, Leuven and 
Rotterdam for specific management tasks. Thirdly, the inputs provided by the 
Scientific Committee meetings that were organised in occasion of the TPG meetings 
helped to impose clear standards and procedure.  

 

3. Theoretical framework of the project  

The ESPON project 1.3.3 builds upon the rationale of previous project experience 
within ESDP (Study Programme for European Spatial Planning – SPESP, group 1.7 
“cultural assets and cultural landscapes”) and on other key documents like the 
Council of Europe’s European Landscape Convention and UNESCO’s ‘Man and 
Biosphere’ program. According to these access points, cultural landscapes and built 
heritage need to be protected - and their utilisation enhanced - not only because 
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they are valuable markers of human history, but also for general development to be 
sustainable. 

Much research on the economics and geography of culture has been opportunity-
driven. Tourism, and cultural tourism in particular, has unsurprisingly been the 
main focus. Cultural tourism is possibly the most immediate strategy to make the 
heritage “rentable”. On the other hand, the threats determined by excessive tourist 
pressure on the cultural assets have been (and to a large extent still are) an 
“emergency” for many European regions all through the 1980s and 1990s, causing 
fundamental revisions in common thinking and strategic attitudes towards tourism 
development. Established destinations like Venice, Toledo, Rhodos, Sintra, 
Salzburg, the Loire Valley, or world heritage sites in the “new Europe” like Český 
Krumlov, Pécs, Cracow, Tallinn, Paphos are regularly flooded with visitors without 
any sensible long-term benefit being brought to the host community. Furthermore, 
a multiplication of occasions occurs in which the very integrity and symbolic 
significance of such heritage assets is under threat.  

To address the dilemmas posed by tourism development in heritage cities, a stream 
of research has been carried out by the main contractor Ca’ Foscari University of 
Venice and other partners under the aegis of UNESCO-ROSTE during the 1990s 
(Van der Borg and Gotti 1995; van der Borg 1996; Russo 2000; Russo et al. 2001; 
Russo 2002). The “Alternative Tourist Routes in Cities of Art” and “Tourism 
Management in Heritage Cities” projects, both conducted in a partnership with the 
EURICUR organisation at the Erasmus University of Rotterdam, established in 
operational terms the value of heritage as a resource for cities and small historical 
towns, which may promote tourism as a strategy for local economic development 
based on local assets, seeking to optimize the levels of pressure of tourism under 
the constraint of viable socio-economic development. 

Widely-used tourism management tools such as the tourist carrying capacity
 (Van 

der Borg 1993; Canestrelli and Costa 1991; Lindberg et al. 1997) and tourism area 

life-cycle (Butler 1980; Martin and Uysal 1990; Russo 2004) have been extended to 
encompass the most evident relations between the tourism development patterns 
in a city and the possibility to bring forward the conditions for sustainable growth. 
Their operationalisation in a network of European “heritage cities” has allowed to 
refine practices and processes of urban policy 

Governance issues have been also dealt with, developing the concept of heritage 

stakeholdership as the community of interest which can guarantee the 
(re)production of culture in a given territory. This concept, which hints at notion of 
social and intellectual capital of a community, has marked spatial and economic 
features and is significantly dynamic in nature. It is assumed that heritage 
stakeholdership is tied to the development cycle activated by tourism in a region, 
which may ultimately result in unsustainable changes. the relation between 
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heritage and territory identifying “crisis areas” (at NUTS III level) where the 
tourism development of a given territory was subject to “unbalances”: either an 
excessive pressure threatening to harm cultural assets, or an insufficient capacity 
to put to proper value the concentration of heritage assets in one area. As a 
consequence of the erosion in their stakeholdership base, a territory would not 
generate the resources needed for heritage preservation, and in the long term it is 
subject to dangers of “simplification” and loss.  

One of the main pretext for this study has been the enlargement of Europe: new 
member states generate new economic, social and physical pressures on the 
European cultural assets, but at the same time contribute to a redefinition and a re-
focalisation of the very concepts of culture and identity.  

In fact, in May 2004, 10 new countries have joined the European Union, and other 
two are going to join in 2007. The new countries represent not only an addendum 
of 74 million new citizens and a territory of some 738,000 kmq, but also 
numberless languages, dialects and ethnic groups, as well as a remarkable total of 
49 sites in UNESCO’s World Heritage List (an increase of more than 20% on the 
previous figure in EU15), which add up to the 240 existing in the EU-15 territory. 
Within them, hundreds of regions, characterised by different cultures, languages, 
and systems of belief even within the same country.  

The project addressed the issue what enlargement means in term of valorisation 
and conservation of the cultural heritage of European regions, and what is the 
impact of an extension of the “cultural boundaries” of Europe for economic and 
social development? The two issues are closely related. 

� Increased cultural complexity at the local, regional and pan-continental level: 
Europe, and each of its territories, will be richer in cultural resources: more 
attractive, more interesting, more “contestable”.  

� More opportunities for cultural identification for European communities: the 
enlargement toward neighbouring countries re-brings in the European 
community traces of the heritage of its citizens, who have the opportunity of re-
discovering their past traditions and languages.  

� More room and coordination potential for cultural planning: the enlarged “scale” 
of the cultural resources of Europe, in terms of landscapes and intangible 
heritage, means that more possibilities are given to integrate development 
strategies based on the recognition and valorisation of culture across territories.  

� Additional impulses to human mobility, both driven by cultural consumption 
(tourism), and a result of a wider availability of cultural intangible elements (a 
“safer” migration, higher levels of quality of life in selected locations, the 
attractiveness of cultural production milieus, etc.).  



6 

 

Face to these trends, there is a tangible threat that economically backwards regions 
will be tempted to “fill the gap” that divides them from the richer regions by 
abusing the cultural resources, for instance investing in a “bite and run” model of 
tourism development with little consideration for the necessity to conserve the 
resources when compared with large short-term receipts.  With unemployment 
levels in the entering countries almost double than that of EU 15, these countries 
are only partially to blame if they can’t – alone – control the development of a 
tourism industry which is ever more global and hence less constrainable by regional 
policy frameworks. Examples where the heritage has been partly sacrificed in 
change of a possibility to earn ‘easy money’ are already abundant. Prague, Cracow, 
Tallinn are examples of cities where the models of use of the heritage have entered 
in conflict with the present and future needs of the local population. Whole regions 
are undergoing profound social and economic transformations that put in peril a 
fragile and largely intangible heritage.  

Other dangers come from the loss of “stakeholdership” for heritage and culture in 
general which result from migration and added ethnic complexity; from the 
possibility of conflict in the “recognition” of heritage (Graham et al. 1998); and 
from the new physical pressures that a larger, more complex Europe poses to 
irreproducible assets in terms of infrastructure development and pollution levels.  

Clearly, a further expansion of Europe could be a challenge but a larger and 
institutionally stronger Europe could also be a way to come to terms with it: in 
terms of regulation for the conservation and promotion of the heritage, and 
because in it there may flourish “networks of knowledge” which reinforce the 
capacity of each member region to address and manage emerging issues.  

It may be argued that the identification of a “European culture” and of its inner 
diversity gives the opportunity to translate the abstract concept of Europe into a 
cohesive political entity. Europe is indeed represented by a complex of institutions, 
ideas and expectations, habits and feelings, moods, memories and prospects that 
form a “glue” binding Europeans together. We can therefore strengthen the 
“European civic society” sharing such ideas and values. At the same time, the 
European culture and history represent significant bases for the political integration. 
That is why cultural landscapes and built heritage should be protected and valorised 
as valuable markers of our common identity. The idea of European cultural space 
cannot be defined in opposition to national cultures, as it is represented by the 
variety of numerous national and regional cultures; but a stratification of the 
European space according to “potentials” from - or threats to - cultural heritage and 
identity may be a powerful input in the search for greater cohesion and 
permeability between European regions. 

The territorial dimension in policy development is indeed a key issue in the context 

of an enlarging European Union. The TPG shares the belief that within the new 
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Europe the nation-states, still being well defined as territorial administrative 

entities, are giving up some of their political importance and cultural coherence.  

In coherence with the objectives of the ESPON project 1.3.3, rather than on a 
“static definition” and an inventory approach to heritage resources, the TPG has 
focused on the spatial effects (expressions) of cultural heritage and on the dynamic 
interrelations between cultural heritage and identity and social and economic 
development trends. 

However, there are a number of semantic problems in defining heritage in the 
necessary operational terms. First, the conceptualisation of heritage either as (a) a 
static set of features of the territory, or (b) cultural identity as both the result and 
the engine of the social and economic dynamics of communities in the space. 
Between these two extremes one can place official definitions of cultural heritage 
that are given in international treaties and endorsed by organisations, some of 
them mostly dealing with the preservation and promotion of culture, and thus 
focusing on property, closer to (a), others concerned with the importance of culture 
as a driver for socio-economic prosperity and integration, and thus more focusing 
on the function of heritage, closer to (b).  

Secondly, as the project deals with the spatial effects of the heritage, it is 
methodologically very difficult to attach a spatial dimension to intangible cultural 
features and to account for the complexity from the superimposition of different 
cultural element on the space, which led the TPG to reduce the “dimensions” of 
culture to a selected number of measurable categories which can be reconnected to 
a NUTS III spatial level. This approach is based on the notion that cultural heritage 
has a “process nature”: the activities of creation, reproduction and preservation or 
destruction of the heritage assets are deeply embedded in the social and economic 
transformation of a territory and in its cultural identity. 

The following statements are standpoints of this approach: 

� Cultural heritage is a renewable resource, although to a limited extent, because 
it does not just “exist” out there, but is continuously being (re-)produced and 
(re-)elaborated. 

� Cultural heritage is a phenomenon of social organization: it is based on social 
practices. Cultural value is produced through cultural/social practices. As such, 
CH is intimately linked to the civil society and participation in civic activities. 

� There are subjects that are active agents in producing Cultural heritage, and 
objects that are the outcomes of the activities of the agents. The two interact in 
the manner described by Giddens (1984). 
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4. Classification and measurement of CHI components 

Cultural heritage and identity components have been conceptually subdivided into 
different categories which can be distinguished for the type of spatial effects that 
they generate. Data have been collected regarding:  

A – MONUMENTS  

Historical buildings (churches, palaces and castles, old mansions, bridges, 
fountains, etc.) and sites (caves, archaeological remains, battlefields, etc.) have 
marked spatial characteristics because they are an immobile, structural element of 
the territory. They generate “flows”, mostly physical flows of visitors and users, and 
possibly also financial flows from their economic exploitation. Most countries do 
have national or regional registers of the cultural heritage, subdivided by typology, 
that are normally available on the web or in geo-referenced format on request.  

B – PROTECTED CULTURAL LANDSCAPES AND CONJUNCTS 

This category focuses on the interaction of different cultural elements and on their 
spatial pattern. These assets have composite nature and occupy a large area in the 
space, so that it is not possible to pinpoint them to an exact location. Rather that a 
physical address, they involve a “delimitation” of a territory from the recognition of 
a “common cultural element” over the physical space. They are subject to different 
levels of protection. Data have been collected on entries in national lists.  

C – MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 

This category includes collections of movable tangible heritage and focuses on their 
“institutionalisation” in a man-made exhibition space (museum or gallery) which 
also has value as a place for furthering, interpretation and dynamisation of a 
specific cultural theme or identity of a place. They have spatial impacts because 
they generate flows and because they can be “moved” or “grouped” in strategic 
locations.  

D - EVENTS 

Intangible heritage assets are immaterial expressions of a territory, of a community 
or of different communities insisting on the same regions, of its economic and social 
history. They thus provide a “symbolic” backbone for the very recognition of the 
physical cultural markers of the heritage. Cultural events may be conceived as an 
explicitation of the cultural idiosyncrasy of a territory, stretching in range from the 
celebration of traditional folklore to the increasing multiculturalism of metropolitan 
cities. Only those events with certain characteristics which stress their “spatial 
effect” and their connection with the local cultural identity, and these criteria have 
been followed in whatever case it was possible to operate such discrimination 
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E – CULTURAL DIVERSITY  

Languages, religions, ethnic groupings, social structures are expression of the local 
identity. The selection criterion for these assets should be the existence of spatial 
expressions and effects, which need to be visible, traceable, and measurable. The 
key idea here has been to rank regions according to the cultural diversity - which 
may have positive (a larger development potential from hybridisation of capacities) 
as well as negative (a diluted identity) connotations. Information on the 
classification of the residents of a region per nationality and ethic descent, have 
been considered.  

F - CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS 

A dynamic conceptualisation of cultural heritage needs to address the capacity of 
people to “use” the cultural heritage of a territory in order to generate revenues. A 
large share of population employed in cultural industries is an element that gives 
substance to the concept of dynamic heritage: either because they allow its 
communication and transmission, or because they re-elaborate and discuss its 
symbolic value, generating new cultural meanings. Yet to measure the “creative” 
intensity of a regional economic system it was decided instead to count people 
having “cultural” or creative professions independently from the sector of activity in 
which they are employed. This calculus involves a delimitation of professions 
(according to a selection of ISCO-88 codes) to be considered “creative”, which has 
been derived from other EU financed studies on the matter1.  

G - CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND ORGANISATIONS 

This category includes elements which contribute to the forwarding and 
transmission of the heritage: institutions and organisations which are not to be 
considered as cultural heritage per se but reflect the “will” of a community to 
further, share and promote their cultural heritage, thus defining their identity; 
namely theatres, cinemas and public libraries. These assets have marked spatial 
effects because they generate flows (for instance, audiences to performances or 
students flowing in a place and enhancing its social capital) and networks within 
and over territories.  

H - INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL 

The TPG has also looked at the social side of heritage, taking into consideration the 
“intellectual capital” of the region, that is the extension of the “capacities” on which 
the region can count to further its heritage and identity or, else, to dynamise it and 
valorise it. A region with outstanding cultural features (good universities, high 

                                                 
1 LEG project “CULTURAL STATISTICS IN THE EU”, EUROSTAT Working Paper Population 

and social conditions 3/ 2000/E/N° 1; and the EUROCULT21 project available on-line 
http://www.eurocult21.org/. 
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levels of quality of life, aesthetically inspiring and well-preserved landscapes) is 
capable of attracting the top skilled workers and the best creative talents; on the 
other hand, these contribute to further growth and diversity of the cultural fabric of 
the region. Data have been collected on number of graduates in higher education 
institutions and population over 15 in a region with high attainment level. 

I - CULTURAL EXCELLENCE 

Aside from these categories, other data regarding “cultural excellence” of Europe 
have been collected. These data regard cultural components classified uniformly 
over the EU territory as part of networks of excellence in specific fields of cultural 
activity. Data collection at this level is bound to offer a “benchmark” in order to 
distinguish the “quality” of the data collected from various data sources and provide 
additional information regarding the spatial distribution of development potentials 
in the EU27+2 territory. Data have been collected on: 

o Theatres belonging to the European Theatre Convention (ETC) 

o Opera companies belonging to the network Opera Europa 

o Museums that are members of ICOM  

o Cities that have been European Capitals of Culture (1985-2008) 

o Film festivals listed in two main portals, http://www.eurofilmfest.org and 
http://www.filmfestivals.com  

o UNESCO Wold Heritage Sites, subdivided by type (prehistoric relicts, ancient 
ruins, ancient to medieval monuments, town, town centres, villages, religious 
buildings, secular buildings, technical constructions, cultural landscapes).  

 

5. Indicators of CHI 

Information in different heritage categories of need to be composed with other 
information in order to produce spatial indicators, that is, measures which allow a 
significant measurement and ranking of the space according to different aspects of 
interest for this project, and namely the type of spatial effects that they are likely 
to produce.  

Spatial indicators should be conceived as ratios; the composition of two or more 
quantitative measures in one indicator allows the “measurement” (and to some 
extent the “ordering”) of the territory according to specific dimensions.  

The most interesting for this study are: 

� PRESENCE of heritage assets (in absolute numbers) 

� DENSITY of heritage assets (assets per kmq) 
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� POTENTIAL USE PRESSURE FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS AND VISITORS  

� AVAILABILITY OF CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE (n. of theatres, cinema screens, 
public libraries per 1,000 inhabitants) 

Other spatial indicators refer to the characteristics of the population:  

� CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS IN WORKFORCE  

� INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL  

� DIVERSITY of population according to nationality or ethnic groupings.  

It is also conceptually useful to differentiate between: 

Supply indicators. Density indicators are the most adequate to represent supply 
because they reveal the existence of a concentration of resources which are likely 
to be at the core of a “supply system” of culture. A regional analysis of the location 
patterns of CH elements can be the instrument to detect possible cross border 
cultural linkages and opportunities for the construction of cultural networks.  

Demand indicators: use pressure indicators (albeit potential) partly reflect the 
existence (supply) of the heritage, but introduce the issue of its “use”. They have a 
higher degree of ambiguity because they are dependent on assumptions, estimates 
and management practices. Thus, they need to be evaluated in combination with 
qualitative indicators which are not always available at the level of a single asset or 
at the regional level; these aspects will be investigated at case study level.  

Structural indicators: indicators like population diversity, the availability of 
cultural infrastructure, the orientation to creativity of the local society and the 
intellectual capital present in a region illustrate the potential to engage in processes 
of cultural production and reproduction, which is at the basis of a cultural dynamics. 
Thus, a territory under-endowed in heritage resources but strong in human capital 
and quality of life aspects has better chances to valorise and “use” its resources 
than “culturally rich” territories which are poor in structural conditions. 

The resulting structure of the indicators is illustrated in Figure 1. For every indicator 
for which there is sufficient area coverage, maps have been built, at NUTS III level. 
The NUTS II level has been used as an alternative only in case that the coverage at 
NUTS III level proved to be insufficient.  

Thus, 20 “descriptive” maps (12 at NUTS III level and 8 at NUTS II level, are 
delivered plus 2 maps of “cultural excellence” based on categories I1-I6. Whenever 
the regional cover of collected data has not been complete, the data has not been 
used to compile maps but only as a reference in the elaboration. 

It should be stressed that in some cases the representations of the phenomena 
captured by the use of one or more indicators is only approximated due to the large 
dishomogeneity in the nature and structure of the collected data among regions, 
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which is only partly eliminated by smoothing techniques and the recurrence to 
complementary data sources.  

A further warning to the reader regards the variation of reference years for data 
used to construct the same map. The consequences of this shortcoming remain 
limited. In effect, the analysis has a distinct structural rather than a dynamic 
character and therefore it can safely be assumed that in a limited time span these 
structural features are only marginally influenced by differences in the years of 
reference of the information used for the analysis.   
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Figure 1 Structure of indicators 

 

Heritage 

categories

Cat. # Description Presence Density Availability Potential use pressure 

(locals)

Potential use pressure 

(visitors)

Potential use pressure 

(integrated)

Diversity index % of population

A Immovable individual 

assets: monuments and 

sites

A.0: n. of assets in region A.1: n. of assets in region per 

kmq

A.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

A.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

A.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

B Immovable entities: 

protected landscapes and 

conjuncts

B.0: n. of entities in region B.1: n. of entities in region per 

kmq

B.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

B.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

B.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

C Movable objects in 

collections: museums and 

galleries

C.0: n. of museums in region C.1: n. of museums in region 

per kmq

C.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

C.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

C.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

Intangible heritage D Celebrations of local 

culture: events

D.0: n. of events in region D.1: n. of events in region per 

kmq

D.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

D.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

D.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

E1 Groupings of resident 

population by nationality

E.1: Shannon index of cultural 

diversity by nationality of 

residents

E2 Groupings of resident 

population by ethnic 

descent

E.2: Shannon index of diversity 

by ethnic descent of residents

F Cultural and creative 

professionals

F.1: cultural and creative 

professionals as a share of 

active population

G1 Theaters G.21: n. of theaters per 1,000 

inhabitants

G2 Cinema screens G.22: n. of cinema screens per 

1,000 inhabitants

G3 Public libraries G.23: n. of public libraries per 

1,000 inhabitants

H1 University output: graduates 

in local HE

H.11: graduates in local higher 

education as a percentage of 

local population

H2 Attainment level of 

population (high)

H.12: percentage of local 

residents with high attainment 

level (ISCED-97 codes 5 and 6)

CLASSES OF INDICATORS

Tangible heritage

Identity

Infrastructure

Intellectual capital

SUPPLY OF HERITAGE DEMAND OF HERITAGE

STRUCTURAL INDICATORS OF 

HERITAGE



6. Key descriptive maps based on indicators of CHI 

The sheer number of heritage assets in a region allows an overview of the 
distribution and localisation of cultural assets in Europe. The map in Figure 2, 
though, represents rather an illustration of existing structural inconsistencies and 
lack of homogeneity in data sources than proof of regional differences in the 
endowment with CHI, tending to over-represent regions where the (public) 
protection and listing of the heritage assets is more exhaustive (and efficient), as is 
the case in Sweden. On the contrary, countries that, though full of riches, have to 
be more selective in their efforts or have to leave more to the private sector (Italy 
and Greece above all) are evidently penalised in this representation. 

Secondly, from this first map emerges a second problem that is linked to the use of 
indicators that merely count the number of objects in regions, a problem common 
to all ESPON projects. Due to the difference in the extension of NUTS III (as 
measured for example in km2), countries with smaller NUTS III areas (e.g. 
Germany) result structurally under-represents regions (since the probability that 
small regions are endowed with CHI is small) while countries with larger NUTS III 
areas are obviously well represented (since the probability that small regions are 
endowed with CHI is large). 

The first bias can only be eliminated through a substantial revision of the database 
itself. The TPG utilised the averages values and distribution of data collected in 
occasion of the SPESP project by group 1.7 “cultural assets and natural landscapes” 
to calibrate the absolute values in “outlier” countries (Italy, Greece, Sweden) in 
ESPON 1.3.3. A new indicator Aº is thus created, using the corrected database. The 
result can be observed in Fig. 3.  

The second bias (variation of area extension) is eliminated by producing a map of 
densities as captured by indicator A.1. The resulting map is presented in Figure 4. 
The concentration of protected heritage assets in space could be considered (with 
darker coloured regions characterised by “high” values and lighter coloured regions 
by “low” values) a proxy of the attractiveness of the region, under the assumption 
that the higher the number of resources that can be found in proximity of a certain 
point, the larger economic potential for development from tourism but also from 
other forms of valorisation of local culture: education, heritage industry, creative 
industry; these all need a “spatial critical mass” to attract the investments and 
infrastructure that is needed for development. 
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Figure 2 Map of Europe based on indicator A.0  
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Figure 3 Map of Europe based on indicator A.0º (A.0 dataset calibrated 

according to the SPESP database of cultural attractions) 
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# 1 Dot = 1 - 50 monuments
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Algorithm.-
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Source and other metadata information:
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Presence of monuments, corrected database

A.0

Reference year:
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BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; 
BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
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Figure 4 Map of Europe based on indicator A.1  
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Algorithm.-

N. of registered monuments and sites in national lists, 
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(see 1.3.3 Final Report for weighing procedure) per square Km.

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Area data from ESPON shapefile information. NUTS III

Density of monuments, corrected database

Aº.1

Reference year:

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
Area data: 2005 (source EUROSTAT)
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The map reveals that – structural inconsistencies aside − European heritage is 
concentrated, broadly speaking, in a relatively limited number of regions; again 
coastal regions emerge, as well as metropolitan areas. 

Diversity in foreign nationalities within a region (heritage category E1) reflects the 
exploding human mobility that characterises contemporary societies, with 
increasing shares of non-nationals inhabiting regions and especially the largest 
European metropolitan areas, as temporary workers, students, retired people, 
refugees and migrants seeking a new nationality, and also global elites of transient 
urban dwellers, generating what Martinotti calls “fourth generation metropolis” 
which are sustainable to the extent that they accommodate such diversity and use 
it to position themselves in global networks. The emerging map of cultural diversity 
of European regions is illustrated in Figure 5.  

The map highlights which regions are more “open” to foreign nationalities and 
reflect very closely the pressures at the borders of Europe as well as the new 
destination countries which receive the highest number of foreigners. It is quite 
surprising to see that as a legacy of the national complexity of former USSR. It is 
also interesting to note the high level of diversity in Europe’s most important 
financial and political hubs, in border regions, as well as in the “pleasure 
peripheries” (Spanish coasts, Southern France, Tuscany) which increasingly attract 
retired people and foreigners in search of a lifestyle change.  

The share of local workers (active population) engaging in cultural professions is an 
indication of how “embedded” culture is in local production systems, and as such, of 
its importance as an axis of economic development, but also of diversification and 
social inclusion. The data from the most recent Labour Force Survey (2005) are 
only available at NUTS II level. The corresponding map in Figure 6 illustrates in 
which regions and countries culture is more intensively used as source of material 
development.  

The map highlights the importance of cultural employment in large cities, especially 
in Central-Northern Europe (but also in Madrid, Vienna, Rome), but also in 
countries which have characterised themselves with the high degree of “creativity” 
– or the capacity to elaborate cultural values into knowledge-based industries, like 
Finland (telecom), Sweden (design, electronics), the Netherlands (media, 
publishing), Switzerland (design, architecture). Surprising is the emergence of a 
number of particularly active creative clusters in the new member countries, 
especially in the South-East. 
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Figure 5 Map of Europe based on indicator E.1 
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Figure 6 Map of Europe based on indicator F.1 
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as a percentage of active population in 2001
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7. Regional typologies 

In coherence with the objectives of the project, the TPG has focused in Work 
Package 3 on the spatial effects (expressions) of cultural heritage, and on 
correspondent stratifications of the European space through the production of 
regional typologies.  

In synthesis, the main information on the project output in terms of performance 
indicators and maps produced is provided in Table 1 below. 

 

Table 1 Performance indicators developed in ESPON project 1.3.3 as from 

priority 1 

No. of spatial indicators developed  

- in total 30 

covering  

- the EU territory 30 

- more than the EU territory  

No. of spatial indicators applied 22 

- in total 22 

covering  

- the EU territory 22 

- more than the EU territory  

No of spatial concepts defined 3 

• potential demand or use pressure  

• supply 

• cultural orientation (8 classes) 

 

No of spatial typologies tested 3 

No of EU maps produced 52 

No of ESDP policy options addressed in that 

field 

5 

• Urban-rural relationships 

• Polycentric development 

• Territorial cohesion 

• Competitiveness versus subsidiarity 

• Wise use of cultural heritage 
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After experimentation, the TPG has decided to exclude the use of cluster or factor 
analysis for the development of regional typologies; in fact, the incompleteness of 
the database produced trivial results. For this reason, the TPG has looked for 
“second best” methods to achieve a stratification of the European territory 
according to different aspects of interest to this project.  

“A priori” labels are established, capturing different aspects and impacts of culture. 
Through the identification and the “loading” of the indicators in the database that 
influence such labels, they can be manipulated into complex indices, and the 
regions ranked accordingly. Of course, this technique is less solid than advanced 
statistical techniques like those proposed above; yet it has the indubitable 
advantages of simplicity and “interpretability”.  

- Demand and supply of cultural heritage  

A first analytic approach to the construction of regional typologies considers the 
supply of cultural resources and potential demand.  

A composite “supply indicator” was built including only the aspects of culture that 
are more explicitly identifiable as supply, therefore only indicators A to D (heritage, 
protected landscapes, museum and events), and especially considering density, as 
concentration in space increases the chances that individual resources are 
integrated − functionally and in the perception of potential users − as a supply 
system. The mapping of “potential demand” follows the same ranking procedure. 
The indicators considered are potential use pressure by tourists and locals at NUTS 
II level, at which tourist data are available.  

The next step in this analysis regards the “match” between (potential) demand and 
supply; this finally yields a subdivision the territory into “categories” which are 
affected by different problems, to which adequate solutions can be proposed. Each 
point in the resulting scatterplot corresponds to a couplet of values of potential 
demand and supply of heritage in that region. Ignoring points that are too close to 
the origin to be significantly different from a “normal” situation2, we focus on the 
points that lie above a critical threshold of 0.75 times the standard deviation.  

The resulting map is shown in Figure 7. Regions coloured in pale yellow are those 
which are in relative balance. Green areas are those where high demand goes 
together with high supply, generating a potential for sophisticated strategies of 
heritage valorisation (among them are Vienna, Muenster, Liguria, Malta and Inner 
London). Ochre areas need better valorisation of their assets (among them are 
Brussels, Antwerp, Prague, Berlin, and most Dutch metropolitan regions. Pink areas 

                                                 
2 The pale yellow area includes regions for which the normalised squares of x and y is 

inferior to 1.5 times the standard deviation for each variable, or P2+S2<1.52 where P: 
potential demand of heritage, or Aº.4+B.4+C.4+D.4, and S: supply of heritage, or 
Aº.1+B.1+C.1+D.1, where A, .., D have been all normalised to mean: 0 and variance: 1. 
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are the ones more “at risk” from excessive pressure and need careful conservation 
and diversification of culture. Among them, are the regions of the most important 
European “star destinations” (Venice, Florence, Salzburg), plus Greater Manchester, 
Cyprus, Schleswig-Holstein). Finally light blue areas need to generate more cultural 
resources to become more attractive. In this region we find some Eastern-European 
regions especially in Bulgaria, Romania and Poland. This stratification offers 
immediate policy indications especially in terms of coordinated tourism 
management and conservation across Europe.  
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Figure 7 Classification of NUTS II regions according to unbalances between 

potential demand and supply of heritage resources, critical threshold 

0.75*st. dev.  
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Algorithm.-
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Various sources. See regional metadata 
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Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1;B.1;C.1;
D.1;Aº.2; B.2;C.2;D.2

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

BALANCE IN USE PRESSURE
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- Functions of culture  

The construction of a regional typology based on the relative strength or 
specialisation or each region according to the various cultural components 
considered in this study is made more interesting by combining various indicators 
to highlight more general “functional aspects” of culture. These may be compared 
but not ordered: one function is not necessarily “inferior” to another (but generates 
different territorial effects). At the same time, they allow the ordering of region 
according to each specialisation: one region can be over- or under-endowed in 
relation to one particular specialisation, and at the same time in relation to others, 
achieving a multiple specialisation or “excellence” in culture.  

Cultural heritage and identity components are thus rearranged according to their 
relevance with regard to three “functions” or specialisations: 

o The conservation of culture: culture as an asset – tangible or intangible - 
with ethic value and carrier of local identity, which needs to be defended 
against territorial and market trends which compromise the stability of its 
provision.  

o The production of culture: culture as a “commodity” which needs to be 
(re)produced not only to reconstitute the cultural capital which is one key 
component of contemporary social and economic development and which is 
continuously wasted due to its idiosyncratic nature, but also (and 
increasingly so) as a source of economic development insofar it is embedded 
in production processes (creative industries and other knowledge-intensive 
economic sectors).  

o The valorisation of culture: culture as a set of social norms and capacities 
which enrich the local communities and that may be used by the latter to 
“make themselves known” to the other communities in order to establish 
good relations for social and economic exchange. 

 

To achieve an ordering of the regions according to each of the specialisations 
considered and their combinations, it is assumed that each of the cultural 
components, measured through the use of indicators A to H, has specific effects on 
any of the specialisations. Subsequently, a procedure is established to rank the 
scores of each region in more indicators according to the relative specialisation that 
it achieves in the three areas; and the scores achieved in the three functions of 
culture can be combined, and a regional typology is produced according to the 
score achieved in the triplet “Conservation-Production-Valorisation”. The 
consideration of the functions for which regions achieve a high score yields a 
classification, ranging from multi-specialised regions to non-specialised regions, and 
all intermediate possibilities (tagged in various ways).  
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In Fig. 8, the results from the partition at NUTS II level are illustrated. 
Undoubtedly, the situation described by the map is patchy and reflects the 
methodological difficulties implicit in the aggregation of different indexes. 
Nevertheless certain patterns emerge. The excellence category (CPV) includes most 
large urban areas or Europe (plus a certain number of “surprising” outsiders such 
as Highlands, Estonia, Aragon), CP (reproductionist) regions include many 
secondary cities in the respective national systems, CV (classroom) regions include 
mostly rural areas, PV (craftshops) region include many (post)-industrial cities, C 
regions again secondary heritage-rich urban centres and rural areas, P regions 
smaller production clusters, and finally V regions include mostly coastal tourism 
destinations. 

The implicit policy implications following this subdivision of the European territory is 
that any region should aim at becoming an “multi-specialised region” in the terms 
described here, thus, enhancing the functional specialisations for which its is 
lagging. Hence, reproductionist regions should better valorise their heritage and 
cultural assets, for instance through a more explicit tourist orientation, or improving 
their accessibility; classroom regions should be more focused on empowering local 
communities to revitalise the cycle of cultural production; craftshop regions should 
be more careful about the conservation of heritage assets, which is the base for a 
sustainable valorisation of the same. And so forth in various combinations.  

To conclude, a double regional typology has been produced.  

The first jointly examines (potential) demand for cultural assets with their supply, 
subdividing the EU27+2 territory into regions characterised by different relations 
between excess or lack of potential demand and excess or lack of supply, which 
would benefit from a better joint management of demand and supply systems.  

The second addresses functional specialisations of culture and orders EU27+2 
regions according to their relative scores in each of these specialisations and to 
joint multiple specialisations.  
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Figure 8 Map of EU27+2 (NUTS II) according to the regional classification 

“conservation-production-valorisation” (CPV).  

#

#

#

#

#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Kyiv

Wien

Bern

Oslo

Riga

Roma

Minsk

Praha

Paris

Dublin

BerlinLondon

Sofiya

Tirana

Madrid

Ankara

Zagreb

SkopjeLisboa

Vilnius

Beograd

Nicosia

Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

non espon space

Multi-specialised regions (CPV)

Reproductionist (CP)

Craftshops (PV)

Classrooms (CV)

Conservationists (C)

Productionists (P)

Merchant regions (V)

Non-specialised regions (0)

no data

COMPOSITE ORIENTATION OF CULTURE

Algorithm.-
7 categories: 

CPV.- High level of orientation to conservation,

         production and valorization

CP.-  High level of orientation to conservation

         and production 
PV.-  High level of orientation to production 

        and valorization

CV.-  High level of orientation to conservation 

         and valorization

C.-  High level of orientation to conservation
P.-  High level of orientation to production

V.-  High level of orientation to valorization

0.-  Average or low level of orientation to any

     aspect of culture

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

 



 28

8. Culture and other features of the ESPON space 

Finally, the basic cultural indicators of ESPON project 1.3.3 − and their composition 
into more “complex” indexes leading to regional typologies – are cross-analysed 
with data and typologies developed by other ESPON projects. The objective is to 
test whether there are significant interrelations between the two, which may be 
explained by regional development theories, and possibly lead to integrated policy 
frameworks. The regional territory is stratified accordingly, and the regional 
stratification mapped to highlight areas of “outstanding” interrelation between 
culture and other aspects considered by the ESPON programme. The most 
interesting maps derived from this experiment are presented below.  

The map in Figure 9 charts the endowment of cultural heritage against accessibility 
as measured by ESPON project 1.2.1. Accessibility is classified in five categories (1: 
very low to 5: very high) and in each such category, areas with an above-normal 
level density of tangible heritage assets are highlighted. Among highly inaccessible 
NUTS III areas which enjoy a large supply of tangible heritage assets are, among 
others, the Bulgarian capital Sofia, the West of Ireland, Larissa, Ragusa, Torun, 
Cluj, South West Wales; at a slightly higher level of accessibility (but still low) we 
find Rostock, Aarhus, the Calvados region, Siena, Lodz, Devon. Regions with a very 
high accessibility and an endangered supply of tangible heritage are Bruxelles, 
Heidelberg, Copenhagen, Paris, Budapest, Utrecht and Pisa, among others. 

Next, issues of culture and economic development are considered, focusing, among 
other things, on lagging regions. The analysis of data shows that both fixed 
elements of the cultural supply of a territory, like the density of tangible heritage, 
and “mobile” elements like the density of museums, events, cultural infrastructure, 
cultural employment, intellectual capital and diversity are lowest in lagging regions 
and highest in non-lagging regions, indicating that - to some extent - initial regional 
disparities in the provision of culture may have produced larger differences. 
“Potentially lagging regions” have in some cases (conjuncts, events, cultural 
infrastructure, and university output) a relatively larger availability of cultural 
resources than non-lagging regions, indicating that regional disparities may be 
recovered by valorising these assets and using it more explicitly as pillar of 
economic development policies. 

To identify which regions could most benefit from the existing supply of tangible 
and intangible heritage, we map lagging and potentially lagging regions which 
enjoy an average to high supply of heritage (SUPPLY variable from the regional 
typology introduced above). 
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Figure 9 Accessibility and density of heritage assets in NUTS III regions  
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The resulting territorial classification is mapped in Figure 10. Only the “extreme” 
regions in the relation between the two variables (high or average supply of 
heritage, lagging or potentially lagging regions) are mapped; all the other 
combinations are attributed a uniform colour (yellow). Among the regions with a 
higher “potential for culture-based regeneration” emerging from this exercise, the 
map points out, among others, most Eastern Germany regions and Southern Italian 
regions like Campania. Though with a lower supply level, the map also highlights 
that there is potential for regions like Moravia, Estonia, Slovenia (the whole 
countries are NUTS II regions), Cantabria, Puglia, Sicily, and most Southern-Poland 
regions. Some “potentially lagging regions” also have good chances of recovering 
by better using their cultural potential: among regions with a high supply of 
heritage we find Prague, Berlin, Liege, the Cumbria region, the Peloponnesus region 
and Sardinia. In the same position but with a lesser but important endowments of 
heritage are the Basque Countries, Tuscany, the region of Bratislava, Algarve and 
Northern Sweden.  
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Figure 10 Lagging NUTS II regions and levels of cultural supply 
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9. Case Studies 

It has often been mentioned in the reports produced in the context of the ESPON 
project 1.3.3 that Europe’s cultural heritage is not just an accumulation of tangible 
assets that needs to be conserved, but an important element of identity building 
and dynamism of the territory. This fundamental idea is inspired by three 
paradigms: 

• The ‘Attraction paradigm’: the most visible impact of cultural heritage on 
territorial identity lies in its potentials as a resource for the development of 
tourism products, not for export, but for importing tourists. This clearly 
explains the many references in this study and in the case studies to the role 
of cultural heritage in the tourism dynamics of places and regions; 

• The ‘Dissemination paradigm’: the idea is that the presence of cultural 
heritage creates a favorable climate for the creation of new cultural goods 
and services, even empowers the forces to explore new cultural goods that 
can be ‘sold’ outside the territory. This is linked with capacity building in 
terms of transmitting local know-how and proceeding from production to 
marketing. Even an explanation for the distinct creativity in valorizing USP 
can result from this paradigm; 

• The ‘Territorial paradigm’: the most important credo of this project is the 
actual contribution of cultural activities to local and regional development. 
Relevant factors are supposed to be found in the spatial concentration of 
cultural heritage elements and the capacity to produce and disseminate 
values and reference points. Cultural assets are seen as a social capital, 
incentives for social integration and above all as business opportunities. 

 

In order to complement the maps and the analyses of the previous work-packages 
twenty case studies were included in this final report. They are not only meant to 
be en integration of the ‘mechanical’ but Europe-wide analysis, but can also be 
considered as examples of the many explorative and in-depth studies 
(methodological, analytical and empirical) that may result from this brand new an 
innovative data base on cultural heritage assets in Europe. 

The added value of case studies lies in the capacity to focus on the specific areas 
and issues such as the understanding of cultural dynamics, new methods for 
mapping and analysing geographical differences, identification of new policy issues 
at an intra- and interregional level or national level in the new EU context. The 
interpretation of spatial patterns in cultural aspects, at a inter-regional or intra-
regional level, is a research track that has so far been little explored, due to a 
general lack of geo-referenced data. 
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Several case studies were carried out in an urban context (Venice, Ghent, Dutch 
cities, Portuguese cities) focussing on the role of cultural heritage and cultural 
policies in the urban dynamics. The interest in a regional study of cultural heritage 
assets and management issues mainly comes from the partners in the new member 
countries such as Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, and Rhodos (Greece). A more 
thematic approach has been chosen for the study of the economic impact of the 
Anglican cathedrals in England and the development of a cultural route in Spain, 
connecting the clusters of Jewish heritage. As an example of the development of a 
cultural economy, there is the case study on Bolzano. The focus is on the intangible 
heritage of linguistic and ethnic groups and on the specific threats in the eastern 
border regions of Poland, Lituania and Latvia. Within the wide range of cultural 
activities, much attention has been paid to the social and economic impact of 
cultural events; the opera festival of Savonlinna in Finland, the Jazz festival in 
Marciac–France and the “Night of Taranta” in Italy. Only one case study addressed 
methodological problems in comparing national data. 

The link between conservation, production and diffusion issues have been studied 
referring to the regional data on cultural indicators and other contextual variables 
that have been produced in the preceding parts of the programme. 

Worth mentioning explicitly is the fact that conservation is seen in most case 
studies as a process of decision-making and priorities about cultural heritage 
(tangible and intangible), about the importance of cultural assets and the carriers of 
local or regional identities. The main purpose is to sustain territorial uniqueness and 
to benefit from the market trends in cultural tourism. The consequences of 
decisions on conservation priorities might imbalance the local or regional system, 
by inducing more mobility and hence increase use pressure. The impact of 
interfering with the existing territorial coherence must be anticipated and balanced 
against the cost and benefits. 

In most cases economic development is the argument, so this needs to be assessed 
in terms of added cultural capital and leverage impact for the production processes 
of creative industries and other knowledge-intensive economic sectors. 

 

10. Policy recommendations and suggestions for further research 

Cultural heritage may constitute one key stabilising factor for the social past and 
the collective memory of our society while, on the other hand, culture and the 
cultural heritage themselves are subject to changes. It is necessary to ensure that 
future generations may continue to benefit from the stabilising effect. However, the 
emphasis on “being there” instead of on “being used” has sometimes led to a 
conservative, passive attitude towards heritage conservation. Progress and heritage 
use, on the one hand, and heritage conservation on the other, are often regarded 
as incompatible. Gradual changes in this attitude have been observed. Lately, a 
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new vision regarding heritage conservation emerged, in which the presence of 
heritage alone is not sufficient, but heritage itself becomes a major impulse for 
social and economic progress, progress from which heritage itself benefits.  

Several new international conventions and programmes, including the ESDP, that 
address the issue of cultural heritage explicitly respond to these juxtapositions by 
stating that the “wise” use of heritage ought to be promoted. By wise use they 
understand: use the many opportunities cultural heritage offers, while respecting 
the ethical aspects of heritage. The heritage is closely connected to the place where 
it is located and the local community. Making the heritage accessible and recognisable 
to the wider public provides huge opportunities of enrichment, such as community 
awareness and cohesion, social-economic regeneration for deprived areas, 
employment in the lowest sectors of the job market, image improvement of the place. 
The revenue generated through the use of the heritage is a major means to finance 
the up-grading and the conservation of the heritage itself, and can be redistributed to 
improve the socio-economic conditions of the community.  

Currently, the European cultural policy is very much a stealth policy, in the sense 
that specific actions regarding cultural development and cultural heritage are but a 
very small piece of a much larger amount of actions that are hidden in the different 
sectoral and spatial policies that are indirectly addressing cultural aspects. 
Moreover, the presence of an explicit regional dimension in cultural policies as such 
is rather weak. 

The European Union’s involvement in a common cultural policy is regulated by 
article 151 of the Treaty of Amsterdam that was adopted in 1997. This article 
clearly states that “the Community shall contribute to the flowering of the cultures 
of member states”, co-operating actively with all the member states, third countries 
and other competent organisations in the sphere of culture, in particular the Council 
of Europe. The broad aims of these actions concern, on one hand, bringing the 

common cultural heritage to the fore, and, on the other, respect and promote the 

diversity of its cultures. 

In fact, the principal programmes developed by the European Commission that are 
directly addressing cultural development of Europe are two: Culture2000 and the 
European Capitals of Culture Programme. 

The Culture2000 programme gathers the Raffaello (heritage), Arianna (literature) 
and Caleidoscopio (arts production) programmes. The programme was originally 
implemented for the 2000-2004 period but was extended and expanded for until 
2007. The budget grew from approximately 200 million per year to 408 million per 
year in 2007. The aims of this programme were: acceleration of the construction of 
a united Europe; acceleration of the process of globalization; acceleration of the 
entrance in the information society; creation of occupation and enforcing social 
cohesion and integration; stimulating economic development. 
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The attention for culture in the European Commission as such has been rather 
marginal when confronted with other parts of European policy and considering the 
importance of cultural heritage for a Europe of regions. In 2007, approximately 1 
Euro per inhabitant will be spend on explicit, direct cultural policies which is far 
below the average spending of the single member states. In fact, the Culture 2007 
programme partially corrects some of the flaws in the programme. These flaws 
were principally (a) a difficulty in creating synergies with other organisations that 
deal with cultural development (not only the Council of Europe and UNESCO, 
organisation that will be dealt with hereafter), (b) a marginal and fragmented  
budget, and (c) too many objectives that were pursued contemporarily. 

The European Capitals of Culture Programme runs successfully since 1985, the year 
that Athens became the first Capital of Culture. Following the suggestions made by 
the Committee of Regions, the selection of cities has been modified in order to 
allow the new member states to express a cultural capital as rapidly as possible. In 
fact, between 2009 and 2018 two capitals will be selected, one from the old 
member states and one from the new member states, according to a precise 
calendar. Moreover, Decision 1419/1999/EC allows for third countries to forward 
candidates that might be designated as Cultural Capitals. The eagerness and 
interest of cities to become Capital of Culture is often explained by social-economic 
motives as much as by cultural motives. Cases such as Glasgow (1990), Lisbon 
(1994) and Lille (2004) are perfect illustrations of the philosophy that this project 
has been trying to emphasise: cultural and regional development, if properly 
managed, are walking hand in hand. 

Other initiatives in the field of culture (arts rather than cultural heritage) regard the 
mobility of artists (for example the European Border Breakers Awards for musicians 
or the CIMET programme for performing artists, in particular dancers) and the 
European presence at art fairs, book fairs and film festivals.  

A first important step towards the formulation of a spatial dimension in a European 
cultural policy that strives for sustainability has been made by ESPON 1.3.3. In fact, 
the European regions have been classified according to the sustainability of CHI 
use, distinguishing regions for which the use of heritage may not be sustainable, 
regions where this use is indeed sustainable and, finally, the regions that are not 
using the potentials cultural assets fully. Following the basic philosophy of the 
ESPON 1.3.3 project, a distinction was made between regions where social and 

economic development potentials may be lost because of insufficient use of 

heritage and regions that may suffer from an excessive pressure on their cities, 

sites and monuments. In the first type of regions further development of the use of 
cultural assets should be aiming at internalising the benefits of the presence of 
cultural heritage further; in the second type emphasis needs to be laid on 
controlling accessibility to heritage. This distinction has been used consistently to 
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develop two families of regional cultural policies that can be sustained on local, 
regional, national and European level. 

A) Policies that Aim at Valorising Heritage: 

• all European member states possess a multitude of cultural treasures and are 
rich of cultural assets. There are no exceptions and the potential are especially 
relevant for the lagging regions of Europe. These assets should be raised 
productive by deliberate policies. Examples of these policies are the 
construction of a creative cluster around the heritage, the development of 
cultural tourism and the valorisation of the assets with respect to the local 
population; 

• cultural heritage and cultural landscapes are basic conditions for the 
development of creative industries, the potential powerhouses of the post-
industrial economy similar to what the textile and steel industries were for the 
industrial economy. Regional policies should favour the creation of the 
conditions of the growth of the creative industry; 

• adopt policies that aim at internalising the positive effects of cultural 
development policies. The spill-over of the positive effects make it harder to 
autonomously sustain cultural investments. Hence, Territorial Impact 

Assessments should be dealing explicitly with the spatial distribution of 
impacts; 

• social and economic marginality may lead to cultural de-pauperisation. On 
one hand social and economic decline may help to erode the financial basis 
that is necessary to maintain heritage. On the other, loss of identity and 
erosion of heritage undermines the competitive position of the region and 
hence may lead to social and economic decline. This vicious circle may be 
broking by valorisation of cultural assets; 

• transport policies should stimulate the accessibility of heritage there where 
use is insufficient, for example by implementing Park & Ride schemes and 
public transport reserved for visitors, and investments should be made in the 
application of ITC in guaranteeing and managing access, not only from a 
physical point of view; 

• accessibility heritage and hence the use of it may also be improved by 
stimulating the creation of heritage systems. These heritage systems may be 
a direct result of an art-historic interpretation of the European territory; 

• the involvement of private partners and non-governmental 

organisations in the maintenance and the “mise en valeur” of cultural 
heritage and landscapes should be encouraged by offering specific financial 
incentives and by implementing tax incentives. 
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B) Policies that Aim at Conserving Cultural Heritage: 

• all the traditional investment schemes regarding the physical maintenance of 
cultural heritage should be accompanied by a sound strategy related to the 
use of the conserved objects; examples may be public offices, libraries, 
exposition space, student housing; 

• the development of cultural tourism brings about both benefits and 
huge, often underestimated costs. These effects can only become visible if 
systematic Territorial Impact Assessments are being executed. More 
should therefore be done to limit the damages that tourism may generate. 
Examples of Visitor management policies that are based on the analysis of the 

carrying capacity should be studied and implemented;  

• tax incentives should make it easier for private parties to engage in 
conservation; 

• social housing policies and urban regeneration policies may help to 
sustain conservation of cultural heritage; 

• multicultural and multi-ethnical societies provide positive impulses to 
regions that strive for social and economic development and should be 
explicitly perceived as such in regional policies; 

• cultural landscapes and the earlier mentioned systems of cultural heritage do 
not respect administrative boundaries at all. The opportunities for cross-
border, trans-national and interregional programmes and development 
projects should be captured by local and regional authorities with enthusiasm 
and promoted by the European Union; 

• Europe presents a limited number of cultural clusters, of cultural hotspots, 
that may well become the continent’s post-industrial growth poles. These 
clusters should be nurtured with care; 

• cultural excellence and regional competitiveness are strictly 

interrelated. Policies that enhance cultural excellence and cultural innovation 
therefore improve the region’s overall competitiveness; 

• specifically developed education schemes, also those developed on a local 
level, favour the understanding of culture and stimulates cultural participation. 

 

Cultural heritage protection, planning and policies should not be seen separately. 
Rather they should be integrated in other aspects of planning like economic or 
traffic development and treated with a mixed instrument tool case and by 
professionals from different fields. 
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Although an integration of findings and policies on an EU-wide level is desirable and 
necessary, a focus on local and regional decisions and measures should not be 
forgotten for two reasons: first of all, it is on local or regional level, where the 
cultural development takes place. All actions in this context give the cultural 
landscapes their regional identity and intrinsic value. A second reason is that most 
measures only work when accepted by and done in co-operation with people that 
live and work there; without the commitment of all stakeholders, the concerned 
actions will not prove to be successful on the long term. 

All discussions about policy options should recognise that the final decision about 
the direction in which cultural heritage will evolve should be taken in agreement 
with the locals and their bottom-up visions. The involvement of the different 
representatives of the stakeholder groups is of the utmost importance to make 
interventions last in time.  

Last but not least, the project has shown that a European Observatory for Cultural 
Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and Cultural Policies is urgently needed. The starting 
point of such an Observatory as far as cultural heritage is concerned should be the 
methodological discussion and the meta-data base. Apart of laying a sound basis 
for a Europe-wide information system on cultural landscapes and cultural heritage, 
the Observatory should be able to supply reliable information on cultural policies on 
regional, national and community level. It could contain information regarding best 
practices, be engaged in benchmarking as far as cultural policy is concerned, and 
deliver information on sensitive issues such as the way property rights are 
managed, the way cultural development is funded and how cultural development 
relates to regional change,  

The European Observatory for Cultural Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and Cultural 
Policies should be a joint-venture of (at least) the European Union, UNESCO (that 
has already started to work on a cultural observatory) and the Council of Europe. 
Other potential partners may be organisations like ICOMOS and ICROM. In any 
case, to play an effective role in policy making and to oversee and control the way 
article 151 of the Amsterdam Treaty is implemented, an independent status of the 
Observatory is an absolute must. 

Apart of the construction of an observatory, a number of additional and yet 
interrelated suggestions for further research were provided. First of all, attention in 
research should be paid to the development of a set of clear definitions of 
immaterial cultural heritage and in particular the concept of identity, avoiding 
politically sensitive issues. Secondly, the social dimension of heritage dimension 
needs to be researched further; ESPON 1.3.3 especially focuses on the economic 
dimension. In particular, the involvement of non-institutional stakeholders (among 
which voluntary organisations) and the costs and the benefits of their involvement 
in heritage conservation and use are hardly addressed in theoretical and empirical 
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studies and, hence, in policy documents. Finally, next to a structural static analysis 
that has been proposed in the 1.3.3 programme, a more dynamic analysis is 
needed. Questions such as how cultural heritage accumulates and concentrates in 
space, whether it is richness that facilitates this accumulation or accumulation 
facilitating richness, how long it takes before the effectiveness of heritage policies 
can be measured after their implementation, may give insight in the causality of 
the processes that determine the development and use of cultural heritage. The 
earlier mentioned observatory is a basic condition for such research.  
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1. The Background of the ESPON project 1.3.3 

The European space finds itself in a moment of profound change. On one hand it is 

adapting to the challenges that are inherent to the global, post-industrial economy. 

A shift from traditional manufacturing towards innovative and service oriented 

activities, the relocation of economic activities to countries where inputs, in 

particular labor, are cheaper, an ageing population in combination with growing 

immigration from non-member countries have tangible impacts on the Europe of 

Regions. On the other hand, the eastward extension of the European Union 

inevitably triggers complex processes of social, economic and territorial 

restructuring.  

In this context, this project is based on the belief – and found evidence of that –

that the role of Cultural Heritage and Identity (CHI) may be a crucial one to steer 

these processes in desired directions. First of all, cultural heritage and identity are 

assets that are putting Europe in top position with respect to the rest of the world, 

offering all European regions, no one excluded, unique social and economic 

development opportunities. They are also important inputs for the creative industry 

and the tourist industry, two of the most important (the second already employs 

more than 10% of the global workforce) and dynamic sectors of the post-industrial 

economy. Furthermore, cultural assets are typically place products that can not be 

separated nor moved from the regions they are located in. This makes these 

economic activities, which may be flourishing thanks to the presence of CHI, strictly 

bound to that location and impossible to re-localize. Thirdly, many cultural assets 

and traditions are not only points of reference for the local populations but for 

Europeans as such. Finally, in a Europe that is pursuing simultaneously cohesion 

and competitiveness, CHI forms a sort of natural bridge between two seemingly 

incompatible objectives. This means that CHI ought to become a cornerstone of 

European territorial policy. 

Notwithstanding this belief, the cultural policy of the European Union is very much a 

stealth one, hidden in regional and sector policies that deal with it in an indirect and 

implicit way, often lacking the necessary coordination among them to reach the 

critical mass that makes them truly effective. The Trans-National Project Group 

(TPG) believes that the time is ripe for the implementation of an explicit European 

Regional Cultural Policy. A policy that should be aiming at using CH wisely, which 

means that it ought to give top priority to – on the one hand – encouraging a better 

valorization of CHI in those regions that are not yet turning this asset in a social 

and economic development potential, and on the other, safeguard CHI in those 

regions that risk to compromise the (long term) integrity of the asset and hence the 

development potential by exposing them to excessive economic and social 

pressures. 
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In order to formulate concrete territorial cultural policies, the analysis of the supply 

and of the use of CHI in the European Union is of fundamental importance. With 

respect to other ESPON projects, that could limit themselves to the reading and 

interpretation of available Europe-wide (already an awkward task), the TPG of 

ESPON 1.3.3 was aware from the beginning that it had to start from scratch and 

build a Europe-wide inventory of cultural resources as well as a data base which 

could “measure” their territorial effects, as quick as it could. In other words, the 

CHI project was not about reading a book but rather about writing it and then 

reading it. Although the progress that has been made is, according to the TPG, 

substantial, further work needs to be done. In fact, one of the principal policy 

recommendation is to use the analysis that is presented in this report as a building 

block for the construction of a European Cultural Heritage Observatory, an 

observatory that provides constant and consistent inputs for an explicit European 

policy regarding one of its most precious assets, namely that of cultural heritage 

and identity. 

 

2. Objectives and organisation of the ESPON project 1.3.3 

As was mentioned before, the ESDP document mentions the necessity to include 

cultural heritage issues into European planning practices. In an effort to provide 

support to a territorial dimension in policy development for an enlarging European 

Union, the challenge of ESDP was looking for (planning) policies, and cultural 

policies were just one of the policies considered, that might contribute to the 

achievement of more territorial cohesion among European Regions. More recently, 

competitiveness and sustainability, as a synthesis of cohesion and competition, 

were added as explicit dimensions of a European territorial policy. 

The ESPON project 1.3.3 tried to meet such challenge, producing an analytic toolkit 

for analysis of the role and spatial effects of the cultural heritage and identity of 

European regions, and of the integration of CHI in European planning.  

The first step the TPG took in this direction has been to select a meaningful list of 

components of cultural heritage and identity, building upon existing, practicable and 

measurable categories. Subsequently, territorial indicators for mapping cultural 

aspects covering the European territory are defined and calculated in the EU27+2 

space, and a regional typology is developed according to different methods of 

multivariate analysis of such indicators. Finally, this information is integrated with 

evidence coming from a wide number of case studies to yield policy objectives and 

recommendations for ESDP, at the European, regional and, whenever possible, local 

scale. 

The absence of a Europe-wide database − that exists for many other different 

sectors of analysis in the ESPON programme − was acknowledged to be absent in 

the case of cultural resources from the moment the proposal to ESPON was 
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formulated. The Lead Partner, the University Ca’Foscari of Venice, in fact, took up 

to built right from the start an extensive network of partner universities and 

research institutes(Ernst-Moritz-Arndt Universität Greifswald, Germany; European 

Institute for Comparative Urban Research (EURICUR), Rotterdam, The Netherlands; 

Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium; Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, 

Spain; Nottingham Business School, United Kingdom; University of Thessaly, Volos, 

Greece; Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal; University of Copenhagen, Denmark; 

Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland; Savonlinna Institute for Regional 

Development and Research, Universty of Joensuu, Finland; University of Pardubice, 

Czech Republic; and the Institut National de Recherche sur les Transports et leur 

Sécurité – INRETS, subcontractor of KUL) each to be responsible for the gathering 

of national and regional statistics for a limited number of countries. 

The network of partners proved to be of crucial importance for the progression that 

has been made in understanding the presence and the use of cultural heritage in a 

Europe of regions. The complexity of the network, however, also meant that 

considerable efforts had to be invested in the coordination and the streamlining of 

the activities that the partners had to develop. The absence of coordination would 

surely have compromised the quality of the data-set, especially in terms of 

comparability of the information, an issue that has proved to be awkward in itself, 

as will become clear in the report. A substantial effort has been dedicated to the 

discussion of theoretical issues, definitions and methods of data compilation. 

Although this “democratic” way of proceeding gave to many the impression that 

deadlines could never be met, it proved to be essential for the creation of a reliable 

data-base and forms the basis of the analysis that otherwise would have been 

meaningless.  

Three features of the TPG management proved to be of importance in particular. 

The first was the importance given to the partner meetings in Venice, Rotterdam 

and Barcelona, that paved the way for the homogenous approach regarding 

information and its use that characterizes the 1.3.3 programme. The presence of 

members of the ESPON CU in Rotterdam and the final meeting in Venice was also 

much appreciated (and should be standard procedure in all ESPON projects). 

Secondly, the TPG has been structured in a hierarchal way in the sense that the 

Lead Partner has been assisted by the Universities of Barcelona, Leuven and 

Rotterdam for specific management tasks. Thirdly, the inputs provided by the 

Scientific Committee meetings that were organised in occasion of the TPG meetings 

helped to impose clear standards and procedures. 

 

3. Conceptualisation of Cultural Heritage and Identity 

Heritage includes by definition cultural and natural heritage (Jafari, 2003: 275-

277). In this project a common approach to cultural heritage (CH) is sought for, 
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thus excluding natural heritage, but including cultural landscapes that result from 

the cumulative superimposition of territorial habitats.  

While it is difficult to come to a single objective definition of cultural heritage, 

nevertheless consensus is sought for one that fits consistently the approach and the 

focus of this study.  

There are at least two ways of approaching the cultural heritage (CH) and identity 

of Europe, which can be conceived as extremes in a continuum (Fig. 1) which goes 

from the conceptualisation of heritage as (a) a static set of features of the territory 

to (b) cultural identity as both the result and the engine of the social and economic 

dynamics of communities in the space. Between these extremes we can place 

official definitions of cultural heritage that are given in international treaties and 

endorsed by organisations, some of them mostly dealing with the preservation and 

promotion of culture, and thus focusing on property, closer to (a), others concerned 

with the importance of culture as a driver for socio-economic prosperity and 

integration, and thus more focusing on the function of heritage, closer to (b).  

 

Fig. 1 – Conceptualisation and operationalisation of cultural heritage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More oriented to the first is the Venice Charter, a milestone for the modern 

conservation movement, which was adopted by the International Council on 

Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in 1956 when it was set up, and then published in 

1966. The Venice Charter stresses the importance of setting, respect for the 
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resource for development 
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original fabric, precise documentation of any intervention, the significance of 

contributions from all periods to the building's character, and the maintenance of 

historic buildings for a socially useful purpose. The Charter outlines the basic 

doctrine of what is now accepted to be an appropriate approach to dealing with 

historic buildings.  

The UNESCO World Heritage List considers cultural heritage as « … containing all 

the signs that document the activities and achievements of human beings over 

time» (Feilden and Jokilheto 1998:11); though it recognises cultural heritage as a 

broad concept relevant to the development of contemporary society, it focuses on 

heritage as a “product of history” and an “asset”. UNESCO (United Nations 

Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation) defines heritage as « ... the 

product and witness of the different traditions and of the spiritual achievements of 

the past and . . . thus an essential element in the personality of peoples» (Davison 

1991).  

Another significant subdivision is that between tangible heritage, including cultural 

assets and cultural and natural landscapes, and intangible heritage, which focuses 

on immaterial expressions of the culture, traditions and skills of a community1. 

Whatever the type of heritage, the conceptualisation of cultural heritage as an 

asset, and conversely of cultural landscapes as a superimposition of various cultural 

and historical features identifying a delimited area, leads to the recognition of 

spatial features, impacts, and development potentials that can be traced in the 

territory and therefore be mapped.  

The conceptualisation of cultural heritage and identity endorsed in this study was 

needed to cover this diversity and at the same time to reflect the objectives of the 

project, shaping the analytic approach adopted in further stages (“identification of 

regional typologies”). 

An important research goal was to analyse how “cultural heritage” can be used as a 

resource to produce some positive outcomes in terms of economy and the society, 

and which kind of spatial planning arrangement enables a “sustainable exploitation” 

of the heritage resources. This objective needs the development of a new 

“knowledge base” which is somewhat different from what is normally requested in 

heritage studies.  

                                                
1
 The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage defines the intangible cultural 
heritage as the practices, representations, expressions, as well as the knowledge and skills, that 
communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognise as part of their cultural heritage. It is 
sometimes called living cultural heritage, and is manifested inter alia in the following domains: (i) oral 
traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage; (ii) 
performing arts; (iii) social practices, rituals and festive events; (iv) knowledge and practices concerning 
nature and the universe; (v) traditional craftsmanship. (www.unesco.org). 
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The TPG did not engage with regional geography in old sense of compiling 

encyclopaedic data and developing in a statistical cartographic exercise per se; 

instead, the key issue was to gather information that helps substantiate the notion 

of dynamics of the cultural heritage. This could mean that the historical process of 

formation of the heritage and/or the current development trends are considered, 

trying to derive some forecasts for the future. There are, however, conceptual and 

practical difficulties with any of these approaches: a research into the past risks to 

have to deal with identity issues (what was Europe then, and what is it now), 

current trends have to deal with speculations about the direction of the 

interrelations between culture and development, and forecasts for the future clash 

against the widely recognised lack of “models” of cultural development.  

In any case, the TPG agreed that cultural heritage has a “process nature”, and this 

aspect obtained a central position in this study. The activities of creation, 

reproduction and preservation or destruction of the heritage assets are deeply 

embedded in the social and economic transformation of a territory and in its 

cultural identity. The very process of elicitation of the heritage  what is heritage 

 reflects what we value or reject in our present surroundings, and anticipate for 

the future (Davison 1991). This means that to the extent that heritage is what is 

treasured from our past, this act of valuation is determined by the way in which the 

society (or parts of it) puts itself in relation with its history, its environment, its 

symbols and the other fellow citizens. Thus, cultural identity comes to the fore: the 

focus is not heritage assets as such, but on societies as “users” and “stewards” of 

the heritage. 

On result of this way of looking at cultural assets is that the activity of preserving 

and promoting cultural heritage and identity is seen to have both ethical and spatial 

implications, because it invests the models of organisation of the society and its 

“use” of the environmental assets. Monitoring and planning for these activities 

requires not only the mere listing of objects produced by past actions, but extends 

to the full comprehension of the production and reproduction of cultural value in the 

contemporary society. The objective of spatial planning changes from a passive 

activity of regulation of the use of the space in order not to interfere with the 

process of preservation of the heritage asses, to an active (and more complex) 

activity of promotion of the developments in a territory (economic growth, social 

development and integration) through the valuation and furthering of its cultural 

features and historical landmarks.  

The following statements are standpoints of this approach: 

a) CH is a renewable resource, although to a limited extent, because it does not 

just “exist” out there, but is continuously being (re-)produced and (re-

)elaborated; for instance by ESPON 1.3.3, which aims among other things at 
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the development of a Europe-wide conceptualisation and mapping of cultural 

heritage issues. 

b) CH is a phenomenon of social organization: it is based on social practices. 

Cultural value is produced through cultural/social practices. As such, CH is 

intimately linked to the civil society and participation in civic activities. 

c) There are subjects that are active agents in producing CH, and objects that 

are the outcomes of the activities of the agents. The two interact in the 

manner described by Giddens. [ref]… 

 

In this context, we are dealing with the most powerful discourses about European 

heritage. The cultural diversity in the 27 nation-states, but even more on the 

regional level, is so high that a clearly defined focus is essential for a study that has 

the ambition to go beyond an inventory and description of diversities.  

In this light, the recollection and mapping of static cultural heritage features in the 

space is to be seen as a first step of this more wide-spanning approach, and this is 

already a problematic issue as the relevant data are hardly available in a 

harmonised format over the European territory of EU 25+2. Furthermore, the 

complexity of combining data with punctual spatial connotations (heritage assets) 

and non-geo-referenced data  or information only loosely associated to specific 

locations  (intangible cultural features, socio-economic trends) can be very high 

and haphazard the simplicity and user-friendliness of the project output. This 

complexity is well illustrated by the notion of cultural landscapes. Following the 

Council of Europe’s European Landscape Convention, cultural landscapes should be 

analysed not as neither separate points, or administrative regions  indeed a new 

regionalization should emerge from the project.  

Following the TOR for the ESPON 1.3.3 project, procedures were devised to analyse 

also the spatial effects of immaterial heritage (religions, languages, traditions) and 

material culture (clusters of culture-based goods, education, etc.). This can be done 

adopting different levels of analysis which narrow the focus from the general 

collection of data on physical assets in NUTS III regions to the “juxtaposition” with 

territorial elements (introducing complex cultural landscapes), and/or from the 

spatial analysis of (dis)continuities and dynamics of intangible characteristics of the 

territory over regional boundaries.  

It was nevertheless necessary to be realistic on the possibility of obtaining a full 

evaluation of the role and spatial effects of cultural heritage and identity in this 

project, and to at least define a “path” leading from the development of some first 

approximation, both feasible with the existing data resources and conceptually 

innovative and significant, to the development of guidelines for spatial planning 
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which also include the identification of key knowledge to be collected by the 

competent European institutions. 

  

4. Limitations and data issues 

There are different types of constraints that have affected the TPG’s quest for the 

construction of a common European database on cultural heritage and the 

construction and the analysis of indicators that are necessary to fulfil the objectives 

that were posed in the ESPON 1.3.3 programme. 

 

a. unavailability of data 

Culture is a field in which data collection is less advanced than in other sectors of 

territorial studies. One glimpse at any European data base reveals that data on 

cultural assets are simply not collected at that level and that data about cultural 

production and consumption (e.g. the Habitat data base on cities) are collected at a 

highly fragmented and inconsistent level. The lack of a Europe-wide database on 

cultural heritage has been solved by creating an extensive TPG and assigning to the 

different partners the task to collect national statistics. 

Moreover, cultural heritage has poor data bases in most European countries. The 

information on heritage commonly reflects traditional approaches to the issue of 

“conservation”. It is often collected at a national level by ministries of culture or 

monuments offices and registers, sometimes disregarding regional typologies. Most 

of the times data are not collected or available in electronic format. The focus on 

conservation sometimes shadows the necessity to collect “use” statistics; data on 

visitors at museums and art performances are regularly collected but the same 

cannot be said for art cities, monuments and other heritage places which are freely 

accessible.  

Intangible heritage assets are difficult to grasp and even more difficult to count, 

register or delimit. Information on minorities, languages and religions may come 

from census. Cultural production sectors are in no better position. Though the 

leisure economy (including culture) is booming al over, very few statistical data 

have been collected so far, at least in most countries. 

 

b. harmonisation / comparability problems (i) within regions (ii) across regions 

Even when they are collectable and available in electronic format, data on heritage 

assets available by national and regional agencies inevitably suffer from 

discrepancies in the collection method, in the evaluation principles, in the 

exhaustiveness of the collection, in the types of information that are collected and 

the format. Because of these discrepancies, the objective of obtaining a harmonious 
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European cultural heritage data base by aggregating national data bases is an 

awkward task, to say the least. While it is clearly not the scope of this project to 

indicate national guidelines for data collection, nor to compile data bases of missing 

data, the TPG has provided exhaustive information on the state of data availability 

on each country and compile indicators based on the collection and elaboration of 

available information.  

 

c. feasibility in terms of geo-data 

The feasibility in terms of available geo-data needs to be taken into account as 

well. Since our focus has primarily been spatial or territorial, parameters related to 

patterns and processes with geographical coordinates and territorial markers were 

collected:  

i. location of CH and the environmental context,  

ii. spatial implications and effects of the past and present function of CH (use 

and users)  

iii. dynamics of functional changes (market-driven and/or outcome of policy) 

iv. changing symbolism (landmarks, appreciation, use and users, etc ..)  

 

The search for quantitative and comparable parameters about patterns (i, ii) and 

processes (iii, iv) can be supported by some selected qualitative data (symbolic 

values, appreciation, valorisation …). Moreover, case studies were added to 

integrate the findings. 

Although solving the issue of congruence was not the main objective of this study, 

the elimination of the inconsistencies that potentially compromise the quality of the 

(policy) has been dealt with explicitly.  The inconsistencies between country data 

can be eliminated only up to a certain extent. They cannot be illustrated in the 

metadata base, which does not include an area for the discussion of inclusion 

criteria, but deserve a further effort of comparative analysis of the differing listing 

criteria from country to country.  

However, there are two ways to tackle the question. The first is to use the 

information of the differing national levels of heritage listing and protection as 

additional “policy” information regarding the way in which individual countries deal 

with their cultural resources. The second is to make the dataset across borders 

comparable – so allowing spatial analysis − through the use of smoothing 

techniques.  

The methods that were considered are: 
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• Using national average-centred data to eliminate the “country effect” and 

only consider within-country variations of indicators disregarding variations 

among countries. This approach has its merits, because overall variation of 

cultural variables is one of the key aspects of this study, and allows an 

appraisement, for instance, of cultural phenomena associated with border or 

capital regions. 2 

• Weighing methods as indicated by the MC’s response to the TIR (using as 

weighs homogeneous counts, like entries in the World Heritage List), or 

alternative and more sophisticated methods of cross-border calibration as 

proposed by our Danish partner (which is the object of one of the case 

studies included in Annex 3);  

• Use of unconventional data sources to integrate or elaborate imperfect 

datasets (e.g. tourist guides, national websites, etc.). In particular the TPG 

has decided, for the sake of simplicity, to recur to an data base originally 

collected by the LP for the SPESP project (group 1.7 “cultural assets and 

landscapes”) to calibrate the imperfect dataset obtained especially in Italy, 

Greece (too few entries) and Sweden (too many entries).  

 

5. Data categories and indicators 

In the database, Cultural heritage and identity components have been conceptually 

subdivided into different categories which can be distinguished for the type of 

spatial effects that they generate. The following categories were identified:  

A – MONUMENTS  

Historical buildings (churches, palaces and castles, old mansions, bridges, 

fountains, etc.) and sites (caves, archaeological remains, battlefields, etc.) have 

marked spatial characteristics because they are an immobile, structural element of 

the territory. They generate “flows”, mostly physical flows of visitors and users, and 

possibly also financial flows from their economic exploitation. Most countries do 

have national or regional registers of the cultural heritage, subdivided by typology, 

that are normally available on the web or in geo-referenced format on request.  

B – PROTECTED CULTURAL LANDSCAPES AND CONJUNCTS 

This category focuses on the interaction of different cultural elements and on their 

spatial pattern. These assets have composite nature and occupy a large area in the 

                                                
2
 Following this approach, a “normalised” data based on national means and standard 

deviations has been built parallel to the basic one, producing “smoothed” maps. However, 
the elimination of the country effect and the representation power of the maps so obtain 
has been negatively evaluated by the MC so this approach to smoothing has been dropped 
eventually.  
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space, so that it is not possible to pinpoint them to an exact location. Rather that a 

physical address, they involve a “delimitation” of a territory from the recognition of 

a “common cultural element” over the physical space. They are subject to different 

levels of protection. Data have been collected on entries in national lists.  

C – MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 

This category includes collections of movable tangible heritage and focuses on their 

“institutionalisation” in a man-made exhibition space (museum or gallery) which 

also has value as a place for furthering, interpretation and dynamisation of a 

specific cultural theme or identity of a place. They have spatial impacts because 

they generate flows and because they can be “moved” or “grouped” in strategic 

locations.  

D - EVENTS 

Intangible heritage assets are immaterial expressions of a territory, of a community 

or of different communities insisting on the same regions, of its economic and social 

history. They thus provide a “symbolic” backbone for the very recognition of the 

physical cultural markers of the heritage. Cultural events may be conceived as an 

explicitation of the cultural idiosyncrasy of a territory, stretching in range from the 

celebration of traditional folklore to the increasing multiculturalism of metropolitan 

cities. Only those events with certain characteristics which stress their “spatial 

effect” and their connection with the local cultural identity, and these criteria have 

been followed in whatever case it was possible to operate such discrimination 

E – CULTURAL DIVERSITY  

Languages, religions, ethnic groupings, social structures are expression of the local 

identity. The selection criterion for these assets should be the existence of spatial 

expressions and effects, which need to be visible, traceable, and measurable. The 

key idea here has been to rank regions according to the cultural diversity - which 

may have positive (a larger development potential from hybridisation of capacities) 

as well as negative (a diluted identity) connotations. Information on the 

classification of the residents of a region per nationality and ethic descent, have 

been considered.  

F - CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS 

A dynamic conceptualisation of cultural heritage needs to address the capacity of 

people to “use” the cultural heritage of a territory in order to generate revenues. A 

large share of population employed in cultural industries is an element that gives 

substance to the concept of dynamic heritage: either because they allow its 

communication and transmission, or because they re-elaborate and discuss its 

symbolic value, generating new cultural meanings. Yet to measure the “creative” 
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intensity of a regional economic system it was decided instead to count people 

having “cultural” or creative professions independently from the sector of activity in 

which they are employed. This calculus involves a delimitation of professions 

(according to a selection of ISCO-88 codes) to be considered “creative”, which has 

been derived from other EU financed studies on the matter3.  

G - CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND ORGANISATIONS 

This category includes elements which contribute to the forwarding and 

transmission of the heritage: institutions and organisations which are not to be 

considered as cultural heritage per se but reflect the “will” of a community to 

further, share and promote their cultural heritage, thus defining their identity; 

namely theatres, cinemas and public libraries. These assets have marked spatial 

effects because they generate flows (for instance, audiences to performances or 

students flowing in a place and enhancing its social capital) and networks within 

and over territories.  

H - INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL 

The TPG has also looked at the social side of heritage, taking into consideration the 

“intellectual capital” of the region, that is the extension of the “capacities” on which 

the region can count to further its heritage and identity or, else, to dynamise it and 

valorise it. A region with outstanding cultural features (good universities, high 

levels of quality of life, aesthetically inspiring and well-preserved landscapes) is 

capable of attracting the top skilled workers and the best creative talents; on the 

other hand, these contribute to further growth and diversity of the cultural fabric of 

the region. Data have been collected on number of graduates in higher education 

institutions and population over 15 in a region with high attainment level. 

I - CULTURAL EXCELLENCE 

Aside from these categories, other data regarding “cultural excellence” of Europe 

have been collected. These data regard cultural components classified uniformly 

over the EU territory as part of networks of excellence in specific fields of cultural 

activity. Data collection at this level is bound to offer a “benchmark” in order to 

distinguish the “quality” of the data collected from various data sources and provide 

additional information regarding the spatial distribution of development potentials 

in the EU27+2 territory. Data have been collected on: 

o Theatres belonging to the European Theatre Convention (ETC) 

o Opera companies belonging to the network Opera Europa 

                                                
3
 LEG project “CULTURAL STATISTICS IN THE EU”, EUROSTAT Working Paper Population 
and social conditions 3/ 2000/E/N° 1; and the EUROCULT21 project available on-line 
http://www.eurocult21.org/. 
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o Museums that are members of ICOM  

o Cities that have been European Capitals of Culture (1985-2008) 

o Film festivals listed in two main portals, http://www.eurofilmfest.org and 

http://www.filmfestivals.com  

o UNESCO Wold Heritage Sites, subdivided by type (prehistoric relicts, ancient 

ruins, ancient to medieval monuments, town, town centres, villages, religious 

buildings, secular buildings, technical constructions, cultural landscapes).  

 

Information in different heritage categories of need to be composed with other 

information in order to produce spatial indicators, that is, measures which allow a 

significant measurement and ranking of the space according to different aspects of 

interest for this project, and namely the type of spatial effects that they are likely 

to produce.  

Spatial indicators should be conceived as ratios; the composition of two or more 

quantitative measures in one indicator allows the “measurement” (and to some 

extent the “ordering”) of the territory according to specific dimensions.  

The most interesting for this study are: 

� PRESENCE of heritage assets (in absolute numbers) 

� DENSITY of heritage assets (assets per kmq) 

� POTENTIAL USE PRESSURE FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS AND VISITORS  

� AVAILABILITY OF CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE (n. of theatres, cinema screens, 

public libraries per 1,000 inhabitants) 

Other spatial indicators refer to the characteristics of the population:  

� CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS IN WORKFORCE  

� INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL  

� DIVERSITY of population according to nationality or ethnic groupings.  

 

It is also conceptually useful to differentiate between: 

Supply indicators. Density indicators are the most adequate to represent supply 

because they reveal the existence of a concentration of resources which are likely 

to be at the core of a “supply system” of culture. A regional analysis of the location 

patterns of CH elements can be the instrument to detect possible cross border 

cultural linkages and opportunities for the construction of cultural networks.  

Demand indicators: use pressure indicators (albeit potential) partly reflect the 

existence (supply) of the heritage, but introduce the issue of its “use”. They have a 
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higher degree of ambiguity because they are dependent on assumptions, estimates 

and management practices. Thus, they need to be evaluated in combination with 

qualitative indicators which are not always available at the level of a single asset or 

at the regional level; these aspects will be investigated at case study level.  

Structural indicators: indicators like population diversity, the availability of cultural 

infrastructure, the orientation to creativity of the local society and the intellectual 

capital present in a region illustrate the potential to engage in processes of cultural 

production and reproduction, which is at the basis of a cultural dynamics. Thus, a 

territory under-endowed in heritage resources but strong in human capital and 

quality of life aspects has better chances to valorise and “use” its resources than 

“culturally rich” territories which are poor in structural conditions. 

 

The figure 2 below illustrates the structure of the system of indicators that has 

been constructed in the context of the programme.  
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Figure 2 Structure of indicators 

 

 

 

Heritage 

categories

Cat. # Description Presence Density Availability Potential use pressure 

(locals)

Potential use pressure 

(visitors)

Potential use pressure 

(integrated)

Diversity index % of population

A Immovable individual 

assets: monuments and 

sites

A.0: n. of assets in region A.1: n. of assets in region per 

kmq

A.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

A.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

A.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

B Immovable entities: 

protected landscapes and 

conjuncts

B.0: n. of entities in region B.1: n. of entities in region per 

kmq

B.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

B.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

B.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

C Movable objects in 

collections: museums and 

galleries

C.0: n. of museums in region C.1: n. of museums in region 

per kmq

C.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

C.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

C.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

Intangible heritage D Celebrations of local 

culture: events

D.0: n. of events in region D.1: n. of events in region per 

kmq

D.2: n. of residents in region 

per asset

D.3: n. of visitors in region per 

asset

D.4: n. of residents (*365) and 

visitors in region per asset

E1 Groupings of resident 

population by nationality

E.1: Shannon index of cultural 

diversity by nationality of 

residents

E2 Groupings of resident 

population by ethnic 

descent

E.2: Shannon index of diversity 

by ethnic descent of residents

F Cultural and creative 

professionals

F.1: cultural and creative 

professionals as a share of 

active population

G1 Theaters G.21: n. of theaters per 1,000 

inhabitants

G2 Cinema screens G.22: n. of cinema screens per 

1,000 inhabitants

G3 Public libraries G.23: n. of public libraries per 

1,000 inhabitants

H1 University output: graduates 

in local HE

H.11: graduates in local higher 

education as a percentage of 

local population

H2 Attainment level of 

population (high)

H.12: percentage of local 

residents with high attainment 

level (ISCED-97 codes 5 and 6)

CLASSES OF INDICATORS

Tangible heritage

Identity

Infrastructure

Intellectual capital

SUPPLY OF HERITAGE DEMAND OF HERITAGE

STRUCTURAL INDICATORS OF 

HERITAGE



6. Construction of the database and indicators 

The study area foreseen by ESPON is “Europe of the 27” plus the neighbouring 

countries Norway and Switzerland. Following the TOR for the 1.3.3 

programme, the TPG has, when it comes to analysing territorial expressions of 

CH, focused on regions rather than on countries. 

As was mentioned various times, there is little “systemic” homogeneity 

between regions of Europe, even within the same national entities; which to 

some extent has hampered the possibility of a pan-European analysis of 

trends and patterns regarding the cultural heritage. More practically, the fact 

that information on the cultural heritage is not collected systematically led us 

to the recommendation to facilitate the construction of a European 

Observatory for Cultural heritage and Identity that may actually build upon the 

efforts of the TPG 1.3.3.  

Obviously, the construction of spatial indicators for culture (cultural heritage) 

can be done on different territorial levels: this scale level not only depends on 

the objectives of the study, but also, and perhaps mainly, on the availability of 

data and/or the feasibility of data collection. 

It is in principle possible to collect data, produce country profiles and engage 

in a European analysis maintaining the NUTS III detail level, though the TPG 

will also collect data at NUTS II level. Maps will reproduce this dual level of 

analysis.  The meta data base under construction will allow an early 

recognition of the possible detail of the analysis in each of the 29 countries. 

Country profiles are an intermediate stage of analysis “zooming in” from NUTS 

I to NUTS II and III levels; this allows a first recognition of regional 

differences within countries with homogeneous enlisting and valuation criteria. 

Each European country will be profiled (with a level of analysis depending on 

the availability of information, which can be scarce in countries not covered by 

the project partners). In specific cases where are large regional differences in 

enlisting criteria and in data management, regional rather than national 

profiles will be produced4. 

The step to a pan-European analysis recognising differences between NUTS III 

regions throughout Europe needs to take into account these methodological 

differences and deal with them, for instance adopting narrowed classifications 

of heritage enabling an international comparison (e.g. tourist guides).  

                                                
4
 In the case of Spain, for instance, heritage data are normally collected at the level of autonomous 
communities (NUTS II) and enlisting criteria between autonomous communities differ 
considerably; therefore a choice will be done to focus on one community (e.g. Catalonia) and to 
provide details and analyse diversity within this community at the provincial (NUTS III) level.   
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Narrower levels of analysis are also taken into consideration, especially at the 

stage of the “horizontal” data analysis as introduced in Fig. 2 (blue arrow). 

Explorations of the territorial cohesion of cultural resources can be carried out 

at level of NUTS IV or even V (municipality, district), and so will case studies.  

This focus allowed us relating the TPG’s analytic effort to the urban level, 

which is at the centre of important aspects of the ESPON project and ESDP, 

recognising the importance of urban areas and polycentric urban systems as 

concentrations of cultural resources and critical nodes in their promotion and 

development. The TPG could take into consideration Large Functional Urban 

Regions are defined on the basis on NUTS III. 

Localizing of phenomena (for instance, in a GIS format) is only possible with 

appropriate reference files. Commonly data on NUTS levels are distributed by 

private firms, in polygon tables or shape files. A more precise localization 

(street level, address level) can pose problems in some cases, because it 

requires complicated, precise and mostly very costly reference files. 

 

Table 1 Ranking of regions according to national average values of selected 

indicators (normalised values on EU means and standard 

deviations) and main dataset statistics  

SE 4.9164 IE 6.0815 DE 0.5422 CY 4.6046 EE 7.2128 MT 19.793 RO 1.5252 CZ 4.8064 MT 1.8788 IT 2.0959 CZ 3.9147 CZ 1.2178 IT 2.1372 ES 1.8071 ES 1.1961 CZ 4.071 CY 30.165 BE 0.6777 LU 7.3134 LV 1.8426

IE 2.1097 IT 1.1852 NL 0.2549 MT 1.8578 FI 5.5616 EE 0.5653 IT 1.0058 CY 1.9154 UK 0.5203 SK 1.3566 IE 3.5092 IE 0.6115 RO 1.067 PT 1.3196 FR 1.0419 LV 3.1642 GR 0.4098 NO 0.6394 LV 3.8076 LT 1.0469

DE 0.0534 SE 0.8836 IE 0.1763 UK 1.0714 MT 4.6168 BE 0.5403 IE 0.6411 EE 1.3282 NL 0.374 GR 0.6695 PL 2.3477 PL 0.5687 UK 0.4596 LU 1.0123 IT 0.94 EE 2.9251 UK 0.125 CY 0.4731 IE 2.7618 BG 0.5749

LV 0.0344 GR 0.5544 IT 0.1467 FI 0.386 SI 0.815 FI 0.4204 DE 0.6095 HU 1.2391 BE 0.3608 PL 0.4884 EE 2.287 BE 0.4431 FR 0.2021 NL 0.9495 MT 0.7534 LT 2.8723 IE 0.1142 UK 0.3512 CH 2.4585 UK -0.01

PL -0.009 DE 0.1746 DK 0.0455 AT 0.2923 FR 0.2329 SI 0.3371 HU 0.4854 CH 1.1108 CZ 0.3182 FR 0.187 LU 1.0838 LU 0.1102 DE -0.095 MT 0.9352 FI 0.4235 SK 2.8466 RO 0.0747 SI 0.2463 EE 1.5307 IE -0.057

NL -0.035 LV 0.1199 GR -0.06 CZ 0.215 BE 0.1935 NL 0.2952 BG 0.1353 ES 0.5856 DE 0.2425 PT 0.0903 ES 0.6236 DE 0.0424 NL -0.107 UK 0.8334 CH 0.3806 HU 2.4699 ES 0.0433 FR 0.0051 CY 0.9687 SI -0.063

SI -0.041 PL -0.004 SI -0.211 ES 0.1949 CY 0.19 ES 0.1997 LV 0.0389 NL 0.5654 DK 0.0669 SE 0.0477 SE 0.5691 DK 0.0096 ES -0.123 CY 0.5851 NO 0.3727 LU 1.4018 FI -0.086 BG -0.147 UK 0.9396 RO -0.355

SK -0.047 NL -0.078 PL -0.298 PT 0.1639 SE 0.1892 UK 0.0492 LT 0.0085 MT 0.5523 HU -0.112 RO -0.04 CY 0.4227 EE -0.025 HU -0.147 DK 0.5269 AT 0.3266 SE 1.2884 DK -0.089 IE -0.234 FR 0.8321 HU -0.858

LT -0.065 SI -0.097 BE -0.301 LU 0.1476 NL 0.107 FR -0.023 SK -0.128 IE 0.5195 ES -0.212 SI -0.054 BE 0.2805 UK -0.042 AT -0.209 FR 0.2717 LV 0.1421 AT 1.0768 PT -0.094 PT -0.236 LT 0.6724 CY -1.19

BG -0.067 SK -0.113 RO -0.341 EE -0.004 NO 0.0871 AT -0.069 DK -0.128 LU 0.3426 PL -0.239 LT -0.066 NO 0.0521 NL -0.066 FI -0.355 EE 0.2218 CZ -0.101 NO 1.06 SE -0.095 LU -0.267 BE 0.3489 AT

RO -0.126 LT -0.165 SE -0.348 FR -0.043 CH 0.0325 CY -0.074 UK -0.149 BE 0.2536 AT -0.254 BG -0.086 DK -0.003 RO -0.091 CH -0.404 CZ 0.1849 BE -0.111 PL 1.0041 HU -0.1 LV -0.298 AT 0.3373 BE

DK -0.135 BG -0.172 BG -0.378 BE -0.09 ES -0.037 NO -0.083 PL -0.15 LV 0.1958 LU -0.282 UK -0.108 CH -0.107 ES -0.114 DK -0.422 SE 0.0182 PT -0.122 FI 0.7756 NL -0.105 PL -0.329 CZ 0.1496 CH

HU -0.151 RO -0.341 FR -0.379 HU -0.107 CZ -0.052 GR -0.085 PT -0.259 UK 0.1353 FR -0.282 AT -0.166 HU -0.146 FR -0.157 CY -0.443 FI -0.039 SI -0.288 PT 0.7158 SI -0.11 RO -0.791 DK -0.111 CZ

FR -0.167 DK -0.366 CZ -0.385 NO -0.111 AT -0.08 PL -0.089 ES -0.281 DK 0.0385 CY -0.283 ES -0.195 RO -0.168 CY -0.16 NO -0.499 IE -0.06 DK -0.369 MT 0.3644 BE -0.115 SE -1.383 DE -0.118 DE

CZ -0.171 HU -0.412 HU -0.396 RO -0.133 GR -0.131 DK -0.092 LU -0.283 RO 0.0355 RO -0.292 LV -0.253 FI -0.182 NO -0.167 SE -0.522 SI -0.063 LU -0.502 RO 0.3407 DE -0.115 AT SE -0.153 DK

CH -0.184 FR -0.458 SK -0.397 CH -0.142 PL -0.132 CZ -0.094 CZ -0.3 FI -0.009 IE -0.321 DK -0.258 AT -0.187 HU -0.176 PL -0.531 BG -0.071 NL -0.533 ES 0.2792 CH -0.117 CH NO -0.156 EE

BE -0.192 CZ -0.47 LT -0.413 SK -0.148 UK -0.147 SE -0.094 AT -0.327 AT -0.038 PT -0.347 LU -0.29 NL -0.233 SE -0.19 BE -0.534 SK -0.129 PL -0.612 CY 0.1843 AT CZ GR -0.171 ES

NO -0.195 CH -0.508 UK -0.415 PL -0.15 LU -0.167 PT -0.102 BE -0.334 DE -0.087 EE -0.35 IE -0.291 FR -0.235 AT -0.195 LU -0.541 BE -0.184 LT -0.633 SI 0.1812 BG DE MT -0.493 FI

ES -0.196 BE -0.531 LV -0.429 NL -0.154 SK -0.17 LU -0.103 NO -0.372 PL -0.088 NO -0.363 NO -0.302 DE -0.278 FI -0.231 CZ -0.556 LV -0.213 BG -0.716 DK 0.0482 CZ DK NL -0.531 FR

UK -0.197 NO -0.539 ES -0.446 DK -0.154 PT -0.187 SK -0.116 GR -0.372 NO -0.14 SI -0.4 FI -0.317 UK -0.3 IT -0.238 IE -0.569 LT -0.231 EE -0.791 UK -0.044 EE EE HU -0.58 GR

EE -0.199 ES -0.543 PT -0.451 BG -0.187 DK -0.214 HU -0.117 NL -0.378 FR -0.226 BG -0.406 NL -0.319 IT -0.383 CH EE -0.57 PL -0.25 UK -0.827 GR -0.051 FR ES ES -0.586 IT

LU -0.216 UK -0.544 NO -0.453 LT -0.189 LV -0.218 IT -0.12 FR -0.386 SE -0.272 FI -0.413 DE -0.345 BG BG BG NO -0.282 GR -0.866 FR -0.084 IT FI IT -0.594 LU

PT -0.219 EE -0.549 LU -0.453 LV -0.194 LT -0.225 DE -0.123 CY -0.393 LT -0.281 SK -0.419 CY -0.366 GR GR GR HU -0.288 RO -0.9 CH -0.122 LT GR FI -0.608 MT

AT -0.222 LU -0.599 MT -0.455 DE -0.199 HU -0.229 BG -0.123 CH -0.397 BG -0.433 LT -0.426 HU -0.368 LT LT LT GR -0.324 IE -0.954 BE -0.338 LU HU SI -0.611 NL

FI -0.226 PT -0.607 AT -0.457 SE -0.202 IT -0.23 IE -0.123 SE -0.413 PT -0.433 IT -0.426 BE -0.381 LV LV LV AT -0.36 CY NL -0.433 LV IT PT -0.73 NO

CY -0.232 AT -0.616 EE -0.459 SI -0.203 BG -0.234 LT -0.123 SI -0.434 SK -0.437 LV -0.429 EE -0.426 MT MT MT CH -0.394 DE DE -0.545 MT LT PL -0.997 PL

MT -0.233 FI -0.627 CH -0.466 IT -0.204 IE -0.239 LV -0.125 EE -0.441 SI -0.61 SE -0.433 CH -0.441 PT PT PT DE -0.404 HU IE -0.632 NO MT BG -1.102 PT

IT -0.234 CY -0.646 FI -0.466 GR -0.211 RO -0.241 CH -0.125 FI -0.441 IT -0.671 GR -0.437 MT -0.442 SI SI SI IT -0.443 SE BG -0.681 PL NL RO -1.205 SE

GR -0.234 MT -0.649 CY -0.468 IE -0.212 DE -0.25 RO -0.125 MT -0.441 GR -0.756 CH -0.443 CZ -0.457 SK SK SK RO -0.476 SK IT -0.721 SK SK SK SK

Dataset Statistics

N 1324 1324 1324 1297 1324 1324 893 1324 1324 1283 1148 1148 820 1322 835 1324 953 484 1316 259

(no data or non ex. values) 0 0 0 27 0 0 431 0 0 41 176 176 504 2 489 0 371 840 8 1065

Mean 1487.6 1441 1.3854 2273.2 44.462 0.0313 81687 16.465 0.0232 41800 12.213 0.012 110491 0.0103 0.0487 0.0984 0.0197 0.1097 0.2618 0.4084

Median 426 708.5 0.447 383.22 4 0.0014 22933 12 0.007 20699 2 0.001 59250 0.0045 0.0379 0.0524 0.0012 0.1017 0.217 0.3544

Standard dev. 6350.3 2210.6 2.9565 10388 176.54 0.2471 184769 19.074 0.0509 78057 30.253 0.049 186105 0.0189 0.0428 0.135 0.1538 0.0756 0.2138 0.2857

Asymmetry 17.006 4.6524 8.5451 14.435 8.6478 16.441 9.907 4.7422 6.0123 7.0126 4.8869 10.358 7.0375 5.4459 1.2039 2.995 28.925 4.9288 1.7798 1.1652

H.11 H.12 E.1 E.2D.2 G.21 G.22 G.23C.1 C.2 D.0 D.1B.0 B.1 B.2 C.0A.0 Aº.0 Aº.1 Aº.2

 

 

The choice of the aggregation level to work on for data collection, processing 

and mapping depends on the spatial scale on which indicators of cultural 

heritage and cultural identity are to be built. Combinations are possible; e.g. 

to analyze cultural resources or potentials on the national level by aggregation 
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of data on the level of the municipality (or NUTS-level). However to study the 

spatial effects of culture in cities  urban regions  a more exact localized 

approach is necessary. The TPG decided to use the ArcView platform and to 

use the shapefile system provided by the ESPON Data Base managers.  The 

SABE cartographic base for these units has been used. The boundaries have 

been updated, but it should be noted that in the most recent version for 

Poland, the digital precision of the divisions is different from that of the 

general base and has been incorporated through the modification of the latter.  

In Table 1, we have ranked countries for each “core” indicators (NUTS III) 

according to the normalised values5. The same kind of analysis conducted at 

NUTS II level does not change this picture substantially.  

The first columns of the Table reveals substantial dishomogeneity among 

national datasets, especially for what regards cultural assets whose definition 

basically depends on national interpretation and regulatory regimes, such as 

the heritage and landscapes.  

In the case of tangible heritage (indicator A.0) this dishomogeneity risked to 

haphazard the whole consistency and significance of the analysis. Thus, a 

correction or smoothing of the data was needed at least with regard to 

countries which presented themselves as evident outliers, that is, whose 

representation as far as the data coming from national registers are concerned 

is clearly incompatible with the whole picture.  

This smoothing operation was carried out in the following: the counts obtained 

from national monuments’ registers in “outlier regions” (Sweden, Italy, 

Greece) have been substituted with the “star-weighed” counts obtained from 

the tourist guides used in SPESP 1.7 (each star obtained by a monument or 

site counting as one), and normalised by multiplication around the overall 

means obtained in ESPON 1.3.36. 

Thus,   

                                                
5
 In this table and in the remainder of the report, all the indicators based on the “A” 
dataset are constructed from the smoothed “Aº” dataset. 

6
 Only in one case, this smoothing technique caused one region which originally 

exhibited a very high count (NUTS region SE091, Jönköpings Län, with 25,374 
monuments and sites censed by the county authority) to fall to zero, as in the 
original SPESP count there were no historical “attractions” censed and the 
normalisation did not produce any change to that effect. It should be stressed that in 
a certain number of cases in Italy and Greece, regions that had originally zero values 
(no entries in national registers) have assumed positive values (of Aº.0 and 
consequently Aº.2) after smoothing. The general picture, however, was not touched 
by the various transformations that were described before. 
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7. Regional typologies  

The data allowed the TPG to define distinct regional typologies that responded 

to the research questions defined in the TOR. After experimentation and 

consultation with the experts of the Coordination Unit, the TPG has decided to 

exclude the use of cluster or factor analysis for the development of regional 

typologies; in fact, the incompleteness of the database produced in a number 

of cases rather trivial results. For this reason, the TPG has looked for “second 

best” methods to achieve a stratification of the European territory.  

“A priori” labels were established, capturing different aspects and impacts of 

culture as were described in section 4 of this summary. Through the 

identification and the “loading” of the indicators in the database that influence 

such labels, they can be manipulated into complex indices, and the regions 

ranked accordingly. Of course, this technique is less solid than advanced 

statistical techniques like those proposed above; yet it has the indubitable 

advantages of simplicity and “interpretability”, which makes its use for policy 

purposes extremely effective.  

 

First Typology: Demand and supply of cultural heritage  

A first analytic approach to the construction of regional typologies considers 

the supply of cultural resources and potential demand.  

A composite “supply indicator” was built including only the aspects of culture 

that are more explicitly identifiable as supply, therefore only indicators A to D 

(heritage, protected landscapes, museum and events), and especially 

considering density (A.1, … , D.1), as concentration in space increases the 

chances that individual resources are integrated − functionally and in the 

perception of potential users − as a supply system. The mapping of “potential 

demand” follows the same ranking procedure. The indicators considered are 

potential use pressure (A.3, … , D.3) by tourists at NUTS II level (at which 

tourist data are available), considering that especially tourism pressure is 

“manageable” leading to an immediately comprehensible policy scheme.  

The last step in this analysis regarded the “match” between (potential) 

demand and supply; this finally led to a subdivision the territory into 
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“categories” which are affected by different problems, to which adequate 

solutions can be proposed. Each point in the resulting scatterplot corresponds 

to a couplet of values of potential demand and supply of heritage in that 

region.  

Technically the four indicators used in each algorithm for supply (S) and 

potential demand (P) have been normalised, added and then re-normalised so 

as to generate a Cartesian space for bi-dimensional ranking. Ignoring points 

that are too close to the origin to be significantly different from a “normal” 

situation, we focussed on the points that lie above a critical threshold of 0.75 

times the standard deviation (the sum of squares of the scores for S and P 

should be larger than 0.752). The regions positioned outside the “normal” area 

are then classified according to the scatterplot quadrant to which they belong. 

 

Second Typology: Functions of culture  

The construction of a regional typology based on the relative strength or 

specialisation or each region according to the various cultural components 

considered in this study is made more interesting by combining various 

indicators to highlight more general “functional aspects” of culture. These may 

be compared but not ordered: one function is not necessarily “inferior” to 

another (but generates different territorial effects). At the same time, they 

allow the ordering of region according to each specialisation: one region can 

be over- or under-endowed in relation to one particular specialisation, and at 

the same time in relation to others, achieving a multiple specialisation or 

“excellence” in culture.  

Cultural heritage and identity components are thus rearranged according to 

their relevance with regard to three “functions” or specialisations: 

o The conservation of culture: culture as an asset – tangible or 

intangible - with ethic value and carrier of local identity, which needs to 

be defended against territorial and market trends which compromise the 

stability of its provision.  

o The production of culture: culture as a “commodity” which needs to be 

(re)produced not only to reconstitute the cultural capital which is one 

key component of contemporary social and economic development and 

which is continuously wasted due to its idiosyncratic nature, but also 

(and increasingly so) as a source of economic development insofar it is 

embedded in production processes (creative industries and other 

knowledge-intensive economic sectors).  
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o The valorisation of culture: culture as a set of social norms and 

capacities which enrich the local communities and that may be used by 

the latter to “make themselves known” to the other communities in 

order to establish good relations for social and economic exchange. 

 

To achieve an ordering of the regions according to each of the specialisations 

considered and their combinations, it is assumed that each of the cultural 

components, measured through the use of indicators A to H, has specific 

effects on any of the specialisations. After careful analysis, the following 

algorithms have been used to rank regions according to the three 

specialisations at NUTS III level: 

- Conservation:  A2-, B0+, B2-, C0+, C1+, D0-, E1-, G21+, G23+ 

- Production: A0+, A2+, B0+, B2+, C0+, C1+, C2+, D0+, D1+, D2+, E1+, 

E2+, G21 

- Valorisation: A0+, A3+, B0+, B3+ C0+, C1+, C3+, D0+, D1+, D2+, D3+, 

E1+, G21+, G22+, G23+ 

 

At NUTS II level it is possible to consider other indicators, and the following 

algorithms have been used:  

- Conservation:  A2-, B0+, B4-, C0+, C1+, D0-, E1-, G21*+, G23*+, H12+ 

- Production: A0+, A4+, B0+, B4+, C0+, C1+, C4+, D0+, D1+, D2+, E1+, 

E2+, G21+, H11+, H12+, F1 

- Valorisation: A0+, A4+, B0+, B4+ C0+, C1+, C4+, D0+, D1+, D4+, E1+, 

G21+, G22+, G23+, H11+ 

 

The procedure assigns to each indicator score a scale value based on its 

position in the distribution. The scores obtained by European regions as far as 

the three specialisations of culture are concerned, are normalised and 

mapped. 

Subsequently, a procedure was established to rank the scores of each region 

in more indicators according to the relative specialisation that it achieves in 

the three areas; and the scores achieved in the three functions of culture have 

been combined, and a regional typology is produced according to the score 

achieved in the triplet “Conservation-Production-Valorisation”. The 

consideration of the functions for which regions achieve a high score yields a 
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classification, ranging from multi-specialised regions to non-specialised 

regions, and all intermediate possibilities (tagged in various ways). 

 

Third Typology: mutual influence of culture and social-economic trends 

of Europe 

Last but not least, the basic cultural indicators of ESPON project 1.3.3 were 

cross-analysed with data and typologies developed by other ESPON projects. 

This resulted in a series of maps that illustrate the importance for heritage for 

competitiveness, for the level of economic development, the location of 

heritage at risk of natural and industrial hazards and so on. 

Some key results from this exercise could be mentioned:  

o The intrinsic influence of “urbanity” in the cultural endowment  

o The use already done of cultural infrastructure to reduce within-country 

socioeconomic disparities between core and peripheral regions 

o The existing potential for development through culture of regions 

lagging behind or potentially lagging behind  

o The existence of a risk for the integrity of the heritage  

o The ambiguous causal relation between cultural capital and economic 

capital: cultural skills go where development opportunities are, with 

place-bound assets counterfeiting this relation  

 

After selecting “interesting” combinations of ESPON 1.3.3 indicators and 

categories with other indicators and categories available from the ESPON data-

navigator (through an analysis of correlations), the procedure followed has 

been generally to produce scatterplots between “our” indicators and the others 

exactly as in the case of the First Spatial category analysed above and to 

classify regions accordingly.  

 

8. The Role of the Case Studies in the Project 

It has often been mentioned in the reports produced in the context of the 

ESPON project 1.3.3 that Europe’s cultural heritage is not just an accumulation 

of tangible assets that needs to be conserved, but an important element of 

identity building and dynamism of the territory. This fundamental idea is 

inspired by three paradigms: 
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• The ‘Attraction paradigm’: the most visible impact of cultural heritage 

on territorial identity lies in its potentials as a resource for the 

development of tourism products, not for export, but for importing 

tourists. This clearly explains the many references in this study and in 

the case studies to the role of cultural heritage in the tourism dynamics 

of places and regions; 

• The ‘Dissemination paradigm’: the idea is that the presence of cultural 

heritage creates a favorable climate for the creation of new cultural 

goods and services, even empowers the forces to explore new cultural 

goods that can be ‘sold’ outside the territory. This is linked with capacity 

building in terms of transmitting local know-how and proceeding from 

production to marketing. Even an explanation for the distinct creativity 

in valorizing USP can result from this paradigm; 

• The ‘Territorial paradigm’: the most important credo of this project is 

the actual contribution of cultural activities to local and regional 

development. Relevant factors are supposed to be found in the spatial 

concentration of cultural heritage elements and the capacity to produce 

and disseminate values and reference points. Cultural assets are seen 

as a social capital, incentives for social integration and above all as 

business opportunities. 

 

In order to integrate the descriptive and statistical analysis, twenty case 

studies were included in this final report. They are not only meant to be en 

integration of the ‘mechanical’ but Europe-wide analysis, but can also be 

considered as examples of the many explorative and in-depth studies 

(methodological, analytical and empirical) that may result from this brand new 

an innovative data base on cultural heritage assets in Europe. 

The added value of case studies lies in the capacity to focus on the specific 

areas and issues such as the understanding of cultural dynamics, new 

methods for mapping and analysing geographical differences, identification of 

new policy issues at an intra- and interregional level or national level in the 

new EU context. The interpretation of spatial patterns in cultural aspects, at a 

inter-regional or intra-regional level, is a research track that has so far been 

little explored, due to a general lack of geo-referenced data. 

Several case studies were carried out in an urban context (Venice, Ghent, 

Dutch cities, Portuguese cities) focussing on the role of cultural heritage and 

cultural policies in the urban dynamics. The interest in a regional study of 

cultural heritage assets and management issues mainly comes from the 



 24

partners in the new member countries such as Czech Republic, Slovakia, 

Romania, and Rhodos (Greece). A more thematic approach has been chosen 

for the study of the economic impact of the Anglican cathedrals in England and 

the development of a cultural route in Spain, connecting the clusters of Jewish 

heritage. As an example of the development of a cultural economy, there is 

the case study on Bolzano. The focus is on the intangible heritage of linguistic 

and ethnic groups and on the specific threats in the eastern border regions of 

Poland, Lituania and Latvia. Within the wide range of cultural activities, much 

attention has been paid to the social and economic impact of cultural events; 

the opera festival of Savonlinna in Finland, the Jazz festival in Marciac–France 

and the “Night of Taranta” in Italy. Only one case study addressed 

methodological problems in comparing national data. 

The link between conservation, production and diffusion issues have been 

studied referring to the regional data on cultural indicators and other 

contextual variables that have been produced in the preceding parts of the 

programme. 

Worth mentioning explicitly is the fact that conservation is seen in most case 

studies as a process of decision-making and priorities about cultural heritage 

(tangible and intangible), about the importance of cultural assets and the 

carriers of local or regional identities. The main purpose is to sustain territorial 

uniqueness and to benefit from the market trends in cultural tourism. The 

consequences of decisions on conservation priorities might imbalance the local 

or regional system, by inducing more mobility and hence increase use 

pressure. The impact of interfering with the existing territorial coherence must 

be anticipated and balanced against the cost and benefits. 

In most cases economic development is the argument, so this needs to be 

assessed in terms of added cultural capital and leverage impact for the 

production processes of creative industries and other knowledge-intensive 

economic sectors. 

 

9. Suggestions for further research 

The project has clearly shown that a European Observatory for Cultural 

Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and Cultural Policies is urgently needed. The 

starting point of such an Observatory as far as cultural heritage is concerned 

should be the methodological discussion and the meta-data base. Apart of 

laying a sound basis for a Europe-wide information system on cultural 

landscapes and cultural heritage, the Observatory should be able to supply 

reliable information on cultural policies on regional, national and community 
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level. It could contain information regarding best practices, be engaged in 

benchmarking as far as cultural policy is concerned, and deliver information on 

sensitive issues such as the way property rights are managed, the way cultural 

development is funded and how cultural development relates to regional 

change,  

The European Observatory for Cultural Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and 

Cultural Policies should be a joint-venture of (at least) the European Union, 

UNESCO (that has already started to work on a cultural observatory) and the 

Council of Europe. Other potential partners may be organisations like ICOMOS 

and ICROM. In any case, to play an effective role in policy making and to 

oversee and control the way article 151 of the Amsterdam Treaty is 

implemented, an independent status of the Observatory is an absolute must. 

Apart of the construction of an observatory, a number of additional and yet 

interrelated suggestions for further research were provided. First of all, 

attention in research should be paid to the development of a set of clear 

definitions of immaterial cultural heritage and in particular the concept of 

identity, avoiding politically sensitive issues. Secondly, the social dimension of 

heritage dimension needs to be researched further; ESPON 1.3.3 especially 

focuses on the economic dimension. In particular, the involvement of non-

institutional stakeholders (among which voluntary organisations) and the costs 

and the benefits of their involvement in heritage conservation and use are 

hardly addressed in theoretical and empirical studies and, hence, in policy 

documents. Finally, next to a structural static analysis that has been proposed 

in the 1.3.3 programme, a more dynamic analysis is needed. Questions such 

as how cultural heritage accumulates and concentrates in space, whether it is 

richness that facilitates this accumulation or accumulation facilitating richness, 

how long it takes before the effectiveness of heritage policies can be measured 

after their implementation, may give insight in the causality of the processes 

that determine the development and use of cultural heritage. The earlier 

mentioned observatory is a basic condition for such research. 
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Preface 

The European regions find themselves in a moment of profound change. On one 
hand they are trying to adapt to the challenges that are inherent to the global, 
post-industrial economy. A shift from traditional manufacturing towards innovative 
and service oriented activities, the relocation of economic activities to countries 
where inputs, in particular labor, are cheaper, an ageing population in combination 
with growing in migration from non-member countries have an immediate impact 
on the Europe of Regions. On the other hand, the extension of the European Union 
towards the East inevitably triggers complex and Europe-wide processes of social, 
economic and territorial reorganization.  

In this context, the role of Cultural Heritage and Identity (CHI) may very well 
become a very crucial one. First of all, cultural heritage and identity are assets that 
are putting Europe in pole position with respect to the rest of the world, offering all 
European regions, no one excluded, unique social and economic development 
opportunities. They are important inputs for the creative industry and the tourist 
industry, two of the most important (the second already employs more than 10% of 
the global workforce) and dynamic sectors of the post-industrial economy. 
Moreover, cultural assets are typical place products that can not be separated nor 
moved from the regions they are located in. This makes such economic activities, 
which may be flourishing thanks to the presence of CHI, strictly bound to that 
location and impossible to re-localize. Thirdly, many cultural assets and traditions 
are not only points of reference for the local populations but for Europeans as such. 
Finally, in a Europe that is pursuing cohesion and competitiveness contemporarily, 
CHI may very well become a sort of a natural bridge between two (apparently) not 
always compatible objectives. In short, CHI is both the basic input for a region’s 
competitiveness and in the same time the glue that keeps the society together. 

This means that CHI, in accordance to its importance as asset for economic and 
social change, should become one of the most strategic dimensions of a modern 
European territorial policy. 

Notwithstanding this belief, the cultural policy of the European Union is very much a 
stealth one, hidden in regional and sector policies that deal with it in an indirect and 
implicit way, often lacking the necessary coordination among them to reach the 
critical mass that makes them truly effective. The TPG believes that the time is ripe 
for the implementation of an explicit European Regional Cultural Policy. A policy 
that should be aiming at using CH wisely, which means that is ought to give top 
priority to on the one hand encouraging the use of CHI in those regions that are not 
yet turning this asset in a social and economic development potential and on the 
other safeguard CHI in those regions that risk to compromise the (long term) 
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integrity of the asset and hence the development potential by exposing them to an 
excessive use pressure. 

In order to formulate concrete territorial cultural policies, an analysis of the supply 
and the use of CHI in the European Union is of fundamental importance. With 
respect to other ESPON projects, that could limit themselves to the mere reading 
and interpretation of available Europe-wide (already an awkward task), the ESPON 
1.3.3 was aware from the beginning that it had to start from scratch and construct 
such a data-base as good and quick as it could. In other words, the CHI project was 
not about reading a book but rather about writing and reading it. Although the 
progress that has been made is, according to the TPG, substantial, further work 
needs to be done. In fact, one of the principal policy recommendation is to use the 
analysis that is presented in this report as a building block for the construction of a 
European Cultural Heritage Observatory, an observatory that provides constant and 
consistent inputs for an explicit European policy regarding one of its most precious 
assets, namely that of cultural heritage and identity. 

This Final Report summarizes the principal achievements of the TPG of the ESPON 
1.3.3 project. Although it is the result of close and intense collaboration between 
the partners that have formed the TPG, the report has been produced under the 
general coordination of Jan van der Borg of the Università Ca’Foscari di Venezia 
(Lead Partner), Antonio Russo of EURICUR, and Myriam Jansen-Verbeke of the 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven. Isabella Cecchini of the Università Ca’Foscari di 
Venezia has contributed to the editing of the volume. Jordi Duch of the Universitat 
Autònoma of Barcelona is the author of the maps that have been included in the 
report. 
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ESPON PROJECT 1.3.3: Executive summary 

 

1. The Background of the ESPON project 1.3.3 

The European space finds itself in a moment of profound change. On one hand it is 
adapting to the challenges that are inherent to the global, post-industrial economy. 
A shift from traditional manufacturing towards innovative and service oriented 
activities, the relocation of economic activities to countries where inputs, in 
particular labor, are cheaper, an ageing population in combination with growing in 
migration from non-member countries have an immediate impact on the Europe of 
Regions. On the other hand, the extension of the European Union towards the East 
inevitably triggers complex and Europe-wide processes of social, economic and 
territorial reorganization.  

In this context, this project has found evidence for believing that the role of 
Cultural Heritage and Identity (CHI) may very well become a crucial one. First of 
all, cultural heritage and identity are assets that are putting Europe in pole position 
with respect to the rest of the world, offering all European regions, no one 
excluded, unique social and economic development opportunities. They are 
important inputs for the creative industry and the tourist industry, two of the most 
important (the second already employs more than 10% of the global workforce) 
and dynamic sectors of the post-industrial economy. Furthermore, cultural assets 
are typically place products that can not be separated nor moved from the regions 
they are located in. This makes these economic activities, that may be flourishing 
thanks to the presence of CHI, strictly bound to that location and impossible to re-
localize. Thirdly, many cultural assets and traditions are not only points of reference 
for the local populations but for Europeans as such. Finally, in a Europe that is 
pursuing cohesion and competitiveness contemporarily, CHI forms sort of a natural 
bridge between two (apparently) not always compatible objectives. This means that 
CHI should become a cornerstone of European territorial policy. 

Notwithstanding this belief, the cultural policy of the European Union is very much a 
stealth one, hidden in regional and sector policies that deal with it in an indirect and 
implicit way, often lacking the necessary coordination among them to reach the 
critical mass that makes them truly effective. The Trans-National Project Group 
(TPG) believes that the time is ripe for the implementation of an explicit European 
Regional Cultural Policy. A policy that should be aiming at using CH wisely, which 
means that is ought to give top priority to on the one hand encouraging the use of 
CHI in those regions that are not yet turning this asset in a social and economic 
development potential and on the other safeguard CHI in those regions that risk to 
compromise the (long term) integrity of the asset and hence the development 
potential by exposing them to an excessive use pressure. 
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In order to formulate concrete territorial cultural policies, the analysis of the supply 
and the use of CHI in the European Union is of fundamental importance. With 
respect to other ESPON projects, that could limit themselves to the mere reading 
and interpretation of available Europe-wide (already an awkward task), the ESPON 
1.3.3 was aware from the beginning that it had to start from scratch and construct 
such a data-base as good and quick as it could. In other words, the CHI project was 
not about reading a book but rather about writing and reading it. Although the 
progress that has been made is, according to the TPG, substantial, further work 
needs to be done. In fact, one of the principal policy recommendation is to use the 
analysis that is presented in this report as a building block for the construction of a 
European Cultural Heritage Observatory, an observatory that provides constant and 
consistent inputs for an explicit European policy regarding one of its most precious 
assets, namely that of cultural heritage and identity. 

 

2. Objectives and organisation of the ESPON project 1.3.3 

As was mentioned before, the ESDP document mentions the necessity to include 
cultural heritage issues into European planning practices. In an effort to provide 
support to a territorial dimension in policy development for an enlarging European 
Union, the challenge of ESDP was looking for (planning) policies, and cultural 
policies were just one of the policies considered, that might contribute to the 
achievement of more territorial cohesion among European Regions. More recently, 
competitiveness and sustainability, as a synthesis of cohesion and competition, 
were added as explicit dimensions of a European territorial policy. 

The ESPON project 1.3.3 tries to meet such challenge, producing an analytic toolkit 
for analysis of the role and spatial effects of the cultural heritage and identity of 
European regions, and of the integration of CHI in European planning.  

The first step the TPG took in this direction has been to select a meaningful list of 
components of cultural heritage and identity, building upon existing, practicable and 
measurable categories. Subsequently, territorial indicators for mapping cultural 
aspects covering the European territory are defined and calculated in the EU27+2 
space, and a regional typology is developed according to different methods of 
multivariate analysis of such indicators. Finally, this information is integrated with 
evidence coming from a wide number of case studies to yield policy objectives and 
recommendations for ESDP, at the European, regional and, whenever possible, local 
scale. 

The absence of a Europe-wide database − that exists for many other different 
sectors of analysis in the ESPON programme − was acknowledged to be absent in 
the case of cultural resources from the moment the proposal to ESPON was 
formulated. The Lead Partner, the University Ca’Foscari of Venice, in fact, took up 
to built right from the start an extensive network of partner universities and 
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research institutes(Ernst-Moritz-Arndt Universität Greifswald, Germany; European 
Institute for Comparative Urban Research (EURICUR), Rotterdam, The Netherlands; 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium; Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, 
Spain; Nottingham Business School, United Kingdom; University of Thessaly, Volos, 
Greece; Universidade de Coimbra, Portugal; University of Copenhagen, Denmark; 
Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, Poland; Savonlinna Institute for Regional 
Development and Research, Universty of Joensuu, Finland; University of Pardubice, 
Czech Republic; and the Institut National de Recherche sur les Transports et leur 
Sécurité – INRETS, subcontractor of KUL) each to be responsible for the gathering 
of national and regional statistics for a limited number of countries. 

The network of partners proved to be of crucial importance for the progression that 
has been made in understanding the presence and the use of cultural heritage in a 
Europe of regions. The complexity of the network, however, also meant that 
considerable efforts had to be invested in the coordination and the streamlining of 
the activities that the partners had to develop. The absence of coordination would 
surely have compromised the quality of the data-set, especially in terms of 
comparability of the information, an issue that has proved to be awkward in itself, 
as will become clear in the report. A substantial effort has been dedicated to the 
discussion of theoretical issues, definitions and methods of data compilation. 
Although this “democratic” way of proceeding gave to many the impression that 
deadlines could never be met, it proved to be essential for the creation of a reliable 
data-base and forms the basis of the analysis that otherwise would have been 
meaningless.  

Three features of the TPG management proved to be of importance in particular. 
The first was the importance given to the partner meetings in Venice, Rotterdam 
and Barcelona, that paved the way for the homogenous approach regarding 
information and its use that characterizes the 1.3.3 programme. The presence of 
members of the ESPON CU in Rotterdam and the final meeting in Venice was also 
much appreciated (and should be standard procedure in all ESPON projects). 
Secondly, the TPG has been structured in a hierarchal way in the sense that the 
Lead Partner has been assisted by the Universities of Barcelona, Leuven and 
Rotterdam for specific management tasks. Thirdly, the inputs provided by the 
Scientific Committee meetings that were organised in occasion of the TPG meetings 
helped to impose clear standards and procedure.  

 

3. Theoretical framework of the project  

The ESPON project 1.3.3 builds upon the rationale of previous project experience 
within ESDP (Study Programme for European Spatial Planning – SPESP, group 1.7 
“cultural assets and cultural landscapes”) and on other key documents like the 
Council of Europe’s European Landscape Convention and UNESCO’s ‘Man and 
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Biosphere’ program. According to these access points, cultural landscapes and built 
heritage need to be protected - and their utilisation enhanced - not only because 
they are valuable markers of human history, but also for general development to be 
sustainable. 

Much research on the economics and geography of culture has been opportunity-
driven. Tourism, and cultural tourism in particular, has unsurprisingly been the 
main focus. Cultural tourism is possibly the most immediate strategy to make the 
heritage “rentable”. On the other hand, the threats determined by excessive tourist 
pressure on the cultural assets have been (and to a large extent still are) an 
“emergency” for many European regions all through the 1980s and 1990s, causing 
fundamental revisions in common thinking and strategic attitudes towards tourism 
development. Established destinations like Venice, Toledo, Rhodos, Sintra, 
Salzburg, the Loire Valley, or world heritage sites in the “new Europe” like Český 
Krumlov, Pécs, Cracow, Tallinn, Paphos are regularly flooded with visitors without 
any sensible long-term benefit being brought to the host community. Furthermore, 
a multiplication of occasions occurs in which the very integrity and symbolic 
significance of such heritage assets is under threat.  

To address the dilemmas posed by tourism development in heritage cities, a stream 
of research has been carried out by the main contractor Ca’ Foscari University of 
Venice and other partners under the aegis of UNESCO-ROSTE during the 1990s 
(Van der Borg and Gotti 1995; van der Borg 1996; Russo 2000; Russo et al. 2001; 
Russo 2002). The “Alternative Tourist Routes in Cities of Art” and “Tourism 
Management in Heritage Cities” projects, both conducted in a partnership with the 
EURICUR organisation at the Erasmus University of Rotterdam, established in 
operational terms the value of heritage as a resource for cities and small historical 
towns, which may promote tourism as a strategy for local economic development 
based on local assets, seeking to optimize the levels of pressure of tourism under 
the constraint of viable socio-economic development. 

Widely-used tourism management tools such as the tourist carrying capacity (Van 
der Borg 1993; Canestrelli and Costa 1991; Lindberg et al. 1997) and tourism area 

life-cycle (Butler 1980; Martin and Uysal 1990; Russo 2004) have been extended to 
encompass the most evident relations between the tourism development patterns 
in a city and the possibility to bring forward the conditions for sustainable growth. 
Their operationalisation in a network of European “heritage cities” has allowed to 
refine practices and processes of urban policy 

Governance issues have been also dealt with, developing the concept of heritage 

stakeholdership as the community of interest which can guarantee the 
(re)production of culture in a given territory. This concept, which hints at notion of 
social and intellectual capital of a community, has marked spatial and economic 
features and is significantly dynamic in nature. It is assumed that heritage 
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stakeholdership is tied to the development cycle activated by tourism in a region, 
which may ultimately result in unsustainable changes. the relation between 
heritage and territory identifying “crisis areas” (at NUTS III level) where the 
tourism development of a given territory was subject to “unbalances”: either an 
excessive pressure threatening to harm cultural assets, or an insufficient capacity 
to put to proper value the concentration of heritage assets in one area. As a 
consequence of the erosion in their stakeholdership base, a territory would not 
generate the resources needed for heritage preservation, and in the long term it is 
subject to dangers of “simplification” and loss.  

One of the main pretext for this study has been the enlargement of Europe: new 
member states generate new economic, social and physical pressures on the 
European cultural assets, but at the same time contribute to a redefinition and a re-
focalisation of the very concepts of culture and identity.  

In fact, in May 2004, 10 new countries have joined the European Union, and other 
two are going to join in 2007. The new countries represent not only an addendum 
of 74 million new citizens and a territory of some 738,000 kmq, but also 
numberless languages, dialects and ethnic groups, as well as a remarkable total of 
49 sites in UNESCO’s World Heritage List (an increase of more than 20% on the 
previous figure in EU15), which add up to the 240 existing in the EU-15 territory. 
Within them, hundreds of regions, characterised by different cultures, languages, 
and systems of belief even within the same country.  

The project addressed the issue what enlargement means in term of valorisation 
and conservation of the cultural heritage of European regions, and what is the 
impact of an extension of the “cultural boundaries” of Europe for economic and 
social development? The two issues are closely related. 

� Increased cultural complexity at the local, regional and pan-continental level: 
Europe, and each of its territories, will be richer in cultural resources: more 
attractive, more interesting, more “contestable”.  

� More opportunities for cultural identification for European communities: the 
enlargement toward neighbouring countries re-brings in the European 
community traces of the heritage of its citizens, who have the opportunity of re-
discovering their past traditions and languages.  

� More room and coordination potential for cultural planning: the enlarged “scale” 
of the cultural resources of Europe, in terms of landscapes and intangible 
heritage, means that more possibilities are given to integrate development 
strategies based on the recognition and valorisation of culture across territories.  

� Additional impulses to human mobility, both driven by cultural consumption 
(tourism), and a result of a wider availability of cultural intangible elements (a 
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“safer” migration, higher levels of quality of life in selected locations, the 
attractiveness of cultural production milieus, etc.).  

Face to these trends, there is a tangible threat that economically backwards regions 
will be tempted to “fill the gap” that divides them from the richer regions by 
abusing the cultural resources, for instance investing in a “bite and run” model of 
tourism development with little consideration for the necessity to conserve the 
resources when compared with large short-term receipts.  With unemployment 
levels in the entering countries almost double than that of EU 15, these countries 
are only partially to blame if they can’t – alone – control the development of a 
tourism industry which is ever more global and hence less constrainable by regional 
policy frameworks. Examples where the heritage has been partly sacrificed in 
change of a possibility to earn ‘easy money’ are already abundant. Prague, Cracow, 
Tallinn are examples of cities where the models of use of the heritage have entered 
in conflict with the present and future needs of the local population. Whole regions 
are undergoing profound social and economic transformations that put in peril a 
fragile and largely intangible heritage.  

Other dangers come from the loss of “stakeholdership” for heritage and culture in 
general which result from migration and added ethnic complexity; from the 
possibility of conflict in the “recognition” of heritage (Graham et al. 1998); and 
from the new physical pressures that a larger, more complex Europe poses to 
irreproducible assets in terms of infrastructure development and pollution levels.  

Clearly, a further expansion of Europe could be a challenge but a larger and 
institutionally stronger Europe could also be a way to come to terms with it: in 
terms of regulation for the conservation and promotion of the heritage, and 
because in it there may flourish “networks of knowledge” which reinforce the 
capacity of each member region to address and manage emerging issues.  

It may be argued that the identification of a “European culture” and of its inner 
diversity gives the opportunity to translate the abstract concept of Europe into a 
cohesive political entity. Europe is indeed represented by a complex of institutions, 
ideas and expectations, habits and feelings, moods, memories and prospects that 
form a “glue” binding Europeans together. We can therefore strengthen the 
“European civic society” sharing such ideas and values. At the same time, the 
European culture and history represent significant bases for the political integration. 
That is why cultural landscapes and built heritage should be protected and valorised 
as valuable markers of our common identity. The idea of European cultural space 
cannot be defined in opposition to national cultures, as it is represented by the 
variety of numerous national and regional cultures; but a stratification of the 
European space according to “potentials” from - or threats to - cultural heritage and 
identity may be a powerful input in the search for greater cohesion and 
permeability between European regions. 



 

7 
 

The territorial dimension in policy development is indeed a key issue in the context 

of an enlarging European Union. The TPG shares the belief that within the new 

Europe the nation-states, still being well defined as territorial administrative 

entities, are giving up some of their political importance and cultural coherence.  

In coherence with the objectives of the ESPON project 1.3.3, rather than on a 
“static definition” and an inventory approach to heritage resources, the TPG has 
focused on the spatial effects (expressions) of cultural heritage and on the dynamic 
interrelations between cultural heritage and identity and social and economic 
development trends. 

However, there are a number of semantic problems in defining heritage in the 
necessary operational terms. First, the conceptualisation of heritage either as (a) a 
static set of features of the territory, or (b) cultural identity as both the result and 
the engine of the social and economic dynamics of communities in the space. 
Between these two extremes one can place official definitions of cultural heritage 
that are given in international treaties and endorsed by organisations, some of 
them mostly dealing with the preservation and promotion of culture, and thus 
focusing on property, closer to (a), others concerned with the importance of culture 
as a driver for socio-economic prosperity and integration, and thus more focusing 
on the function of heritage, closer to (b).  

Secondly, as the project deals with the spatial effects of the heritage, it is 
methodologically very difficult to attach a spatial dimension to intangible cultural 
features and to account for the complexity from the superimposition of different 
cultural element on the space, which led the TPG to reduce the “dimensions” of 
culture to a selected number of measurable categories which can be reconnected to 
a NUTS III spatial level. This approach is based on the notion that cultural heritage 
has a “process nature”: the activities of creation, reproduction and preservation or 
destruction of the heritage assets are deeply embedded in the social and economic 
transformation of a territory and in its cultural identity. 

The following statements are standpoints of this approach: 

� Cultural heritage is a renewable resource, although to a limited extent, because 
it does not just “exist” out there, but is continuously being (re-)produced and 
(re-)elaborated. 

� Cultural heritage is a phenomenon of social organization: it is based on social 
practices. Cultural value is produced through cultural/social practices. As such, 
CH is intimately linked to the civil society and participation in civic activities. 

� There are subjects that are active agents in producing Cultural heritage, and 
objects that are the outcomes of the activities of the agents. The two interact in 
the manner described by Giddens (1984). 
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4. Classification and measurement of CHI components 

Cultural heritage and identity components have been conceptually subdivided into 
different categories which can be distinguished for the type of spatial effects that 
they generate. Data have been collected regarding:  

A – MONUMENTS  

Historical buildings (churches, palaces and castles, old mansions, bridges, 
fountains, etc.) and sites (caves, archaeological remains, battlefields, etc.) have 
marked spatial characteristics because they are an immobile, structural element of 
the territory. They generate “flows”, mostly physical flows of visitors and users, and 
possibly also financial flows from their economic exploitation. Most countries do 
have national or regional registers of the cultural heritage, subdivided by typology, 
that are normally available on the web or in geo-referenced format on request.  

B – PROTECTED CULTURAL LANDSCAPES AND CONJUNCTS 

This category focuses on the interaction of different cultural elements and on their 
spatial pattern. These assets have composite nature and occupy a large area in the 
space, so that it is not possible to pinpoint them to an exact location. Rather that a 
physical address, they involve a “delimitation” of a territory from the recognition of 
a “common cultural element” over the physical space. They are subject to different 
levels of protection. Data have been collected on entries in national lists.  

C – MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 

This category includes collections of movable tangible heritage and focuses on their 
“institutionalisation” in a man-made exhibition space (museum or gallery) which 
also has value as a place for furthering, interpretation and dynamisation of a 
specific cultural theme or identity of a place. They have spatial impacts because 
they generate flows and because they can be “moved” or “grouped” in strategic 
locations.  

D - EVENTS 

Intangible heritage assets are immaterial expressions of a territory, of a community 
or of different communities insisting on the same regions, of its economic and social 
history. They thus provide a “symbolic” backbone for the very recognition of the 
physical cultural markers of the heritage. Cultural events may be conceived as an 
explicitation of the cultural idiosyncrasy of a territory, stretching in range from the 
celebration of traditional folklore to the increasing multiculturalism of metropolitan 
cities. Only those events with certain characteristics which stress their “spatial 
effect” and their connection with the local cultural identity, and these criteria have 
been followed in whatever case it was possible to operate such discrimination 
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E – CULTURAL DIVERSITY  

Languages, religions, ethnic groupings, social structures are expression of the local 
identity. The selection criterion for these assets should be the existence of spatial 
expressions and effects, which need to be visible, traceable, and measurable. The 
key idea here has been to rank regions according to the cultural diversity - which 
may have positive (a larger development potential from hybridisation of capacities) 
as well as negative (a diluted identity) connotations. Information on the 
classification of the residents of a region per nationality and ethic descent, have 
been considered.  

F - CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS 

A dynamic conceptualisation of cultural heritage needs to address the capacity of 
people to “use” the cultural heritage of a territory in order to generate revenues. A 
large share of population employed in cultural industries is an element that gives 
substance to the concept of dynamic heritage: either because they allow its 
communication and transmission, or because they re-elaborate and discuss its 
symbolic value, generating new cultural meanings. Yet to measure the “creative” 
intensity of a regional economic system it was decided instead to count people 
having “cultural” or creative professions independently from the sector of activity in 
which they are employed. This calculus involves a delimitation of professions 
(according to a selection of ISCO-88 codes) to be considered “creative”, which has 
been derived from other EU financed studies on the matter1.  

G - CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND ORGANISATIONS 

This category includes elements which contribute to the forwarding and 
transmission of the heritage: institutions and organisations which are not to be 
considered as cultural heritage per se but reflect the “will” of a community to 
further, share and promote their cultural heritage, thus defining their identity; 
namely theatres, cinemas and public libraries. These assets have marked spatial 
effects because they generate flows (for instance, audiences to performances or 
students flowing in a place and enhancing its social capital) and networks within 
and over territories.  

H - INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL 

The TPG has also looked at the social side of heritage, taking into consideration the 
“intellectual capital” of the region, that is the extension of the “capacities” on which 
the region can count to further its heritage and identity or, else, to dynamise it and 
valorise it. A region with outstanding cultural features (good universities, high 

                                                 
1 LEG project “CULTURAL STATISTICS IN THE EU”, EUROSTAT Working Paper Population 

and social conditions 3/ 2000/E/N° 1; and the EUROCULT21 project available on-line 
http://www.eurocult21.org/. 
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levels of quality of life, aesthetically inspiring and well-preserved landscapes) is 
capable of attracting the top skilled workers and the best creative talents; on the 
other hand, these contribute to further growth and diversity of the cultural fabric of 
the region. Data have been collected on number of graduates in higher education 
institutions and population over 15 in a region with high attainment level. 

I - CULTURAL EXCELLENCE 

Aside from these categories, other data regarding “cultural excellence” of Europe 
have been collected. These data regard cultural components classified uniformly 
over the EU territory as part of networks of excellence in specific fields of cultural 
activity. Data collection at this level is bound to offer a “benchmark” in order to 
distinguish the “quality” of the data collected from various data sources and provide 
additional information regarding the spatial distribution of development potentials 
in the EU27+2 territory. Data have been collected on: 

o Theatres belonging to the European Theatre Convention (ETC) 

o Opera companies belonging to the network Opera Europa 

o Museums that are members of ICOM  

o Cities that have been European Capitals of Culture (1985-2008) 

o Film festivals listed in two main portals, http://www.eurofilmfest.org and 
http://www.filmfestivals.com  

o UNESCO Wold Heritage Sites, subdivided by type (prehistoric relicts, ancient 
ruins, ancient to medieval monuments, town, town centres, villages, religious 
buildings, secular buildings, technical constructions, cultural landscapes).  

 

5. Indicators of CHI 

Information in different heritage categories of need to be composed with other 
information in order to produce spatial indicators, that is, measures which allow a 
significant measurement and ranking of the space according to different aspects of 
interest for this project, and namely the type of spatial effects that they are likely 
to produce.  

Spatial indicators should be conceived as ratios; the composition of two or more 
quantitative measures in one indicator allows the “measurement” (and to some 
extent the “ordering”) of the territory according to specific dimensions.  

The most interesting for this study are: 

� PRESENCE of heritage assets (in absolute numbers) 

� DENSITY of heritage assets (assets per kmq) 
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� POTENTIAL USE PRESSURE FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS AND VISITORS  

� AVAILABILITY OF CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE (n. of theatres, cinema screens, 
public libraries per 1,000 inhabitants) 

Other spatial indicators refer to the characteristics of the population:  

� CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS IN WORKFORCE  

� INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL  

� DIVERSITY of population according to nationality or ethnic groupings.  

It is also conceptually useful to differentiate between: 

Supply indicators. Density indicators are the most adequate to represent supply 
because they reveal the existence of a concentration of resources which are likely 
to be at the core of a “supply system” of culture. A regional analysis of the location 
patterns of CH elements can be the instrument to detect possible cross border 
cultural linkages and opportunities for the construction of cultural networks.  

Demand indicators: use pressure indicators (albeit potential) partly reflect the 
existence (supply) of the heritage, but introduce the issue of its “use”. They have a 
higher degree of ambiguity because they are dependent on assumptions, estimates 
and management practices. Thus, they need to be evaluated in combination with 
qualitative indicators which are not always available at the level of a single asset or 
at the regional level; these aspects will be investigated at case study level.  

Structural indicators: indicators like population diversity, the availability of 
cultural infrastructure, the orientation to creativity of the local society and the 
intellectual capital present in a region illustrate the potential to engage in processes 
of cultural production and reproduction, which is at the basis of a cultural dynamics. 
Thus, a territory under-endowed in heritage resources but strong in human capital 
and quality of life aspects has better chances to valorise and “use” its resources 
than “culturally rich” territories which are poor in structural conditions. 

The resulting structure of the indicators is illustrated in Figure 1. For every indicator 
for which there is sufficient area coverage, maps have been built, at NUTS III level. 
The NUTS II level has been used as an alternative only in case that the coverage at 
NUTS III level proved to be insufficient.  

Thus, 20 “descriptive” maps (12 at NUTS III level and 8 at NUTS II level, are 
delivered plus 2 maps of “cultural excellence” based on categories I1-I6. Whenever 
the regional cover of collected data has not been complete, the data has not been 
used to compile maps but only as a reference in the elaboration. 

It should be stressed that in some cases the representations of the phenomena 
captured by the use of one or more indicators is only approximated due to the large 
dishomogeneity in the nature and structure of the collected data among regions, 
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which is only partly eliminated by smoothing techniques and the recurrence to 
complementary data sources.  

A further warning to the reader regards the variation of reference years for data 
used to construct the same map. The consequences of this shortcoming remain 
limited. In effect, the analysis has a distinct structural rather than a dynamic 
character and therefore it can safely be assumed that in a limited time span these 
structural features are only marginally influenced by differences in the years of 
reference of the information used for the analysis.   
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Figure 1 Structure of indicators 

 

Heritage 

categories

Cat. # Description Presence Density Availability Potential use pressure 

(locals)

Potential use pressure 

(visitors)

Potential use pressure 

(integrated)

Diversity index % of population

A Immovable individual 
assets: monuments and 
sites

A.0: n. of assets in region A.1: n. of assets in region per 
kmq

A.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

A.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

A.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

B Immovable entities: 
protected landscapes and 
conjuncts

B.0: n. of entities in region B.1: n. of entities in region per 
kmq

B.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

B.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

B.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

C Movable objects in 
collections: museums and 
galleries

C.0: n. of museums in region C.1: n. of museums in region 
per kmq

C.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

C.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

C.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

Intangible heritage D Celebrations of local 
culture: events

D.0: n. of events in region D.1: n. of events in region per 
kmq

D.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

D.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

D.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

E1 Groupings of resident 
population by nationality

E.1: Shannon index of cultural 
diversity by nationality of 
residents

E2 Groupings of resident 
population by ethnic 
descent

E.2: Shannon index of diversity 
by ethnic descent of residents

F Cultural and creative 
professionals

F.1: cultural and creative 
professionals as a share of 
active population

G1 Theaters G.21: n. of theaters per 1,000 
inhabitants

G2 Cinema screens G.22: n. of cinema screens per 
1,000 inhabitants

G3 Public libraries G.23: n. of public libraries per 
1,000 inhabitants

H1 University output: graduates 
in local HE

H.11: graduates in local higher 
education as a percentage of 
local population

H2 Attainment level of 
population (high)

H.12: percentage of local 
residents with high attainment 
level (ISCED-97 codes 5 and 6)

CLASSES OF INDICATORS

Tangible heritage

Identity

Infrastructure

Intellectual capital

SUPPLY OF HERITAGE DEMAND OF HERITAGE

STRUCTURAL INDICATORS OF 

HERITAGE
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6. Key descriptive maps based on indicators of CHI 

The sheer number of heritage assets in a region allows an overview of the 
distribution and localisation of cultural assets in Europe. The map in Figure 2, 
though, represents rather an illustration of existing structural inconsistencies and 
lack of homogeneity in data sources than proof of regional differences in the 
endowment with CHI, tending to over-represent regions where the (public) 
protection and listing of the heritage assets is more exhaustive (and efficient), as is 
the case in Sweden. On the contrary, countries that, though full of riches, have to 
be more selective in their efforts or have to leave more to the private sector (Italy 
and Greece above all) are evidently penalised in this representation. 

Secondly, from this first map emerges a second problem that is linked to the use of 
indicators that merely count the number of objects in regions, a problem common 
to all ESPON projects. Due to the difference in the extension of NUTS III (as 
measured for example in km2), countries with smaller NUTS III areas (e.g. 
Germany) result structurally under-represents regions (since the probability that 
small regions are endowed with CHI is small) while countries with larger NUTS III 
areas are obviously well represented (since the probability that small regions are 
endowed with CHI is large). 

The first bias can only be eliminated through a substantial revision of the database 
itself. The TPG utilised the averages values and distribution of data collected in 
occasion of the SPESP project by group 1.7 “cultural assets and natural landscapes” 
to calibrate the absolute values in “outlier” countries (Italy, Greece, Sweden) in 
ESPON 1.3.3. A new indicator Aº is thus created, using the corrected database. The 
result can be observed in Fig. 3.  

The second bias (variation of area extension) is eliminated by producing a map of 
densities as captured by indicator A.1. The resulting map is presented in Figure 4. 
The concentration of protected heritage assets in space could be considered (with 
darker coloured regions characterised by “high” values and lighter coloured regions 
by “low” values) a proxy of the attractiveness of the region, under the assumption 
that the higher the number of resources that can be found in proximity of a certain 
point, the larger economic potential for development from tourism but also from 
other forms of valorisation of local culture: education, heritage industry, creative 
industry; these all need a “spatial critical mass” to attract the investments and 
infrastructure that is needed for development. 
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Figure 2 Map of Europe based on indicator A.0  
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Figure 3 Map of Europe based on indicator A.0º (A.0 dataset calibrated 

according to the SPESP database of cultural attractions) 
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Algorithm.-
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Presence of monuments, corrected database
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FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; 
BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
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Figure 4 Map of Europe based on indicator A.1  
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Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Area data from ESPON shapefile information. NUTS III

Density of monuments, corrected database

Aº.1

Reference year:
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BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
Area data: 2005 (source EUROSTAT)
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The map reveals that – structural inconsistencies aside − European heritage is 
concentrated, broadly speaking, in a relatively limited number of regions; again 
coastal regions emerge, as well as metropolitan areas. 

Diversity in foreign nationalities within a region (heritage category E1) reflects the 
exploding human mobility that characterises contemporary societies, with 
increasing shares of non-nationals inhabiting regions and especially the largest 
European metropolitan areas, as temporary workers, students, retired people, 
refugees and migrants seeking a new nationality, and also global elites of transient 
urban dwellers, generating what Martinotti calls “fourth generation metropolis” 
which are sustainable to the extent that they accommodate such diversity and use 
it to position themselves in global networks. The emerging map of cultural diversity 
of European regions is illustrated in Figure 5.  

The map highlights which regions are more “open” to foreign nationalities and 
reflect very closely the pressures at the borders of Europe as well as the new 
destination countries which receive the highest number of foreigners. It is quite 
surprising to see that as a legacy of the national complexity of former USSR. It is 
also interesting to note the high level of diversity in Europe’s most important 
financial and political hubs, in border regions, as well as in the “pleasure 
peripheries” (Spanish coasts, Southern France, Tuscany) which increasingly attract 
retired people and foreigners in search of a lifestyle change.  

The share of local workers (active population) engaging in cultural professions is an 
indication of how “embedded” culture is in local production systems, and as such, of 
its importance as an axis of economic development, but also of diversification and 
social inclusion. The data from the most recent Labour Force Survey (2005) are 
only available at NUTS II level. The corresponding map in Figure 6 illustrates in 
which regions and countries culture is more intensively used as source of material 
development.  

The map highlights the importance of cultural employment in large cities, especially 
in Central-Northern Europe (but also in Madrid, Vienna, Rome), but also in 
countries which have characterised themselves with the high degree of “creativity” 
– or the capacity to elaborate cultural values into knowledge-based industries, like 
Finland (telecom), Sweden (design, electronics), the Netherlands (media, 
publishing), Switzerland (design, architecture). Surprising is the emergence of a 
number of particularly active creative clusters in the new member countries, 
especially in the South-East. 
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Figure 5 Map of Europe based on indicator E.1 
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Figure 6 Map of Europe based on indicator F.1 
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7. Regional typologies 

In coherence with the objectives of the project, the TPG has focused in Work 
Package 3 on the spatial effects (expressions) of cultural heritage, and on 
correspondent stratifications of the European space through the production of 
regional typologies.  

In synthesis, the main information on the project output in terms of performance 
indicators and maps produced is provided in Table 1 below. 

 

Table 1 Performance indicators developed in ESPON project 1.3.3 as from 

priority 1 

No. of spatial indicators developed  

- in total 30 

covering  

- the EU territory 30 

- more than the EU territory  

No. of spatial indicators applied 22 

- in total 22 

covering  

- the EU territory 22 

- more than the EU territory  

No of spatial concepts defined 3 

• potential demand or use pressure  

• supply 

• cultural orientation (8 classes) 

 

No of spatial typologies tested 3 

No of EU maps produced 52 

No of ESDP policy options addressed in that 

field 

5 

• Urban-rural relationships 

• Polycentric development 

• Territorial cohesion 

• Competitiveness versus subsidiarity 

• Wise use of cultural heritage 
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After experimentation, the TPG has decided to exclude the use of cluster or factor 
analysis for the development of regional typologies; in fact, the incompleteness of 
the database produced trivial results. For this reason, the TPG has looked for 
“second best” methods to achieve a stratification of the European territory 
according to different aspects of interest to this project.  

“A priori” labels are established, capturing different aspects and impacts of culture. 
Through the identification and the “loading” of the indicators in the database that 
influence such labels, they can be manipulated into complex indices, and the 
regions ranked accordingly. Of course, this technique is less solid than advanced 
statistical techniques like those proposed above; yet it has the indubitable 
advantages of simplicity and “interpretability”.  

- Demand and supply of cultural heritage  

A first analytic approach to the construction of regional typologies considers the 
supply of cultural resources and potential demand.  

A composite “supply indicator” was built including only the aspects of culture that 
are more explicitly identifiable as supply, therefore only indicators A to D (heritage, 
protected landscapes, museum and events), and especially considering density, as 
concentration in space increases the chances that individual resources are 
integrated − functionally and in the perception of potential users − as a supply 
system. The mapping of “potential demand” follows the same ranking procedure. 
The indicators considered are potential use pressure by tourists and locals at NUTS 
II level, at which tourist data are available.  

The next step in this analysis regards the “match” between (potential) demand and 
supply; this finally yields a subdivision the territory into “categories” which are 
affected by different problems, to which adequate solutions can be proposed. Each 
point in the resulting scatterplot corresponds to a couplet of values of potential 
demand and supply of heritage in that region. Ignoring points that are too close to 
the origin to be significantly different from a “normal” situation2, we focus on the 
points that lie above a critical threshold of 0.75 times the standard deviation.  

The resulting map is shown in Figure 7. Regions coloured in pale yellow are those 
which are in relative balance. Green areas are those where high demand goes 
together with high supply, generating a potential for sophisticated strategies of 
heritage valorisation (among them are Vienna, Muenster, Liguria, Malta and Inner 
London). Ochre areas need better valorisation of their assets (among them are 
Brussels, Antwerp, Prague, Berlin, and most Dutch metropolitan regions. Pink areas 

                                                 
2 The pale yellow area includes regions for which the normalised squares of x and y is 

inferior to 1.5 times the standard deviation for each variable, or P2+S2<1.52 where P: 
potential demand of heritage, or Aº.4+B.4+C.4+D.4, and S: supply of heritage, or 
Aº.1+B.1+C.1+D.1, where A, .., D have been all normalised to mean: 0 and variance: 1. 
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are the ones more “at risk” from excessive pressure and need careful conservation 
and diversification of culture. Among them, are the regions of the most important 
European “star destinations” (Venice, Florence, Salzburg), plus Greater Manchester, 
Cyprus, Schleswig-Holstein). Finally light blue areas need to generate more cultural 
resources to become more attractive. In this region we find some Eastern-European 
regions especially in Bulgaria, Romania and Poland. This stratification offers 
immediate policy indications especially in terms of coordinated tourism 
management and conservation across Europe.  
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Figure 7 Classification of NUTS II regions according to unbalances between 

potential demand and supply of heritage resources, critical threshold 

0.75*st. dev.  
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- Functions of culture  

The construction of a regional typology based on the relative strength or 
specialisation or each region according to the various cultural components 
considered in this study is made more interesting by combining various indicators 
to highlight more general “functional aspects” of culture. These may be compared 
but not ordered: one function is not necessarily “inferior” to another (but generates 
different territorial effects). At the same time, they allow the ordering of region 
according to each specialisation: one region can be over- or under-endowed in 
relation to one particular specialisation, and at the same time in relation to others, 
achieving a multiple specialisation or “excellence” in culture.  

Cultural heritage and identity components are thus rearranged according to their 
relevance with regard to three “functions” or specialisations: 

o The conservation of culture: culture as an asset – tangible or intangible - 
with ethic value and carrier of local identity, which needs to be defended 
against territorial and market trends which compromise the stability of its 
provision.  

o The production of culture: culture as a “commodity” which needs to be 
(re)produced not only to reconstitute the cultural capital which is one key 
component of contemporary social and economic development and which is 
continuously wasted due to its idiosyncratic nature, but also (and 
increasingly so) as a source of economic development insofar it is embedded 
in production processes (creative industries and other knowledge-intensive 
economic sectors).  

o The valorisation of culture: culture as a set of social norms and capacities 
which enrich the local communities and that may be used by the latter to 
“make themselves known” to the other communities in order to establish 
good relations for social and economic exchange. 

 

To achieve an ordering of the regions according to each of the specialisations 
considered and their combinations, it is assumed that each of the cultural 
components, measured through the use of indicators A to H, has specific effects on 
any of the specialisations. Subsequently, a procedure is established to rank the 
scores of each region in more indicators according to the relative specialisation that 
it achieves in the three areas; and the scores achieved in the three functions of 
culture can be combined, and a regional typology is produced according to the 
score achieved in the triplet “Conservation-Production-Valorisation”. The 
consideration of the functions for which regions achieve a high score yields a 
classification, ranging from multi-specialised regions to non-specialised regions, and 
all intermediate possibilities (tagged in various ways).  
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In Fig. 8, the results from the partition at NUTS II level are illustrated. 
Undoubtedly, the situation described by the map is patchy and reflects the 
methodological difficulties implicit in the aggregation of different indexes. 
Nevertheless certain patterns emerge. The excellence category (CPV) includes most 
large urban areas or Europe (plus a certain number of “surprising” outsiders such 
as Highlands, Estonia, Aragon), CP (reproductionist) regions include many 
secondary cities in the respective national systems, CV (classroom) regions include 
mostly rural areas, PV (craftshops) region include many (post)-industrial cities, C 
regions again secondary heritage-rich urban centres and rural areas, P regions 
smaller production clusters, and finally V regions include mostly coastal tourism 
destinations. 

The implicit policy implications following this subdivision of the European territory is 
that any region should aim at becoming an “multi-specialised region” in the terms 
described here, thus, enhancing the functional specialisations for which its is 
lagging. Hence, reproductionist regions should better valorise their heritage and 
cultural assets, for instance through a more explicit tourist orientation, or improving 
their accessibility; classroom regions should be more focused on empowering local 
communities to revitalise the cycle of cultural production; craftshop regions should 
be more careful about the conservation of heritage assets, which is the base for a 
sustainable valorisation of the same. And so forth in various combinations.  

To conclude, a double regional typology has been produced.  

The first jointly examines (potential) demand for cultural assets with their supply, 
subdividing the EU27+2 territory into regions characterised by different relations 
between excess or lack of potential demand and excess or lack of supply, which 
would benefit from a better joint management of demand and supply systems.  

The second addresses functional specialisations of culture and orders EU27+2 
regions according to their relative scores in each of these specialisations and to 
joint multiple specialisations.  
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Figure 8 Map of EU27+2 (NUTS II) according to the regional classification 

“conservation-production-valorisation” (CPV).  
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8. Culture and other features of the ESPON space 

Finally, the basic cultural indicators of ESPON project 1.3.3 − and their composition 
into more “complex” indexes leading to regional typologies – are cross-analysed 
with data and typologies developed by other ESPON projects. The objective is to 
test whether there are significant interrelations between the two, which may be 
explained by regional development theories, and possibly lead to integrated policy 
frameworks. The regional territory is stratified accordingly, and the regional 
stratification mapped to highlight areas of “outstanding” interrelation between 
culture and other aspects considered by the ESPON programme. The most 
interesting maps derived from this experiment are presented below.  

The map in Figure 9 charts the endowment of cultural heritage against accessibility 
as measured by ESPON project 1.2.1. Accessibility is classified in five categories (1: 
very low to 5: very high) and in each such category, areas with an above-normal 
level density of tangible heritage assets are highlighted. Among highly inaccessible 
NUTS III areas which enjoy a large supply of tangible heritage assets are, among 
others, the Bulgarian capital Sofia, the West of Ireland, Larissa, Ragusa, Torun, 
Cluj, South West Wales; at a slightly higher level of accessibility (but still low) we 
find Rostock, Aarhus, the Calvados region, Siena, Lodz, Devon. Regions with a very 
high accessibility and an endangered supply of tangible heritage are Bruxelles, 
Heidelberg, Copenhagen, Paris, Budapest, Utrecht and Pisa, among others. 

Next, issues of culture and economic development are considered, focusing, among 
other things, on lagging regions. The analysis of data shows that both fixed 
elements of the cultural supply of a territory, like the density of tangible heritage, 
and “mobile” elements like the density of museums, events, cultural infrastructure, 
cultural employment, intellectual capital and diversity are lowest in lagging regions 
and highest in non-lagging regions, indicating that - to some extent - initial regional 
disparities in the provision of culture may have produced larger differences. 
“Potentially lagging regions” have in some cases (conjuncts, events, cultural 
infrastructure, and university output) a relatively larger availability of cultural 
resources than non-lagging regions, indicating that regional disparities may be 
recovered by valorising these assets and using it more explicitly as pillar of 
economic development policies. 

To identify which regions could most benefit from the existing supply of tangible 
and intangible heritage, we map lagging and potentially lagging regions which 
enjoy an average to high supply of heritage (SUPPLY variable from the regional 
typology introduced above). 
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Figure 9 Accessibility and density of heritage assets in NUTS III regions  

#

#

#

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Kyiv

Wien
Bern

Oslo

Riga

Roma

Minsk

Praha
Paris

Dublin

BerlinLondon

Sofiya

Tirana

Madrid

Ankara

Zagreb

SkopjeLisboa

Vilnius

Beograd

Nicosia

Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Algorithm.-
- 5: very high accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 4: high accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 2: low accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 1: very low accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 0: other values

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Source of accessibility data: ESPON project 1.2.1.
Missing data in Poland are due to shapefile misspecification 
(different shapefile versions used in the two projects). NUTS III. 

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
AcME01N3 (Potential accessibility multimodal,
ESPON space = 100) (ESPON 1.2.1)

RELATION BETWEEN MULTIMODAL ACESSIBILITY AND HERITAGE DENSITY

non Espon space

Very high accessibility (5)

High accessibility (4)

Low accessibility (2)

Very low accessibility (1)

Other values (0)

no data Source and other metadata information:

 

 



 

 30

The resulting territorial classification is mapped in Figure 10. Only the “extreme” 
regions in the relation between the two variables (high or average supply of 
heritage, lagging or potentially lagging regions) are mapped; all the other 
combinations are attributed a uniform colour (yellow). Among the regions with a 
higher “potential for culture-based regeneration” emerging from this exercise, the 
map points out, among others, most Eastern Germany regions and Southern Italian 
regions like Campania. Though with a lower supply level, the map also highlights 
that there is potential for regions like Moravia, Estonia, Slovenia (the whole 
countries are NUTS II regions), Cantabria, Puglia, Sicily, and most Southern-Poland 
regions. Some “potentially lagging regions” also have good chances of recovering 
by better using their cultural potential: among regions with a high supply of 
heritage we find Prague, Berlin, Liege, the Cumbria region, the Peloponnesus region 
and Sardinia. In the same position but with a lesser but important endowments of 
heritage are the Basque Countries, Tuscany, the region of Bratislava, Algarve and 
Northern Sweden.  
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Figure 10 Lagging NUTS II regions and levels of cultural supply 
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9. Case Studies 

It has often been mentioned in the reports produced in the context of the ESPON 
project 1.3.3 that Europe’s cultural heritage is not just an accumulation of tangible 
assets that needs to be conserved, but an important element of identity building 
and dynamism of the territory. This fundamental idea is inspired by three 
paradigms: 

• The ‘Attraction paradigm’: the most visible impact of cultural heritage on 
territorial identity lies in its potentials as a resource for the development of 
tourism products, not for export, but for importing tourists. This clearly 
explains the many references in this study and in the case studies to the role 
of cultural heritage in the tourism dynamics of places and regions; 

• The ‘Dissemination paradigm’: the idea is that the presence of cultural 
heritage creates a favorable climate for the creation of new cultural goods 
and services, even empowers the forces to explore new cultural goods that 
can be ‘sold’ outside the territory. This is linked with capacity building in 
terms of transmitting local know-how and proceeding from production to 
marketing. Even an explanation for the distinct creativity in valorizing USP 
can result from this paradigm; 

• The ‘Territorial paradigm’: the most important credo of this project is the 
actual contribution of cultural activities to local and regional development. 
Relevant factors are supposed to be found in the spatial concentration of 
cultural heritage elements and the capacity to produce and disseminate 
values and reference points. Cultural assets are seen as a social capital, 
incentives for social integration and above all as business opportunities. 

 

In order to complement the maps and the analyses of the previous work-packages 
twenty case studies were included in this final report. They are not only meant to 
be en integration of the ‘mechanical’ but Europe-wide analysis, but can also be 
considered as examples of the many explorative and in-depth studies 
(methodological, analytical and empirical) that may result from this brand new an 
innovative data base on cultural heritage assets in Europe. 

The added value of case studies lies in the capacity to focus on the specific areas 
and issues such as the understanding of cultural dynamics, new methods for 
mapping and analysing geographical differences, identification of new policy issues 
at an intra- and interregional level or national level in the new EU context. The 
interpretation of spatial patterns in cultural aspects, at a inter-regional or intra-
regional level, is a research track that has so far been little explored, due to a 
general lack of geo-referenced data. 
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Several case studies were carried out in an urban context (Venice, Ghent, Dutch 
cities, Portuguese cities) focussing on the role of cultural heritage and cultural 
policies in the urban dynamics. The interest in a regional study of cultural heritage 
assets and management issues mainly comes from the partners in the new member 
countries such as Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, and Rhodos (Greece). A more 
thematic approach has been chosen for the study of the economic impact of the 
Anglican cathedrals in England and the development of a cultural route in Spain, 
connecting the clusters of Jewish heritage. As an example of the development of a 
cultural economy, there is the case study on Bolzano. The focus is on the intangible 
heritage of linguistic and ethnic groups and on the specific threats in the eastern 
border regions of Poland, Lituania and Latvia. Within the wide range of cultural 
activities, much attention has been paid to the social and economic impact of 
cultural events; the opera festival of Savonlinna in Finland, the Jazz festival in 
Marciac–France and the “Night of Taranta” in Italy. Only one case study addressed 
methodological problems in comparing national data. 

The link between conservation, production and diffusion issues have been studied 
referring to the regional data on cultural indicators and other contextual variables 
that have been produced in the preceding parts of the programme. 

Worth mentioning explicitly is the fact that conservation is seen in most case 
studies as a process of decision-making and priorities about cultural heritage 
(tangible and intangible), about the importance of cultural assets and the carriers of 
local or regional identities. The main purpose is to sustain territorial uniqueness and 
to benefit from the market trends in cultural tourism. The consequences of 
decisions on conservation priorities might imbalance the local or regional system, 
by inducing more mobility and hence increase use pressure. The impact of 
interfering with the existing territorial coherence must be anticipated and balanced 
against the cost and benefits. 

In most cases economic development is the argument, so this needs to be assessed 
in terms of added cultural capital and leverage impact for the production processes 
of creative industries and other knowledge-intensive economic sectors. 

 

10. Policy recommendations and suggestions for further research 

Cultural heritage may constitute one key stabilising factor for the social past and 
the collective memory of our society while, on the other hand, culture and the 
cultural heritage themselves are subject to changes. It is necessary to ensure that 
future generations may continue to benefit from the stabilising effect. However, the 
emphasis on “being there” instead of on “being used” has sometimes led to a 
conservative, passive attitude towards heritage conservation. Progress and heritage 
use, on the one hand, and heritage conservation on the other, are often regarded 
as incompatible. Gradual changes in this attitude have been observed. Lately, a 
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new vision regarding heritage conservation emerged, in which the presence of 
heritage alone is not sufficient, but heritage itself becomes a major impulse for 
social and economic progress, progress from which heritage itself benefits.  

Several new international conventions and programmes, including the ESDP, that 
address the issue of cultural heritage explicitly respond to these juxtapositions by 
stating that the “wise” use of heritage ought to be promoted. By wise use they 
understand: use the many opportunities cultural heritage offers, while respecting 
the ethical aspects of heritage. The heritage is closely connected to the place where 
it is located and the local community. Making the heritage accessible and recognisable 
to the wider public provides huge opportunities of enrichment, such as community 
awareness and cohesion, social-economic regeneration for deprived areas, 
employment in the lowest sectors of the job market, image improvement of the place. 
The revenue generated through the use of the heritage is a major means to finance 
the up-grading and the conservation of the heritage itself, and can be redistributed to 
improve the socio-economic conditions of the community.  

Currently, the European cultural policy is very much a stealth policy, in the sense 
that specific actions regarding cultural development and cultural heritage are but a 
very small piece of a much larger amount of actions that are hidden in the different 
sectoral and spatial policies that are indirectly addressing cultural aspects. 
Moreover, the presence of an explicit regional dimension in cultural policies as such 
is rather weak. 

The European Union’s involvement in a common cultural policy is regulated by 
article 151 of the Treaty of Amsterdam that was adopted in 1997. This article 
clearly states that “the Community shall contribute to the flowering of the cultures 
of member states”, co-operating actively with all the member states, third countries 
and other competent organisations in the sphere of culture, in particular the Council 
of Europe. The broad aims of these actions concern, on one hand, bringing the 

common cultural heritage to the fore, and, on the other, respect and promote the 

diversity of its cultures. 

In fact, the principal programmes developed by the European Commission that are 
directly addressing cultural development of Europe are two: Culture2000 and the 
European Capitals of Culture Programme. 

The Culture2000 programme gathers the Raffaello (heritage), Arianna (literature) 
and Caleidoscopio (arts production) programmes. The programme was originally 
implemented for the 2000-2004 period but was extended and expanded for until 
2007. The budget grew from approximately 200 million per year to 408 million per 
year in 2007. The aims of this programme were: acceleration of the construction of 
a united Europe; acceleration of the process of globalization; acceleration of the 
entrance in the information society; creation of occupation and enforcing social 
cohesion and integration; stimulating economic development. 
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The attention for culture in the European Commission as such has been rather 
marginal when confronted with other parts of European policy and considering the 
importance of cultural heritage for a Europe of regions. In 2007, approximately 1 
Euro per inhabitant will be spend on explicit, direct cultural policies which is far 
below the average spending of the single member states. In fact, the Culture 2007 
programme partially corrects some of the flaws in the programme. These flaws 
were principally (a) a difficulty in creating synergies with other organisations that 
deal with cultural development (not only the Council of Europe and UNESCO, 
organisation that will be dealt with hereafter), (b) a marginal and fragmented  
budget, and (c) too many objectives that were pursued contemporarily. 

The European Capitals of Culture Programme runs successfully since 1985, the year 
that Athens became the first Capital of Culture. Following the suggestions made by 
the Committee of Regions, the selection of cities has been modified in order to 
allow the new member states to express a cultural capital as rapidly as possible. In 
fact, between 2009 and 2018 two capitals will be selected, one from the old 
member states and one from the new member states, according to a precise 
calendar. Moreover, Decision 1419/1999/EC allows for third countries to forward 
candidates that might be designated as Cultural Capitals. The eagerness and 
interest of cities to become Capital of Culture is often explained by social-economic 
motives as much as by cultural motives. Cases such as Glasgow (1990), Lisbon 
(1994) and Lille (2004) are perfect illustrations of the philosophy that this project 
has been trying to emphasise: cultural and regional development, if properly 
managed, are walking hand in hand. 

Other initiatives in the field of culture (arts rather than cultural heritage) regard the 
mobility of artists (for example the European Border Breakers Awards for musicians 
or the CIMET programme for performing artists, in particular dancers) and the 
European presence at art fairs, book fairs and film festivals.  

A first important step towards the formulation of a spatial dimension in a European 
cultural policy that strives for sustainability has been made by ESPON 1.3.3. In fact, 
the European regions have been classified according to the sustainability of CHI 
use, distinguishing regions for which the use of heritage may not be sustainable, 
regions where this use is indeed sustainable and, finally, the regions that are not 
using the potentials cultural assets fully. Following the basic philosophy of the 
ESPON 1.3.3 project, a distinction was made between regions where social and 

economic development potentials may be lost because of insufficient use of 

heritage and regions that may suffer from an excessive pressure on their cities, 

sites and monuments. In the first type of regions further development of the use of 
cultural assets should be aiming at internalising the benefits of the presence of 
cultural heritage further; in the second type emphasis needs to be laid on 
controlling accessibility to heritage. This distinction has been used consistently to 
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develop two families of regional cultural policies that can be sustained on local, 
regional, national and European level. 

A) Policies that Aim at Valorising Heritage: 

• all European member states possess a multitude of cultural treasures and are 
rich of cultural assets. There are no exceptions and the potential are especially 
relevant for the lagging regions of Europe. These assets should be raised 

productive by deliberate policies. Examples of these policies are the 
construction of a creative cluster around the heritage, the development of 
cultural tourism and the valorisation of the assets with respect to the local 
population; 

• cultural heritage and cultural landscapes are basic conditions for the 
development of creative industries, the potential powerhouses of the post-
industrial economy similar to what the textile and steel industries were for the 
industrial economy. Regional policies should favour the creation of the 
conditions of the growth of the creative industry; 

• adopt policies that aim at internalising the positive effects of cultural 
development policies. The spill-over of the positive effects make it harder to 
autonomously sustain cultural investments. Hence, Territorial Impact 

Assessments should be dealing explicitly with the spatial distribution of 
impacts; 

• social and economic marginality may lead to cultural de-pauperisation. On 
one hand social and economic decline may help to erode the financial basis 
that is necessary to maintain heritage. On the other, loss of identity and 
erosion of heritage undermines the competitive position of the region and 
hence may lead to social and economic decline. This vicious circle may be 
broking by valorisation of cultural assets; 

• transport policies should stimulate the accessibility of heritage there where 
use is insufficient, for example by implementing Park & Ride schemes and 
public transport reserved for visitors, and investments should be made in the 
application of ITC in guaranteeing and managing access, not only from a 
physical point of view; 

• accessibility heritage and hence the use of it may also be improved by 
stimulating the creation of heritage systems. These heritage systems may be 
a direct result of an art-historic interpretation of the European territory; 

• the involvement of private partners and non-governmental 

organisations in the maintenance and the “mise en valeur” of cultural 
heritage and landscapes should be encouraged by offering specific financial 
incentives and by implementing tax incentives. 
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B) Policies that Aim at Conserving Cultural Heritage: 

• all the traditional investment schemes regarding the physical maintenance of 
cultural heritage should be accompanied by a sound strategy related to the 

use of the conserved objects; examples may be public offices, libraries, 
exposition space, student housing; 

• the development of cultural tourism brings about both benefits and 

huge, often underestimated costs. These effects can only become visible if 
systematic Territorial Impact Assessments are being executed. More 
should therefore be done to limit the damages that tourism may generate. 
Examples of Visitor management policies that are based on the analysis of the 

carrying capacity should be studied and implemented;  

• tax incentives should make it easier for private parties to engage in 
conservation; 

• social housing policies and urban regeneration policies may help to 
sustain conservation of cultural heritage; 

• multicultural and multi-ethnical societies provide positive impulses to 
regions that strive for social and economic development and should be 
explicitly perceived as such in regional policies; 

• cultural landscapes and the earlier mentioned systems of cultural heritage do 

not respect administrative boundaries at all. The opportunities for cross-
border, trans-national and interregional programmes and development 
projects should be captured by local and regional authorities with enthusiasm 
and promoted by the European Union; 

• Europe presents a limited number of cultural clusters, of cultural hotspots, 
that may well become the continent’s post-industrial growth poles. These 
clusters should be nurtured with care; 

• cultural excellence and regional competitiveness are strictly 

interrelated. Policies that enhance cultural excellence and cultural innovation 
therefore improve the region’s overall competitiveness; 

• specifically developed education schemes, also those developed on a local 
level, favour the understanding of culture and stimulates cultural participation. 

 

Cultural heritage protection, planning and policies should not be seen separately. 
Rather they should be integrated in other aspects of planning like economic or 
traffic development and treated with a mixed instrument tool case and by 
professionals from different fields. 
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Although an integration of findings and policies on an EU-wide level is desirable and 
necessary, a focus on local and regional decisions and measures should not be 
forgotten for two reasons: first of all, it is on local or regional level, where the 
cultural development takes place. All actions in this context give the cultural 
landscapes their regional identity and intrinsic value. A second reason is that most 
measures only work when accepted by and done in co-operation with people that 
live and work there; without the commitment of all stakeholders, the concerned 
actions will not prove to be successful on the long term. 

All discussions about policy options should recognise that the final decision about 
the direction in which cultural heritage will evolve should be taken in agreement 
with the locals and their bottom-up visions. The involvement of the different 
representatives of the stakeholder groups is of the utmost importance to make 
interventions last in time.  

Last but not least, the project has shown that a European Observatory for Cultural 
Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and Cultural Policies is urgently needed. The starting 
point of such an Observatory as far as cultural heritage is concerned should be the 
methodological discussion and the meta-data base. Apart of laying a sound basis 
for a Europe-wide information system on cultural landscapes and cultural heritage, 
the Observatory should be able to supply reliable information on cultural policies on 
regional, national and community level. It could contain information regarding best 
practices, be engaged in benchmarking as far as cultural policy is concerned, and 
deliver information on sensitive issues such as the way property rights are 
managed, the way cultural development is funded and how cultural development 
relates to regional change,  

The European Observatory for Cultural Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and Cultural 
Policies should be a joint-venture of (at least) the European Union, UNESCO (that 
has already started to work on a cultural observatory) and the Council of Europe. 
Other potential partners may be organisations like ICOMOS and ICROM. In any 
case, to play an effective role in policy making and to oversee and control the way 
article 151 of the Amsterdam Treaty is implemented, an independent status of the 
Observatory is an absolute must. 

Apart of the construction of an observatory, a number of additional and yet 
interrelated suggestions for further research were provided. First of all, attention in 
research should be paid to the development of a set of clear definitions of 
immaterial cultural heritage and in particular the concept of identity, avoiding 
politically sensitive issues. Secondly, the social dimension of heritage dimension 
needs to be researched further; ESPON 1.3.3 especially focuses on the economic 
dimension. In particular, the involvement of non-institutional stakeholders (among 
which voluntary organisations) and the costs and the benefits of their involvement 
in heritage conservation and use are hardly addressed in theoretical and empirical 
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studies and, hence, in policy documents. Finally, next to a structural static analysis 
that has been proposed in the 1.3.3 programme, a more dynamic analysis is 
needed. Questions such as how cultural heritage accumulates and concentrates in 
space, whether it is richness that facilitates this accumulation or accumulation 
facilitating richness, how long it takes before the effectiveness of heritage policies 
can be measured after their implementation, may give insight in the causality of 
the processes that determine the development and use of cultural heritage. The 
earlier mentioned observatory is a basic condition for such research. 
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1 Approach to cultural heritage and identity: state and 
pressures, restrictions and potentials 

 

1.1 The background and objectives of ESPON 1.3.3 

With the ESPON 2006 Programme, and by addressing an enlarged EU territory and 
larger territorial entities, the Commission and the Member States expect to have at 
their disposal:  

� a diagnosis of the principal territorial trends at EU scale as well as the difficulties 
and potentialities within the European territory as a whole;  

� a cartographic picture of the major territorial disparities and of their respective 
intensity;  

� a number of territorial indicators and typologies assisting a setting of European 
priorities for a balanced and polycentric enlarged European territory;  

� some integrated tools and appropriate instruments (databases, indicators, 
methodologies for territorial impact analysis and systematic spatial analyses) to 
improve the spatial co-ordination of sector policies. 

 

Research and studies on spatial development and planning, at the national, regional 
and local levels, are to a large extent already available, although only covering a 
small part of the European territory. However these are largely non-harmonised 
and the focus on cultural heritage and identity is generally neglected.  

The ESDP document mentions the necessity to include cultural heritage issues into 
European planning practices. In an effort to provide support to a territorial 
dimension in policy development for an enlarging European Union, it seeks for 
cultural (planning) policies that may best contribute as a factor of territorial 

cohesion among European Regions.  

The ESPON project 1.3.3 tries to meet such challenge, producing an analytic toolkit 
for analysis of the role and spatial effects of the cultural heritage and identity of 
European regions, and of the integration of CHI in European planning.  

The first step the TPG took in this direction has been to select a meaningful list of 
components of cultural heritage and identity, building upon existing, practicable and 
measurable categories. Subsequently, territorial indicators for mapping cultural 
aspects covering the European territory are defined and calculated in the EU27+2 
space, and a regional typology is developed according to different methods of 
multivariate analysis of such indicators. Finally, this information is integrated with 
evidence coming from a wide number of case studies to yield policy objectives and 
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recommendations for ESDP, at the European, regional and, whenever possible, local 
scale. 

The absence of a Europe-wide database − that exists for many other different 
sectors of analysis in the ESPON programme − was acknowledged to be absent in 
the case of cultural resources from the moment the proposal to ESPON was 
formulated. The Lead Partner, the University Ca’Foscari of Venice, in fact, took up 
to built right from the start an extensive network of partner universities, each to be 
responsible for the gathering of national and regional statistics for a limited number 
of countries. 

The network of partners proved to be of crucial importance for the progression that 
has been made in understanding the presence and the use of cultural heritage in a 
Europe of regions. The complexity of the network, however, also meant that 
considerable efforts had to be invested in the coordination and the streamlining of 
the activities that the partners had to develop. The absence of coordination would 
surely have compromised the quality of the data-set, especially in terms of 
comparability of the information, an issue that has proved to be awkward in itself, 
as will become clear in the report. A substantial effort has been dedicated to the 
discussion of theoretical issues, definitions and methods of data compilation. 
Although this “democratic” way of proceeding gave to many the impression that 
deadlines could never be met, it proved to be essential for the creation of a reliable 
data-base and forms the basis of the analysis that otherwise would have been 
meaningless.  

Three features of the TPG management proved to be of importance in particular. 
The first was the importance given to the partner meetings in Venice, Rotterdam 
and Barcelona, that paved the way for the homogenous approach regarding 
information and its use that characterizes the 1.3.3 programme. The presence of 
members of the ESPON CU in Rotterdam and the final meeting in Venice was also 
much appreciated (and should be standard procedure in all ESPON projects). 
Secondly, the TPG has been structured in a hierarchal way in the sense that the 
Lead Partner has been assisted by the Universities of Barcelona, Leuven and 
Rotterdam for specific management tasks. Thirdly, the inputs provided by the 
Scientific Committee meetings that were organised in occasion of the TPG meetings 
helped to impose clear standards and procedure. 

 

1.2 Access points 

Culture counts. There is today widespread acknowledgement of the ethical value of 
the heritage, which can be seen to shape a number of human practices (from travel 
to pilgrimage, from heritage stewardship to environmental protectionism) and to 
elicit a number of policy responses at various levels. However, both at European 
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government level and at the local (especially city) level, there is today recognition 
that culture has strong economic implications for the development of a territory.  

Much research on the economics and geography of culture has been opportunity-
driven. Tourism, and cultural tourism in particular, has unsurprisingly been the 
main focus. Cultural tourism is possibly the most immediate strategy to make the 
heritage “rentable”. On the other hand, the threats determined by excessive tourist 
pressure on the cultural assets have been (and to a large extent still are) an 
“emergency” for many European regions all through the 1980s and 1990s, causing 
fundamental revisions in common thinking and strategic attitudes towards tourism 
development. Established destinations like Venice, Toledo, Rhodos, Sintra, 
Salzburg, the Loire Valley, or world heritage sites in the “new Europe” like Český 
Krumlov, Pécs, Cracow, Tallinn, Paphos are regularly flooded with visitors without 
any sensible long-term benefit being brought to the host community. Furthermore, 
a multiplication of occasions occurs in which the very integrity and symbolic 
significance of such heritage assets is under threat.  

The rationale for cultural landscapes comes from the Council of Europe’s European 
Landscape Convention and UNESCO’s ‘Man and Biosphere’ program. A list of 
arguments quoted to justify preservation of cultural landscapes is provided in the 
final SPESP 1.7 document at p. 18. The ESPON work carried out by the Venice team 
on built cultural heritage bases the reasons to protect heritage on two layers of 
significance: an “implicit” significance for symbolic and aesthetic reasons (heritage 
as a reflection of a people’s identity and as a marker of human history), and an 
“explicit” or functional significance which has to do with the necessity to preserve 
the “quality” of the heritage in order for economic development strategies based on 
its use to be long-term sustainable. Cultural landscapes and built heritage 

need to be protected and their utilisation enhanced not only because they 

are valuable markers of human history, but also for general development 

to be sustainable. 

To address the dilemmas posed by tourism development in heritage cities, a stream 
of research has been carried out by the main contractor Ca’ Foscari University of 
Venice and other partners under the aegis of UNESCO-ROSTE during the 1990s 
(Van der Borg and Gotti 1995; van der Borg 1996; Russo 2000; Russo et al. 2001; 
Russo 2002). The “Alternative Tourist Routes in Cities of Art” and “Tourism 
Management in Heritage Cities” projects, both conducted in a partnership with the 
EURICUR organisation at the Erasmus University of Rotterdam, established in 
operational terms the value of heritage as a resource for cities and small historical 
towns, which may promote tourism as a strategy for local economic development 
based on local assets, seeking to optimize the levels of pressure of tourism under 
the constraint of viable socio-economic development. Widely-used tourism 
management tools such as the tourist carrying capacity (Van der Borg 1993; 
Canestrelli and Costa 1991; Lindberg et al. 1997) and tourism area life-cycle 
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(Butler 1980; Martin and Uysal 1990; Russo 2004) have been extended to 
encompass the most evident relations between the tourism development patterns 
in a city and the possibility to bring forward the conditions for sustainable growth. 
Their operationalisation in a network of European “heritage cities” has allowed to 
refine practices and processes of urban policy, and to identify a number of best 
practices  as well as worst case scenarios  that are currently widely used as a 
benchmark in tourism studies, among which Venice, Bruges, Salzburg, York, 
Granada, Nazareth, etc.  
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Figure 11  The “sustainable use” of the European Cultural heritage as produced by 

Group 1.7 of SPESP 

 

 
 
Governance issues were also dealt with, developing the concept of heritage 

stakeholdership as the community of interest which can guarantee the 
(re)production of culture in a given territory. This concept, which hints at notion of 
social and intellectual capital of a community, has marked spatial and economic 
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features and is significantly dynamic in nature. It is assumed that heritage 
stakeholdership is tied to the development cycle activated by tourism in a region, 
which may ultimately result in unsustainable changes. This principle informed, 

among other things, the work carried out by the Working Group on “Built 

Heritage” in SPESP 1.7: That study set out to simplify the relation between 
heritage and territory identifying “crisis areas” (at NUTS III level) where the 
tourism development of a given territory was subject to “unbalances”: either an 
excessive pressure threatening to harm cultural assets, or an insufficient capacity 
to put to proper value the concentration of heritage assets in one area. As a 
consequence of the erosion in their stakeholdership base, a territory would not 
generate the resources needed for heritage preservation, and in the long term it is 
subject to dangers of “simplification” and loss. This principle resulted in the 
construction of a European “map of sustainability” for the use of the cultural 
heritage (Fig. 11)3. The map illustrates at NUTS III level and for old Europe-15 
which regions make the “best” out of their cultural endowment from the point of 
view of a good balance between attractiveness and pressure levels (in green); 
which ones are subject to possibly unsustainable pressure levels compared with 
their size and population (in red); and which ones can enhance their profile as 
tourist destinations, expecting more benefits for the local resources (in yellow).  

 

1.3 European enlargement and integration issues 

This study moves from a specific context: the intertwined dynamics of globalisation 
and the renewed interest for the local. The European enlargement is an illustration 
of these forces at work, and the main pretext for this study: new member states 
generate new economic, social and physical pressures on the European cultural 
assets, but at the same time contribute to a redefinition and a re-focalisation of the 
very concepts of culture and identity.  

In May 2004, 10 new countries have joined the European Union, and other two are 
going to join in 2007. The new countries represent not only an addendum of 74 

                                                 
3 This map was built using a simplified data base including weighed counts of tangible 

heritage resources as gauged by tourist guides (assigning 1 point for each “star”) and 
standard population, housing and area data from EUROSTAT (census 1991). The final tri-
partition in “green”, “yellow” and “red” areas is based on the distribution quartiles of three 
indicators: heritage density (weighed scores by sq.km.), tourist pressure levels (overnight 
stays / resident population), and tourism orientation of the economy (tourist beds / total 
n. of housing). “Red” areas have a high heritage density and high tourist pressure levels; 
“yellow areas”, face to a high concentration of heritage, have either low levels of tourism 
pressure or a low level of tourism-orientation of the local economy (benefits from tourism 
not being internalised in the local economy, which may be the symptom of a “cut and run” 
model of tourism development based on excursionism); “green” areas have the right 
amount of tourism pressure and tourist-orientation of the economy for their resource 
offer, high or low. 
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million new citizens and a territory of some 738,000 kmq, but also numberless 
languages, dialects and ethnic groups, as well as a remarkable total of 49 sites in 
UNESCO’s World Heritage List (plus 16 in Bulgaria and Romania and 11 in 
neighbouring Norway and Switzerland), which represent an increase of more than 
20% on the previous figure in EU15 (superior to the population increase). Within 
them, hundreds of regions, characterised by different cultures, languages, and 
systems of belief even within the same country.  

What does enlargement mean in term of valorisation and conservation of the 
cultural heritage of European regions, and what is the impact of an extension of the 
“cultural boundaries” of Europe for economic and social development? The two 
issues are closely related.  

� Increased cultural complexity at the local, regional and pan-continental level: 
Europe, and each of its territories, will be richer in cultural resources: more 
attractive, more interesting, more “contestable”.  

� More opportunities for cultural identification for European communities: the 
enlargement toward neighbouring countries re-brings in the European 
community traces of the heritage of its citizens, who have the opportunity of re-
discovering their past traditions and languages.  

� More room and coordination potential for cultural planning: the enlarged “scale” 
of the cultural resources of Europe, in terms of landscapes and intangible 
heritage, means that more possibilities are given to integrate development 
strategies based on the recognition and valorisation of culture across territories.  

� Additional impulses to human mobility, both driven by cultural consumption 
(tourism), and a result of a wider availability of cultural intangible elements (a 
“safer” migration, higher levels of quality of life in selected locations, the 
attractiveness of cultural production milieus, etc.).  

 

Face to these trends, there is a tangible threat that economically backwards regions 
will be tempted to “fill the gap” that divides them from the richer regions by 
abusing the cultural resources, for instance investing in a “bite and run” model of 
tourism development with little consideration for the necessity to conserve the 
resources when compared with large short-term receipts.  With unemployment 
levels in the entering countries almost double than that of EU 15, these countries 
are only partially to blame if they can’t – alone – control the development of a 
tourism industry which is ever more global and hence less constrainable by regional 
policy frameworks. Examples where the heritage has been partly sacrificed in 
change of a possibility to earn ‘easy money’ are already abundant. Prague, Cracow, 
Tallinn are examples of cities where the models of use of the heritage have entered 
in conflict with the present and future needs of the local population. Whole regions 
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are undergoing profound social and economic transformations that put in peril a 
fragile and largely intangible heritage.  

Other dangers come from the loss of “stakeholdership” for heritage and culture in 
general which result from migration and added ethnic complexity; from the 
possibility of conflict in the “recognition” of heritage (Graham et al. 1998); and 
from the new physical pressures that a larger, more complex Europe poses to 
irreproducible assets in terms of infrastructure development and pollution levels.  

Clearly, a further expansion of Europe could be a challenge but a larger and 
institutionally stronger Europe could also be a way to come to terms with it: in 
terms of regulation for the conservation and promotion of the heritage, and 
because in it there may flourish “networks of knowledge” which reinforce the 
capacity of each member region to address and manage emerging issues.  

The EU enlargement is indeed changing the political context of cultural 

development and policies, but it remains to be understood how this change 

is actually affecting (or being affected by) the cultural components: 

exchanges, processes and dynamics. Countries and regional boundaries 

are now more permeable, disclosing new areas of intensive cultural 

interaction and possible dangers from excessive use. On the other hand, it 

is acknowledged that barriers of other than institutional type (social, 

economic, technological, and spatial) still remain erected diminishing the 

development potential of and through culture.  

Specific forms of heritage, tangible and intangible, as well as the cultural 

identity of regions are likely to either be in peril or given new value and 

development potential by the accession to the European Community and an 

integrated European market.  

Though generally it is too early for recognition of any new trend, the following are 
speculations based on the extrapolation of the observed processes and changes, as 
well as on possibilities arising from the EU regulations: 

 

Threats 

� Fast modernisation of rural lands and the deepening of a market oriented 
farming – thus vanishing of the traditional way of living 

� Economy-based utilisation of building and sites – changing the character of the 
sites and loosening the continuity with the past 

� Commercialization of behaviour – disappearance of the sense of traditional 
customs and arising of artificial landscapes and social practices 
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� Deeper stratification of the society – losers will became poorer, leaving little 
chances to cultivate all variety of traditional customs (although with cultivation 
of very traditional way of life in a very basic, truncated form) 

 

Opportunities 

� Because of EU regulations, many locally (regionally) produced goods (and their 
trademarks) must be registered. This can strengthen local (regional) identity.  

� Agro-environmental EU programmes can conserve and protect traditional rural 
landscape.  

� Subsidies from EU sources can be useful for cultural undertakings 
(revalorization, new object with cultural meaning, special events).  

� Some EU standards can be useful for developing of local (ethical) societies.  

� New member states’ adhesion to EU opens the country for tourist movement 
from the Western part of Europe – but see threat 3. 

 

It may be argued that the identification of a “European culture” and of its inner 
diversity gives the opportunity to translate the abstract concept of Europe into a 
cohesive political entity. Europe is indeed represented by a complex of institutions, 
ideas and expectations, habits and feelings, moods, memories and prospects that 
form a “glue” binding Europeans together. We can therefore strengthen the 
“European civic society” sharing such ideas and values. At the same time, the 
cultures of Europe and its history represent significant bases for the political 
integration. That is why cultural landscapes and built heritage should be protected 
and valorised as valuable markers of our common identity. The idea of European 
cultural space cannot be defined in opposition to national cultures, as it is 
represented by the variety of numerous national and regional cultures; but a 
stratification of the European space according to “potentials” from - or threats to - 
cultural heritage and identity may be a powerful input in the search for greater 
cohesion and permeability between European regions. 
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2 Indicators of cultural heritage and identity: definitions 
and concept 

 

2.1 Conceptualisation of cultural heritage and identity 

Heritage includes by definition cultural and natural heritage (Jafari, 2003: 275-
277). In this project a common approach to cultural heritage (CH) is sought for, 
thus excluding natural heritage, but including cultural landscapes that result from 
the cumulative superimposition of territorial habitats.  

While it is difficult to come to a single objective definition of cultural heritage, 
nevertheless consensus is sought for one that fits consistently the approach and the 
focus of this study.  

There are at least two ways of approaching the cultural heritage (CH) and identity 
of Europe, which can be conceived as extremes in a continuum (Fig. 12) which goes 
from the conceptualisation of heritage as (a) a static set of features of the territory 
to (b) cultural identity as both the result and the engine of the social and economic 
dynamics of communities in the space. Between these extremes we can place 
official definitions of cultural heritage that are given in international treaties and 
endorsed by organisations, some of them mostly dealing with the preservation and 
promotion of culture, and thus focusing on property, closer to (a), others concerned 
with the importance of culture as a driver for socio-economic prosperity and 
integration, and thus more focusing on the function of heritage, closer to (b).  

 

Figure 12 Conceptualisation and operationalisation of cultural heritage 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a – CH as an asset to 
preserve and promote 

b – CH and identity as a 
resource for development 
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More oriented to the first is the Venice Charter, a milestone for the modern 
conservation movement, which was adopted by the International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) in 1956 when it was set up, and then published in 
1966. The Venice Charter stresses the importance of setting, respect for the 
original fabric, precise documentation of any intervention, the significance of 
contributions from all periods to the building's character, and the maintenance of 
historic buildings for a socially useful purpose. The Charter outlines the basic 
doctrine of what is now accepted to be an appropriate approach to dealing with 
historic buildings.  

The UNESCO World Heritage List considers cultural heritage as « … containing all 
the signs that document the activities and achievements of human beings over 
time» (Feilden and Jokilheto 1998:11); though it recognises cultural heritage as a 
broad concept relevant to the development of contemporary society, it focuses on 
heritage as a “product of history” and an “asset”. UNESCO (United Nations 
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation) defines heritage as « ... the 
product and witness of the different traditions and of the spiritual achievements of 
the past and . . . thus an essential element in the personality of peoples» (Davison 
1991).  

Another significant subdivision is that between tangible heritage, including cultural 
assets and cultural and natural landscapes, and intangible heritage, which focuses 
on immaterial expressions of the culture, traditions and skills of a community4. 
Whatever the type of heritage, the conceptualisation of cultural heritage as an 
asset, and conversely of cultural landscapes as a superimposition of various cultural 
and historical features identifying a delimited area, leads to the recognition of 
spatial features, impacts, and development potentials that can be traced in the 
territory and therefore be mapped.  

A fundamental question remains whether heritage is property (“things”), or a 
social, intellectual, and spiritual inheritance. Human actions, our ideas, customs and 
knowledge, are arguably the most important aspects of heritage. Cultural resource 
managers seek to understand and conserve these aspects through work on 
landscapes, places, structures, artefacts, and archives, and through work with 
individuals and the community (Davison 2000; Aplin 2002). Moving from the field 
of collection to that of policy and planning, the declaration following UNESCO’s 

                                                 
4 The Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage defines the 

intangible cultural heritage as the practices, representations, expressions, as well as the 
knowledge and skills, that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognise 
as part of their cultural heritage. It is sometimes called living cultural heritage, and is 
manifested inter alia in the following domains: (i) oral traditions and expressions, 
including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage; (ii) performing arts; (iii) 
social practices, rituals and festive events; (iv) knowledge and practices concerning nature 
and the universe; (v) traditional craftsmanship. (www.unesco.org). 
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World Conference on Cultural Policies (Mexico, 1982) could be quoted, stating that 
“… culture consists of all distinctive, spiritual and material, intellectual and 
emotional features which characterise a society or social group”. 

The conceptualisation of cultural heritage and identity endorsed in this study needs 
to cover this diversity and at the same time to reflect the objectives of the project, 
shaping the analytic approach adopted in further stages (“identification of regional 
typologies”). 

Heritage can be conceived alternatively as a documentation of the past, a symbolic 
representation of the culture of a community (not only reflecting past history), or 
aesthetic value embodied in physical and intangible expressions of a culture. 
Moreover, there is a functional side of any definition that invests the valuation 
process. Heritage can either be valued for maintaining its original function, or be 
appreciated when it is able to flexibly adapt to new functions, and in this case, it 
should be evaluated whether “revitalisation processes” which provided the heritage 
with new uses have any sense in the light of the original function.  

The activities of mapping the dynamics of the heritage, its interrelations with social 
and economic trends, and the identification of regional typologies on which to base 
planning policy guidelines are far more complex than the mere recollection of the 
existence of heritage assets in the space (and the observation of “endangering 
elements”), because they involve: 

� not just the consideration of separate tangible features of the space (points, 
lines and small surfaces) but also the composition of different tangible and 
intangible features over a territory or a landscape structure, in terms of 
concentration (clusters and itineraries), and superimposition (diversity and 
homogeneity), which may cross over regional boundaries; 

� not just a recognition of heritage assets (and their combinations) in the regions 
where they are located, but the identification of areas of impact which may 
again transverse regional boundaries (functional entities); 

� not just a recognition of features regarding the asset itself but the combined 
evaluation of these and socio-economic as well as organisational variables, 
which do not have specific spatial features (e.g. they do not have an “address”), 
providing indications of “embeddedness” (the degree to which heritage valuation 
is taken over by the local community and its different groupings), and “cultural 
capacity” (the capacity of the local population to reproduce and make accessible 
the heritage and its value, or to produce new heritage). 
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2.2 The dynamics and diversity of the cultural heritage 

Our primary research goal has been to analyse how “cultural heritage”  in any 
sense one could define it  can be used as a resource to produce some positive 
outcomes in local and global terms, and which kind of spatial planning arrangement 
enables a “sustainable exploitation” of the heritage resources. This objective needs 
the development of a new knowledge base which is somewhat different from what 
is normally found in heritage studies. The TPG’s specific intention was not to 
engage with regional geography in old sense of compiling encyclopaedic data and 
developing in a statistical cartographic exercise per se.  

A key challenge, instead, was to gather information that help substantiate the 
notion of dynamics of the cultural heritage. This could mean that the historical 
process of formation of the heritage and/or the current development trends are 
considered, trying to derive some forecasts for the future. There are, however, 
conceptual and practical difficulties with any of these approaches: a research into 
the past risks to have to deal with identity issues (what was Europe then, and what 
it is now). Current trends have to deal with speculations about the direction of the 
interrelations between culture and development, and forecasts for the future clash 
against the widely recognised lack of “models” of cultural development.  

In any case, this TPG has reached a consensus on the notion that cultural heritage 
has a “process nature”: this aspect is central to this study. The activities of 
creation, reproduction and preservation or destruction of the heritage assets are 
deeply embedded in the social and economic transformation of a territory and in its 
cultural identity. The very process of elicitation of the heritage  deciding what is 
heritage  reflects what we value or reject in our present surroundings, and what 
we anticipate for the future (Davison 1991). This means that to the extent that 
heritage is what is treasured from our past, this act of valuation is determined by 
the way in which the society (or parts of it) puts itself in relation with its history, its 
environment, its symbols and the other fellow citizens. Thus, cultural identity 
comes to the fore: the focus is not heritage assets as such, but on the character on 
communities as “users” and “stewards” of the heritage. 

One result of this way of looking at cultural assets is that the activity of preserving 
and promoting cultural heritage and identity is seen to have both ethical and spatial 
implications, because it invests the models of organisation of the society and its 
“use” of the environmental assets. Monitoring and planning for these activities 
requires not only the mere listing of objects produced by past actions, but extends 
to the full comprehension of the production and reproduction of cultural value in the 
contemporary society. The objective of spatial planning changes from a passive 
activity of regulation of the use of the space (in order not to interfere with the 
process of preservation of the heritage asses), to an active, and more complex, 
activity of promotion of the developments in a territory (economic growth, social 
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development and integration) through the valuation and furthering of its cultural 
features and historical landmarks.  

The following statements are standpoints of this approach: 

� Cultural heritage is a renewable resource, although to a limited extent, because 
it does not just “exist” out there, but is continuously being (re-)produced and 
(re-)elaborated. 

� Cultural heritage is a phenomenon of social organization: it is based on social 
practices. Cultural value is produced through cultural/social practices. As such, 
CH is intimately linked to the civil society and participation in civic activities. 

� There are subjects that are active agents in producing Cultural heritage, and 
objects that are the outcomes of the activities of the agents. The two interact in 
the manner described by Giddens (1984). 

 

In this context, we are dealing with the most powerful discourses about European 
heritage. The “European heritage”, generally associated to the tangible or “built” 
expressions of South and Central European culture  architectural monuments, 
arts, literature  is to some extent a hegemonic representation. There are different 
voices of minority cultures, producing a cacophony that may be hard to describe. 
National and regional cultures can be variations on this theme, possibly in conflict 
with the European tradition. Also the material conditions vary: e.g. in Northern 
Europe there are vibrant cultures and traditions, but few expressions of tangible 
heritage due the circumstance (itself a feature of cultural identity) that the main 
building material has been wood. Thus it is not uncontroversial that this project 
would support the idea of cultural heritage as a concentration of cultural heritage 
values of “core Europe”. It could be difficult to propose universal definitions of 
cultural valueas problems may arise from different national classifications (which 
would however be revelatory!) and incompatible value systems.  

However, if mapping all “valuable old buildings” in Europe is meaningless, because 
“valuable and old” could mean very different things in different parts of EU, it is 
possible and interesting to look at resource allocation for the conservation and 
restoration of these objects, or at the activities and events that are inspired by 
intangible heritage and on turn make this explicit (and rentable). To further 
emphasise the dynamic aspects of cultural heritage, an attempt to consider visitor 
numbers and usage of these objects has been done, though at case study level 
only. 

The potential of culture for territorial development needs further elaboration. 
Following Auclair (in Gravari-Barbas & Violier, 2003:95-ff.), cultural heritage is 
analysed in this study as an element of dynamism of the territory («La culture qui 
réveille les territoires …. »): 
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� a tool to promote territorial identity; 

� an element of distinction of the territory used by local communities.  

Examples are given by Graham et al. (1998), who speak of “contested heritage” 
reflecting the idea that culture may mean different things for different groups 
(hence the attempts to “appropriate” of the heritage and the need for careful and 
history-aware planning practices) and by Moreno et al. (2004) who focus on 
regional products (produits du terroir) as “material cultural heritage”.  

The territorial dimension in policy development is a key issue in the context of an 

enlarging European Union. The TPG shares the belief that within the new Europe 

the nation-states, still being well defined as territorial administrative entities, are 

giving up some of their political importance and cultural coherence.  

At the same time, regional entities are (re)building their cultural identity and are 

(re)discovering, or even (re)valorising their history and their “typical habitats”. 

According to the French scientist Paul Vidal de la Blache (1845-1918), “history and 

habitat” are the basis of cultural heritage and eventually of a revival of regionalism 

in Europe (De Pater & al, 2002 p 80). The territorial cohesion of cultural resources 

is thus a multidimensional issue which involves:  

� The presence of built heritage as a carrier of heritage. As a rule, the location 
pattern of built heritage and artefacts and the endogenous cultural industry is 
determined by history and habitat characteristics. 

� The physical linkages between these carriers of cultural elements can be seen as 
the hardware (the infrastructural system). 

� The images and actual uses and users of CH elements, the positioning and 
commodification of cultural elements can be seen as the software of the CH 
system, changeable and more flexible than hardware, sensitive to temporal 
changes in tastes and values. 

� The orgware (organizational networks) refers to the ways local communities, 
regional authorities or national organisations are preserving and managing CH. 

� Gradually it has become clear that the territorial development of CH and CI is 
strongly dependent on the structure of partnership that supports the process of 
development. The concept of shareware has recently been introduced to refer to 
this new contextual variable: Sharing culture for the future.   
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Figure 13 Model for Analysing Territorial Expressions of Cultural Resources. Source: 
Kramer, M., Jansen-Verbeke, M., 2004, EU- European Committee of the Regions.  
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Figure 13 illustrates the multidimensionality in the relation between cultural 
resources and their territorial expression. Local and regional authorities and 
industries, the inter- and intra regional networks and alliances at the level of the 
infrastructure form the hardware of CH. The positioning of the CI of territories in 
the EU context– images and regional marketing is the software of the system and a 
most crucial and manageable aspect. The organizational capacity in terms of 
policies, human resources and knowledge, of public and private alliances, of 
stakeholder interaction forms the orgware. 

The cohesion and dynamics of cultural heritage elements strongly depends on the 
shareware or the capacity to develop territorial identities. This can be studied at 
different scale levels. The option of this study is to focus on the regional and local 
level (for pragmatic reasons, such as data availability). 

 

2.3 From “concepts” of heritage to an operational approach to 

measurement 

As stated above, the ambition of the ESPON 1.3.3 TPG has not been to make a 
mere inventory of European heritage elements, but rather to highlight their spatial 
expressions and effects and the existing or potential territorial coherence on a 
regional or local scale level, mapping the geographical aspects that are actually 
strengthening regional identities and networks. This has led to the development of 
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a grill of “cultural attributes” of the territory − and on indicators based on them − to 
be expressed through datasets in all European regions.  

In spite of the dynamic focus of this study, the recollection and mapping of static 
cultural heritage features in the space is to be seen as a first step, and this is 
already a problematic issue as the relevant data are hardly available in a 
harmonised format over the European territory of EU27+2. Furthermore, the 
complexity of combining data with punctual spatial connotations (heritage assets) 
and non-georeferenced data  or information only loosely associated to specific 
locations  (intangible cultural features, socio-economic trends) can be very high 
and haphazard the simplicity and user-friendliness of the project output. This 
complexity is well illustrated by the notion of cultural landscapes. Following the 
Council of Europe’s European Landscape Convention, cultural landscapes should be 
analysed not as neither separate points, or administrative regions  indeed a new 
regionalization should emerge from the project.  

To reduce the complexity of the study, cultural heritage assets (including 
expression of identity) without physical markers or carriers or artefacts (no marked 
spatial ‘presence’) has not been the central focus of this study. As an example, the 
revival of traditional and /or endangered languages in Europe, like Celtic languages 
in the United Kingdom and other European countries, and Fries in the NL, is 
important in terms of regional identity building, but this cultural dynamism has 
limited physical effects or expressions, except from signboards and commercialised 
off-springs of this revival; books, music, films, tourist attractions (called “material 
culture” by Moreno & al. 2004).  

However, intangible forms of cultural heritage have not been excluded from the 
study. Following the TOR for the ESPON 1.3.3 project, out project proposal set 
forward to analyse also the spatial effects of immaterial heritage (activities, 
institutions, languages, ethnicity religions) and material culture (culture-related 
professions, education, etc.). This could be done adopting different levels of 
analysis which narrow the focus from the general collection of data on physical 
assets in NUTS III regions to the “juxtaposition” with territorial elements 
(introducing complex cultural landscapes), and/or from the spatial analysis of 
(dis)continuities and dynamics of intangible characteristics of the territory over 
regional boundaries. The immaterial heritage aspects has been developed mainly 
through case studies. 

It is nevertheless necessary to be realistic on the possibility of obtaining a full 
evaluation of the role and spatial effects of cultural heritage and identity in this 
project, and to at least define a “path” leading from the development of some first 
approximation, both feasible with the existing data resources and conceptually 
innovative and significant, to the development of guidelines for spatial planning 
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which also include the identification of key knowledge to be collected by the 
competent European institutions. 

A key issue in this project is indeed the identification of Cultural Heritage and 

Identity components. The description of the European territory according to various 
dimensions allows the recognition of the richness, diversity and spatial patterns of 
heritage and identity, providing a new formidable tool for the development of a 
pan-European framework for spatial planning based on the hypothesis of cultural 
assets as building blocks of a balanced, sustainable Europe.  

 

2.4 Categories of cultural heritage and identity  

Cultural heritage and identity components have been conceptually subdivided into 
different categories which can be distinguished for the type of spatial effects that 
they generate.  

 

A – MONUMENTS  

Tangible heritage includes three categories of assets. The first − category 1 in our 
database − includes individual immovable tangible heritage assets that can be 
exactly located in spatial coordinates: monuments, religious buildings, caves, 
ancient walls, and archaeological remains, as listed in national or regional registers 
of protected heritage. These portions of heritage can be enjoyed only in the actual 
place where they have been originally erected, though interpretation centres may 
partly “delocalise” the heritage experience. Almost all of them have “addresses”, or 
anyway can be traced back quite easily to a physical location. They may or may not 
retain their original function; they may or may not be publicly owned or accessible. 
Most countries do have national or regional registers of the cultural heritage, 
subdivided by typology, that are normally available on the web or in geo-referenced 
format on request. Listings of protected assets have an additional “normative” 
dimension which refers to their status. However, most such listings do not specify 
the degree of protection (which is regulated by national laws) or the “quality” of the 
assets, which would yield a number of useful indications for this study: the 
“attractiveness” of the asset and of the territory where it is located, its role as a 
herald and flagship for the region, its history and its community.  

Data have been collected on: 

A1: presence of assets (n. of listings in each NUTS region) 

A2: n. of visitors (registered paying and non-paying visitors to listed assets in 
each NUTS region). 

A3: visitable areas in square meters 
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A4: number of opening days in year.  

 

In practice, in most countries only data regarding A1 were available and have been 
collected; the other data resulted very difficult to find or to compare across 
countries, so that they have been utilised at case study level only. Thus, in the 
database we only include a category A meaning “number of monuments and sites”. 

These assets have marked spatial characteristics because they are an immobile, 
structural element of the territory. They generate “flows”, mostly physical flows of 
visitors and users, and possibly also financial flows from their economic 
exploitation.  

 

B – PROTECTED CULTURAL LANDSCAPES AND CONJUNCTS 

Amongst tangible cultural heritage, immovable composite tangible heritage entities 
are included, like: art cities, archaeological sites, places of memory, parks and 
gardens, historical conjuncts, protected landscapes and cultural routes. All these 
elements have one thing in common: they involve a “delimitation” of a territory 
from the recognition of a “common cultural element” over the physical space, 
gaining symbolic and aesthetic relevance from their composite nature, including 
disparate physical, intangible and aesthetic elements in a wide space which is also a 
significant aspect of the entity. Their spatial extension may be limited to a 
monumental street or square including different buildings with a homogenous style 
or rather the superimposition of disparate architectural elements, or extend over 
regional and even national boundaries to determine an element of integration and 
cohesion between regions of Europe. 

The most interesting aspect as far as conjuncts and landscapes are concerned in 
the scope of this study is indeed the interaction of different cultural elements and 
on their spatial pattern. They are therefore characterised by the superimposition of 
different heritage assets on a territory and/or the composition of different (more or 
less homogeneous) heritage markers in the space.  

Listings of protected assets and landscapes have an additional “normative” 
dimension which refers to their status. However, most such listings do not specify 
the degree of protection (which is regulated by national laws) or the “quality” of the 
assets, which would yield a number of useful indications for this study: the 
“attractiveness” of the asset and of the territory where it is located, its role as a 
herald and flagship for the region, its history and its community. Some national 
listings of protected landscapes do discriminate for the level of protection.  

Data have been collected on: 

B1: presence of assets (n. of listings in each NUTS region) 
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B2: n. of visitors (registered paying and non-paying visitors to listed assets in 
each NUTS region) 

B3: visitable areas (in sq. m.) 

B4: number of opening days in year (as a share of total year-days). 

 

In practice, in most countries only data B1 were available and have been collected, 
leaving to the TPG the other incomplete datasets for case study exploration. Thus, 
in the database we only include a category B meaning “number of protected 
cultural landscapes and conjuncts”. 

 

C – MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 

This category includes collections of movable tangible heritage and focuses on their 
“institutionalisation” in a man-made exhibition space (museum or gallery) which 
also has value as a place for furthering, interpretation and dynamisation of a 
specific cultural theme or identity of a place. The movable tangible heritage 
generally consists of objects that are the product of human skills and have symbolic 
and/or aesthetic value. Among these, art objects that generally form collections 
(stored in private houses, galleries, museums, warehouses, etc.) and other culture-
based goods which do not have aesthetic value but a cultural value that exceed 
their mere economic value. Tangible but “movable” heritage assets do not have an 
“address” because they can be transferred to different places than the one in which 
they were physically created; yet most of them are stored in collections and thus 
acquire a “physical” location (though not permanent: museums and galleries can be 
moved and their collections transferred). They have spatial impacts because they 
generate flows and because they can be “moved” or “grouped” in strategic 
locations.  

The territorial expressions of tangible cultural resources will highlight the 
possibilities and the tensions that inevitably arise with the management of local or 
regional CH in the political context of an enlarged EU where competing values, 
expectations and objectives can often collide, but also offer new opportunities for 
knowledge transfer, strategic alliances, networking and sharing. 

Data have been collected on: 

C1: presence of museums and galleries (n. of listings in each NUTS III region) 

C2: n. of visitors (registered paying and non-paying visitors to listed museums and 
galleries in each NUTS III region) 

C3: visitable areas (in sq. m.) 

C4: number of opening days in year (as a share of total year-days). 
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In practice, in most countries only data C1 were available and have been collected. 
The other information have been collected in a limited number of countries and will 
be included in a more advanced stage of the analysis regarding the “use” and 
“development potential” of the heritage through case studies. Thus, in the database 
we only include a category “C” meaning “number of museums and galleries”. 

 

D - EVENTS 

Intangible heritage assets do not have a “physical” address, though they can be 
associated to a location, or better to a cultural landscape. They are immaterial 
expressions of a territory, of a community or of different communities insisting on 
the same regions, of its economic and social history. They thus provide a 
“symbolic” backbone for the very recognition of the physical cultural markers of the 
heritage: without the personal, subjective capacities to understand, learn, further 
culture  which are highly dependent on the intangible networks of knowledge and 
transmission of values  we would not recognise monuments and objects of art as 
such. Intangible heritage is culture in motion, is the knowledge base that allows 
cultural heritage to be “manufactured” or new cultural productions to be performed, 
it is the manifestation of a community’s use of the cultural assets of the territory.  

The territory is replete with symbolic heritage elements, which may be as diverse 
as the multiple manifestations of a lifestyle. However, there are good reasons to be 
selective when it comes to including these type of CH elements in the study. In 
fact, intangible heritage assets are the hardest to connect to a precise physical 
location, and the most complex to evaluate as far as spatial effects are concerned.  

First we selected the cultural events, an explicitatiton of the cultural idiosyncrasy of 
a territory, stretching in range from the celebration of traditional folklore to the 
increasing multiculturalism of metropolitan cities. Cultural events impinge (to 
varying degrees) on the cultural identity of the territory where they are organised, 
and reflect a local interest in the furthering and dissemination of cultural symbolic 
elements; and on the other hand are strongly rooted into the local economic 
networks, like tourism, travel, infrastructure development. Events are thus an 
exemplary illustration of how be culture can be used as a lever for economic 
development and regional dynamism.  

It was decided to include in the database only those events with certain 
characteristics which stress their “spatial effect” and their connection with the local 
cultural identity, and these criteria have been followed in whatever case it was 
possible to operate such discrimination. The criteria are: i) restricted location in 
time and space (excluding events that take place over the whole national territory 
or NUTS II, and that have a limited duration in time not exceeding one year); ii) 
consolidated organisational structure (excluding one-off and itinerating events and 
instead including only those events that are organised every year in the same 
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place); iii) connection with a localised “cultural theme” which can be a reflection of 
local history, local knowledge, or local economic culture. Data have been collected 
on: 

D1: presence of events (n. of listings selected for each NUTS region) 

D2: n. of visitors (registered paying and non-paying visitors to selected events in 
each NUTS region) 

D3: total days pf programming in one year (each event is “weighed” for its 
duration in days). 

D4: local attendants (visitors that are local residents). 

In practice, in most countries only data D1 were available and have been collected, 
leaving the others for case study exploration. Thus, in the database we only include 
a category D meaning “number of cultural events”. 

 

E – CULTURAL DIVERSITY  

Languages, religions, ethnic groupings, social structures are expression of the local 
identity and discriminate the way in which most resources that we recognise as 
“our culture” are valued. The selection criterion for these assets should be the 
existence of spatial expressions and effects, which need to be visible, traceable, 
and measurable. While intangible heritage and cultural events are “attractors” and 
hence they may generate physical and economic flows, religions, ethnic and 
language compositions are “qualities” of a given territory; they can only be 
evaluated in their spatial effects when they are connected with other analytic 
categories. The key idea here has been to rank regions according to the cultural 
diversity - which may have positive (a larger development potential from 
hybridisation of capacities) as well as negative (a diluted identity) connotations. 
Information on the classification of the residents of a region per nationality, ethic 
descent, religion and language have been coonsidered.  

Data have been collected on: 

E1: Number of foreign nationals registered in population census (9 most 
numerous groups, including allochtonous residents, plus a residual category). 

E2: Number of residents belonging to an ethnic grouping or minority as 
reported in population census (9 most numerous groups plus one residual 
category). 

E3: Number of residents professing a given religious belief as registered in 
population census (9 most numerous groups plus one residual category). 

E4: Number of residents by language commonly used, as registered in 
population census (9 most numerous groups plus one residual category). 
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In practice, in most countries only data E1 (and to a lesser degree E2, as some 
countries to not divulge information of the ethnic descent of the population) were 
available and have been collected; the analysis of other categories at national or 
cross-border scale have been limited to case study explorations.  

 

F - CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS 

The dynamic conceptualisation of cultural heritage also regards the capacity of 
people to “use” the cultural heritage of a territory in order to generate revenues. 
This can happen either directly, that is, through activities which aim at the 
production or reproduction of cultural experiences (the so-called cultural 
industries); or indirectly, through the re-elaboration of cultural features of the 
territory (visual, symbolic or embedded in social structures) into production 
processes which are not necessarily valuable from an “ethical” point of view or 
artistic, though maintaining an aesthetic value (the so-called creative industries, 
including architecture, media, filmmaking, research, software development, design, 
etc.). A large share of population employed in such industries is an element that 
gives substance to the concept of dynamic heritage: either because they allow its 
communication and transmission, or because they re-elaborate and discuss its 
symbolic value, generating new cultural meanings.  

Creative industries, in particular, assume interest at least from three points of view: 
(i) as (increasingly important) job generators, and hence examples of interrelations 
between culture and economic development; (ii) as elements of “continuity” in the 
production of new culture and symbolic meaning; (iii) and as “concentrations” of 
cultural dynamics in specific locations, and therefore producing spatial effects.  

Other elements are significant, which are at the centre of recent cultural studies, 
such as the tendency which characterises the new cultural production sectors or 
“creative industries” to be at the same highly “centric” in regional systems 
(Heilbrun 1992; Dziembowska-Kowalska and Funck 2000)  and therefore at the 
core of economic regeneration efforts  and strongly embedded into trans-national 
networks, and thus of paramount importance not only as job generators but also as 
“bridges” (Castells 1996) towards the new organisation of the world economy that 
we know as “global”.  

It should however be recognised that in post-modern forms of organisation of the 
economy and of the society, cultural and creative activities are embedded, 
transversally, in most production processes; and conversely, creative production 
processes also need the contribution of non-creative professions (e.g. human 
resources managers, clerks, janitors, etc. in a film-making company). Thus to 
measure the “creative” intensity of a regional economic system it makes little sense 
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to merely cense firms; in this project we chose instead to count people having 
“cultural” or creative professions independently from the sector of activity in which 
they are employed. In simple terms, we looked at ISCO codes rather than at NACE 
categories. This calculus involves a delimitation of professions to be considered 
“creative”. The methodology for this delimitation is by no means simple, for 
theoretical and practical reasons. Pragmatically, the TPG looked at other EU 
projects focusing on culture and creative industries5. In Table 2, we report the 
professions considered within the listing of professions included in the ISCO-88 
classification system6. The estimated total number of workers so classified is 
grouped in the category F. 

 

Table 2 ISCO-88 categories of culture-oriented professions considered in this 

study 

ISCO SELECTED 5-digits 
1210-2 managers of cultural enterprises and institutions 

1229-1 Production and operations managers not elsewhere classified 
1319-2 managers of small enterprises in cultural activities ( cinemas, 

theatres, art galleries…) 
2131* Computer systems designers and analysts 
2132* Computer programmers 
2139* Computing professionals not elsewhere classified 

2141-0 Architects, town and traffic planners 
2310-1 art teachers (higher education) 
2320-1 art teachers (secondary education) 
2431* Archivists and curators  

2432-1 librarians 
2442-1 Sociologists, anthropologists and related professionals 
2444* Philologists, translators 
2451* Authors, journalists and other writers 
2452* Sculptors, painters and related artists 
2453* Composers, musicians and singers 
2454* Choreographers and dancers 
2455*  Film, stage and related actors and directors  
3131* Photographers and image and sound equipment operators 

3429-1 Agents and promoters related to cultural activities 
3460-1 Cultural animator 
3471* Decorators and commercial designers  
3472* Radio, television and other announcers  
3473* Street, night club and related musicians, singers and dancers 
3474* Clowns, magicians, acrobats and related associate professionals 

                                                 
5 And specifically to the LEG project “CULTURAL STATISTICS IN THE EU”, EUROSTAT 

Working Paper Population and social conditions 3/ 2000/E/N° 1.; and to the final report of 
the EUROCULT21 project AVAILABLE ON-LINE http://www.eurocult21.org/. 

6 The main source considered for these data is the most recent European Labour Force 
survey, which nevertheless returns only values at NUTS II level. Whenever individual 
national data sources at NUTS III were available, they have been included in the database 
but only the NUTS II database is complete for the whole EU27+2 cover. 
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3480* Religious associate professionals 
5113-5 Travel guides 
5210-4 Fashion and other models 
7311* Precision-instrument makers and repairers 
7312* Musical instrument makers and tuners 
7313* Jewellery and precious-metal workers 
7321* Abrasive wheel formers, potters and related workers 
7322* Glass makers, cutters, grinders and finishers 
7323* Glass engravers and etchers 
7324* Glass, ceramics and related decorative painters 
7331* Handicraft workers in wood and related materials 
7332* Handicraft workers in textile, leather and related materials 
7341* Compositors, typesetters and related workers 
7342* Stereotypers and electrotypers 
7343* Printing engravers and etchers 
7344* Photographic and related workers 
7345* Bookbinders and related workers 
7346* Silk-screen, block and textile printers 

 

G - CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND ORGANISATIONS 

This category includes places, institutions, organisations which are not to be 
considered as cultural heritage per se but reflect the “will” of a community to 
further, share and promote their cultural heritage, thus defining their identity. Their 
inclusion reflects the orientation of this project to consider the “dynamics” of the 
heritage, that is, its relation with the community, the modes of appropriation of it 
that are available to local citizens. Places for cultural expression are those in which 
cultural resources which cannot be “physically” traceable to acquire a spatial setting 
(performing arts companies and productions as opposed to music, ballet and opera 
houses), and where contemporary cultural expressions “accumulate” according to 
coherent historical approaches rooted in the culture of the place, forming 
repertoires, and are disseminated to the public, producing new or strengthening old 
identities. We also chose to include cultural infrastructure oriented to forms of 
popular culture, like cinema; and public libraries as an element of “capacitation” of 
the local community. Ideally, the latter information would have to be weighed by 
the dimension of the library (big libraries counting more than small ones), but again 
this “supply” information is not generally available.  

In short, this category captures elements which contribute to the forwarding and 
transmission of the heritage. It has marked spatial effects because “places” 
generate flows (for instance, audiences to performances or students flowing in a 
place and enhancing its social capital) and networks within and over territories.  

Data have been collected on: 

G1.1: number of theatres and any other commercial venues built on purpose or 
adapted to host performing arts 

G2.1: number of cinema screens 
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G3.1: number of public libraries 

G1.2: attendance of visitors to theatre performances 

G2.2: cinema goers (tickets sold) 

G3.2: visitors to public libraries 

 

Most countries only publish information regarding G11, G12, and G13 and data 
collection has been limited to these categories (called G.1, G.2 and G.3 in the rest 
of the work); the other information have been used at case study level.  

 

H - INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL 

If the previous category has to do with the infrastructural conditions for cultural 
development of a territory, we also look at the social or human conditions, taking 
into consideration a cultural heritage category of “intellectual capital” of the region, 
that is the extension of the “capacities” on which the region can count to further its 
heritage and identity or, else, to dynamise it and valorise it. As with many other 
issues of this project, to be explored in further depth in the third part of the Final 
Report, the causation between capacity and place is bi-univocal and this double tier 
is an increasable recurrent element of post-industrial, post-modern social 
organisations. A region with outstanding cultural features (good universities, high 
levels of quality of life, aesthetically inspiring and well-preserved landscapes) is 
capable of attracting the top skilled workers and the best creative talents; on the 
other hand, these contribute to further growth and diversity of the cultural fabric of 
the region.  

In our project, this category includes a measure of the intangible cultural skills 
produced or present in a specific region. Data have been collected on: 

H1: number of graduates in higher education institutions of a given region.  

H2: population over 15 in a region with high attainment level (category 
“high” in LFS corresponding to attainment levels 5-6 in ISCO-88 classification.   

H3: the “cultural output” in terms of published ISBN. 

 

In practice, in most countries H2 data (and to a lesser degree H1 data) were the 
only available; thus we consider only these categories in the rest of the work.  

 

I - CULTURAL EXCELLENCE 

Aside from these categories, other data regarding “cultural excellence” of Europe 
have been collected. These data regard cultural components classified uniformly 
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over the EU territory as part of networks of excellence in specific fields of cultural 
activity. Data collection at this level is bound to offer a “benchmark” in order to 
distinguish the “quality” of the data collected from various data sources and provide 
additional information regarding the spatial distribution of development potentials 
in the EU27+2 territory. Data have been collected on: 

I1: theatres belonging to the European Theatre Convention (ETC) 

I2: opera companies belonging to the network Opera Europa 

I3: museums members of ICOM  

I4: cities that have been European Capitals of Culture (1985-2008) 

I5: Film festivals listed in two main portals, http://www.eurofilmfest.org and 
http://www.filmfestivals.com  

I6: UNESCO Wold Heritage Sites, subdivided by type (prehistoric relicts, 
ancient ruins, ancient to medieval monuments, town, town centres, villages, 
religious buildings, secular buildings, technical constructions, cultural landscapes).  

The final list of collected data is provided in Table 3.  

 

2.5 Indicators of cultural heritage and identity: methodology and 

structure 

2.5.1 Classes of indicators  

The development of indicators based on these components is bound to cover all the 
concerns of the ESPON 1.3.3 project: 

� the description of European regions’ richness, diversity, and homogeneity with 
specific types of cultural heritage and identity 

� the identification of areas of pressure and development potential from the 
intersection of cultural landscapes with recent socio-economic trends 

� the development of a policy framework for culture within the ESDP, through the 
understanding of the extent of cultural impacts and of the organisational 
arrangements regarding culture. 

 

In order to evaluate such issues, information in different heritage categories of 
need to be composed with other information in order to produce spatial 

indicators, that is, measures which allow a significant measurement and ranking 
of the space according to different aspects of interest for this project, and namely 
the type of spatial effects that they are likely to produce.  

When reference is done to physical attributes of the territory, that is, the number of 
tangible assets or activities that can be found on a given region (hence we refer to 
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heritage categories A, B, C, D, and the infrastructure categories G), spatial 

indicators should be conceived as ratios, (e.g. registered cultural assets per sq. 
km, visitors per museum in a region, etc.). The composition of two or more 
quantitative measures in one indicator allows the “measurement” (and to some 
extent the “ordering”) of the territory according to specific dimensions.  

The most interesting for this study are: 

� PRESENCE of heritage assets (in absolute numbers) 

� DENSITY of heritage assets (assets per kmq) 

� POTENTIAL USE PRESSURE FROM LOCAL USERS on heritage assets (n. of 
residents per asset). It must be stressed that this indicator estimated “potential” 
demand: not all local users (or visitors in the following cases) will make effective 
use of the heritage assets. The information on actual visits, as said above, is 
often missing or inconsistent among countries. Yet potential use pressure is a 
proxy (areas will a larger potential use pressure are likely to have the highest 
effective use pressure) and moreover define a “potential” phenomena with 
interesting policy implications: areas with a large potential demand per asset 
but with a low level of supply may expect positive returns from the expansion of 
their cultural supply; areas with low potential demand and large supply can 
expect positive returns from an increase in accessibility or quality of life; etc.  

� POTENTIAL USE PRESSURE FROM VISITORS on heritage assets (n. of tourist 
arrivals per asset, on the assumption that visitors to a region will visit a specific 
asset only one time during the course of their stay) 

� COMPOSITE POTENTIAL USE PRESSURE FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS AND 
VISITORS ([n. of tourist arrivals + local residents*365)] per asset, on the 
hypothesis that local residents who reside in a place all year have a chance of 
visiting an asset that is 365 times higher than that of a visitor who is in the 
place only for a limited number of days) 

� AVAILABILITY OF CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE (n. of theatres, cinema screens, 
public libraries per 1,000 inhabitants) 

 

Other spatial indicators refer to the characteristics of the population:  

� CULTURAL PROFESSIONALS IN WORKFORCE (n. of workers with cultural 
professions as a percentage of all active population); this indicator can be 
conceived as a proxy of the “orientation to creativity of the local society” 
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� INTELLECTUAL CAPITAL (n. of university graduates and n. of citizens with high 
attainment levels7 as a percentage of local population)  

� DIVERSITY of population according to nationality or ethnic groupings. In this 
case, a Shannon index of diversity is calculated according to the following 
algorithm, where the total population is divided in the 9 most numerous 
groupings and a 10th residual group including all other population groups.  

 
( ) ( )[ ] population  total , group population10;1 :                      ,/ln/E ==→=∑ PipiPpPp i

i

ii

  

The E index can be calculated for groupings relative to nationality (thus only 
counting for foreigners) or for ethnic groups, when the latter information is 
available, and assumes values ranging from zero (min. diversity) to infinite 
(max diversity).  

 

Excluding indicators that have not been calculated in practice for lack of data 
availability, the resulting structure of the indicators is illustrated in Figure 14. These 
spatial indicators reflect different aspects of concern for this study. It is 
conceptually useful to differentiate between: 

Supply indicators: these are the easiest to understand, because they are based 
on objective dimensions. Supply can reflect the existence and location of “one” 
cultural asset in the space (possibly informing on the “physical extension” of the 
asset for use and planning purposes) or of a certain intangible cultural quality. They 
can be further differentiated for value levels, that is, heritage assets can be ordered 
according to value principles and given different weights when compiled into a 
regional measure. Density indicators are the most adequate to represent supply 
because they reveal the existence of a concentration of resources which are likely 
to be at the core of a “supply system” of culture.  Moreover the composition of a 
map which stratifies the European regional space according to supply may reveal 
the existence of spatial patterns (continuity, connection between places, 
fragmentation, linearity) in the distribution of a given (cultural) feature. A regional 
analysis of the location patterns of CH elements can be the instrument to detect 
possible cross border cultural linkages and opportunities for the construction of 
cultural networks: 

• Physical networks: places of cultural interest (buildings, sites, artefacts, 
landscapes,) interconnected by a road, path or waterway. Sometimes the 
location along an axis is the generic factor of the cultural network 

                                                 
7 It is meant residents censed with attainment levels in categories 5 (university graduates) 

or 6 (postgraduates) in ISCED-97 labour force classifications.  
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• Functional networks: uses and users, complement / support, functional 
clustering,  

• Administrative and organisational networks: strategic alliances, 
collaborations, partnerships  

• Symbolic networks: intangible CH elements. 

 

Demand indicators: use pressure indicators (albeit potential) partly reflect the 
existence (supply) of the heritage, but introduce the issue of its “use”. They have a 
higher degree of ambiguity because they are dependent on assumptions (the 
likeliness that the dweller in a territory, permanent or transient, will visit the asset), 
estimates and management practices (for instance, 100,000 people may visit an art 
city and produce completely different levels of environmental damage according to 
the quality of the signposting, or transport and parking facilities, or complementary 
facilities). Thus, demand indicators need to be evaluated in combination with 
qualitative indicators which are not always available at the level of a single asset or 
at the regional level; these aspects will be investigated at case study level.  

Structural indicators: indicators like population diversity, the availability of 
cultural infrastructure, the orientation to creativity of the local society and the 
intellectual capital present in a region escape a functional classification into static 
categories of demand and supply. Rather, they illustrate the “capacity” of the 
territory, its structural potential to engage in processes of cultural production and 
reproduction, which is at the basis of a cultural dynamics. Thus, a territory under-
endowed in heritage resources but strong in human capital and quality of life 
aspects has better chances to valorise and “use” its resources than “culturally rich” 
territories which are poor in structural conditions. 
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Figure 14 Structure of indicators 

 
Heritage 

categories

Cat. # Description Presence Density Availability Potential use pressure 

(locals)

Potential use pressure 

(visitors)

Potential use pressure 

(integrated)

Diversity index % of population

A Immovable individual 
assets: monuments and 
sites

A.0: n. of assets in region A.1: n. of assets in region per 
kmq

A.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

A.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

A.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

B Immovable entities: 
protected landscapes and 
conjuncts

B.0: n. of entities in region B.1: n. of entities in region per 
kmq

B.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

B.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

B.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

C Movable objects in 
collections: museums and 
galleries

C.0: n. of museums in region C.1: n. of museums in region 
per kmq

C.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

C.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

C.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

Intangible heritage D Celebrations of local 
culture: events

D.0: n. of events in region D.1: n. of events in region per 
kmq

D.2: n. of residents in region 
per asset

D.3: n. of visitors in region per 
asset

D.4: n. of residents (*365) and 
visitors in region per asset

E1 Groupings of resident 
population by nationality

E.1: Shannon index of cultural 
diversity by nationality of 
residents

E2 Groupings of resident 
population by ethnic 
descent

E.2: Shannon index of diversity 
by ethnic descent of residents

F Cultural and creative 
professionals

F.1: cultural and creative 
professionals as a share of 
active population

G1 Theaters G.21: n. of theaters per 1,000 
inhabitants

G2 Cinema screens G.22: n. of cinema screens per 
1,000 inhabitants

G3 Public libraries G.23: n. of public libraries per 
1,000 inhabitants

H1 University output: graduates 
in local HE

H.11: graduates in local higher 
education as a percentage of 
local population

H2 Attainment level of 
population (high)

H.12: percentage of local 
residents with high attainment 
level (ISCED-97 codes 5 and 6)

CLASSES OF INDICATORS

Tangible heritage

Identity

Infrastructure

Intellectual capital

SUPPLY OF HERITAGE DEMAND OF HERITAGE

STRUCTURAL INDICATORS OF 

HERITAGE
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2.6 Limitations 

Our project, and specifically the attempt to “measure” and map the cultural 
dimensions of the territories of Europe, faces a number of constraints and 
limitations, some obvious, some less so, which the TPG has had to deal with.  

2.6.1 Data issues 

Regarding data issues, different types of constraints exist affecting the 
development of a European database on cultural heritage and the compilation of 
indicators necessary for this study. 

a. unavailability of data 

Culture is a field in which data collection is less advanced than in other sectors of 
territorial studies. One glimpse at any European data base reveals that data on 
cultural assets are simply not collected and data about cultural production and 
consumption (e.g. the HABITAT data base on cities) are collected at a highly 
fragmented and inconsistent level.  

Cultural heritage has poor data bases in most European countries. The information 
on heritage commonly reflects traditional approaches to the issue of “conservation”. 
It is often collected at a national level by ministries of culture or monuments offices 
and registers, sometimes disregarding regional typologies. Most of the times, data 
are not collected or available in electronic format. The focus on conservation 
sometimes shadows the necessity to collect “use” statistics; data on visitors at 
museums and art performances are regularly collected but the same cannot be said 
for art cities, monuments and other heritage places which are freely accessible.  

Intangible heritage assets are difficult to grasp and even more difficult to count, 
register or delimit. Information on minorities, languages and religions may come 
from census. Cultural production sectors are in no better position. Though the 
leisure economy (including culture) is booming all over, very few statistical data 
have been collected so far, at least in most countries. 

b. harmonisation / comparability problems (i) within regions (ii) across regions 

Even when they are collected and available in electronic or printed format, data on 
heritage assets available by national and regional agencies inevitably suffer from 
discrepancies in the collection method, in the evaluation principles, in the 
exhaustiveness of the collection, in the types of information that are collected and 
the format. Because of these discrepancies, the objective of obtaining a harmonious 
European cultural heritage data base is not practicable to say the least. While it is 
not the main objective of this project to provide national guidelines for data 
collection, nor to compile data bases of data that are currently unavailable, the TPG 
has collected exhaustive information on the state of data availability on each 
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country and compiled indicators based on the collection and elaboration of available 
information only.  

c. feasibility in terms of geo-data 

The feasibility in terms of available geo-data needs to be taken into account as 
well. Since our focus is primarily spatial, parameters related to patterns and 
processes with geographical coordinates and territorial markers need to be 
collected, and these mainly regard the location of CH and its environmental 
context, as well as the spatial implications and effects of the past and present 
function of CH (use and users). Other spatiall relevant issues such as the dynamics 

of functional changes (market-driven and/or outcome of policy) and the changing 

symbolism (landmarks, appreciation, use and users, etc ..) can be only approached 
at case study level.  

The search for quantitative and comparable parameters about patterns and 
processes can be supported by some selected qualitative data (symbolic values, 
appreciation, valorisation …). 

 

2.6.2 Congruence / incongruence between cultural identities and territorial 
entities  

This issue of congruence is not the main objective of this study but problems have 
been faced in identifying boundaries / territories of cultural identities; communities 
& habitat, history and heritage and even more current changes in the geographical 
patterns. 

 

2.6.3 Meta data archive 

The difficulty of finding, harmonising and data in this project demands that a 
complete meta data archive providing information on the availability and quality of 
data available for each category of the data collection is built for each country, 
highlighting also the regional detail available and the possibly to explore the time-
dimension.  

 

2.6.4 Geographic level of analysis 

The study area is “Europe of the 27” plus neighbouring countries Norway and 
Switzerland. Following the TOR, the TPG focuses on regions rather than on 
countries, when it comes to analysing territorial expressions of CH. 

The fact has nevertheless to be taken into account that there is little “systemic” 
homogeneity between regions of Europe, even within the same national entities; 
which to some extent hampers the possibility of a pan-European analysis of trends 
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and patterns regarding the cultural heritage. More practically, we stress the fact 
that information on the cultural heritage are not collected systematically.  

The construction of spatial indicators for culture (cultural heritage) can be done on 
different scale levels: the scale level not only depends on the objectives of the 
study, but also, and perhaps mainly, on the availability of data and / or the 
feasibility of data collection.  

It is in principle possible to collect data, produce country profiles and engage in a 
European analysis maintaining the NUTS III detail level, though the TPG also 
collected data at NUTS II level. Maps will reproduce this dual level of analysis.  The 
meta data base allows an early recognition of the possible detail of the analysis in 
each of the 29 countries. 

Country profiles are an intermediate stage of analysis “zooming in” from NUTS I to 
NUTS II and III levels; this allows a first recognition of regional differences within 
countries with homogeneous enlisting and valuation criteria. Each European country 
will be profiled (with a level of analysis depending on the availability of information, 
which can be scarce in countries not covered by the project partners). In specific 
cases where are large regional differences in enlisting criteria and in data 
management, regional rather than national profiles will be produced8. 

The step to a pan-European analysis recognising differences between NUTS III 
regions throughout Europe needs to take into account these methodological 
differences and deal with them, for instance adopting narrowed classifications of 
heritage enabling an international comparison (e.g. tourist guides).  

Narrower levels of analysis are also taken into consideration, especially at the stage 
of the “horizontal” data analysis as introduced in Fig. 12 (blue arrow). Explorations 
of the territorial cohesion of cultural resources can be carried out at level of NUTS 
IV or even V (municipality, district), and so will case studies.  

This focus allows reconnecting the TPG’s analytic effort on the urban level, which is 
at the centre of important aspects of the ESPON project and ESDP, recognising the 
importance of urban areas and polycentric urban systems as concentrations of 
cultural resources and critical nodes in their promotion and development. The TPG 
could take into consideration Large Functional Urban Regions are defined on the 
basis on NUTS III. 

 

                                                 
8 In the case of Spain, for instance, heritage data are normally collected at the level of 

autonomous communities (NUTS II) and enlisting criteria between autonomous 
communities differ considerably; therefore a choice will be done to focus on one 
community (e.g. Catalonia) and to provide details and analyse diversity within this 
community at the provincial (NUTS III) level.   
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2.6.5 Methodological issues in data collection and comparability 

The stage of collecting raw data regarding the European heritage resources has 
been as arguably the most difficult of our research, because data sources on 
heritage, its use and its spatial patterns are possibly the most underdeveloped part 
of the European data base that we are trying to consolidate. Data are in part not 
available (which in some cases means that the TPG compiled data lists from 
scratch), or collected with largely diverging methodologies between countries and 
sometimes even between regions within the same country. Moreover, there are 
relevant difficulties regarding the interpretation of notions such as “presence” and 
“use” of the heritage that the partners tried to overcome by a sensible choice of 
indicators.  

The full comparability between data in different countries (and in some cases 
between regions within the same country) is affected for the following reasons: 

1. inconsistency in the methodological structure of the regional sources  

2. mis-specification of the data included in a dataset.  

3. inconsistent spatial representation  

 

Ad 1., this is especially a problem for the data series associated with categories A 
(monuments and sites) and B (conjuncts), for which listing criteria and data 
availability differ hugely across countries. On the other hand, it was not possible to 
consider alternative data sources, which would lack the completeness and the 
objectiveness in listing criteria which is appropriate in this study.  

The extent of such inconsistencies can be easily verified by an exercise of 
comparing the average scores of the indicators A and B in different countries, 
exhibiting very high values, for instance, of tangible cultural densities in countries 
like Sweden, the Netherlands, and Ireland, and very low values in Italy, Greece and 
Portugal (see Table 5). Such inconsistencies may affect substantially the 
effectiveness and meaningfulness of data analysis.  

In principle, the inconsistencies between country data can be eliminated only up to 
a certain extent. They cannot be illustrated in the metadata base, which does not 
include an area for the discussion of inclusion criteria, but deserve a further effort 
of comparative analysis of the differing listing criteria from country to country.  

However, there are two ways to tackle the question. The first is to use the 
information of the differing national levels of heritage listing and protection as 
additional “policy” information regarding the way in which individual countries deal 
with their cultural resources. The second is to make the dataset across borders 
comparable – so allowing spatial analysis − through the use of smoothing 

techniques.  
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The methods considered are: 

• Using national average-centred data to eliminate the “country effect” and 
only consider within-country variations of indicators disregarding variations 
among countries. This approach has its merits, because overall variation of 
cultural variables is one of the key aspects of this study, and allows an 
appraisement, for instance, of cultural phenomena associated with border or 
capital regions. 9 

• Weighing methods as indicated by the MC’s response to the TIR (using as 
weighs homogeneous counts, like entries in the World Heritage List), or 
alternative and more sophisticated methods of cross-border calibration as 
proposed by our Danish partner (which is the object of one of the case 
studies included in Annex 3);  

• Use of unconventional data sources to integrate or elaborate imperfect 
datasets (e.g. tourist guides, national websites, etc.). In particular the TPG 
has decided, for the sake of simplicity, to recur to an data base originally 
collected by the LP for the SPESP project (group 1.7 “cultural assets and 
landscapes”) to calibrate the imperfect dataset obtained especially in Italy, 
Greece (too few entries) and Sweden (too many entries).  

 

Ad 2., data series may be inconsistent due to the difficulty of discriminating the 
information included in a data source. For instance, with reference to category C 
(museums and galleries), in one country the museum listings considered may 
include all museums, while in another only public museums or national museums, 
and it may be difficult to disentangle or integrate the source information in order to 
achieve cross-border comparability due to the way in which source data are 
presented or made available to the PPs. The same problems could be found in 
relation to D (cultural events), G (cultural infrastructure) and H (intellectual 
capital). This inconsistency could only be eliminated to the extent that it has been 
possible to manipulate or integrate the data sources (e.g. national listings of 
museums, regional events agendas) so as to streamline the information across 
countries.  

Ad 3., the difference in the spatial configuration may affect the full comprehension 
of cross-border differences. This problem is particularly evident with Germany, 
where the surface of NUTS III areas is so small that the relative data are 
systematically diminished in absolute indicators (indicators *.0) and indicators of 

                                                 
9 Following this approach, a “normalised” data based on national means and standard 

deviations has been built parallel to the basic one, producing “smoothed” maps. However, 
the elimination of the country effect and the representation power of the maps so obtain 
has been negatively evaluated by the MC so this approach to smoothing has been dropped 
eventually.  
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geographical concentration (indicators *.1). It cannot be eliminated at this stage of 
the project but the ESPON 1.3.3 trusts that a method of regional reclassification, 
currently under study in the ESPON network, will eliminate the problem.  

 

2.6.6 Recommendations to the reader 

In any case, at all times, and especially when confronted with data series and maps 
built on the indicators which suffer the most from comparability and homogeneity 
problems, should the reader consider that this study represent a preliminary effort 
to represent the stratification and diversity of the European cultural heritage and 
now certainly the final word on the topic. The diversity of sources and of the 
reference years included in the datasets and correspondent maps can be observed 
in the maps and in the regional metadata information included as annexes to this 
Final Report.  

In some cases like the ones mentioned before (indicators of categories “A” and “B” 
and indicator categories built on these) the properties exhibited by the datasets and 
the derived maps indicate clearly that rather than with a faithful representation of 
the phenomena which are the main object of this study the reader is faced with a 
representation of the diversity in approaches and capabilities of the different 
national states as far as the inventory and protection of their heritage resources is 
concerned, and – to a lesser degree – of the capacity of this TPG to collect 
disparate information and integrate them in a data collection exercise which has 
necessarily limited dimensions. This places a high demand on the reader – he has 
to be able to discern at any time what is an “objective” representation of the 
cultural phenomena analysed and what is methodological bias. Consequently the 
TPG feels the urge to guide the reader in this effort and this is done through 
comments and warnings that accompany much of the present work.  

 

2.6.7 Technical issues  

Localizing of phenomena (for instance, in a GIS format) is only possible with 
appropriate reference files. Commonly data on NUTS levels are distributed by 
private firms, in polygon tables or shape files. A more precise localization (street 
level, address level) can pose problems in some cases, because it requires 
complicated, precise and mostly very costly reference files. 

The choice of the aggregation level to work on for data collection, processing and 
mapping depends on the spatial scale on which indicators of cultural heritage and 
cultural identity are to be built. Combinations are possible; e.g. to analyze cultural 
resources or potentials on the national level by aggregation of data on the level of 
the municipality (or NUTS-level). However to study the spatial effects of culture in 
cities  urban regions  a more exact localized approach is necessary. The TPG 
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decided to use the ArcView platform and to use the shapefile system provided by 
the ESPON Data Base managers.  The SABE cartographic base for these units has 
been used. The boundaries have been updated, but it should be noted that in the 
most recent version for Poland, the digital precision of the divisions is different from 
that of the general base and has been incorporated through the modification of the 
latter.  

 

2.7 Data collection and calculation of indicators 

Four types of data have been utilised to represent the differentiation of the 
European space with regard to cultural heritage and identity at NUTS III or NUTS II 
level.  

GENERAL DATA 

Data extracted from the official EU statistics, referring to aspects that are not 
directly related to this study. These include: surface area, population, active 
population, etc. These data are usually used in combination with specific cultural 
variables to derive data such as densities, pressure, indexes, etc. 

SPATIAL DATA 

This data group is obtained from direct cartographic and spatial observation and, as 
in the case of the first group, do not consist of specifically cultural elements. They 
include coastal regions, frontier zones, urban areas, etc. Such data behave as 
independent variables, and their interest is derived from the possibility of 
combining them with other ESPON data to establish classifications, typologies and 
conclusions in which territorial variables are of some significance. They are normally 
included in the ESPON shapefile specifications. 

COLLECTED DATA (ESPON 1.3.3 HERITAGE CATEGORIES) 

These refer to the cultural heritage components A-I illustrated in the previous 
section. These data have been collected by the various ESPON research groups 
during the first stage of the project (Workpackage 2). They are the most important 
block, as they constitute the statistical base for all subsequent calculations.  

In some cases they present problems of incompleteness, heterogeneity, lack of 
uniformity of the sources, variable thematic detail and updating, which, as a result, 
sometimes give rise to considerable differences at regional and national scale. 
Comparability problems and possible solutions will be discussed below. Their 
sources are heterogeneous (official statistics, national and regional listings, tourist 
guides, websites, etc.). In Table 3 the final list of general, spatial and collected data 
considered in ESPON 1.3.3 is illustrated.  
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Table 3 Full list of data variables included in this study 

Series 

(navigation 

code): 

Caption Source: Spatial level 

GENERAL and SPATIAL DATA 

country NUTS 0 (country) NUTS nomenclature   

NUTS_2 NUTS_2 code NUTS nomenclature   

NUTSIII Shapefile NUTS code for 
NUTS III 

ESPON shapefile   

NAME_N3_03 NUTS III regional 
nomenclature 2003 

EUROSTAT   

NAME_N2_03 NUTS II regional 
nomenclature 2003 

EUROSTAT   

AREA_SQ Surface in square 
kilometres 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[total area of the regions; total 
area of the regions - non EU 
countries] 

NUTSII, 
NUTSIII 

POP_00 Annual average 
population in 2000 
(1,000) 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[Annual average population by 
sex; Annual average population 
by sex - Non-EU25 countries] 

NUTSII, 
NUTSIII 

POP_01 Annual average 
population in 2001 
(1,000) 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[Annual average population by 
sex; Annual average population 
by sex - Non-EU25 countries] 

NUTSII, 
NUTSIII 

POP_03 Annual average 
population in 2003 
(1,000) 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[Annual average population by 
sex; Annual average population 
by sex - Non-EU25 countries] 

NUTSII 

ACT_POP_01 Economically active 
population in 2001 
(1,000) 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics [ 
Economically active population by 
sex and age, at NUTS levels 1, 2 
and 3 - EU 25 (1000); 
Economically active population by 
sex and age, at NUTS levels 1, 2 
and 3 - Non-EU25 Countries 
(1000)] 

NUTSII, 
NUTSIII 

ACT_POP_03 Economically active 
population in 2003 
(1,000) 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics [ 
Economically active population by 
sex and age, at NUTS levels 1, 2 
and 3 - EU 25 (1000); 
Economically active population by 
sex and age, at NUTS levels 1, 2 
and 3 - Non-EU25 Countries 
(1000)] 

NUTSII, 
NUTSIII 

SQ_KM Surface in square 
kilometers 

ESPON Shapefile polygons 
algorithm 

  

STAYS_01 Overnight stays in all 
accommodation types 
(domestic and foreign 
visitors), year 2001 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[tourism] 

NUTS II 
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STAYS_03 Overnight stays in all 
accommodation types 
(domestic and foreign 
visitors), year 2003 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[tourism] 

NUTS II 

ARR_01 Tourist arrivals by 
domestic and foreign 
visitors, year 2001 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[tourism] 

NUTS II 

ARR_03 Tourist arrivals by 
domestic and foreign 
visitors, year 2003 

EUROSTAT Regional statistics 
[tourism] 

NUTS II 

COLLECTED DATA 

A Listed monuments; 
number of entries in 
national lists 

Various national listings and 
other sources. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

B Listed historical and 
architectural conjuncts, 
cultural landscapes; 
number of entries in 
national lists 

Various national listings and 
other sources. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

C Number of museums in 
national & regional lists 

Various national listings and 
other sources. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 in Annex 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

D Cultural events; number 
of entries in national 
and regional agendas 

Various national websites and 
other sources. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 in Annex 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

E1 Shannon index of 
diversity of population 
according to foreign 
nationality of residents 

National census statistics. See 
Regional Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

E2 Shannon index of 
diversity of population 
according to ethnic 
classification of 
residents 

National census statistics and 
other sources. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

F Number of workers with 
cultural profession 
according to LABOUR 
FORCE SURVEY (ISCO-
88, 3- and 4-digit) 

Labour force survey data 2000-
2004.  

NUTS II 

G1 Number of theatres Various national sources and 
cultural statistics. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

G2 Number of cinema 
screens 

Various national sources and 
cultural statistics. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

G3 Number of public 
libraries 

Various national sources and 
cultural statistics. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

H1 Graduates in local 
Higher Education 

Various national sources and 
regional statistics. See Regional 
Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 

H2 Residents with high 
educational attainment 
level (ISCED-97 
categories 5-6) 

Labour force survey data. See 
Regional Metadata in Annex 2 

NUTS II, NUTS 
III 
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DERIVED DATA (INDICATORS) 

This group of data is obtained from the previous categories by converting them into 
indicators of presence, density, pressure, national or regional averages, and other 
indices. Such data serve as basic dimensions in the definition of regional typologies 
and classifications to be identified in this study.  

The selection of indicators finally derived from collected data has been based on a 
number of criteria:  

1. meaningfulness: only those numerical transformations are likely to have 
physical and economic sense in the evaluation of spatial differentiation and 
impact of culture are taken into consideration. For instance, tangible assets are 
seen as an area-dependent component of culture (though it is sensible to 
expect a higher concentration of assets in urban areas) and therefore a density 
indicator is built as a asset per kmq ratio. On the other hand, cinema screens 
or theatres are ostensibly a population-dependent variable and a density 
indicator is expressed meaningfully as a asset per 1,000 inhabitants ratio.  

2. data availability. Cultural components for which no systematic record exists 
(e.g. religious practice) have been excluded from the data collection, and will 
be examined at a different scale within the case studies of Workpackage 4.  

3. widest possible coverage. Cultural components have been selected and 
considered in the construction of the final grill of indicators only when they 
provided a large enough coverage of the EU27+2 territory. In cases in which 
switching to a NUTS II classification would produce a far wider cover of the EU 
territory than what was possible at NUTS III, the former spatial level has been 
considered. Datasets relative to countries in which data were only available at 
NUTS II level, have been regionalised to achieve the best possible description 
of the EU territory.  

 

As far as the time reference is concerned, there is some flexibility in the database 
due to the lack of homogeneity of the sources used. That is considered acceptable 
to the extent that most cultural data, and especially those on heritage, exhibit only 
long-term dynamics, so that comparing regional indicators referring to different 
years does not represent an excessively biased representation of the EU space. 
Obviously other data included in the database are more time-sensitive (events, 
scholarisation rates, diversity by foreign population, etc.) and differences among 
countries may affect the consistency of the analysis, however the TPG stresses the 
availability of such data within a time range which is nevertheless not exceeding 5-
6 years (2000-present time) for the various variables used to build the indicators.  

General data (population, active population) have been normally referred to the 
year of the latest census of the population included in EUROSTAT (2001), and so is 
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with tourist data. In any case, the data analysis is carried out at a cross-sectional 
level; diachronic variations of one or more data series is only analysed at the level 
of individual case studies.  

Following (Table 4) is an illustration of the final grill of indicators included in the 
dataset, their structure, the theoretical postulate justifying their inclusion and 
synthetic metadata information. More complete metadata information on a country-
by-country basis is provided in the third part of Annex 2.  
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Table 4 Derived data: indicators of cultural heritage and identity 

DATA 

NAVIGATOR 

Description of variable Algorithm (ref. 
to list of GENERAL 
and COLLECTED 
data) 

Spatial level Theoretical postulate Policy relevance 

 A.0  Presence of monuments A NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the spatial 
distribution of protected 
tangible cultural assets 

The spatial distribution of cultural assets 
provides a first approximation of the local 
tangible resources  

 A.1  Density of monuments A / area_sq NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates spatial 
concentration 

Larger spatial concentration determines a 
higher level of development potential based on 
tourism and culture 

 A.2 Potential use pressure on 
monuments by local 
residents  

pop _01 / A  NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the local 
population potentially 
served by one given 
monument 

Different levels of potential pressure require 
adequate management responses. Low pressure 
levels demand more promotion and enhanced 
accessibility; high pressure levels call for site 
management and conservation 

 A.3  Potential use pressure on 
monuments by tourists  

arr_01 / A NUTS II Illustrates the visitor 
population potentially 
served by one given 
monument 

Different levels of potential pressure from 
tourism require differentiated management 
responses. Low pressure levels demand more 
promotion and accessibility; high pressure 
levels call for site management and 
conservation, also in order to avoid access 
conflicts with locals 
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DATA 

NAVIGATOR 

Description of variable Algorithm (ref. 
to list of GENERAL 
and COLLECTED 
data) 

Spatial level Theoretical postulate Policy relevance 

 A.4  Composite potential use 
pressure on monuments 
by tourists and residents 

(arr_01+pop_01*
365) / A 

NUTS II Illustrates the total 
population potentially 
served by one given 
monument 

Different levels of total potential pressure 
require differentiated management responses. 
Low pressure levels demand more promotion 
and accessibility; high pressure levels call for 
site management and conservation, also in 
order to avoid access conflicts with locals 

 B.0  Presence of protected 
heritage conjuncts and 
cultural landscapes 

B NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the spatial 
distribution of heritage 
conjuncts and cultural 
landscapes 

The spatial distribution of heritage conjuncts 
and cultural landscapes provides a first 
approximation of the territories which enjoy a 
high level of protection 

 B.1  Density of protected 
heritage conjuncts and 
cultural landscapes 

B / area NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates spatial 
concentration of heritage 
conjuncts and cultural 
landscapes 

Larger spatial concentration of heritage 
conjuncts and cultural landscapes determines a 
higher level of development potential based on 
tourism and culture 

 B.2 Potential use pressure on 
protected heritage 
conjuncts and cultural 
landscapes by local 
residents  

pop _01 / B  NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the local 
population potentially 
served by one given 
protected heritage 
conjunct or cultural 
landscape 

Different levels of potential pressure on heritage 
conjuncts and cultural landscapes require 
adequate management responses. Low pressure 
levels demand more promotion and enhanced 
accessibility; high pressure levels call for site 
management and conservation 
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DATA 

NAVIGATOR 

Description of variable Algorithm (ref. 
to list of GENERAL 
and COLLECTED 
data) 

Spatial level Theoretical postulate Policy relevance 

 B.3  Potential use pressure on 
protected heritage 
conjuncts and cultural 
landscapes by tourists  

arr_01 / B NUTS II Illustrates the visitor 
population potentially 
served by one given 
protected heritage 
conjunct or cultural 
landscape 

Different levels of potential pressure on heritage 
conjuncts and cultural landscapes from tourism 
require differentiated management responses. 
Low pressure levels demand more promotion 
and accessibility; high pressure levels call for 
site management and conservation, also in 
order to avoid access conflicts with locals 

 B.4  Composite potential use 
pressure on protected 
heritage conjuncts and 
cultural landscapes by 
tourists and residents 

(arr_01+pop_01*
365) / B 

NUTS II Illustrates the total 
population potentially 
served by one given 
protected heritage 
conjunct or cultural 
landscape 

Different levels of total potential pressure on 
heritage conjuncts and cultural landscapes 
require differentiated management responses. 
Low pressure levels demand more promotion 
and accessibility; high pressure levels call for 
site management and conservation, also in 
order to avoid access conflicts with locals 

C.0  Presence of museums  C NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the spatial 
distribution of listed 
museums 

The spatial distribution of museums is a first 
approximation of man-made heritage movable 
objects which provide an educational function to 
the local population and can be used as a 
development asset through tourist valorisation 
and other cultural activities 

 C.1  Density of museums  C / area NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates spatial 
concentration 

Larger spatial concentration of museums 
determines a higher level of development 
potential based on tourism and culture 
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DATA 

NAVIGATOR 

Description of variable Algorithm (ref. 
to list of GENERAL 
and COLLECTED 
data) 

Spatial level Theoretical postulate Policy relevance 

 C.2 Potential use pressure on 
museums by local 
residents  

pop_01 / C  NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the local 
population potentially 
served by a museum 

Different levels of potential pressure require 
adequate management responses. Low pressure 
levels demand more promotion and enhanced 
accessibility; high pressure levels call for site 
management and a more articulated collection 
development on the territory 

 C.3  Potential use pressure on 
museums by tourists  

arr_01 / C NUTS II Illustrates the visitor 
population potentially 
served by a museum 

Different levels of potential pressure from 
tourism require differentiated management 
responses. Low pressure levels demand more 
promotion and accessibility; high pressure 
levels call for site management and 
conservation, also in order to avoid access 
conflicts with locals 

 C.4  Composite potential use 
pressure on museums by 
tourists and residents 

(arr_01+pop_01*
365) / C 

NUTS II Illustrates the total 
population potentially 
served by a museum 

Different levels of total potential pressure 
require differentiated management responses. 
Low pressure levels demand more promotion 
and accessibility; high pressure levels call for 
site management and conservation, also in 
order to avoid access conflicts with locals 

 D.0  Presence of events  D NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the spatial 
distribution of cultural 
events 

The spatial distribution of cultural events is a 
first approximation of human activities which 
provide culture-based leisure to the local and 
visiting population and can be used as a 
development asset through tourist valorisation  

 D.1  Density of events  D / area NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates spatial 
concentration of cultural 
events 

Larger spatial concentration of events 
determines a higher level of development 
potential based on tourism 
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DATA 

NAVIGATOR 

Description of variable Algorithm (ref. 
to list of GENERAL 
and COLLECTED 
data) 

Spatial level Theoretical postulate Policy relevance 

 D.2 Potential use pressure on 
events by local residents  

pop_01 / D  NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the local 
population potentially 
served by a cultural event 

Different levels of potential pressure require 
adequate management responses. Low pressure 
levels demand more promotion and enhanced 
accessibility; high pressure levels call for site 
management and coordination between 
different events and other components of 
culture 

 D.3  Potential use pressure on 
events by tourists  

arr_01 / D NUTS II Illustrates the visitor 
population potentially 
served by a cultural event 

Different levels of potential pressure from 
tourism require differentiated management 
responses. Low pressure levels demand more 
promotion and accessibility; high pressure 
levels call for site management , also in order to 
avoid access conflicts with locals 

 C.4  Composite potential use 
pressure on events by 
tourists and residents 

(arr_01+pop_01*
365) / D 

NUTS II Illustrates the total 
population potentially 
served by a event 

Different levels of total potential pressure 
require differentiated management responses. 
Low pressure levels demand more promotion 
and accessibility; high pressure levels call for 
site management and conservation, also in 
order to avoid access conflicts with locals 

 E.1  Diversity of population 
per nationality Shannon 
index on foreign 
population groups  

E1 NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Describes the degree of 
diversity of the local 
population when foreign 
nationalities are 
considered 

A high level of diversity requires solid 
institutions for integration but is also an asset 
for economic development based on variety and 
international orientation 

 E.2  Shannon index of 
diversity of population 
according to ethnic 
classification of residents 

E2 NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Describes the degree of 
diversity of the local 
population when ethnic 
groups are considered 

A high level of diversity requires solid 
institutions for integration but is also an asset 
for economic development based on diversity in 
skills 
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DATA 

NAVIGATOR 

Description of variable Algorithm (ref. 
to list of GENERAL 
and COLLECTED 
data) 

Spatial level Theoretical postulate Policy relevance 

 F.1  N. of cultural jobs ISCO-
88 as a share of local 
active population  

F / APOP_01 NUTS II Describes the importance 
of culture as a 
development field and the 
orientation to culture of 
the local job market 

A high level of culture-related jobs in the local 
economic structure reveals fruitful potential for 
culture-based economic development 

G.21 Theatres per 1,000 
inhabitants 

G1*1,000 / 
pop_01  

NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the availability 
of theatre services to local 
population 

High availability of amenities to the local 
population indicates greater levels of quality of 
life and a higher chance to attract human 
capital and financial resources 

 G.22 Cinema screens per 
1,000 inhabitants  

G2*1,000 / 
pop_01  

NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the availability 
of cinema services to local 
population 

High availability of amenities to the local 
population indicates greater levels of quality of 
life and a higher chance to attract human 
capital and financial resources 

 G.23 Libraries per 1,000 
inhabitants  

G3*1,000 / 
pop_01  

NUTS II, 
NUTS III 

Illustrates the availability 
of library services to local 
population 

High availability of amenities to the local 
population indicates greater levels of quality of 
life and a higher chance to attract human 
capital and financial resources 

 H.11 Graduates in local HE as 
a percentage of local 
population  

8.a / pop_01  NUTS III Describes the human 
capital trained locally and 
is a determinant of 
development potential 

High levels of higher-education output 
(measured by comparing it with the resident 
population) boost the chances to root economic 
development in local knowledge 
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DATA 

NAVIGATOR 

Description of variable Algorithm (ref. 
to list of GENERAL 
and COLLECTED 
data) 

Spatial level Theoretical postulate Policy relevance 

 H.12 Residents with high 
educational attainment 
level per 100 inhabitants 

8.b*100 / pop_01  NUTS II Describes the education 
level of the local 
population and is a 
qualification of the social 
capital as a determinant of 
development 

High levels of attainment of the local population 
indicate a higher capacity to elaborate local 
culture and generate local-resource based 
economic development 
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2.8 Regional cover of datasets 

The situation with the availability of data in the 1.3.3 project is rather different from 
that of other ESPON projects, as very few standardised European data bases 
regarding the components of cultural heritage and identity exist, and less so providing 
regional detail at NUTS III or even NUTS II level. Consequently, the collection of data 
has been carried out by each individual partner county by country. In some cases, 
data sources were different also within one same country, for instance data on cultural 
activities in strongly decentralised states like Belgium, Germany or Spain are 
maintained by regional governments. Availability of cultural data has not found to be 
especially difficult in new member states.  

According to the indications of the ESPON CU the ESPON 1.3.3 TPG aims at the 
production of a number as large as possible of complete maps representing the 
various indicators identified in the project as key expressions or determinants of the 
spatial effects of cultural heritage and identity.  

It should be noted that wide regional cover is also a precondition for effective 
statistical analysis leading to the identification of regional typologies developed in 
WorkPackage 3 of this project.  

The largest regional cover, with value obtained for more than 90% of the NUTS III 
regions of EU27+2, has been obtained for indicators A (presence, density and 
potential use pressure of monuments and sites), B (presence, density and potential 
use pressure of protected landscapes), C (presence, density and potential use 
pressure of museums and galleries), G.23 (n. of public libraries per 1,000 
inhabitants).  

Reverting to NUTS II regional detail, a regional cover superior to 98% has been 
obtained for indicator F (percentage of cultural and creative jobs on total employees, 
data are not available at NUTS III level) and H.12 (Graduates in local HE per 1,000 
inhabitants), while indicators D (presence, density and potential use pressure of 
cultural events), E.1 (Shannon index of diversity for residents grouped by foreign 
nationalities), G.21 (n. of theatres per 1,000 inhabitants), G.22 (n. of cinema screens 
per 1,000 inhabitants) and H.11 (Residents with high educational attainment level per 
1,000 inhabitants) achieve regional cover rates above 69%. It should be noted that as 
data regarding tourism (ARR_01) and jobs in the cultural industries were only 
available at NUTS II level the relative indicators A.3, B.3, C.3, D.3 and F.1 have only 
been calculated for this territorial level. Regarding variable 8.b (levels of attainment of 
the resident population) it was also available at NUTS II level through the Labour 
Force Survey, and though in some countries the NUTS III data were available we have 
chosen to keep the NUTS II level as the representation space for indicators H.02 and 
H.12 as the one with the widest coverage. Finally, the last set of indicators of “cultural 
excellence” has not been collected on a country  

As argued above, a plurality of sources had to be necessarily used to complete the 
dataset (see Annex 2). 
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Substantial problems have been found with indicators D (presence, density and 
potential use pressure of cultural events) due to the non-homogeneity of the diffusion 
of this information encountered in different countries; with E.2 (Shannon diversity 
index of residents groups by ethnic affiliation) due to the differing diffusion policies for 
this information encountered at national level.  

The situation country by country can be gauged from Figure 15 below, which is a 
synthetic illustration of the final data cover in each country (grouped by main indicator 
groups A-H) at the time of writing the present report (31.05.2006).  

The most critical situation is encountered in Slovakia. It should be stressed that the 
TPG partners have repeatedly got in touch with the ECP to obtain missing data, with 
variable results.  

In order to increase regional cover rates for as large a number of indicators as 
possible and possibly to complete a fair number of maps, a number of actions will be 
taken.  

• Further data requests to ECPs (using new contact provided by ESPON CU for 
Bulgaria, Slovakia and Portugal) 

• Regionalisation of data that are only available on a national or NUTS I or II 
level.  

• Use of unconventional data sources to integrate missing or imperfect datasets 
(e.g. tourist guides, national websites, etc.)  

 

On the basis of the finalised collection, the TPG delivers 20 “descriptive” maps (12 at 
NUTS III level and 8 at NUTS II level), plus a map of “cultural excellence” based on 
categories I1-I6.  

Whenever the regional cover of any given dataset has not been completed, that 
dataset is not represent with a map but has nevertheless been used as a reference in 
the elaboration. 

 

Figure 15  State of completion of the dataset for ESPON 1.3.3 project, by indicators 

and countries 

Legenda:  

Available NUTS III Available NUTS II and 
regionalised

data available 31/5 Data not 
available

 



 

 91 

indic. AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE

A.0-A.1-A.2

A.3-A.4

B.0-B.1-B.2

B.3-B.4

C.0-C.1-C.2

C.3-C.4

D.0-D.1-D.2

D.3-D.4

E.1

E.2

F.1

G.21

G.22

G.23

H.11

H.12

indic. ES FI FR GR HU IE IT LT LU LV

A.0-A.1-A.2

A.3-A.4

B.0-B.1-B.2

B.3-B.4

C.0-C.1-C.2

C.3-C.4

D.0-D.1-D.2

D.3-D.4

E.1

E.2

F.1

G.21

G.22

G.23

H.11

H.12

indic. MT NL NO PL PT RO SE SI SK UK

A.0-A.1-A.2

A.3-A.4

B.0-B.1-B.2

B.3-B.4

C.0-C.1-C.2

C.3-C.4

D.0-D.1-D.2

D.3-D.4

E.1

E.2

F.1

G.21

G.22

G.23

H.11

H.12  
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2.9 Analysis of collected data 

A first interesting piece of information comes from the comparison of the statistical 
properties of the various distributions on a country by country basis; this is given in 
Table 5.  

Outliers (cases with a particularly high value of the indicator, given the one-tailed 
shape of the distributions) can be of two different types:  

o large values generated by “errors”, or methodological peculiarities in the 
original data sources: for instance all vales in Sweden or the Netherlands when 
indicators “A” are considered (listed tangible heritage assets) are very high 
because in those country a great deal of assets are registered and protected, 
and are low in Italy of Greece because there national heritage registers are 
much more selective or compiled according to different criteria regarding 
“value”.  

o large values generated by abnormal relations between collected data and 
general and territorial features used in the calculation algorithms: for instance 
values of “A” indicators, like assets per sq. km. or n. of inhabitants per asset 
are very high in cities like Paris or Copenhagen because there is a great deal of 
registered assets in a NUTS III territory which is very small and densely 
populated.  

 

On account of this ambivalence, the treatment of outliers should have been evaluated 
case by case. To avoid subjective judgements a choice has been taken to leave them 
in the dataset and they almost in every case fall in the fifth (highest) category of the 
distribution.  

A comparison of the average values in the data series regarding the tangible 
immovable heritage (indicators A and B) allows a greater comprehension of the 
structure of the data set. Figure 16 shows a scatterplot of values of the means of 
indicators Aº.0 and Aº.1 by country, in logarithmic scale10.  

 

                                                 
10 The “Aº” symbol refers to a smoothing procedure operated on the “A” dataset; the 

smoothing method and rationale will be illustrated below.  
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Figure 16 Indicators Aº.0, Aº.1: scatterplot of national means, logarithmic scale 
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Roughly, the EU27+2 countries could be subdivided in three groups. In the third 
quadrant (closer to origin), there are countries that list an “abnormally small” number 
of cultural heritage assets in absolute (X axis) and compared to their size (Y axis). 
When indicators A.0 and A.1 are charted, Greece and Italy fall in this category: three 
countries where one would expect to find an exceptionally large number of listed 
assets. After the smoothing procedure described further on, the outlier effect for 
Greece and Italy is eliminated. In Figure 16, which charted the smoothed indicators 
Aº.0 and A.1, now includes in this first group a number of countries with few listed 
monuments in absolute terms and relative to their size: among them are Cyprus, 
Finland, Malta, Austria, Portugal and Luxembourg. In the first quadrant, farthest from 
the origin, there are countries that list an “abnormally high” number of cultural 
heritage assets both in absolute and relative terms. Sweden lists a great deal of 
assets, and is to be considered an outlier. After the smoothing procedure, Sweden 
shows to have many assets in absolute terms, but so many if density is considered. 
Instead, the first quadrant includes Germany, Holland, Denmark, Ireland (other 
outliers which are subject to a “good register” effect) as well as Greece and Italy and 
many other countries. The countries which fall within the fourth quadrant have a 
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“normal” listing behaviour; we can see that Spain,. Norway, Estonia and Switzerland 
list a fair number of assets, but not excessive when compared to their sizes.  

This is a clear indication of how “structurally diverse” is the dataset for listed 
monuments and sites (“A” indicators), a diversity which largely stems from a large 
methodological difference in the criteria used for listing protected assets and in the 
extension of the national registers. Thus, a first important output of this study 

would be to establish European guidelines for the listing of protected assets, 

and eventually, to come up with a EU-27 register of protected assets 

respecting homogeneous listing criteria, possibly discriminating according to 

the degree of protection.  

 

Figure 17 Indicators C.0, C.1: scatterplot of national means, logarithmic scale 
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The same exercise could be repeated with the other indicators in our data grid and the 
results compared. While “B” indicators – again depending on the structure of national 
registers and protection laws  reproduce by and large with the subdivision illustrated 
in Figure 16, other data series which are compiled according to more standardised 
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criteria (thus eliminating the methodological noise) are expected to behave differently. 
For instance, the data on museums (Figure 17) present an unexpectedly different 
profile of data on heritage, with one country (Czech Republic) listing an abnormally 
large number of museums, and other countries (France, Denmark, Germany) also 
listing a lot of museums compared to the size of their NUTS III regions. The opposite 
is found for Italy and Greece; but also Lithuania, Sweden, Latvia and Switzerland have 
a low density of museums in spite of the high absolute numbers. 

How could this result be interpreted? Certainly the methodological bias holds also in 
this case; for instance, the data series of Italy and Greece only consider national 
museums, which are the ones listed by the Ministry of Culture, while the data on 
museums owned by other layers of government, like the important municipal 
museums, or the private collections, are not included. However, the distribution on 
C.0 over the whole sample is much less skewed than A.0, which means that the 
methodological differences are less pronounced (they return, however, when densities 
are considered). Instead, it should be noted that to a larger extent than with the 
heritage, the number of museums depends on cultural policy – one country may be 
more active than another in the effort to build and fund museums as a way to present 
their culture. Thus, in this case structural differences are the genuine reflection of a 
cultural differentiation. 

 

Figure 18  Indicators G.03, G.23: scatterplot of national means, logarithmic scale 
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A similar problem occurs with data on local graduates (H.11), where there’s a neat 
breakdown of the data set among those countries which only include the university 
sector in higher education and those countries where diplomats in higher vocational 
schools are also considered. In this case it could be possible to standardise the 
dataset and this will be attempted in later stages of the project.  

Finally, let us look at another data series where a higher level of “objectivity” in the 
construction of the data set is expected, that of public libraries. We cross-examine the 
absolute number of public libraries per NUTS III regions and the density per 1,000 
inhabitants, and comparing the national means yields the scatterplot in Figure 18.  

Apart from one obvious outlier (Czech Republic) the data are now distributed rather 
harmoniously with a low skewness index (3.7). This result could be interpreted as a 
confirmation that there is less noise here from methodological issues concerning data 
collection while the results reflect a genuine differentiation in national (and regional) 
policies regarding the provision of cultural services to inhabitants. 

In Table 5, we rank countries for each “core” indicators (NUTS III) according to the 
normalised values11. The same kind of analysis conducted at NUTS II level does not 
change this picture substantially.  

 

Table 5 Ranking of regions according to national average values of selected 

indicators (normalised values on EU means and standard deviations) and 

main dataset statistics  

SE 4.9164 IE 6.0815 DE 0.5422 CY 4.6046 EE 7.2128 MT 19.793 RO 1.5252 CZ 4.8064 MT 1.8788 IT 2.0959 CZ 3.9147 CZ 1.2178 IT 2.1372 ES 1.8071 ES 1.1961 CZ 4.071 CY 30.165 BE 0.6777 LU 7.3134 LV 1.8426
IE 2.1097 IT 1.1852 NL 0.2549 MT 1.8578 FI 5.5616 EE 0.5653 IT 1.0058 CY 1.9154 UK 0.5203 SK 1.3566 IE 3.5092 IE 0.6115 RO 1.067 PT 1.3196 FR 1.0419 LV 3.1642 GR 0.4098 NO 0.6394 LV 3.8076 LT 1.0469

DE 0.0534 SE 0.8836 IE 0.1763 UK 1.0714 MT 4.6168 BE 0.5403 IE 0.6411 EE 1.3282 NL 0.374 GR 0.6695 PL 2.3477 PL 0.5687 UK 0.4596 LU 1.0123 IT 0.94 EE 2.9251 UK 0.125 CY 0.4731 IE 2.7618 BG 0.5749
LV 0.0344 GR 0.5544 IT 0.1467 FI 0.386 SI 0.815 FI 0.4204 DE 0.6095 HU 1.2391 BE 0.3608 PL 0.4884 EE 2.287 BE 0.4431 FR 0.2021 NL 0.9495 MT 0.7534 LT 2.8723 IE 0.1142 UK 0.3512 CH 2.4585 UK -0.01
PL -0.009 DE 0.1746 DK 0.0455 AT 0.2923 FR 0.2329 SI 0.3371 HU 0.4854 CH 1.1108 CZ 0.3182 FR 0.187 LU 1.0838 LU 0.1102 DE -0.095 MT 0.9352 FI 0.4235 SK 2.8466 RO 0.0747 SI 0.2463 EE 1.5307 IE -0.057
NL -0.035 LV 0.1199 GR -0.06 CZ 0.215 BE 0.1935 NL 0.2952 BG 0.1353 ES 0.5856 DE 0.2425 PT 0.0903 ES 0.6236 DE 0.0424 NL -0.107 UK 0.8334 CH 0.3806 HU 2.4699 ES 0.0433 FR 0.0051 CY 0.9687 SI -0.063
SI -0.041 PL -0.004 SI -0.211 ES 0.1949 CY 0.19 ES 0.1997 LV 0.0389 NL 0.5654 DK 0.0669 SE 0.0477 SE 0.5691 DK 0.0096 ES -0.123 CY 0.5851 NO 0.3727 LU 1.4018 FI -0.086 BG -0.147 UK 0.9396 RO -0.355

SK -0.047 NL -0.078 PL -0.298 PT 0.1639 SE 0.1892 UK 0.0492 LT 0.0085 MT 0.5523 HU -0.112 RO -0.04 CY 0.4227 EE -0.025 HU -0.147 DK 0.5269 AT 0.3266 SE 1.2884 DK -0.089 IE -0.234 FR 0.8321 HU -0.858
LT -0.065 SI -0.097 BE -0.301 LU 0.1476 NL 0.107 FR -0.023 SK -0.128 IE 0.5195 ES -0.212 SI -0.054 BE 0.2805 UK -0.042 AT -0.209 FR 0.2717 LV 0.1421 AT 1.0768 PT -0.094 PT -0.236 LT 0.6724 CY -1.19
BG -0.067 SK -0.113 RO -0.341 EE -0.004 NO 0.0871 AT -0.069 DK -0.128 LU 0.3426 PL -0.239 LT -0.066 NO 0.0521 NL -0.066 FI -0.355 EE 0.2218 CZ -0.101 NO 1.06 SE -0.095 LU -0.267 BE 0.3489 AT
RO -0.126 LT -0.165 SE -0.348 FR -0.043 CH 0.0325 CY -0.074 UK -0.149 BE 0.2536 AT -0.254 BG -0.086 DK -0.003 RO -0.091 CH -0.404 CZ 0.1849 BE -0.111 PL 1.0041 HU -0.1 LV -0.298 AT 0.3373 BE
DK -0.135 BG -0.172 BG -0.378 BE -0.09 ES -0.037 NO -0.083 PL -0.15 LV 0.1958 LU -0.282 UK -0.108 CH -0.107 ES -0.114 DK -0.422 SE 0.0182 PT -0.122 FI 0.7756 NL -0.105 PL -0.329 CZ 0.1496 CH
HU -0.151 RO -0.341 FR -0.379 HU -0.107 CZ -0.052 GR -0.085 PT -0.259 UK 0.1353 FR -0.282 AT -0.166 HU -0.146 FR -0.157 CY -0.443 FI -0.039 SI -0.288 PT 0.7158 SI -0.11 RO -0.791 DK -0.111 CZ
FR -0.167 DK -0.366 CZ -0.385 NO -0.111 AT -0.08 PL -0.089 ES -0.281 DK 0.0385 CY -0.283 ES -0.195 RO -0.168 CY -0.16 NO -0.499 IE -0.06 DK -0.369 MT 0.3644 BE -0.115 SE -1.383 DE -0.118 DE
CZ -0.171 HU -0.412 HU -0.396 RO -0.133 GR -0.131 DK -0.092 LU -0.283 RO 0.0355 RO -0.292 LV -0.253 FI -0.182 NO -0.167 SE -0.522 SI -0.063 LU -0.502 RO 0.3407 DE -0.115 AT SE -0.153 DK
CH -0.184 FR -0.458 SK -0.397 CH -0.142 PL -0.132 CZ -0.094 CZ -0.3 FI -0.009 IE -0.321 DK -0.258 AT -0.187 HU -0.176 PL -0.531 BG -0.071 NL -0.533 ES 0.2792 CH -0.117 CH NO -0.156 EE
BE -0.192 CZ -0.47 LT -0.413 SK -0.148 UK -0.147 SE -0.094 AT -0.327 AT -0.038 PT -0.347 LU -0.29 NL -0.233 SE -0.19 BE -0.534 SK -0.129 PL -0.612 CY 0.1843 AT CZ GR -0.171 ES
NO -0.195 CH -0.508 UK -0.415 PL -0.15 LU -0.167 PT -0.102 BE -0.334 DE -0.087 EE -0.35 IE -0.291 FR -0.235 AT -0.195 LU -0.541 BE -0.184 LT -0.633 SI 0.1812 BG DE MT -0.493 FI
ES -0.196 BE -0.531 LV -0.429 NL -0.154 SK -0.17 LU -0.103 NO -0.372 PL -0.088 NO -0.363 NO -0.302 DE -0.278 FI -0.231 CZ -0.556 LV -0.213 BG -0.716 DK 0.0482 CZ DK NL -0.531 FR
UK -0.197 NO -0.539 ES -0.446 DK -0.154 PT -0.187 SK -0.116 GR -0.372 NO -0.14 SI -0.4 FI -0.317 UK -0.3 IT -0.238 IE -0.569 LT -0.231 EE -0.791 UK -0.044 EE EE HU -0.58 GR
EE -0.199 ES -0.543 PT -0.451 BG -0.187 DK -0.214 HU -0.117 NL -0.378 FR -0.226 BG -0.406 NL -0.319 IT -0.383 CH EE -0.57 PL -0.25 UK -0.827 GR -0.051 FR ES ES -0.586 IT
LU -0.216 UK -0.544 NO -0.453 LT -0.189 LV -0.218 IT -0.12 FR -0.386 SE -0.272 FI -0.413 DE -0.345 BG BG BG NO -0.282 GR -0.866 FR -0.084 IT FI IT -0.594 LU
PT -0.219 EE -0.549 LU -0.453 LV -0.194 LT -0.225 DE -0.123 CY -0.393 LT -0.281 SK -0.419 CY -0.366 GR GR GR HU -0.288 RO -0.9 CH -0.122 LT GR FI -0.608 MT
AT -0.222 LU -0.599 MT -0.455 DE -0.199 HU -0.229 BG -0.123 CH -0.397 BG -0.433 LT -0.426 HU -0.368 LT LT LT GR -0.324 IE -0.954 BE -0.338 LU HU SI -0.611 NL
FI -0.226 PT -0.607 AT -0.457 SE -0.202 IT -0.23 IE -0.123 SE -0.413 PT -0.433 IT -0.426 BE -0.381 LV LV LV AT -0.36 CY NL -0.433 LV IT PT -0.73 NO

CY -0.232 AT -0.616 EE -0.459 SI -0.203 BG -0.234 LT -0.123 SI -0.434 SK -0.437 LV -0.429 EE -0.426 MT MT MT CH -0.394 DE DE -0.545 MT LT PL -0.997 PL
MT -0.233 FI -0.627 CH -0.466 IT -0.204 IE -0.239 LV -0.125 EE -0.441 SI -0.61 SE -0.433 CH -0.441 PT PT PT DE -0.404 HU IE -0.632 NO MT BG -1.102 PT
IT -0.234 CY -0.646 FI -0.466 GR -0.211 RO -0.241 CH -0.125 FI -0.441 IT -0.671 GR -0.437 MT -0.442 SI SI SI IT -0.443 SE BG -0.681 PL NL RO -1.205 SE

GR -0.234 MT -0.649 CY -0.468 IE -0.212 DE -0.25 RO -0.125 MT -0.441 GR -0.756 CH -0.443 CZ -0.457 SK SK SK RO -0.476 SK IT -0.721 SK SK SK SK
Dataset Statistics
N 1324 1324 1324 1297 1324 1324 893 1324 1324 1283 1148 1148 820 1322 835 1324 953 484 1316 259
(no data or non ex. values) 0 0 0 27 0 0 431 0 0 41 176 176 504 2 489 0 371 840 8 1065
Mean 1487.6 1441 1.3854 2273.2 44.462 0.0313 81687 16.465 0.0232 41800 12.213 0.012 110491 0.0103 0.0487 0.0984 0.0197 0.1097 0.2618 0.4084
Median 426 708.5 0.447 383.22 4 0.0014 22933 12 0.007 20699 2 0.001 59250 0.0045 0.0379 0.0524 0.0012 0.1017 0.217 0.3544
Standard dev. 6350.3 2210.6 2.9565 10388 176.54 0.2471 184769 19.074 0.0509 78057 30.253 0.049 186105 0.0189 0.0428 0.135 0.1538 0.0756 0.2138 0.2857
Asymmetry 17.006 4.6524 8.5451 14.435 8.6478 16.441 9.907 4.7422 6.0123 7.0126 4.8869 10.358 7.0375 5.4459 1.2039 2.995 28.925 4.9288 1.7798 1.1652

H.11 H.12 E.1 E.2D.2 G.21 G.22 G.23C.1 C.2 D.0 D.1B.0 B.1 B.2 C.0A.0 Aº.0 Aº.1 Aº.2

 

 

 

                                                 
11 In this table and in the remainder of the report, all the indicators based on the “A” dataset 

are constructed from the smoothed “Aº” dataset. 
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2.10 Descriptive maps of cultural heritage and identity 

In this section we present the first results from the representation of the European 
territory through the use the cultural indicators A-H (plus cultural excellence maps) 
and the descriptive analysis of the data series utilised. After introducing some 
methodological issues in the construction of maps and a first general overview of the 
data series, the most interesting maps and the data series on which they are based 
are synthetically commented.  

 

2.10.1 Methodological issues in mapping and recommendations to the reader 

For every indicator for which there is complete area coverage, maps have been built, 
preferably at NUTS III level, and at NUTS II level as an alternative when cover at 
NUTS III was insufficient.  

It should be stressed again that in some cases the representations of the phenomena 
captured by the use of one or more indicators is only approximated due to the 
substantial lack of homogeneity in the nature and structure of the collected data 
among regions, which is only partly eliminated by smoothing techniques and the 
recurrence to complementary data sources. A further warning to the reader regards 
differing reference years for data used to construct the same map, which is not 
regarded as a major fault due to the cross-section nature of most variables used and 
to the limited range of years used globally.  

Regions with data that are missing12
 are tagged as “no data” in the maps and they 

are coloured in a different way from regions where values exist and they are nil; the 
latter are always included in the lowest distribution category. Non-existent values 

(indicators whose denominator is zero) are tagged “no values” and are assigned a 
further different colour: that only regards the maps based on potential use pressure 
indicators, whereas the value of the basic indicators used as denominators (Aº.0, B.0, 
C.0, D.0) is zero.  

All maps displaying “absolute” numbers (indicators A.0, B.0, C.0, D.0) are in clouds of 
points (as from the NGP), while all other maps displaying composite indices are in five 
classes of colours, based on distribution quintiles.  

A selection of such maps that are deemed “interesting” by the TPG is presented and 
commented in the following sections. The full collection of maps is presented in Annex 
1.  

 

2.10.2 Tangible cultural heritage resources (Indicators A) 

The sheer number of heritage assets in a region allows an overview of the distribution 
and localisation of cultural assets in Europe. The map in Figure 19 map can hardly 
provide immediate policy indications, but it illustrates the “cultural complexity” of a 

                                                 
12 That is only the case of E.1 data for Slovakia.  
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given territory and of specific cultural environments delimited by administrative 
boundaries. It reveals a certain concentration of the heritage in large cities, islands 
and coastal regions, and in the central-eastern part of Europe, though this information 
should be handled with care. 

The map provides high values for the artistic and historical nations like Italy, Ireland, 
Greece, Germany, Poland and lesser values for the others. 

Germany had a institutional history very similar to Italy, with an empire broken in 
many little states during the early modern age and the independence reached in 
1871. The breaking in many states, like in Italy, favoured the building of monuments 
and the artistic prosperity. The German Renaissance was a result of German artists 
who had travelled to Italy to learn more and become inspired by the Renaissance 
movement, like Durer, Holbein, etc.  

In Ireland there are many ancient and religious Gaelic monuments. Despite its 
importance, the superficial visitor may be disappointed with what he sees. In sites like 
Tara there are no signs of regal past, nor impressive remains, only simple earthworks. 
But there are many megalithic monuments on the hill, and lots of historic and 
legendary events are connected to this place. 

In Poland a number of ancient edifices have survived: castles, churches, and stately 
homes, sometimes unique in the regional or European context. Some of them have 
been painstakingly restored (the Wawel), or completely reconstructed after being 
destroyed in the Second World War (the Old Town and Royal Castle in Warsaw, the 
Old Towns of Gdańsk and Wrocław). Kraków ranks among the best preserved Gothic 
and Renaissance urban complexes in Europe. 

Lesser the presence of monuments in the other nations, where the "national" culture 
was more developed in modern age, like France and Spain, while Greece benefits by 
his ancient ruins of before Christianisation. 
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Figure 19 Map of Europe based on indicator A.0  
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Reference year:

A.0

Presence of monuments (unsmoothed database)

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex 
Final Report). NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

N. of registered monuments and sites in national 
lists, absolute number

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Espon space

non Espon space

# 1 Dot = 1 - 50 monuments

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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This representation, yet, is largely biased in two directions: the structural 
inconsistencies in data sources (as well as methodological errors in data collection) 
discussed in the previous section, which tends to over-represent regions where the 
protection and listing of the heritage assets is more exhaustive (and efficient). In the 
meetings of ESPON project 1.3.3, it was frequently discussed how this map rather 
than the distribution of heritage in Europe illustrates the different countries’ budget in 
heritage registers. Countries that, though full of riches, are less active on this front 
(Italy and Greece above all) result penalised in this representation, while Sweden tens 
to be overrepresented; and the difference in the NUTS III extension, which at least in 
principle should under-represent regions with smaller NUTS III areas as the presence 
of heritage assets is arguably an area-related variable. 

The first bias can only be eliminated through a revision of the database. As mentioned 
above, the TPG utilised the averages values and distribution of data collected in 
occasion of the SPESP project by group 1.7 “cultural assets and natural landscapes” to 
calibrate the absolute values in “outlier” countries (Italy, Greece, Sweden) in ESPON 
1.3.3. 13 A new indicator Aº is thus created, using the corrected or smoothed 
database. The result can be observed in Fig. 20. 

Compared to the previous one, the map in Figure 3 offers a more reasonable 
description of the distribution of the cultural heritage over the European territory, 
especially reflecting the importance of Italy and Greece. Other aspects, however, 
suggest that smoothing and recalibrating techniques, if not a thorough process of 
harmonised registration of the tangible cultural assets of Europe among regions, 
should be implemented. For instance, the over representation of Germany, Ireland 
and the Netherlands (a consequence, paradoxically, of efficient systems of heritage 
inventorying) should be smoothed out, especially considering neighbouring countries 
with similar cultural histories.  

                                                 
13 This smoothing operation was carried out in the following: the counts obtained from national 

monuments’ registers in “outlier regions” (Sweden, Italy, Greece) have been substituted with 
the “star-weighed” counts obtained from the tourist guides used in SPESP 1.7 (each star 
obtained by a monument or site counting as one), and normalised by multiplication around 
the overall means obtained in ESPON 1.3.3. 

 
Thus,   

 value.1.3.3 ESPON average  

data  weighed1.7 SPESP normalised  ˆ

dataset 1.3.3 ESPON  smoothed *

 where

        ,ˆ*

=

=

=

⋅=

E

S

E

ESE

x

x

x

xxx

 

 
Only in one case, this smoothing technique caused one region which originally exhibited a 
very high count (NUTS region SE091, Jönköpings Län, with 25374 monuments and sites 
censed by the county authority) to fall to zero, as in the original SPESP count there were no 
historical “attractions” censed and the normalisation did not produce any change to that 
effect. It should be stressed that in a certain number of cases in Italy and Greece, regions 
that had originally zero values (no entries in national registers) have assumed positive values 
(of Aº.0 and consequently Aº.2) after smoothing. 
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Figure 20 Map of Europe based on indicator A.0º (A.0 dataset calibrated according 

to the SPESP database of cultural attractions) 
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Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-

N. of registered monuments and sites in national 
lists, absolute number

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex 
Final Report). NUTS III

Presence of monuments, corrected database

A.0

Reference year:

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; 
BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
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However, at this stage of the project, the TPG decided not to deepen the elaboration 
of data in that sense in order to produce a mapping of heritage resources with a 
correct balance between “reasonability” and the “objectivity” of the data used, leaving 
normative recommendations regarding the inventorying of data to later stages of the 
ESPON programme. 

The second bias (variation of area extension) is eliminated by producing a map of 
densities as captured by indicator A.1. The resulting map is presented in Figure 21.  

The concentration of protected heritage assets in space could be considered (with 
darker coloured regions characterised by “high” values and lighter coloured regions by 
“low” values) a proxy of the attractiveness of the region, under the assumption that 
the higher the number of resources that can be found in proximity of a certain point, 
the larger economic potential for development from tourism but also from other forms 
of valorisation of local culture: education, heritage industry, creative industry; these 
all need a “spatial critical mass” to attract the investments and infrastructure that is 
needed for development. 

The density of monuments on the territory shows an important gap between Germany 
and Italy on the one hand and other nations on the other. The greater density on 
Italian and German territory is tied with the institutional history of these two 
countries. In the middle age the Germany was broken in several states, with a 
different artistic and cultural politic and the presence of a court. During the reign of 
Maximilian I, from 1493 to 1519, the emperor tried to reform the Empire: an Imperial 
Supreme Court (Reichskammergericht) was established, imperial taxes were levied, 
the power of the Imperial Diet (Reichstag) was increased. The reforms were, however, 
frustrated by the continued territorial fragmentation of the Empire. 

A similar issue applies in Italy, but with a much greater development during the 
Renaissance, in early modern age. The Renaissance ideals first spread from Florence 
to the neighbouring states of Tuscany such as Siena and Lucca. The Tuscan culture 
soon became the model for all the states of Northern Italy, and the Tuscan variety 
came to predominate throughout the region, in Lombardy, Venice and Naples. The 
breaking of the territory favoured here the artistic collaboration and the competition 
between courts and cities, while the political background of the so-called “Communal 
period” during late Middle Age favoured the spread of several cities in competition one 
with another, and consequently the use of architecture as a mean of marking power 
and influence on a territory, making a greater density of actual heritage. 
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Figure 21 Map of Europe based on indicator A.1  
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Algorithm.-

N. of registered monuments and sites in national lists, 
weighed by the number of "excellence" resources
(see 1.3.3 Final Report for weighing procedure) per square Km.

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Area data from ESPON shapefile information. NUTS III

Density of monuments, corrected database

Aº.1

Reference year:

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
Area data: 2005 (source EUROSTAT)
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Figure 22 Map of Europe based on indicator A.2 
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The map reveals that – structural inconsistencies aside − the heritage is concentrated 
in a relatively low number of regions; again coastal regions emerge, as well as 
metropolitan areas.  

The next information regarding the “potential user basin” of heritage assets considers 
the number of local inhabitants in each region and divides them by the assets 
(indicator A.2); this is the local “demand basin” for heritage resources at any given 
moment in time and can be interpreted in two opposite ways: first, it represents the 
“ease of access” to culture of the local population, a positive fact. However, high 
values of this indicator could be given a negative interpretation: the demand basin for 
individual assets of limited capacity is high and it might generate congestion in the 
use of the resources and threats to their preservation. Hence, the ideal situation 
conservation-wise is that of “median” values, but this presents a typical trade-off with 
the issue of availability and therefore diffusion and production of culture, which will be 
addressed later.  

The map in Fig. 22 reveals regions where listed heritage assets are potentially 
accessible to a large number of people but also subject to a potentially heavier 
pressure (in darker colours), and areas where the local demand basin is lighter 
(lighter colours). 14 

The pressure is largest in Spain, Finland, Portugal, Austria, high in France, while it is 
lower in Italy and Germany (where the density of monuments is very high). In fact, a 
greater density of monuments means a lesser pressure on these by the local 
population. It could result counter-intuitive that sparsely-populated regions like 
Central Spain, Finland or Norway have a high level of potential user pressure, but that 
essentially depends on the distribution of registered assets (arguably an area-
dependent variable), which is far more skewed than that of population density. As a 
result, though there is in principle an inverse relation between the number of 
monuments in a region and the potential use pressure, this does not necessarily hold 
when potential use pressures are plotted against population densities. 

Potential use pressure is possibly more relevant if referred to visitors. Unfortunately 
we only can count on EUROSTAT visitor data series at NUTS II level and it is not 
possible to distinguish between tourists and simple excursionists (this could be the 
object of a case study). It should be pointed out that a double trade-off presents 
when tourist pressure on monuments are considered: first areas subject to a large 
tourist pressure can “sell better” their heritage and “export” their cultural image to be 
known in the world, with important inducted impacts on economic development. On 
the other hand, large tourist pressure (which is arguable more “intrusive” and 
potentially more concentrated than the pressure from the local residents) could be 
disruptive for listed monuments and sites if it is not properly managed. The second 

                                                 
14 The region of SE091 (Jönköpings Län) displays a “no values” symbol as a result of the 

smoothing technique applied, which returns a value of zero for the number of monuments 
(Aº.0) and produces a non-existent value for the Aº.2 ratio indicator. The other regions in 
this map showing a “no values” symbol (all in Greece and the United Kingdom) also have 
original zero values for the A.0 indicator.  



 

 106

trade-off is between host and guests access to the resources: a large tourist pressure 
is good for “production” and “diffusion” effects of culture but risks to impede access to 
the local population because of congestion and rising indirect costs (prices, stress, loss 
of authenticity) which is likely to have a negative effect on the cycle of cultural 
production and on the very economic development opportunities. We will come back 
on these effects later.  

The map of “potential tourist pressure” is presented in Figure 23. The map reveals 
very clearly what are the main tourist destination regions in Europe (coloured darker), 
as well as the areas which could develop a stronger tourist industry counting on 
available heritage assets (coloured lighter).  

Tourist pressure is larger, in particular, in Spain and Finland, and this may be 
attributed eminently to sparse populations face to a strong tourist demand.  

It should be pointed out again that potential pressure approximates but does not 
necessarily corresponds with effective pressures, whose representation demands 
complete data on levels of visitation at monuments and sites (possibly discriminating 
between local and non-local visitors). This, unfortunately, is available only in a very 
limited number of countries. Hence, though heritage in culture-rich coastal areas may 
be under threat, it should be considered that the propensity of a vacationer to visit 
cultural assets is in principle lower than that of a cultural tourist visiting a city or a 
historical region. This argument stresses that site and destination management is the 
key “hidden” variable in this representation, depending to which large tourist 
pressures can be a positive or a negative thing. 

Finally, we produce a map of composite potential use pressure from tourist and 
visitors in Figure 24. This map as argued above is based on the assumption of an 
equal likeliness that, in any give day, every visitor has the same chances than a local 
resident to pay a visit to a heritage attraction. Unrealistic as it may be – visitors have 
per definition a higher propensity an a higher time budget for leisure than normal 
residents - this assumption is completely neutral so that it offers a description of a 
sort of “maximum level of hazard” on heritage assets from the existing demand basin 
in a region. 
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Figure 23 Map of Europe based on indicator A.3  
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Figure 24 Map of Europe based on indicator A.4  
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2.10.3 Heritage conjuncts and protected cultural landscapes (Indicators B) 

The representation of the distribution of cultural landscape elements in EU is not 
dissimilar from that of monuments and sites: the listing logic is similar and the 
distributions of the two components of culture largely coincide. The only conceptually 
different element stands in spatial effects. In fact, protected conjuncts and landscapes 
assume that an area is “protected” in its integrity, which presupposes a different, 
more mediated relation between cultural endowment and opportunities for economic 
development and has specific implications in terms of site management. Cultural 
landscape is defined as the human-modified environment, including fields, houses, 
churches, highways, planted forests, and mines. The physical environment retains a 
central significance, as a medium for human cultures. 

In Norway, protection of cultural environment (according to section 20 of the Cultural 
Heritage Act) is subject to a complicated procedure, ending with a decision by the 
King in Council. Since this provision of the Act entered into force in 1993, procedures 
have been started for 12 different cultural environments. So far, these procedures 
have been completed for four cultural environments, and they have now received 
legal protection.  

In England and Wales the Government decided to protect the cultural landscapes by 
giving them special status in 1949. Areas with extensive fine and varied landscapes 
became Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). AONBs are classified globally as 
Category 5 landscapes. In Europe, 7.1% of countryside is in Category 5, covering 
360,000 sq kms (which equals 1.5 times the size of the UK). AONBs now number 41 
and cover 18% of countryside. Together with National Parks they account for around 
25% of the countryside. In the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW) Act 2000, 
the Government confirmed that AONBs were equal in importance in landscape and 
planning policy status to that of National Parks. 

In Sweden the cultural landscapes are protected on national level with the 
Environmental Code that covers also large areas. Each sector’s legislation has special 
regulations for the cultural heritage apart from the above mentioned legislation. Since 
the 1970s, the Heritage sector participates in the National Physical Planning, and the 
sector comprises about 1400 areas of national importance, protected by the 
Environmental Code (and including cultural landscapes). 

In Italy there aren’t many protected cultural landscapes despite the very recent “Map 
of Risk” depicted on the entire Italian territory, aiming at mapping potentially risk 
areas for earthquakes and similar; the few protected landscapes, like the "Cinque 
Terre" in Liguria, represents a good single solution in a difficult situation, but not the 
rule. The unique and diverse cultural land/seascape of wine-growing terraces and 
fishing villages has been created and maintained over centuries. Only since the 1970s 
have terraces been abandoned, creating adverse impacts on this complex integrated 
system, including the collapse of many dry stonewalls and, consequently, landslides 
that have been severe. The World Heritage inscription and the consequent 
international recognition gave a boost to people's pride in their heritage and their 
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territorial identity as well as to tourism and increased value of local products; the 
designation brought direct economic benefits to the local people and attracted 
international funding including support from the World Monuments Fund for terrace 
restoration and re-use, but still did not receive a particular importance from central 
government. 

We now focus directly on densities and user pressures. In Figure 25 the map of 
Europe is constructed according to Indicator B.1.  

Compared with the one based on Aº.1, it can be noted how certain countries like 
Finland, Estonia, Slovenia, Belgium and the Netherlands have relatively more of the 
protected landscapes, which could be explained by the complex nature of cultural 
heritage, not necessarily embodies in individual monuments and sites, but more 
rather the result of the local superimposition of many different elements, some of 
which of intangible nature.  

Benelux has a long history of protection of environment, culture and cultural 
landscapes. The 1960-70 decade were in the Netherlands a time of great social and 
cultural changes. Such as rapid ontzuiling (literally: depillarisation), a term that 
describes the decay of the old divisions along class and religious lines (which had led 
to things like separate education and separate TV broadcasts for Catholics, 
Protestants, socialists and liberals). Young people, and students in particular, rejected 
traditional conventions, and pushed for change in matters like women's rights, 
sexuality, disarmament and environmental issues. By then, protection of culture 
meant protection of environment. 

In Finland, the valorisation of the landscape is accompanied and strengthens that of 
culture in general terms. Protected landscapes and cultural landscapes share much 
common ground: both are focused on landscapes where human relationships with the 
natural environment over time define their essential character. In protected 
landscapes, the natural environment, biodiversity conservation, and ecosystem 
integrity have been the primary emphases. In contrast, the emphasis in cultural 
landscapes has been on human history, continuity of cultural traditions, and social 
values and aspirations. Yet in spite of the strong dichotomous tradition, recent 
experience has demonstrated that in many landscapes the natural and cultural 
heritage is inextricably bound together and that the conservation approach could 
benefit from more integration. 

The map of total potential user pressure on conjuncts and landscapes (Fig. 26) reveals 
the area in which there is a potentially larger conflict between opportunities for 
production of heritage-based cultural services and the diffusion of cultural content, 
and the preservation of the symbolic and physical features of the protected areas.  

The total use pressure on the cultural protected landscapes has similar values. South-
east Europe (Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria), in particular, shows high tourist values. 
Romania, for example, still claims regions that seem bastions of a medieval past long 
since lost elsewhere, with majestic castles and medieval towns.  

The other maps derived from heritage category B can be seen in the Annex 1.  
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Figure 25 Map of Europe based on indicator B.1  
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Figure 26 Map of Europe based on indicator B.4  
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 113

2.10.4 Movable tangible heritage: Museums and galleries (Indicators C) 

Museums and galleries are “collections of movable heritage objects”. Their nature as 
cultural assets is semantically complex: they reflect the past history of art, science, 
labour, and in general the social identity of a place or nation; but they extend to 
contemporary expressions of artistic creativity and taste.  

The first museum in Europe was the British Museum in London, founded in 1753 and 
opened to the public in 1759. The specialised art museum is considered a fairly 
modern invention, the first being the Hermitage in St. Petersburg established in 1764.  
The Louvre was also established in same century, in 1793, soon after the French 
Revolution when the royal treasures were declared for the common people. The Uffizi 
gallery in Florence had been opened to visitors on request since the 16th century (as 
the Statuario Marciano in Venice) and in 1765 it was officially opened to the public. 
The Czartoryski Museum in Kraków was established in 1796 by Princess Izabela 
Czartoryska. These few examples are the highest part of a movement in removing art 
collections from the private domain of aristocracy and the wealthy into the public 
sphere, where they were seen as sites for educating the masses in taste and cultural 
refinement, that nevertheless was expanded only after the Napoleonic pilling (for 
instance in Italy), and exploded in XIXth century. Europe can therefore be considered 
as the birthplace of modern museums, and their uniform diffusion on the territory 
follows naturally.  

A concentration of collections in one region (Figure 27) both captures the complexity 
of the local cultural identity, and reflects the cultural policy of a region; that is, the 
decision to “institutionalise” culture as embodied in art and other objects and themes, 
and to offer it to public display. Impact-wise, concentrations of museums in a region 
indicate a large provision of cultural services and educational opportunities for the 
local and transient population, which indirectly enhances the development 
opportunities. Moreover, museums are one of the strongest tourist attractions, and 
leverage visitor expenditure which boosts the economic performance of a place. 
Therefore, a higher concentration of museums is by all means a positive occurrence 
which may turn out to have spatial effects in terms of attraction of resources and 
development impacts. It should be mentioned that even with museums the issue of 
the compatibility between “tourist use” and “local use” is something to be assessed; 
however in the case of museums, the “size” is not given, access can easily be 
controlled, and protection is of a different nature, which means that if pressures and 
congestions present, they do not automatically affect the value of the object, and 
moreover, in the medium term, capacity can be relaxed to meet exceeding demand 
levels (extension of the collection and construction of other museums).  

Museums data series are also affected by a “country error” due to the different criteria 
observed in listing museums across countries15 (and even regions within one country 
where there is large regional autonomy), although to a lesser extent than 

                                                 
15 The low number of museums in Italy and Greece derives to a smaller list of national 

museums, confronted with the civic and local museums, quite many in Italy. 
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monuments. Germany, which scores high in heritage densities, has also a large 
number of museums, and so do Britain and Belgium, but again this may be the 
reflection of a more comprehensive method for listing museums (see Metadata 
information in Annex 2). Unsurprisingly, the map shows that museums are 
concentrated in the most urbanised areas, as they are typically part of the “urban 
infrastructure”.  

It should be remarked that Germany during the XIX century witnessed the emergence 
of two conventions that marked the modern era: the political concept of the public 
sphere and the doctrine of aesthetic autonomy. This is also an ultimate embodiment 
of Enlightenment political culture, a response to a crisis in the institution idealized by 
Jürgen Habermas as the bourgeois public sphere. For the German philosopher, 
building a museum means building a community, who debated the current social 
context of the museum institution, stressing the transformations linked to the new 
economic role of the museum and the difficulties of coping with the range of demands 
made on museum professionals today. The notion of "building community" is 
particularly relevant to museums, underlining the importance of their social role and 
recalling the definition of the museum as a permanent institution in the service of 
society and its development. 

However, the composite potential user pressure map (Figure 28) gives the impression 
that this tendency is less than proportional, that is, large urban areas are the ones in 
which there are more inhabitants (and tourists) per museums; which would hint at 
national policies aiming at “dispersing” the offer of museums in peripheral, less 
populated regions. This issue could be explored more in depth using diachronic series 
(not available) and museums capacities (here large and small museums are treated in 
the same way), but this will only be possible on a case study basis.  

Different potential user pressures have subtle policy implications: few potential users 
per museum means that the quality of visits is high but also that museums could 
achieve better economic results. “Efficiency” data should therefore also be taken into 
consideration to complement this information.  

The potential use pressure on the museums shows areas with a great density of 
museums, like Italy, Greece, France and the Scandinavian nations, where there's a 
politic of creating national museums rooted in XIX century. The "musealization" is 
there used as precise cultural policy. 
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Figure 27 Map of Europe based on indicator C.1 
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Figure 28 Map of Europe based on indicator C.4 
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2.10.5 Intangible heritage: cultural events (Indicators D) 

Cultural events are “intangible” expression of the cultural heritage and identity of a 
place insofar as they represent occasions in which local culture, lifestyles and 
traditions are celebrated and can be experienced. Events are held more or less 
everywhere in Europe and the cultural motives are varying in intensity and focus, so 
events included in the data set have been roughly selected according to their 
relevance for this study, as argued in section 2.  

Their intangible aspect is the cultural theme, but then of course the events give rise to 
a wide number of tangible goods and services or in other words produce an impact on 
the local community. A high concentration of events in a region indicates a local 
complexity of cultural values to be celebrated, but also other subtler aspects of 
importance for this study, as the degree of endorsement of such values by the 
community, and the capacity to link immaterial values to material goods and services, 
which is typical of entrepreneurial societies. Events are also tourist attractions, 
especially when they are unique manifestations of the local culture or artistic history; 
hence concentrations of events in a particular place represent added potential for 
tourism development.  

This map is not presented as datasets were incomplete in some countries. In any case 
the resulting incomplete map is affected by methodological inconsistencies (less 
pronounced than in the case of monuments because it affects simultaneously various 
countries and regions, so the “noise” is uniformly distributed). The analysis of data 
allows to recognise that the great offer of events in regions with a high level of tourist 
activity (wherein the causal direction between the two phenomena needs to be 
interpreted: is a large provision of events attracting more tourists, or are events 
organised in regions where they can expect to attract a large tourist demand? We 
leave the answer to the case study treatment), in coastal areas, and in and around 
capital cities. It is also quite interesting to note that many regions rich in tangible 
heritage present an offer of events which is under-dimensioned with respect to the 
local potential demand.  

 

2.10.6 Cultural diversity of population (Indicators E) 

Two data series have been collected (the only aspects of cultural diversity for which 
streamlined data exist at sufficient regional detail): data on foreign nationals and data 
on ethnic minorities. These two aspects of social and cultural diversity have different 
(and to some extent complementary) bearings on development and planning issues. 
The latter (heritage category E2) regards the sphere of identity, reflecting the complex 
composition of a society whose diversity can be a historical legacy (e.g. Indian and 
Caribbean communities in the UK, Indonesians in the Netherlands, etc.) or the result 
of geopolitical proximity (e.g. Hungarians in Romania, Germans in Poland, etc.). Such 
idiosyncrasies in the ethnic mix of a region can be seen as “heritage” to defend the 
sake of social cohesion and of “asset” to promote for local distinction. High scores in 
diversity with respect to ethnic composition indicates mostly a “pressure area” for 
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development and high scores with respect to foreign nationalities may indicate 
phenomena as complex as a “threat” to cultural identity, a social issue, and a high 
potential for development, which means that the resulting maps should be read very 
carefully in association with other indicators and regional typologies produced in 
ESPON. However, because of the insufficient cover in data collection obtained with 
indicator E.2 the corresponding map is not provided; an analysis of ethnic diversity in 
specific regions and its implications for spatial planning will be conducted at the level 
of case study. 

The former aspect, related to heritage category E1, reflects the exploding human 
mobility that characterises contemporary societies, with increasing shares of non-
nationals inhabiting regions and especially the largest European metropolitan areas, 
as temporary workers, students, retired people, refugees and migrants seeking a new 
nationality, and also global elites of transient urban dwellers. Of course greater 
attention is paid to migrants from less developed countries, presumably the largest 
group and the one with the most pronounced social impacts, to the point that, though 
recognising its ineluctability and necessity, increased diversity at this level is generally 
seen as an occurrence to regulate and constrain. However the other “transient” 
foreign populations should not be neglected, public opinion tends to have a more 
benign judgement which is often accompanied by action to foster and accommodate 

diversity, as it is commonly believed that at that level an internationalised social 
structure is the carrier of enlarged development opportunities and cultural dynamism. 
All these groups, indeed, are bearers of cultural change: foreigners introduce new 
lifestyles, languages, religious beliefs and value systems in the autochthonous 
societies, overlapping on existing social textures and generating what Martinotti 
(1993) calls “fourth generation metropolis” (a concept that could be easily extended 
to smaller scale settlements) which are sustainable to the extent that they 
accommodate such diversity and use it to position themselves in global networks. The 
corresponding map is illustrated in Figure 29. 16 

 

                                                 
16 The data relative to the Slovakian regions are missing as it was not possible to gather this 

information from existent data sources, in spite of the assistance received by the Slovakian 
ECP. 
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Figure 29 Map of Europe based on indicator E.1 
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The map highlights which regions are more “open” to foreign nationalities and reflect 
very closely the pressures at the borders of Europe as well as the new destination 
countries which receive the highest number of foreigners. It is quite surprising to see 
that as a legacy of the national complexity of former USSR. Baltic countries are 
among the ones with the highest level of diversity. It is also interesting to note the 
high level of diversity in Europe’s most important financial and political hubs, in border 
regions, as well as in the “pleasure peripheries” (Spanish coasts, Southern France, 
Tuscany) which increasingly attract retired people and foreigners in search of a 
lifestyle change.  

 

2.10.7 Cultural professions (indicators F) 

Workers with cultural professions can be divided in two subgroups: those who are 
employed or entrepreneurs in various sectors of the cultural industries, and those who 
have culture-oriented tasks in other industries. The share of local workers (active 
population) engaging in cultural professions is an indication of how “embedded” 
culture is in local production systems, and as such, of its importance as an axis of 
economic development, but also of diversification and social inclusion.  

The data from the most recent Labour Force Survey (2005) are only available at NUTS 
II level. The corresponding map in Figure 30 illustrates in which regions and countries 
culture is better used as source of material development.  

The map highlights the importance of cultural employment in large cities, especially in 
Central-Northern Europe (but also in Madrid, Vienna, Rome), but also in countries 
which have characterised themselves with the high degree of “creativity” – or the 
capacity to elaborate cultural values into knowledge-based industries, like Finland 
(telecom), Sweden (design, electronics), the Netherlands (media, publishing), 
Switzerland (design, architecture).  
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Figure 30 Map of Europe based on indicator F.1 

#

#

#

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Kyiv

Wien
Bern

Oslo

Riga

Roma

Minsk

Praha
Paris

Dublin

BerlinLondon

Sofiya

Tirana

Madrid

Ankara

Zagreb

SkopjeLisboa

Vilnius

Beograd

Nicosia

Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Number of workers with cultural and creative professions 
as a percentage of active population in 2001

Source and other metadata information:
Labour Force Survey, years 2000-2004. Selection of ISCO-88 
professional categories (see 1.3.3 final report for detailed procedure). 
Whenever the EUROSTAT population data in year 2001 was not available, 
year 2000 has been used. NUTS II

Culture-related jobs as a share of local active population

F.1

Reference year:
2001-2004 (average values). 
Active population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)

non Espon space

no data

Very high

High

Average

Low

Very low

 



 

 122

2.10.8 Cultural infrastructure (indicators G) 

This cultural component, rather than mere physical infrastructure, is bound to reflect 
the availability of cultural services to the local population. We have chosen three 
highly representative forms of cultural consumption roughly reflecting “high culture” 
(theatres), popular culture (cinema screens), and educational opportunities (libraries).  

These services are generally population-related: the number of facilities provided 
depends on local demand (though a more complex analysis should consider area-
based services to reflect the capacity of government to expose peripheral, scarcely 
populated areas to abundant cultural provisions). However, indicator G.22 was 
dropped because of insufficient area cover; it has been included in the analysis of part 
3 of this report. Hence, indicators G.21 and G.23 (availability of the theatres and 
public libraries per 1,000 inhabitants) have been primarily considered and the three 
resulting maps are illustrated in Figures 31 and 32. 

The distribution of theatres (Figure 31) is rather uneven, and relatively concentrated 
in the more densely populated areas, with notable exceptions (Spain, France, Sweden, 
Finland).  

Theatre is probably the type of performing art for which England is best known. 
Theatrical performance emerged during the Middle Ages, and the national funding of 
theatre has a long history. Contemporary theatre began to take place in 19th century, 
due to the Industrial Revolution: many classes of people moved into the cities and 
theatre began to bring oneself up-to-date. In 1820, candles and oil lamps were 
replaced by gas lights in many 19th century theatres. The opening of the Savoy 
Theatre in London, 1881, was the first stage lit by electricity.  The amount spent by 
Regional Arts Boards (RABs) on various companies in the last ten years is very high 
and a large amount of money has gone to producing theatres across the country. 

Also Spain and France have a long tradition in theatre, that received financings by the 
State long their history. France's political position as the most powerful nation in 
Europe during the reign of Louis XIV was reflected in the pre-eminence French theatre 
attained in the 17th century; greatest dramatists emerged during this period, like 
Pierre Corneille, Racine, Molière.  

The passion (and financings and interest of the State) for the theatre was born in 
Spain in 17th century too, with the plays of Lope de Vega and Calderon de la Barca. 
But formerly yet by the year 1500 Spain had come to the end of the long contest with 
the Moors, which had lasted for more than seven centuries. The enemy, leaving the 
country, bequeathed to the Spanish a wealth of learning and culture. On the whole we 
can suggest that the theatre is now more developed where there was in early modern 
age a precocious process of state-building, like in Spain, France and United Kingdom, 
while even in nations where there existed a  theatrical industry, like in Italy during the 
late Renaissance and in 17th century, the national theatre fell behind.   
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Figure 31 Map of Europe based on indicator G.21 
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Figure 32 Map of Europe based on indicator G.23 
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Regarding public libraries, it should be recalled how the foundation of the modern 
public library system in the United Kingdom was the Public Libraries Act 1850, that 
enables town councils to establish public libraries and museums. In 1892 a Bill was 
introduced into the House of Commons by Sir John Lubbock, to amend and 
consolidate the public libraries Acts for England and Wales, which had, by that time, 
become numerous, and involved and increased the State control of public libraries. 
There were several other acts passed during the mid-eighteen-seventies, which 
worked in conjunction with the library legislation and put pressure on local and central 
government to provide social, cultural and leisure facilities. Legislation relating to 
county, education boards and municipal government all contained clauses directly 
related to libraries and associated areas of public recreation.  

To the contrary, Sweden got its first library law in 1996, after a long debate on the 
issue of cooperation between university-libraries and public libraries, and between 
smaller libraries in neighbouring communities, who will work together in community 
The Swedish government, nevertheless, has always subsidized experimental work to 
promote cooperation between communities alliances in building public libraries. he 
libraries have been nationalized, while at the same time they never before had as 
many visitors and had such an advanced position as nowadays. In today's Sweden the 
library is the last open institution, where everyone is welcome without any demands 
of membership.  

In France an effort from the State is present only for the last four decades. Since the 
1970s, efforts have focused on the building of modern libraries, the recruitment of 
qualified personnel and the development of innovative events. Network consisting of 
public institutions (schools, hospitals, prisons, barracks...) and private institutions 
(associations, company staff associations...) has developed, involving new 
readerships. 

In Figure 32, public libraries appear to be distributed independently from the city 
rank, as expected. Availability of public libraries shows high values in Scandinavia and 
East Europe, and in Spain, France and United Kingdom (where libraries are considered 
an essential part since great importance is seen on an educated and literate 
population), average in Germany and Greece and very low in Italy and Ireland. 

The large per capita provision of library services in Eastern European countries should 
also be noted, arguably a legacy of the socialist regimes (and the same may hold for 
social-democrat Scandinavian countries). A twofold interpretation of high scores 
presents again: few users (a high score of G.23) per library means that people have 
better access (but then the dimension of the libraries or of the collections should also 
be considered in this calculus), or may indicate “inefficiency” in the provision of library 
services. It should however be remembered that the data reflect the availability of a 
physical asset and not its physical or organisational dimension; it is reasonable to 
expect that in large cities, libraries would be larger and much more endowed than 
peripheral libraries.  
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2.10.9 Intellectual capital (indicators H) 

The last component of culture considered is that of “intellectual capital”, an indication 
of the capacity of a place to elaborate cultural values and information and transfer 
them to all areas of human life: economic activity, peaceful conviviality, mutual 
discovery, sophistication of taste, etc. Two measures of intellectual capital have been 
considered: the number of graduates produced by local cultural institutions (a 
measure of the “output” of local higher education) and the number of residents with 
high educational attainment in education (which is only available from the Labour 
Force Survey of 2005 at NUTS II level). After dropping the first series because of 
insufficient data cover we are left with the map of high attainment levels as a share of 
the local populations in Figure 33. The resulting map is a good representation of the 
distribution of highly skilled human resources Europe-wide, with an emphasis on 
major cities but other interesting highlights in Lithuania (the fastest growing EU 
member), Norway, Scotland, and in "cultural" and rich regions like Catalunya and 
Belgium. 

Despite the gradual reduction of educational disparities over the past 30 years, there 
is still a large gap in educational attainment levels between these countries and the 
rest of the Union. In particular, in the former a large proportion of the population aged 
25 to 59 has only a low education level, i.e. no educational qualifications beyond 
compulsory schooling (1999: 75% in Portugal, some 65% in Spain and around half in 
Greece and Ireland). The same is true for Italy, where more than half of those in this 
age group have low education.  

By contrast, in the three Nordic countries, Belgium and the UK, more than a quarter of 
those aged 25 to 59 has a high (or tertiary) level of educational attainment (university 
degree or the equivalent). On average across OECD countries, half of today's young 
adults now enter universities or other institutions offering similar qualifications at 
some stage during their life. An average 32% complete a first university-level degree, 
but this ranges from less than 20% in Austria, the Czech Republic, Germany and 
Switzerland to 45% in Finland. Enrolment in tertiary education, which covers both 
university-level education and high-level vocational programmes, increased between 
1995 and 2002 by more than 50% in the Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
and Poland, and still by more than 20% in Finland, Ireland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden 
and the United Kingdom. Austria, France and Germany are the only countries which 
did not see increases, mainly because rising enrolment rates could not make up for 
the demographic decline in these countries. The difference in unemployment rates 
between those with differing levels of education is very marked in the Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia, where those with a low educational attainment level 
are up to 7 times more likely to be unemployed than those with a high attainment. 

In Greece, Spain and Italy, in particular, as well as in most of the candidate countries, 
however, a significant number of young people aged 25 to 34 with a high level of 
education have difficulty finding a job after completing their studies, which contrasts 
sharply with the position of older people with similar qualifications. 
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Figure 33 Map of Europe based on indicator H.12 
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2.10.10 Map of cultural excellence 

Finally, we present in Figure 34 one more descriptive map which has been composed 
by considering only those portions of the cultural heritage supply of Europe which 
have some sort of “recognised” status, either including one or more UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites (regions coloured in green in the map) or including cultural institutions 
and events which, being part of international networks, are supposedly of 
international profile and notoriety. In this category (marked in various symbols in the 
map we include theatres belonging to the European Theatre Convention, opera 
companies belonging to the Opera Europa network, cities that have been or will be 
European Capitals of Culture in 1985-2008, and film-festivals which are part of two 
major European cinema festival circuits.  

The emerging map could be used as a benchmark to evaluate how correspondent to a 
“truthful” representation of the distribution of cultural asset is the one given in the 
maps of tangible and intangible heritage like Figure 10 in this chapter or other maps 
provided in the Annex 1.  
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Figure 34 Networks of excellence of the European heritage 
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European cultural excellence networks

http://www.etc-centre.org/home.asp;
http://icom.museum/vlmp/;
http://www.europeanmuseumguide.com/;
WWW.MUSEUMLAND.COM;
http://vhosting1.telvia.it/amcnet/museumland/nationslist.php;
http://www.opera-europa.org/view.asp?id=168;
http://europa.eu.int/comm/culture/eac/other_actions/
      cap_europ/cap_eu_en.html; 
http://www.eurofilmfest.org/ecff/festivals/index.html;
http://www.filmfestivals.com/ffs/search2.shtml

Source and other metadata information.-

non Espon space

Espon space

1 World Heritage Sites from UNESCO List

 2  World Heritage Sites from UNESCO List

 3 - 5  World Heritage Sites from UNESCO List

$

# Cat. B: Museums members of ICOM.

%U Cat. C: Opera Companies members of Opera Europa.

(X Cat. D. European Capitals for Culture 1985-2008.

#S Cat. A: Theatres belonging to the European Theatre Convention.

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Cat. E: Film festival associated to the Euroepan film Festival association.

Reference year:
cross-section data 2006
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3 Regional typologies 

In coherence with the objectives of the project, the TPG has focused in Workpackage 
3 on the spatial effects (expressions) of cultural heritage, and on correspondent 
stratifications of the European space through the production of regional typologies.  

 

3.1 Classification methodology  

The simplest method to classify regions is to use the indicator classes emerging from 
the maps presented in the previous sections. In that way a stratification of regions is 
obtained according to their endowment in the various aspects of cultural heritage 
considered: from tangible assets and entities to the availability of museums and other 
cultural facilities, their cultural diversity, etc. The drawback of this method is that it 
produces a wide variety of classes (five for every indicator utilised in the mapping 
exercise) but it offers little immediate insight on how to “combine” and interpret these 
categories in order to address issues of regional impacts and cultural differentiation; it 
is thus a rather sterile input for spatial policy and planning. Furthermore, it neglects 
the information collected on other indicators for which the database is not complete 
but for which the territorial cover is actually rather large, like events (indicators 
“D.*”), cinema screens (indicators G.*2), ethnic diversity (indicators E.2), intellectual 
output (H.*1), etc. 

More sophisticated in the analysis may nevertheless be achieved. Two directions have 
been explored by the TPG:  

a. integration of more indicators in more complex indices. This technique is based 
on the identification of wider issues or “functions” of culture; it elaborates a 
framework to pass from scores achieved by regions according to simple 
indicators, to a more complex positioning regarding a set of them.  

b. cross-analysis of ESPON 1.3.3 indicators and other territorial and socio-

economic features. The combination of “scores” achieved by regions with 
respect to selected cultural components and socio-economic and territorial 
indicators and typologies developed by other ESPON projects may yield 
interesting indication on how culture interrelates (at the local or general 
European level) with the main features and trends of the European space, 
identifying areas for integration of culture into planning.   

 

With reference to a, the strength of multivariate statistical techniques for the analysis 
of regional data lies in the possibility to identify elaborated “groupings” of regions. 
Relevant cultural components may be selected according to the research model. This 
approach generates regional categories with specific spatial configurations, which are 
of interest in the perspective of the project. The spatial patterns allow for some geo-
political interpretations and reflections, such as the problem of heritage protection in 
Southern-European and the coastal regions. The analysis of spatial patterns also 



 

 131

opens innovative views on territorial delimitations and on cross-border communalities 
of particular cultural aspects. 

The two most promising techniques of this type for building regional typologies are 
cluster analysis and factor analysis. In fact there is also the possibility to use the 
results of the factor analysis (factor scores) to perform a cluster analysis. In that 
case, the cluster analysis may result in a classification of the data set or a typology, 
which can be described with variables that are mutually independent. This method 
would be real added value to this project when the factors can easily be interpreted, 
that is, when the outcome of “groupings” makes immediate sense.  

However, the issue of missing values is a specific problem in the application of 
multivariate analysis on the data of ESPON 1.3.3. Missing data are already a problem 
in the univariate analysis on the indicators (missing values are blank spots on the 
map). The incompleteness of the dataset creates even more problems in a 
multivariate analysis. If a factor analysis is conducted with five variables (e.g. 
monuments, sites, museums, theatres, events), the observation is deleted from the 
analysis when at least one missing value occurs for one of the five variables.  

An example can be given with the Dutch dataset, in which no data on theatres are 
included. As a consequence, even if data are obtained for all the other variables, when 
the attribute of theatres is included in the multivariate analysis, this area (country) 
will be deleted from the analysis and excluded from the map. Moreover, the “nation” 
effect due to inhomogeneous the datasets alters the immediate “interpretability” of 
the factors.  

For this reason the TPG has decided to exclude the use of cluster or factor analysis for 
the development of regional typologies, and to recur to a simplified analytic method. 
However, an exploration of the outcomes of applying advanced statistical techniques 
to a complete and homogeneous dataset (that of Belgium) will be given as a 
“methodological case study” in the Annex 3, indicating a possible way for future 
research. For this reason, the TPG has looked for “second best” methods to achieve a 
stratification of the European territory according to different aspects of interest to this 
project.  

While the philosophy of factor and cluster analysis is that the “output” in terms of 
groupings of variables and spatial patterns is not known beforehand, the approach 
could be reversed. “A priori” labels may instead be established, capturing different 
aspects and impacts of culture. Through the identification and the “loading” of the 
indicators in the database that influence such labels, they can be manipulated into 
complex indices, and the regions tanked accordingly. Of course, this technique is less 
solid than advanced statistical techniques like those proposed above; yet it has the 
indubitable advantages of simplicity and “interpretability”.  
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3.2 Demand and supply of culture: balances and unbalances 

A first analytic approach to the construction of regional typologies considers the 
supply of cultural resources and demand determinants.  

A composite “supply indicator” (S) can be built including only the aspects of culture 
that are more explicitly identifiable as supply, therefore only indicators A to D 
(heritage, protected landscapes, museum and events), and especially considering 
density (indicators *.1), as concentration in space increases the chances that 
individual resources are integrated − functionally and in the perception of potential 
users − as a supply system. To do this, the scores received by regions (NUTS II and 
NUTS III) in indicators Aº.1, B.1, C.1, D.1 have been normalised, so as to make them 
commensurable, added, and the aggregated score re-ranked in three categories 
(High, Average, Low). The results are mapped in Figure 35. The shape of the 
distribution appears to be biased: there are relatively few regions with “low” levels of 
supply. The situation of Germany is affected by small NUTS size.  

Two poles emerge as distinct “cultural supply systems” in Europe, one centred on 
Western Europe and spanning from Holland and Southern England to France and Italy, 
and another centred on Northern-Central Europe and spanning Scandinavia, Poland, 
Eastern Germany, Check Republic and Hungary.  

The mapping of potential use pressure (P) follows the same ranking procedure. The 
indicators considered are potential use pressure by local residents on listed assets 
(same categories as above) at NUTS III level (thus, indicators Aº.2, B.2, C.2 and D.2) 
and potential use pressure by tourists and locals at NUTS II level, at which tourist 
data are available (Aº.4, B.4, C.4, D.4). Use pressure is only potential because the 
data on effective uses are generally not available; in this way potential demand basins 
are defined, of which effective demand is obviously a dependent variable.  

The resulting maps are displayed in Figures 36 (NUTS III) and 37 (NUTS II). The 
distribution is smoother than in the case of supply, and it is obviously associated to 
population distribution. The coastal regions of Europe emerge as the ones with higher 
potential pressure levels; and this trend is exacerbated when potential tourist 
pressure is also considered as in Fig. 37.  
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Figure 35 Supply of cultural assets in NUTS III regions of Europe   
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opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Indicators normalised and summed, sum normalised

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
NUTS III

INTEGRATED SUPPLY OF HERITAGE ASSETS
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Figure 36 Potential demand pressure on cultural assets by local residents in NUTS 

III regions of Europe 
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At NUTS III level we can easily recognise the areas in which large populations insist 
over system of local resources, generating strong use pressures. The analysis at NUTS 
II level is more interesting because while residents’ use of the resources is in principle 
predictable and stable, the use done by tourists is less predictable and depends on 
user profiles (thus, we would not expect all sea vacationers in Spanish coasts to turn 
into cultural visitors during their stay), and is also sharply seasonal. Moreover, is not 
naturally bounded by the size of the local population as it happens with residents: in 
principle, potential demand for a world-famous art city like Venice can surpass largely 
the “social size” of the territory. Finally, it is crucially affected by factors such as 
accessibility. The resulting map in Figure 37 does highlight areas where existing 
tourist activity could become a threat for the heritage resources, like Mediterranean 
coasts, art cities and European capitals.  

The next step in this analysis regards the “match” between (potential) demand or use 
pressure and supply; this will finally yield a subdivision the territory into “categories” 
which are affected by different problems, to which adequate solutions can be 
proposed. We recall here the initial assumption of this study that a sustainable use of 
the heritage depends on a “balanced relation” between economic uses and 
preservation of the resources, and that, instead, both over-exploitation and under-
exploitation are dangerous: the former because it might lead to the physical or 
symbolic destruction of the assets, the second because it neglects the integration of 
the asset into a process of economic valorisation of the territory, reducing the chances 
that it will be maintained for the future generations.  

Our investigation will now be limited to the more interesting NUTS II level of analysis. 
Policy-wise it is useful to “isolate” the pressure from residents from that of visitors. In 
fact while it can be argued that the former have a structural and ethical relation with 
the local resources, being a sort of “independent variable” in the problem of 
conserving or valorising the heritage assets, heritage management policies have to 
address more specifically the visitor issue, limiting or facilitating visitor use through 
local planning and marketing. Thus tourism management − at local but also at 
interregional scale − emerges as one of the “policy dimensions” for enhanced regional 
cohesion and sustainable development.  

In the following we produce a partition of the two “derived” datasets of potential use 
pressure (based on classes of the dataset obtained as the sum of indicators Aº.3, B.3, 
C.3 and D.3), and supply (defined as above) in four quadrants.  

Each point in the resulting scatterplot corresponds to a couplet of values of potential 
demand and supply of heritage in that region. Ignoring points that are too close to the 
origin to be significantly different from a “normal” situation17, we focus on the points 
that lie outside the grey area and in each of the four quadrants in Fig. 38.   

                                                 
17 The pale yellow area includes regions for which the normalised squares of x and y is inferior 

to 1.5 times the standard deviation for each variable, or P2+S2<1.52 where P: potential 
demand of heritage, or Aº.4+B.4+C.4+D.4, and S: supply of heritage, or 
Aº.1+B.1+C.1+D.1, where A, .., D have been all normalised to mean: 0 and variance: 1. 
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Figure 37 Potential demand of cultural assets by local population and visitors in 

NUTS II regions of Europe 
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Figure 38 Unbalances between potential demand and supply, critical threshold 

1.5*st. dev. tD_NORM: normalised potential use pressure heritage and cultural 
assets from visitors (based on indicators Aº.3, B.3, C.3, D.3). S_NORM: 
normalised density of heritage and cultural assets (based on indicators Aº.1, 
B.1, C.1, D.1).  
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This scatter highlights that the vast majority of values lie within the grey areas, and 
the real exceptions are only a few. In the first quadrant (high P, high S) we find 
among other the regions of Vienna, Muenster, Liguria, Malta, and Inner London. These 
highly touristic regions are subject to a very high demand pressure on their abundant 
heritage resources; thus they are areas of “risk” in the conservation of the heritage 
but also areas where the production of heritage-related services is more viable. In the 
second quadrant (low P, high S) are regions where demand pressure is relatively low 
face to abundant heritage assets; thus, there is potential for an improved “mise en 
valeur” of the heritage. Among them we recognise Bruxelles, Prague, Berlin, 
Hamburg. While in the third quadrant (low P, low S) there are no regions, the fourth 
(high P, low S) picks regions where potential demand pressure is very high but supply 
is scarce, determining a real “risk” for the preservation of the existing heritage, which 
should in part be eased through “hard” management, thus limiting access to sites, 
and in part through the promotion of new cultural assets (for instance, performing 
arts) offering a larger palette of products for the local and foreign users. In this 
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situation are among others Salzburg, Cyprus, Greater Manchester, and many Italian 
regions among which Piemonte, Lombardia, Tuscany and Veneto.  

Clearly, lowering the “critical threshold” alters this picture. The resulting scatterplot 
(using a threshold for the grey area of 0.75 times the standard deviation) is illustrated 
in Figure 39. More regions are included among the “abnormal” in the relation between 
potential demand and supply, and another group of regions emerges in the third 
quadrant, displaying low levels of potential demand and low levels of supply; in these 
regions the issue is not the preservation of the heritage but rather the generation of 
new cultural assets and values that may become the brand of the area and attract 
more potential users.  

 

Figure 39 Unbalances between potential demand and supply, critical threshold 

0.75 * st. dev. Authors: J. Duch and A.P. Russo. tD_NORM: normalised 
potential use pressure heritage and cultural assets from visitors (based on 
indicators Aº.3, B.3, C.3, D.3). S_NORM: normalised density of heritage and 
cultural assets (based on indicators Aº.1, B.1, C.1, D.1). 
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Figure 40 Classification of NUTS II regions according to unbalances between 

potential demand and supply of heritage resources, critical threshold 

0.75*st. dev.  
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The resulting map at NUTS II level is shown in Figure 40. Regions coloured in pale 
yellow, falling into the grey area of the scatterplot, are in relative balance. Green 
areas are those where high potential demand goes together with high supply, 
generating a potential for sophisticated strategies of heritage valorisation (among 
them are the regions of Vienna, Muenster, Liguria, Malta and Inner London). Ochre 
areas need better valorisation of their assets (among them are Brussels, Antwerp, 
Prague, Berlin, and most Dutch metropolitan regions. 

Pink areas are the ones more “at risk” from excessive potential use pressure and need 
careful conservation and diversification of culture. Among them, are the regions of the 
most important European “star destinations” (regions of Venice, Florence, Salzburg), 
plus Greater Manchester, Cyprus, Schleswig-Holstein). Finally light blue areas need to 
generate more cultural resources to become more attractive. In this region we find 
some Eastern-European regions especially in Bulgaria, Romania and Poland. 

It is worth noting that due to the different methodology followed in data collection this 
map does not necessarily coincide with the map elaborated by the SPESP 1.7 project 
reported in Fig. 11 of the present report, which was nevertheless based on common 
assumptions regarding the “balanced” use of the heritage between demand pressures 
generated by tourists and benefits to the local economy. In any case it can be seen 
that areas at risk approximately coincide, in spite of the 5-year hiatus between the 
first exercise and the second (which is not surprising, given the development of 
tourism in Europe and the Mediterranean in this period), though it can be argued the 
map of Fig. 40 adds scope and complexity to that analysis.  

The policy options at hand for regions that find themselves in “critical” positions are 
illustrated in the following diagram. While in principle all regions would want to find 
themselves in a “safe” situation (pale yellow area) or rather in a potentially rentable 
position (green area), each would have to act in a different way depending on their 
initial position. Starting with areas at risk (pink region, fourth quadrant), there are 
two ways to improve the existing situation: either keeping effective tourist pressure to 
a minimum, through “hard” tourist management (restrictions to access, high entrance 
tickets, “museification” of the heritage) or through policies to match potential demand 
with a wider palette of culture-related products like events, performing arts, etc.  

Regions coloured in ochre (second quadrant) need to better market and program their 
cultural supply in order to attract more visitors and make their heritage supply 
rentable. Finally, “blue” areas (third quadrant) need to act on both sides, investing in 
culture as a means to define a regional identity and attract more visitors.  

 

 



 

 141
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Furthermore, it should be noted how cross-border cooperation may lead to a more 
balanced and sustainable tourist use of the European territory. In section 3.4, the 
map of culture-oriented INTERREG cooperation programs regarding culture will be 
matched with the previous information to check which regions in different countries 
could exchange resources and share strategies to improve their respective positions.  

 

3.3 Functions of culture  

The construction of a regional typology based on the relative strength or specialisation 
or each region according to the various cultural components considered in this study 
could be made more interesting by combining various indicators to highlight more 
general “functional aspects” of culture. This approach is consistent with the analytic 
methodology described above according to which multivariate statistical techniques 
like factor analysis are used to simplify the dataset, reducing the number of 
components considered to a few statistically significant dimensions. However, it was 
pointed out that factor analysis foresees no preconceived hypothesis on data 
clustering; the number of resulting factors cannot be foreseen prior to the 
experiment, and the results need to be interpreted, that is, “labels” need to be 
attached to the resulting groupings of variables.  

Such labels have to be meaningful and expendable in the context of this study and of 
the general concepts set out by the ToR and discussed in the FIR. They by and large 
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correspond to specialisations, or “functions” in the provision and fruition of culture at 
the local level, which can be compared but not ordered: one function is not 
necessarily “inferior” to another (but generates different territorial effects). At the 
same time, they allow the ordering of region according to each specialisation: one 
region can be over- or under-endowed in relation to one particular specialisation, and 
at the same time in relation to others, achieving a multiple specialisation or 
“excellence” in culture.  

It is therefore proposed that cultural heritage and identity components, as described 
by the list of indicators calculated in our study, are rearranged according to their 
relevance with regard to three “functions” or specialisations: 

A. The conservation of culture: culture as an asset – tangible or intangible - with 
ethic value and carrier of local identity, which needs to be defended against 
territorial and market trends which compromise the stability of its provision.  

B. The production of culture: culture as a “commodity” which needs to be 
(re)produced not only to reconstitute the cultural capital which is one key 
component of contemporary social and economic development and which is 
continuously wasted due to its idiosyncratic nature, but also (and increasingly so) 
as a source of economic development insofar it is embedded in production 
processes (creative industries and other knowledge-intensive economic sectors).  

C. The valorisation of culture: culture as a set of social norms and capacities 
which enrich the local communities and that may be used by the latter to “make 
themselves known” to the other communities in order to establish good relations 
for social and economic exchange. Thus culture is about “educating” the local 
community (so that we can get to know more about ourselves and our identity, 
and about the “others” and their values) as well as about “educating” the others, 
or developing and establishing an image, a brand (so that they can get to know 
more about us). 

 

There are obvious interrelations between any two these specialisations – regions that 
are rich in heritage dispose of more solid “input” for culture-based production, and 
they have a relatively easier task in diffusion; regions which are strong at producing 
culture, may “export it” relatively easier − but it is useful to keep them conceptually 
separated. 

To achieve an ordering of the regions according to each of the specialisations 
considered and their combinations, it is assumed that each of the cultural 
components, measured through the use of indicators A to H, has specific effects on 
any of the specialisations. These are illustrated in Table 6. Such effects could be 
approximated by attributing a “positive” or a “negative” sign. Subsequently a 
procedure may be established to rank the scores of each region in more indicators 
according to the relative specialisation that it achieves in the three areas.  
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Table 6 Interrelations between indicators A-H and specialisations of culture  

 

Indicators: 

Conservation Production Valorisation 

A.0 (=) the sign is ambiguous: when 
there’s a lot of heritage in a 
region, the level of awareness 
for heritage conservation may be 
higher but at the same time 
regions with scarcer resources 
are more keen in preserving 
what they have 

(+) a higher provision of heritage 
means a larger availability of 
“input” for heritage-based goods 
and services 

(+) a higher provision of heritage 
means a larger capacity to brand 
the region and make local 
culture known, and also a 
stronger basis for education and 
self-awareness 

A.1 As above As above As above 

A.2 () more potential use pressure 
on monuments means higher 
efforts to preserve the heritage 
are needed 

(+) higher levels of potential 
local demand means more 
possibilities for successful 
production of heritage-based 
goods and services 

(=) no particular effects on 
diffusion from larger potential 
user pressures 

A.3 () more potential tourist 
pressure on monuments means 
higher efforts to preserve the 
heritage are needed 

(+) higher levels of potential 
tourist demand means more 
possibilities for successful 
production of heritage-based 
goods and services 

(+) larger potential tourist 
demand means a higher 
“exposure” of local heritage as a 
means to diffuse the cultural 
brand of the region 

B.0 (+): when there’s a lot of 
protected cultural landscapes in 
a region, it is relatively easier to 
conserve it 

(+) a higher provision of 
protected cultural landscapes 
means a larger availability of 
“input” for heritage-based goods 
and services 

(+) a higher provision of 
protected cultural landscapes 
means a larger capacity to brand 
the region and make local 
culture known, and also a 
stronger basis for education and 
self-awareness 

B.1 As above As above As above 

B.2 () more potential use pressure 
on protected cultural landscapes 
means higher efforts to preserve 
them are needed 

(+) higher levels of potential 
local demand means more 
possibilities for successful 
production of heritage-based 
goods and services 

(=) no particular effects on 
diffusion from larger potential 
user pressures 

B.3 () more potential tourist 
pressure on protected cultural 
landscapes means higher efforts 
to preserve the heritage are 
needed 

(+) higher levels of potential 
tourist demand means more 
possibilities for successful 
production of heritage-based 
goods and services 

(+) larger potential tourist 
demand means a higher 
“exposure” of local protected 
cultural landscapes as a means 
to diffuse the cultural brand of 
the region 

C.0 (+) museums stands for 
conservation of heritage and 
identity 

(+) there are a lot of filiere 
effects from museum production 

(+) museums make heritage and 
identity  known and 
understandable 

C.1 (+) as above (+)as above (+)as above 

C.2 (=) large potential user pressure 
does not normally interfere with 
heritage conservation in 
museums 

(+) a positive demand effect can 
be expected 

(=) as museums have fixed 
capacity, larger potential 
demand does not affect the 
likeliness of dissemination  

C.3 (=) as above (+) as above (+) many tourists in the area 
means higher chances that the 
heritage is known 

C.5 () a heavily visited museum 
needs more resources to grant 
preservation 

(+) a heavily visited museums 
activates more ancillary services 

(+) a heavily visited museums 
has a larger impact on diffusion 

D.0 (=) events could stimulate 
conservation but on the other 

(+) events activate filiere effects (+) events make local heritage 
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hand they may have no sensible 
impact on conservation  

known 

D.1 (=) as above  (+) as above (+)as above 

D.2 (=) no effects expected (+) a positive demand effect can 
be expected 

(+) higher chances of diffusion of 
local content 

D.3 () large potential tourist 
pressure could be threat to the 
preservation of the integrity of 
the heritage because of 
commodification 

(+) a positive demand effect can 
be expected 

(+) higher chances of diffusion of 
local content 

D.5 () higher chances of 
destruction of the resources 

(+) more tourist services 
activated 

(+) higher impacts in terms of 
diffusion 

E.1 () erosion of traditional culture 
from “dilution” of typical cultural 
climate  

(+) more complex production 
capacity  

(+) larger international networks 

E.2 (=) ethnic diversity can be part of 
local heritage but does not affect 
clearly the opportunities for 
conservation  

(+) diversity as resource for 
cultural production  

(=) no sensible effects 

F.1 (=) no sensible effects (+) larger cultural production 
capacity 

(=) no sensible effects 

G.21 (+) a larger availability of theatre 
services may preserve a cultural 
tradition 

(+) filiere effects activated (e.g. 
recordings, multimedia 
production) 

(+) a cultural tradition is made 
known to the general public 

G.22 (=) no sensible effects (=) no sensible effects as mostly 
production and consumption of 
cinema are spatially 
disconnected 

(+) cinema can be a vector of 
cultural development and 
awareness 

G.23 (+) public libraries generate 
awareness of the local cultural 
tradition and foster 
stakeholdership 

(=) no sensible effects (+) public libraries are primary 
foundations of cultural diffusion 

H.11 (=) no sensible effects (+) a higher intellectual 
production capacity of the local 
HEI means more sophisticated 
and valuable production 
networks and a better job market 

(+) graduates in a region 
become vectors for the diffusion 
of local culture and knowledge 

H.12 (+) more educated residents are 
readier to stand in favour of the 
conservation lf local heritage 
and identity 

(+) higher capacity to produce 
culture and associated services 

(=) no sensible effects 

 

After careful analysis, the following algorithms have been used to rank regions 
according to the three specialisations at NUTS III level: 

- Conservation:  A2-, B0+, B2-, C0+, C1+, D0-, E1-, G21+, G23+ 

- Production: A0+, A2+, B0+, B2+, C0+, C1+, C2+, D0+, D1+, D2+, E1+, E2+, 

G21 

- Valorisation: A0+, A3+, B0+, B3+ C0+, C1+, C3+, D0+, D1+, D2+, D3+, E1+, 

G21+, G22+, G23+ 
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At NUTS II level it is possible to consider other indicators, and the following algorithms 

have been used:  

- Conservation:  A2-, B0+, B4-, C0+, C1+, D0-, E1-, G21*+, G23*+, H12+ 

- Production: A0+, A4+, B0+, B4+, C0+, C1+, C4+, D0+, D1+, D2+, E1+, E2+, 

G21+, H11+, H12+, F1 

- Valorisation: A0+, A4+, B0+, B4+ C0+, C1+, C4+, D0+, D1+, D4+, E1+, G21+, 

G22+, G23+, H11+ 

 

The procedure assigns to each indicator score a scale value based on its position in 
the distribution. The scores obtained by European regions as far as the three 
specialisations of culture are concerned, are normalised and mapped in the following 
Figures 41-43. We include here the NUTS II maps based on a larger number of 
indicators (the relative NUTS III reductions can be seen in Annex 1) 

In Fig. 41 we are faced with high values of the specialisation in conservation especially 
where there is a high availability of heritage resources and use pressure is looser. 
Conversely, a “low” degree of specialisation in conservation affects those areas which 
are subject to high use pressure levels. As a general pattern, the specialisation in 
conservation is higher in rural areas.  

In Fig. 42 we can see that especially urban areas have a higher propensity to cultural 
production, with notable exceptions in Southern Italy, South-Central Spain, Finland 
and Ireland. The picture that emerges is of a high capacity to produce new culture and 
to elaborate traditional cultural values and skills into new products and services. This 
capacity seems concentrated in a few “production-oriented” regions of coastal Spain 
and France, Northern France, Southern England, and the Scania corridor between 
Denmark and Sweden; other regions in new member countries like Hungary and 
Romania make it to this map.  

Finally, the map in Fig. 43 regards the capacity to “valorise” cultural values through 
visitor experiences and a repertoire of cultural performances and events. The map 
highlights regions in countries with an established cultural image, like the 
Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts of Spain, France, Central Italy, the metropolitan 
regions in the Netherlands, and the UK, plus “outsiders” like Sweden, Ireland, Finland, 
Hungary and Cyprus.  
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Figure 41 Specialisation in conservation of cultural heritage. Combined indicator 

scores obtained by NUTS II regions.  
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Figure 42 Specialisation in production of cultural heritage. Combined indicator 

scores obtained by NUTS II regions.  
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Figure 43 Specialisation in valorisation of cultural heritage. Combined indicator 

scores obtained by NUTS III regions.  
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Successively, the scores achieved in the three functions of culture can be combined, 
and a regional typology is produced according to the score achieved in the triplet 
“Conservation-Production-Valorisation”. Groupings are built looking at the 
specialisations for which regions achieve a high score. In this way, each region could 
fall in one of the eight areas “or “types” illustrated in the diagram of Figure 44 below, 
which also offers ready-to-use policy implications. 

 

Figure 44 Classification scheme of European regions according to a combination of 

the scores achieved in three different functions of culture 

 

Legenda:  

C - Specialisation in Conservation (high rank in “conservation” effects, low or average 
values in “production” and “diffusion” effects) 

P - Specialisation in Production (high rank in “production” effects, low or average 
values in “diffusion” and “conservation” effects) 

V - Specialisation in Valorisation (high rank in “valorisation” effects, low or average 
values in “production” and “conservation” effects) 

CP - Specialisation in Conservation and Production (high rank in “production” and 
“conservation” effects, low or average values in “diffusion” effects) 

CV - Specialisation in Conservation and Valorisation (high rank in “diffusion” and 
“conservation” effects, low or average values in “production” effects) 

PV - Specialisation in Valorisation and Production (high rank in “valorisation” and 
“production” effects, low or average values in “conservation” effects) 
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CPV - Specialisation in Production, Conservation and Valorisation (high rank in 
“valorisation”, “production” and “conservation” effects) 

0 – no specific specialisation (low or average values in “valorisation”, “production” and 
“conservation” effects) 

 

o Regions that fall in the C area could be called conservationist: They don’t have 
particular problems in the preservation of their possibly rich heritage, because of 
lower-than-average user pressures, and in addition this task may be facilitated 
by other factors (which could be added to the analysis), like large public budgets 
and low accessibility. However, they lag behind in the generation of value from 
the management of the heritage and they do not “use” this cultural strength to 
promote their territory or to foster education in the community. They should 
therefore enhance the “market-orientation” of heritage and embed it more firmly 
in educational and promotional flows information.  

o Regions that fall in the P area are creative regions where culture is recognised as 
a value generator, though their cultural heritage and identity may be in peril – 
which could result in a short life-cycle of the cultural industries and in an 
excessive exposure to global trends − and again they do not “use” their cultural 
strength to promote their territory or to foster education in the community. They 
should be more careful to preserve and promote their heritage making it become 
a spearhead of education and revitalisation policies. They may be labelled 
productionist. 

o Regions that fall in the V area are very good at “selling” their cultural image and 
have solid cultural transmission mechanisms but they have problems in 
preserving their heritage and in producing new culture. They should focus their 
cultural policy on the closer “embeddedness” of “cultural window” functions in the 
local cultural fabric and develop forms of entrepreneurial activity making the best 
out of it. They are tagged merchant. 

o Overlap regions combine in obvious ways. CP areas can preserve their heritage 
and are good at producing new culture but their educational or promotional 
function is underdeveloped. They are called here “reproductionist”. 

o CV areas do preserve their culture and diffuse it, but they are not effective in 
generating value from its elaboration in creative goods and services. They will be 
labelled as “classroom” regions). 

o The PV area designates regions which are good at producing and diffusing 
culture, but where heritage and identity are at stake. We tag them “craftshops”. 

o Finally, regions falling in the CPV area are strong in all three areas of 
specialization of culture and their position is so to say sustainable; they are 
labelled here multi-specialised regions. 

o Regions which only display low or average value in all three specialisations of 
culture, are to be named culturally non-specialised.  
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Having tagged all NUTS III regions according to this classification, the subdivision of 
the dataset illustrated in Figure 45 is obtained. While non-specialised regions are as 
expected the most numerous group in the dataset (44%), excellence regions are as 
many as the 11.4% of the total number of NUTS III regions. Regions that are 
specialised in only one “function” of culture are around a quarter of the dataset, with a 
prevalence of specialisations in conservation (13.2%). Finally it should be noted that 
only a few regions (2.4%) excel in conservation and production, two functions that 
seem to be at opposite extremes. The EU27+2 territory is stratified accordingly as in 
the map of Figure 46.  

 

Figure 45 Regional classification according to combined ranking of cultural 

specialisations. Statistical information   
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Figure 46  Map of EU27+2 (NUTS III) according to the regional classification 

“conservation-production-valorisation” (CPV).  
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Among Multi-Specialised regions, we find most national capital cities (with the only 
notable exceptions of Vienna, Oslo, Dublin, Sofia, Vilnius and Bratislava) and a 
number of regional capitals that are renown and less known art and cultural centres, 
like Rotterdam, Linz, Bruges, Zurich, Sevilla, Dresden, Krakow, Lille, Belfast.  

Among Reproductionists, there are a number of interesting “secondary” metropolitan 
regions like Karlsruhe, Arnhem/Nijmegen, Porto, Cluj, Bradford, and Bournemouth.  

Among Classroom regions, a number of rural territories with a notable cultural 
specialisation: Innsbruck, Asturias, Calvados, Dordogne, Chios, Gyır-Moson-Sopron, 
Noord-Friesland, Uppsala, Gotland, Somerset.  

Among Craftshops, we find the missing national capitals and a number of large 
national centres which being subject to high tourist pressure fail to be completely 
specialised in conservation:  Salzburg, Charleroi, Plovdiv, Genève, Cyprus, Munich, 
Frankfurt, Köln, Barcelona, Gironde (Bordeaux), Loire, Attica, Torino, Milano, Venezia, 
Firenze, Klaipeda, Luxembourg, Riga, Lodz, Gdansk-Gdynia-Sopot, Leeds, 
Birmingham, Oxfordshire, Edinburgh, and Glasgow.  

Among Conservationists, we find secondary urban centres and rural regions with 
abundant heritage assets like Klagenfurt-Villach, Trier, La Coruña, Vendée, Delft, 
Wroclaw, Central and South Alentejo, Constanta, Jönköping, Durham, and rural 
Northern Ireland.  

Among Productionist regions we find a national capital, Sofia, and urban centres which 
have specialised in cultural production, like Konstanz, Wiesbaden, Thessaloniki, 
Bolzano, Palermo, Kosice, Greater Manchester and Coventry.  

Finally among Merchant regions we find regions with a distinctively tourist orientation 
like Luzern, Tarragona, Savoie, Siena, Torun, and Algarve.  

In Fig. 47, the results from the same partition at NUTS II level are illustrated. 
Supposedly, this latter map is more representative, albeit at a grosser scale, as 
(potential) tourist use of the resources and the importance of cultural industries are 
two key elements of the classification proposed. Table 7 includes a selection of 
outstanding NUTS II regions falling into each category. 

The implicit policy implications following this subdivision of the European territory is, 
clearly, that any region should aim at becoming an “multi-specialised region” in the 
terms described here, thus, enhancing the functional specialisations for which its is 
lagging. Hence, reproductionist regions should better valorise their heritage and 
cultural assets, for instance through a more explicit tourist orientation, or improving 
their accessibility; classroom regions should be more focused on empowering local 
communities to revitalise the cycle of cultural production; craftshop regions should be 
more careful about the conservation of heritage assets, which is the base for a 
sustainable valorisation of the same. And so forth in various combinations.  
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Figure 47 Map of EU27+2 (NUTS II) according to the regional classification 

“conservation-production-valorisation” (CPV).  
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Table 7 Selection of NUTS II regions included in the eight CPV categories  

Multi-specialised (CPV) Bruxelles 
Prague 
Stuttgart 
Karlsruhe 
Berlin 
Estonia 
Aragon 
Southern Finland 
Eastern Hungary 
North Holland 
Inner London 
Scottish Highlands and Islands 

Reproductionists (CP) Northern Austria 
South Holland 
South Western Scotland 

Classrooms (CV) Strední Cechy 
Andalusia 
Azores 
Slovenia 

Craftshops (PV) Vienna 
South West Bulgaria (Sofia) 
Zurich 
Cyprus 
Hamburg 
Catalonia 
Ile de France (Paris) 
Attica 
Southern and Eastern Ireland (Dublin) 
Lombardia 
Veneto 
Sicilia 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg  
Latvia 
Malta 
Greater Manchester 

Conservationists (C) Kärnten 
Düsseldorf 
Bretagne 
Campania 
Utrecht 
Central Portugal 
Stockholm  
Devon 
Northern Ireland 

Productionists (P) Antwerp 
Köln 
Thessaly 
Piedmont 
Leicestershire, Rutland and Northamptonshire 
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Eastern Scotland (Edinburgh) 

Merchant (V) Salzburg 
Canarias 
Corse 
Toscana 
Lazio 
Algarve 

Non-specialised (0) Western Flanders 
Central Switzerland 
Hannover 
Galicia 
Alsace 
Peloponnesus 
Marche 
Oslo Reg. 
Lodz Reg. 
Lisbon Reg. 
Bucharest Reg. 
Bratislava Reg. 
Kent 

  

To conclude, a double regional typology has been produced.  

The first jointly examines (potential) demand for cultural assets with their supply, 
subdividing the EU27+2 territory into regions characterised by different relations 
between excess or lack of potential demand and excess or lack of supply, which would 
benefit from a better joint management of demand and supply systems.  

The second addresses functional specialisations of culture and orders EU27+2 regions 
according to their relative scores in each of these specialisations and to joint multiple 
specialisations.  

The advantage of such “simple” methods of exploratory analysis is that they are easy 
to understand and can be used straightforwardly as an input for policy. The 
disadvantage, however, is that the results are sometimes interpreted in an 
excessively simplistic way, and they may not reflect the complex multidimensionality 
of the problem at hand; moreover they are highly dependent on a priori assumptions 
on the effects of the indicators on the specialisations of culture, illustrated in Table 6.  

Further information on the project output in terms of performance indicators and 
maps produced is provided in Table 13 at the end of this section.  

 

3.4 Culture and other territorial features of the ESPON space 

In this section, the basic cultural indicators of ESPON project 1.3.3 − and their 
composition into more “complex” indexes leading to regional typologies – are cross-
analysed with data and typologies developed by other ESPON projects.  

The objective is to test whether there are significant interrelations between the two, 
which may be explained by regional development theories, and possibly lead to 
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integrated policy frameworks. The regional territory is stratified accordingly, and the 
regional stratification mapped to highlight areas of “outstanding” interrelation between 
culture and other aspects considered by the ESPON programme. Each area of analysis 
is complemented by a synthetic policy-oriented prescription, which is then developed 
in the wider context of this project in the Fifth Part of this report.  

Faced with a very wide research field (as wide as the output from up to twenty ESPON 
projects is), the choice has been done to cross-analyse our dataset with a selection of 
indicators which promise to be interestingly related with culture, and only in cases in 
which a first correlation test has revealed significant correlation at least for a part of 
the dataset. As a general rule, correlation and regional patterns are clearer and more 
interesting to comment upon at NUTS III than at NUTS II level, and it has been 
decided to restrict the analysis accordingly at the NUTS II level. However, not all 
ESPON indicators are delivered at the NUTS II level, so in some cases an exception 
will be made. A synthetic illustration of the results is presented here.  

 

3.4.1 Geo-Political Patterns 

Coasts and borders 

How do the geographical and geopolitical configurations of the territory influence the 
main cultural variables? Two aspects are considered first: the coastal position of 
regions and their position at the national border. The average values of a selected 
group of indicators in each coast and border class is illustrated in Table 8. 

 

Table 8 Average values of cultural indicators for categories of regions according to 

coasts and borders, NUTS III. Source: ESPON database and ESPON 1.3.3 

COA03N3: coastal regions 

(NUTS III) Aº.1 B.1 C.1 D.1 G.21* G.22* G.23* E.1

Non coastal regions 1.579 0.018 0.024 0.012 0.008 0.049 0.094 0.257
Coastal regions 0.920 0.064 0.023 0.012 0.015 0.048 0.101 0.276

BOR03N3: border regions 

(NUTS II) Aº.1 B.1 C.1 D.1 G.21* G.22* G.23* E.1

Non border regions 1.565 0.032 0.028 0.014 0.011 0.048 0.074 0.263
Border regions 0.903 0.031 0.011 0.006 0.008 0.051 0.156 0.259

Average values of indicators for coastal regions, NUTS III

 

 

At NUTS III level, coastal and border regions have a significant and positive 
correlation with the density of all tangible heritage variables (indicators Aº.1, B.1, 
C.1). Coastal regions have more theatres per inhabitant (probably a reflection of their 
attractiveness for tourism, which enlarges the demand for leisure and culture); they 
also have more libraries per inhabitant, a more educated workforce and a higher 
density of local university graduations. Border regions tend to have more libraries (a 
possible reflection of their peripherality), and clearly a larger degree of diversity in 
terms of national composition of the resident population. At NUTS II level these 
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relation get diluted. NUTS II coastal regions do have a larger availability of educated 
human capital, while this tends to be less abundant in border (peripheral?) regions.  

Cross-border regions receive a strong focus in regional cohesion programmes of the 
EU, and indeed a number of INTERREG programs focus on culture (“management of 
cultural landscapes and cultural heritage, development of tourism; code 8888). One 
immediate area for stronger cooperation could be tourism in the light of what has 
been observed in the first section of this chapter, where the European territory has 
been stratified into areas with a different match between potential tourist demand and 
potential supply of culture. The resulting map in Figure 48 highlights border areas and 
their classification in terms of the “balance” in supply and potential demand of 
heritage from Section 3.2.  

The map suggests that there is potential for an improved management of visitors in 
various cross-border regions characterised by opposite situations. For instance, the 
regions of North-Eastern Italy are “at risk” from excessive tourist pressure, while 
neighbouring regions of Austria and Slovenia could benefit from a larger tourist 
demand for their cultural assets. The same pattern is observed at the Northern 
German-Polish border, at the Danish-German border, and at the Eastern Belgian 
border with Luxembourg and Germany. In all these cases, forms of cultural 
promotion, like the development of cultural festivals, could be organised jointly so as 
to redistribute tourist pressure across these areas. In all the cases mentioned but the 
last one, INTERREG programs dedicated to culture (“management of cultural 
landscapes and cultural heritage, development of tourism”), are already being carried 
out (this information comes from ESPON project 2.4.2, BBR). Other such areas for 
cooperation emerge at the Czech-German and Austrian-German borders, at the 
northern Dutch border with Germany, and at the coastal Italian border with France; in 
all these cases, demand management could lead to an ease of pressure from more 
congested to less congested areas.  
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Figure 48 Cross-border regions and potential for cooperation  
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Culture and regional settlement structures 

The relation between the provision and complexity of culture and the structure of 
urbanisation in the regions of Europe is explored next. This analysis is based on the 
assumption that urbanisation may be positively correlated with most cultural-supply 
variables. In fact, through ages, and in particular since the end of the middle-ages, 
the most important works of art of Europe, the most influential circles of creative 
thinking, the best schools and universities, and the flourishing of cultural trends and 
languages, have been closely associated with cities, their power, and their economic 
strength. Furthermore, cultural services and cultural capital are strongholds of the 
“renaissance of cities” in the age of the knowledge economy, in which urbanisation 
factors are strongly related with immaterial features of the territory as quality of life 
and cultural excellence. It is thus not surprising that as of today, the cultural heritage 
of most nations – especially in Europe – is concentrated in cities, and that most 
cultural talents and organisations are attracted by urban locations in a self-feeding 
cycle of development (for a further exploration of a culture-oriented economic 
development model of European cities, see the case study of four Dutch cities in Part 
Four and in the Annex 3). 

Though data are not available for cultural employment growth in EU cities, we can use 
data from the ESPON database to verify that there is a positive correlation (0.32) 
between population density and the percentage of cultural occupations in NUTS II 
regions. Yet the association of urbanisation with cultural complexity can also be 
observed at more complex levels. Indeed, cross-correlation between cultural 
indicators (density of cultural assets) and the “degree of urbanity” as captured by 
indicator ReRuCN3 (Relative rurality based on national classifications, NUTS III, 1985-

2001, elaborated by ESPON project 3.1.), is also positive and significant at 0.34. The 
average values of the cultural indicators per category of ReRuCN3 are illustrated in 
Table 9.  

The Table shows a sharp decrease in the values of some indicators passing from the 
first (urban) to the second (composite) category of rurality (indicators Aº.1, B.1, C.1, 
D.1, H.12, E.1), while the opposite occurs in the case of cultural variables that are 
population related, like the “G” indicators (cultural infrastructure) and H.11, indicating 
a possible “higher level of quality of life” (including the offer of higher education) in 
areas with a moderate degree of urbanisation. The opposite trend is observed passing 
to the highest level of rurality; heritage indicators go up, intellectual capital goes 
down, while the other indicators do not appear to change sensibly. 
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Table 9 Average values of cultural indicators for categories of rurality, NUTS III. 

Source: ESPON database and ESPON 1.3.3 

Relative rurality: share of 

rural population, index 

country average=100 Aº.1 B.1 C.1 D.1 G.21* G.22* G.23* H.11* H.12* E.1

< 90 low (urban) 2.303 0.039 0.044 0.022 0.009 0.057 0.049 0.013 0.135 0.309
90-110 medium (composite) 0.528 0.020 0.005 0.003 0.010 0.044 0.132 0.138 0.106 0.230
>110 high (rural) 0.716 0.026 0.007 0.003 0.011 0.045 0.131 0.015 0.096 0.226

Average values of indicators for each category of relative rurality

 

 

In Table 10, we provide the average value of selected cultural indicators at NUTS II 
level for each one of the six basic types of settlement structure defined by population 
density and situation regarding centres, as produced by the ESPON Project 3.1. The 
table reveals a clear trend for higher values of the indicators (density of cultural 
resources, share of cultural occupations, diversity, cultural facilities and intellectual 
capital) matching with more polarised urbanisation structures and a higher population 
density.  

It must be noted that the same analysis conducted at NUTS III level produces more 
ambiguous results. The correlation coefficient between the value of ESPON 1.3.3 
indicators and settlement structure types is positive, seeming to indicate that cultural 
density and other indicators increase rather than decreasing at lower density levels 
and flatter urbanisation structures. Indeed, Table 10 shows the average values of the 
indicators for each settlement structure at NUTS III level. In this case the Settyp99N3 
series is grouped into nine categories.  

 

Table 10 Average values of cultural indicators for regional settlement structure 

types, NUTS II. Source: ESPON database and ESPON 1.3.3 

Settlement structure type 

(Settyp99N2)

Aº.1 C.1 D.1 F.1 G.21* G.22* G.23* H.11* H.12* E.1

1: very densely populated with 
large centres 2.049 0.068 0.045 0.064 0.016 0.040 0.044 0.029 0.129 0.428
2: very densely populated 
without large centres 1.051 0.010 0.006 0.049 0.013 0.060 0.091 0.014 0.115 0.286
3: densely populated with 
large centres 0.908 0.019 0.032 0.051 0.012 0.043 0.082 0.011 0.115 0.323
4: densely populated without 
large centres 0.603 0.009 0.007 0.039 0.008 0.049 0.197 0.008 0.086 0.253
5: less densely populated with 
centres 0.261 0.008 0.004 0.039 0.014 0.054 0.153 0.028 0.096 0.286
6: less densely populated 
without centres 0.446 0.002 0.002 0.038 0.015 0.051 0.176 0.033 0.087 0.239

Average values of indicators for each settlement structure type

 

 

The values of the indicators are seen to be decreasing again with the urbanisation 
structure at level NUTS III (Table 11), being higher when large centres are present in 
densely populated regions and decreasing with urban size (categories 1 to 3), which 
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reinforces the argument about higher cultural complexity in cities, but the sign trend 
when population density is lower is not univocous (categories 4 to 6 and 7 to 9).   

 

Table 11 Average values of cultural indicators for regional settlement structure 

types, NUTS III. Source: ESPON database and ESPON 1.3.3 

Settlement structure type 

(Settyp99N3) Aº.1 B.1 C.1 D.1 G.21* G.22* G.23* H.11* H.12* E.1

1: very densely populated 
with large centres 3.206 0.103 0.099 0.055 0.017 0.053 0.052 0.045 0.163 0.397
2: very densely populated 
with average centres 2.377 0.029 0.039 0.008 0.011 0.032 0.041 0.013 0.132 0.368
3: very densely populated 
without large centres 2.026 0.007 0.011 0.002 0.006 0.067 0.037 0.003 0.119 0.218
4: averagely populated with 
large centres 1.143 0.003 0.006 0.002 0.007 0.073 0.062 0.005 0.114 0.210
5: averagely populated with 
average centres 2.168 0.087 0.046 0.024 0.014 0.050 0.077 0.028 0.121 0.331
6: averagely populated 
without large centres 1.915 0.045 0.037 0.015 0.008 0.032 0.043 0.004 0.140 0.278
7: sparsely populated with 
large centres 1.052 0.004 0.009 0.003 0.006 0.049 0.094 0.004 0.096 0.212
8:sparsely populated with 
average centres 0.623 0.089 0.028 0.041 0.010 0.063 0.091 0.019 0.084 0.293
9: sparsely populated 
without large centres 0.426 0.015 0.003 0.003 0.012 0.048 0.178 0.047 0.090 0.222

Average values of indicators for each settlement structure type

 
 

 

In Figure 49, the map of MEGAs (international and global cities) identified by ESPON 
project 1.1.1., plus the cities with an “international” or “global” tourist orientation 
identified by the same project, has been superimposed to the map of cultural 
specialisations at NUTS III level to verify the existence of a coherent pattern between 
urbanisation, tourist orientation and the “functional specialisation” in culture.  
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Figure 49 Cultural specialisations of NUTS III regions and MEGA / “tourist stars” 

cities (ESPON project 1.1.1.).  
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To conclude, a combination of policies may be proposed to address the issue of a 
better use of the heritage assets in the light of the settlement model. This is 
illustrated in the following diagram. Culturally over-endowed urbanised areas have to 
protect their cultural resources, which constitute one of the elements that make up 
the identity of the place, in addition to supporting the generation of new culture, a 
typical feature of post-industrial cities. For instance, the protection and valorisation of 
the industrial heritage, which is an accepted strategy in Northern Europe while is still 
under debate in southern and Mediterranean Europe (e.g. Barcelona, Milan) may 
prove a very good policy to generate city images and create new places for cultural 
production in an inspiring setting. In culturally over-endowed rural areas the main 
issue is how to facilitate cultural consumption face to thin demand basins, therefore, 
improving accessibility is a key policy which nevertheless faces the usual constraints 
characterising rural and peripheral areas. The organisation of dedicated cultural routes 
or itineraries, like the one promoted by the Council of Europe, may be the key to 
recuperate from this point of view face to more accessible areas.  
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Culturally under-endowed urban areas are not to be intended here as lacking 
resources in absolute terms, but only looking at heritage elements. Here the key  
challenge is how to make the best of human creative and organisation resources to 
generate more cultural activity, and exploit the large local market to make them 
rentable. This is precisely what many de-industrialising northern European cities have 
done, notably the British cities, but also the Dutch and German former industrial 
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capitals like Rotterdam or Dortmund. Again, Mediterranean cities have a delay in this 
sense and will have to replicate that model, adapting to the Southern European 
contexts. Finally, rural areas with below-average cultural resources need to enhance 
their cultural capacity, for instance through education and the settlement of “cultural 
catalysts” in these areas, like museums, events, or universities, and in this way start 
a cycle of development based on a more explicit use of cultural as an element o f 
regional cohesion. Good examples from Finland, Spain, and Italy can be provided 
where such strategies have obtained interesting results.  

 

Culture and accessibility 

One key condition for the valorisation of localised resources like culture is 
accessibility. This argument extends to various aspects: accessibility is a crucial 
determinant of tourist demand, and affects the location choices of the intellectual 
capital, that tends to flee out of peripheral areas into more centric regions. On the 
other hand, lack of accessibility has a clear influence on the conservation of local 
culture (remote regions are those which more easily maintain local traditions and 
idiosyncrasies). Hence, there is a trade off associated to remoteness: less accessible 
tourist regions may be the most interesting to travel to, but the hardest (or more 
expensive) to reach. On the other hand, a high and positive correlation can be 
observed between multimodal accessibility (from the ESPON database18) and the 
concentration of cultural resources, which can be explained with the “urban” nature of 
heritage resources (large cities being more accessible than surrounding areas within 
national borders), and with the irregular pattern of historical remains in peripheral 
regions of Europe. Accessibility data are only provided at NUTS III level, which 
practically impedes further elaborations of interesting issues such as the test of the 
hypothesis of a strong correlation (and existing spatial pattern) between accessibility 
and intellectual capital.  

Nevertheless we wish to map those territories in which lack of accessibility is matched 
by a high density of cultural resources, offering potential for tourist exploitation (on 
condition that accessibility will be improved in the future). The opposite information is 
given by areas which enjoy a very high accessibility, which means that the potential 
for an excessive level of stress on the heritage is higher. For this we have subdivided 
accessibility in five categories (1: very low to 5: very high) and in each such category, 
we highlight areas with an above-normal level density of tangible heritage assets (first 
percentile of distribution of indicator Aº.1). The outcome is presented in the map in 
Figure 50. 

 

 

                                                 
18 Indicator AcME01N3: Potential accessibility multimodal, ESPON space = 100, NUTS III, 

year 2001. ESPON project 1.2.1, Authors: Spiekermann & Wegener, Urban and Regional 
Research (S&W). 
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Figure 50 Accessibility and density of heritage assets in NUTS III regions.  
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Among highly inaccessible NUTS III areas which enjoy a large supply of tangible 
heritage assets are, among others, the Bulgarian capital Sofia, the West of Ireland, 
Larissa, Ragusa, Torun, Cluj, South West Wales; at a slightly higher level of 
accessibility (but still low) we find Rostock, Aarhus, the Calvados region, Siena, Lodz, 
Devon. Regions with a very high accessibility and an endangered supply of tangible 
heritage are Bruxelles, Heidelberg, Copenhagen, Paris, Budapest, Utrecht and Pisa, 
among others. 

 

Culture and environmental risk  

Physical planning has to take into consideration the “vulnerability” of tangible heritage 
assets, which are typically irreproducible and highly place-specific, context-dependent 
assets. ESPON project 1.3.119 identifies five vulnerability classes (1: very low to 5: 
very high). We wish to cross this information with the density of monuments and sites 
(indicator Aº.1), the most “at risk” of all heritage assets considered in this study. This 
is classified in three categories; we therefore obtain 15 categories, which are charted 
in the map of Figure 51. It can be seen in this map that some of the most important 
European capitals and largest cities, like Paris, Prague, Amsterdam and Milan fall in 
the first category (very high integrated vulnerability / high density of tangible heritage 
resources): in these cities, artistic treasures and cultural landmarks are exposed to 
the highest risks. In the subsequent category we find important cultural centres like 
Berlin, Weimar, Venice, Rome, Naples and Maastricht: for these city-regions, face to a 
high concentration of heritage vulnerability is only slightly lower. Between regions 
with a very low to low vulnerability and yet a high density of heritage, there are 
Regensburg, Bayreuth, Perugia, and West Ireland.  

 

                                                 
19 VUL_CLASS: Integrated vulnerability of Europe, NUTS III. Source of data: CURS. Origin 

of data: "Population density 1999 and GDP 2000 Eurostat, Fragmented natural areas CLC90 
EEA, National GDP 2003 Eurostat". ESPON project 1.3.1, author S. Kumpulainen.  
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Figure 51 Integrated vulnerability and density of heritage assets in NUTS III 

regions 
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3.4.2 Culture, Economic Development and Regional Competitiveness  

Culture, in its various aspects, can be seen both as a precondition and an effect of 
economic development. On one hand, culturally rich regions have more resources for 
economic development, and this trend is more pronounced in the current dominant 
economic paradigm in which cultural and leisure consumption are main economic 
drivers. On the other hand, intangible cultural resources are partly mobile (e.g. 
creative talent, institutions, cultural minorities, etc.) and affected by economic 
development; especially cultural capacities and infrastructure tend to cluster where 
economic development is more successful, because there are opportunities for 
personal development and a larger market for culture-related products, generating a 
self-reinforcing cycle20 of development based on cultural “excellence” which may lead 
to widening, rather than reducing, regional disparities. In this context, intraregional 
(e.g. national) policy may intervene and lead to more balanced opportunities; for 
instance, keeping a critical mass of cultural capacities, infrastructure and events in 
peripheral and rural regions, or protecting and valorising the “fixed” elements of the 
cultural supply: tangible heritage resources but also identity, languages, etc. 
Moreover interregional (European policy, e.g. INTERREG programs) can reduce the 
“fleeing” of cultural resources from lagging to excelling regions.  

In this section we wish to test the assumptions formulated above by exploring further 
the associations between cultural indicators and selected indicators of cultural 
performance as available in the ESPON database.  

First, we wish to obtain evidence of interregional disparity in the field of culture 
between lagging and non-lagging regions, cross-analysing selected cultural indicators 
with the LagR021 indicators, which subdivide the European territory in three 
categories: 1) lagging, 2) potentially-lagging, and 3) non-lagging regions.  

The average values of the indicators for each regional category at NUTS II level are 
described in Table 12.  

 

Table 12 Average values of cultural indicators for typologies of lagging regions, 

NUTS II. Source: ESPON database and ESPON 1.3.3 

LagR00N2: Typology of 

lagging regions (NUTS II) Aº.1 B.1 C.1 D.1 F.1 G.21* G.22* G.23* H.11* H.12* E.1

1 - Lagging regions 0.583 0.057 0.009 0.007 0.030 0.009 0.039 0.189 0.022 0.085 0.168

2 - Potentially lagging regions 0.851 0.103 0.018 0.061 0.042 0.020 0.059 0.117 0.031 0.103 0.263

3 - Non-lagging regions 0.957 0.047 0.024 0.009 0.057 0.013 0.051 0.086 0.015 0.115 0.377

Average values of indicators for each category of lagging region, NUTS II

 

 

                                                 
20 Cf. the case study of culture-oriented economic development in large Dutch cities in the 

Annex. 

21 Typology of lagging regions, NUTS II-3, year 2000, ESPON projects 2.1.1/3.1, authors 
Spangenberg, M.; Schmidt-Seiwert, V., Heidbrink, I. 
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The information on lagging regions can be benchmarked against selected cultural 
variables. For instance, the correlation22 between the categories of lagging regions 
and the share of workers with cultural professions is high and positive, meaning that 
passing from a lagging regions (cat. 1) to a potentially lagging regions (cat. 2) and to 
a non-lagging region (cat. 3), the share of cultural workers increases. This identifies a 
clear relation between a “specialisation in production” in culture and a good 
performance of the economy. Again, the causation is circular and ambiguous: cultural 
professionals are likely to settle in regions and especially cities with a strong post-
fordist economic profile but this reinforces these very regions increasing the local 
human resources pool, playing against increased regional cohesion.  

Table 12 shows that both fixed elements of the cultural supply of a territory, like the 
density of tangible heritage, and “mobile” elements like the density of museums, 
events, cultural infrastructure, cultural employment, intellectual capital and diversity 
are lowest in lagging regions and highest in non-lagging regions, indicating that - to 
some extent - initial regional disparities in the provision of culture may have produced 
larger differences. It should also be noted that “potentially lagging regions” have in 
some cases (conjuncts, events, cultural infrastructure, and university output) a 
relatively larger availability of cultural resources than non-lagging regions, indicating 
that regional disparities may be recovered by valorising these assets and using it 
more explicitly as pillar of economic development policies. The same results are found 
when the analysis is performed at NUTS III level; only the potential for valorisation of 
cultural assets emerges as even stronger. For instance, the availability of skilled 
human capital formed in presumably small “university cities” in lagging regions, which 
normally flees into large cities and labour markets after the completion of studies, if 
kept in place through well-designed educational and career development policies, 
could raise the profile of such regions structurally.  

Cultural resources may be a driver for economic restructuring in lagging regions, 
through the generation of jobs and economic specialisation in intangible production 
sectors. To identify which regions could most benefit from the existing supply of 
tangible and intangible heritage, we map lagging and potentially lagging regions which 
enjoy an average to high supply of heritage (SUPPLY variable from the regional 
typology introduced above).  

The resulting territorial classification is mapped in Figure 52. Only the “extreme” 
regions in the relation between the two variables (high or average supply of heritage, 
lagging or potentially lagging regions) are mapped; all the other combinations are 
attributed a uniform colour (yellow). Among the regions with a higher “potential for 
culture-based regeneration” emerging from this exercise, the map points out, among 
others, most Eastern Germany regions and Southern Italian regions like Campania. 
Though with a lower supply level, the map also highlights that there is potential for 
regions like Moravia, Estonia, Slovenia (the whole countries are NUTS II regions), 
Cantabria, Puglia, Sicily, and most Southern-Poland regions.  

                                                 
22 The Spearman’s Rho non-parametric coefficient was used. 



 

 171

Figure 52 Lagging NUTS II regions and levels of cultural supply 
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Some potentially lagging regions also have good chances of recovering by better using 
their cultural potential: among regions with a high supply of heritage we find Prague, 
Berlin, Liege, the Cumbria region, the Peloponnesus region and Sardinia. In the same 
position but with a lesser but important endowments of heritage are the Basque 
Countries, Tuscany, the region of Bratislava, Algarve and the northern Sweden. 

Next we proceed to analyse the relation of cultural indicators and per capita GNP. The 
GDP00EHN3 indicator in the ESPON database23 was used. At NUTS II level, this 
variable is positively and significantly correlated with Aº.1, B.3, C.1, F.1, G.22, G.23, 
H.12, E.1. In other words, richer regions have a larger provision of tangible cultural 
assets, museums, cinemas and libraries; there is a higher potential for tourist 
valorisation of protected landscapes; a higher provision on intellectual capital and a 
larger cultural diversity. At NUTS III level, the positive association also extends to the 
density of events (D.1), and theatres (G.21). While this is not entirely surprising in 
terms of the circular relation between culture and economic development for the 
reasons seen above, the implications are far-fetching and will be discussed further.  

Some of these correlations are analyse in further depth. First the relation between p.c. 
GNP and the number of cultural jobs is taken into consideration, at NUTS II level. 
There is linear correlation between the percentage of cultural jobs of active population 
and GDP (Pearson corr. coefficient = 0.65).  The residuals from the regression 
analysis show that the biggest negative residuals (observed GDP is not as high as the 
proportion of creative jobs would suggest) are in the regions from Eastern Europe. 
The largest positive residuals (observed GDP higher than the proportion of creative 
jobs would suggest) are typical of urbanised metropolitan regions of Western Europe.  

Charting the dispersion of values (Figure 53) produces a categorisation based on the 
association between p.c GDP and cultural jobs which has immediate implications for 
policy. The emerging regional pattern is mapped in Figure 54. We ignore again the 
grey region in which couples of values are too close to the origin for their association 
to be significant (sum of normalised squares inferior to 0.75 times the standard 
deviation per each variable). The first quadrant (high p.c. GDP; high share of cultural 
professions) is spearheaded by large metropolitan regions and national capitals such 
as Inner London, Brussels, Luxemburg, among others. While there are almost no 
regions in the fourth quadrant (all regions with high levels of pc GDP also have above-
average percentages of employed with cultural professions), in the second quadrant 
emerges a small group of regions with lower-than-average pc GDP levels face to 
higher-than-average shares of cultural professions. 

 

                                                 
23 Gross Domestic Product: Euro per inhabitant, NUTS II/3, year 2000, collected by 

BBR/Nordregio using Eurostat – Regio data. ESPON project  3.1, authors J. Bublys, V. 
Schmidt-Seiwert, E.Gløersen.  
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Figure 53 Scatterplot of per capita GDP and percentage of employed with cultural 

professions, NUTS II regions 
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In the third quadrant, including regions with below-par p.c. GDP levels and shares of 
employed with cultural professions, a group of predominantly Eastern European 
regions can be seen as a separate group, disconnected from the general trend. 
Whether this implies different methods of defining cultural jobs, or an altogether 
different structure in the relation of the two variables, which could be a legacy of a 
different political regime, would need further inquiry.  

The observed linear correlation between creative jobs and GDP is the result of a 
logical association of the two, that is, more creative jobs generate more GDP. This is 
by no means a self-evident assumption; it may as well be the other way round if it is 
proved that creative jobs are unstable and badly paid (but the existent literature – for 
instance, the works by Richard Florida − points out that this is less and less the case, 
at least in the most developed countries).  
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Figure 54 Relation between per capita GDP and share of workers with cultural 

professions 
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It becomes then possible to propose different policy recommendation for regions 
positioned in each of the four quadrants:  

1. Maintenance of the situation, provision for sustainability  

2. If meaningful, support to creative businesses in order to generate extra value 
to the production that already contributes to high GDP  

3. Fostering of creative jobs should be encouraged to generate more GDP  

4. Creating circumstances in which existing creative jobs can generate more value 

 

Similar analyses can be performed considering other aspects of culture. Next, the 
relation of per capita GDP with cultural infrastructure is considered, and more 
specifically the number of libraries per 1,000 inhabitants. The availability of library 
services is closely related with a high level of quality of life but also with the existence 
of culture-oriented policy: it can be the result of a national programme directed at 
reducing regional disparities and fostering personal development in more peripheral 
regions or less densely populated regions where social networks are looser. In fact, 
the correlation is negative (- 0.37) and significant, indicating that primarily, library 
services are used as a social support in cases of economic backwardness.  

A partition of the dataset in four quadrants (and the correspondent territorial partition 
as mapped in Figure 55) as performed before returns abnormally high values of per 
capita GDP and availability of library services (normalised sum of squares higher than 
0.75 times the standard deviation) in Tirol and Vorarlberg in Austria, the whole Grand-
ducat of Luxembourg, and various peripheral Norwegian and Swedish regions. Low 
levels of p.c. GDP and a high provision of libraries is found, among others, in most 
Czech, Slovakian, Hungarian and Polish regions, in Estonia, Extremadura, Länsi 
Finland, and Azores; that is, peripheral regions and regions in economic transition 
where the State provides above-norm cultural facilities as a factor of regional 
development and cohesions. What has been so far is not surprising at all. The other 
two quadrants offer more interesting indications. In the fourth quadrant, a number of 
regions, among which the metropolitan regions of all the largest European cities and 
Capitals, plus remarkably some of the fastest growing regions in national economies 
(Veneto, Utrecht, Southern Ireland, Rhone-Alpes, Bayern, etc.) have high levels of 
GNP but cannot provide cultural services to the community at the sufficient scale and 
quantity, resulting in a danger of socially-weak development. Finally, a substantial 
number of economically weak regions haven’t addressed an important social issue like 
personal cultural development providing below-average library services to their 
communities: among them all Bulgarian, Slovenian and Greece regions, Prague, many 
regions in Eastern Wallonia (Belgium), many regions in South-Eastern and North-
Western Spain among which Galicia and Andalusia, Attica, the whole Southern and 
insular Italy, Corse, and Cornwall.  
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Figure 55 Per capita GDP and availability of libraries 
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The next cross-analysis regards an intangible element of cultural identity, diversity in 
relation to foreign nationalities, which is matched with per capita GDP to test the 
hypothesis of a link between the two variables. Indeed, more diverse regions are 
remarkably richer: cross-correlation is significant at 0.56. The reasons, already 
discussed elsewhere in this report, have to be traced in the relation that there 
between diversity and settlement structure, with foreigners clustering in the more 
densely populated, richest (and therefore plentiful of opportunities) regions; but 
there’s another “implicit” aspects of this relation which can be related to the emerging 
knowledge-economy paradigm, again very much associated to urbanism, stating that 
greater cultural diversity leads to higher chances of creative inputs being fuelled into 
the local economic climate in terms of social mobility and innovativeness. The results 
are mapped in Figure 56. 

Regions exhibiting above-norm diversity and GDP, as expected, are the largest 
regional and national metropolitan areas and capital cities, plus, among others, a 
minor number of less densely populated regions without large centres, like Salzburg, 
Tirol And Vorarlberg in Austria, Suisse Orientale and Ticino in Switzerland, Lorraine 
and Franche-Comte in France, Border, Midland And Western and Southern And 
Eastern Ireland, North Eastern Scotland and the Highlands And Islands. In the 
opposite situation are regions with lower-than-average GDP and diversity: among 
them, are Prague, Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Poland and Greece (whole countries), 
rural Spain, and southern Italy. The picture gets more intriguing in the other 
quadrants.  Denmark, Western Flanders, The Basque Countries, Piemonte, Lombardia 
and Emilia-Romagna in Italy, and most Dutch, Swedish and Norwegian regions, are 
rich but can’t attract many foreigners, which may be a symptom of a certain 
“peripherality” of their economies; on the other hand, Hainaut, Liege, Cyprus, Estonia, 
Languedoc-Roussillon, Corse, Lithuania, Latvia, the Silesian region of Poland, Algarve, 
Bratislava and West Wales among others, are weak regions which nevertheless exhibit 
a large diversity of population as far as nationalities are concerned.   



 

 178

Figure 56 Per capita GDP and diversity of population per foreign nationality 
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Figure 57 Unemployment and density of tangible heritage 
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Next, the relation between unemployment and the density of tangible cultural assets 
is considered. This relation is interesting because it says something on the capacity of 
local economies to put to value available assets and generate forms of employment 
from them. However, the correlation is statistically insignificant indicating that 
regional situations are highly different and so the contextual reasons for this relation. 
The four groups are presented in the map of Figure 57. Above-norm levels of 
unemployment and scarce endowment of cultural heritage (Aº.1), as well as low 
unemployment and high density of cultural heritage are therefore to be seen as 
relatively “normal” relations. In the first group (fourth quadrant) are among others 
Estonia, Galicia, Andalusia, Northern Finland, Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur; in the 
second (second quadrant) we find, among others,  Prague, Stuttgart, Trier, Veneto, 
Toscana, Utrecht, North and South Holland, and the region of Bucharest. The two 
“dissonant” quadrants are in this case the first (high unemployment / high density of 
heritage), in which we find Bruxelles, Eastern Germany, Picardie, Nord-pas-de-Calais, 
Attica, Lazio and Southern, Lithuania, Latvia, Poland, almost all Bulgaria, and 
Slovenia, and the third, which have low levels of unemployment but also a low 
endowment of heritage. In this latter group we only find Western Finland and Malta. 
The former group is clearly the most interesting for heritage valorisation strategies. 

Finally, we take into consideration an aggregated index of regional competitiveness, 
which measures the approximation of EU regions to the objectives set by the Lisbon 
Strategy document. Higher values of the index24 correspond to a better global 
positioning of European regions, taking into account aspects such as purchasing 
parity, employment, capital expenditure in R&D, poverty, environmental quality, etc.  

 

Table 13 Correlations between selected cultural indicators and competitiveness 

index, NUTS II. Source: ESPON database and ESPON 1.3.3 

General competitiveness 

indicator
Aº.1 B.1 C.1 D.1 F.1 G.21* G.22* G.23* H.11* H.12* E.1 

Spearman's Rho corr. Coeff. ,033 ,172(**) ,402(**) ,302(**) ,567(**) ,009 -,009 ,131(*) -,245(**) ,179(**) ,265(**)

Selected cultural indicators, NUTS II

 

 

                                                 
24 The index is the result of the elaboration and aggregation of 14 other indicators relative to 

aspects of the Lisbon Strategy (GDP as Purchasing Power Parities per inhabitant, employed 
persons aged 15-64, youth education attainment level, gross domestic expenditure on 
research and development (GERD) as % of GDP, comparative price levels of final 
consumption by private households, gross fixed capital formation by the private sector as a 
percentage of GDP, share of persons with an equivalised disposable income below the risk-
of-poverty threshold, total long-term unemployed, regional coefficient of variation of the rate 
of unemployment, percentage change since base year and targets according to Kyoto 
Protocol, gross inland consumption of energy, index of freight transport volume) calculated 
by ESPON Project 3.3, authors CURS (Helsinki University of Technology); data provided by 
Mr Tomas Hanell. 
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Table 13 illustrates how the index interrelates with the main cultural variables in this 
study. More competitive regions seem to have a higher provision of protected cultural 
landscapes, museums, events, libraries; a higher number of cultural professionals 
among workers; a lesser number of graduates (this relation needs further 
investigation) but a higher quality of human capital per level of attainment; and a 
higher diversity as far as residents’ nationalities are concerned.  

To analyse possible spatial patterns in these results, we subdivide the EU space in five 
regional categories, including regions which score “high” in the distribution percentile, 
and those which score “low”, against their rank as “culturally specialised” regions 
(“multi-specialised regions” in the regional typology developed in section 3.2, meaning 
a high degree of specialisation in any of the three functional specialisations of culture 
considered; conservation, production and valorisation) or of lack of specialisation 
(“non-specialised regions”). Regions which do not fall in any of these groups are re-
grouped into a residual category. A map is built accordingly in Figure 58.  

In the first category (cultural excellence, high competitiveness according to Lisbon 
Strategy objectives) we find, among others, Bruxelles, Prague, Stuttgart, Karlsruhe, 
the Finnish region of Etelä-Suomi, and Northern Holland (the region of Amsterdam). 
In the second (lack of cultural specialisation, high competitiveness) are among others 
Steirmark in Austria, the Flemish Brabant, Eastern Switzerland, Hannover, Alsace, the 
Bucarest Region, the Bratislava Region, and North Eastern Scotland. In the third 
category (cultural excellence, low competitiveness) we find among others 
Brandenburg, Aragon, Inner London, and the Scottish Highlands and islands. Finally, 
in the fourth category (lack of cultural specialisation, low competitiveness) are among 
others the Belgian region of Hainaut, the whole Bulgarian country, Magdeburg, 
Galicia, Nord-pas-de-Calais (the region of Lille), Peloponnesus, Friuli-Venezia Giulia, 
the Lisbon region, and Tees Valley and Durham in the UK.  
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Figure 58 Relation between regional competitiveness and cultural specialisation 
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This map does not
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Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
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ESPON project 3.3 (elaboration and aggregation of 14 other indicators 
relative to aspects of the Lisbon Strategy). 
Author: CURS (Helsinki University of Technology). NUTS II
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other regions (4)
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Source and other metadata information:
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In synthesis, the main information on the project output in terms of performance 
indicators and maps produced is provided in Table 14 below. 

 

Table 14 Performance indicators developed in ESPON project 1.3.3 as from priority 1 

No. of spatial indicators developed  

- in total 30 

covering  

- the EU territory 30 

- more than the EU territory  

No. of spatial indicators applied 22 

- in total 22 

covering  

- the EU territory 22 

- more than the EU territory  

No of spatial concepts defined 3 

• potential demand or use pressure  

• supply 

• cultural orientation (8 classes) 

 

No of spatial typologies tested 3 

No of EU maps produced 52 

No of ESDP policy options addressed in that 

field 

5 

• Urban-rural relationships 

• Polycentric development 

• Territorial cohesion 

• Competitiveness versus subsidiarity 

• Wise use of cultural heritage 
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4 Case studies 

 

4.1 Introduction  

The assumption that the cultural heritage of Europe is not just an accumulation of 
tangible assets to be conserved (and mapped), but an element of identity building and 
dynamism of the territory is inspired by three paradigms25:  

The ‘Attraction paradigm’: The most visible impact of cultural heritage on territorial 
identity lies in its potentials as a resource for the development of tourism products, 
not for export, but for importing tourists. This clearly explains the many references in 
this study and in the case studies to the role of cultural heritage in the tourism 
dynamics of places and regions. 

The ‘Dissemination paradigm’: The idea is that the presence of cultural heritage 
creates a favourable climate for the creation of new cultural goods and services, even 
empowers the forces to explore new cultural goods that can be ‘sold’ outside the 
territory. This is linked with capacity building in terms of transmitting local know-how 
and proceeding from production to marketing.  Even an explanation for the distinct 
creativity in valorising USP can result from this paradigm.  

The ‘Territorial paradigm’: The most important credo of this project is the actual 
contribution of cultural activities to local and regional development. Relevant factors 
are supposed to be found in the spatial concentration of cultural heritage elements 
and the capacity to produce and disseminate values and reference points. Cultural 
assets are seen as a social capital, incentives for social integration and above all as 
business opportunities. 

The common target is to understand the interactive process of conservation, 
production and dissemination of cultural heritage from these three perspectives.  

This European study about the role of cultural heritage in the regional dynamics 
requires tools and data to read the process of building cultural capital on heritage 
resources. Therefore the identification and valorisation of the cultural heritage is 
crucial in this process of developing an integrated regional planning that enhances the 
cohesion within an enlarged European Union.   

Mapping the spatial expressions and effects of heritage assets and the indications of 
territorial coherence (existing or potential) at the regional and local scale, is the main 
contribution of this project. However, the richness of data and the multitude of 
“interesting” phenomena emerging from EU mapping and spatial analyses could not 
be fully valorised in the limited time space budget of this ESPON 1.3.3. Project. 
Therefore a first round of case studies is included in this final report, to be considered 
as examples of the many explorative studies, methodological, analytical and 

                                                 
25 Inspired by X. Greffe, paper presented at the ESPON workshop Barcelona, 2005  
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empirical, which could result from this new data base on cultural heritage assets in 
Europe.  

 

4.2 Objectives of the case studies 

The idea to invest in case studies that could cover some of the most prominent 
research questions in the context of this project was challenging for the partners in 
the project. In this way some knowledge gaps could be identified and new methods 
for spatial analysis of cultural indicators could be explored.   

The added value of case studies lies in the capacity to focus on the specific areas and 
issues such as  

- Conceptualisation and understanding of cultural dynamics 

- New methods for mapping and analysing geographical differences 

- Identification of new policy issues at an intra- and interregional level or national 
level in the new EU context  

 

One first key objective was to explain more in depth the regional variations emerging 
in the series of maps on cultural indicators. Which geographical, historical or political 
factors explain the regional diversity in Europe, or within countries and regions? 

EXPLAIN regional variations:  

- Clustering: why is one indicator or a group of indicators remarkably high in a 

cluster of regions? 

- Dispersion: why is one indicator or a group of indicators remarkably low in a 

cluster of regions? 

 

The interpretation of spatial patterns in cultural aspects, at an inter-regional or intra-
regional level, is a research track that has so far been little explored, due to a general 
lack of geo-referenced data. New perspectives can now be explored about the 
territorial identity of border regions, the concentration of cultural dynamics in urban 
regions, the tourismification of   regions, cities or coastal zones, etc. 

The link between conservation, production and diffusion issues can be studied in 
reference to the regional data on cultural indicators and other contextual variables. 
This opens new insights on territorial coherence, identity and dynamics. 

 

* Conservation of the hardware 

** Production of the software  

*** Managing the orgware 
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**** Exploring and developing networks ‘shareware “ 

 

Taking into account the availability of a series of cultural indicators (at NUTS III or 
NUTS II level) an analytical approach to concepts such as territorial coherence and 
territorial clustering is on the agenda. 

The process of territorial clustering is based on clear proximity advantages for cultural 
production, such as sharing customers, human resources and costs. Networking 
(physical, functional and organizational) creates an entrepreneurial climate and hence 
more business opportunities. Sharing risks and developing collective strategies is part 
of this dynamic scenario. The study of territorial cohesion and intra-regional dynamics 
is a critical success factor for all integrated destination management and marketing. 

The geographical location of heritage elements, cultural facilities and cultural activities 
is a key factor in defining the potential synergy and creating an environment with an 
inviting range of activities (TOS 26). Territorial clusters function as districts of 
creativity at different scale levels. This can be the case in an inner urban setting27, an 
urban or regional context28. 

The case studies were also intended to cover critical issues concerning methods of 
spatial analysis and comparative interpretations of regional patterns.  

  

                                                 
26 TOS : Tourist Opportunity Spectrum  
27 cfr.  Example  of Museumdistricts inWien, Rotterdam, Bonn, etc  
28 cfr. Example cultural route in Europe (See case study  6. X Jewish heritage in Spain )  
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4.3 Consensus in the case studies  

Although the case studies are diverging in focus and approach they share some 
common assumptions, such as   

Cultural heritage is a main component 

In the conservation or strengthening of territorial identities 

In the process of creating and developing cultural activities 

In the building of a grass rooted cultural economy 

In the production of a tourism setting and in creating tourism products 

 

From the reading of the maps on cultural indicators in Europe it became clear to what 
extent the orientation of territories differs in terms of 

Protection and conservation of cultural heritage  

Creativity and production of new cultural products 

Diffusion and dynamics of the cultural economy  

 

Conservation is seen as a process of decision-making and priorities about cultural 
heritage (tangible and intangible), about the importance of cultural assets and the 
carriers of local or regional identities. The main purpose is to sustain territorial 
uniqueness and to benefit from the market trends in cultural tourism.  

The consequences of decisions on conservation priorities might imbalance the local or 
regional system, by inducing more mobility –flows of visitors- and increase use 
pressure. The impact of interfering with the existing territorial coherence must be 
anticipated and balanced against the cost and benefits. In most cases economic 
development is the argument, so this needs to be assessed in terms of added cultural 
capital and leverage impact for the production processes of creative industries and 
other knowledge-intensive economic sectors.  

 

4.4 Range of the case studies: focus & approach29 

The choice of a case study, by each of the partners, was made before the final 
datasets on cultural indicators in the EU were available, or the discussion on the 
regional typology (analytical methods and interpretations) ongoing. This fact explains 
the choices made, not really on the frontline of this new research track, but related to 
the initial discussions about data and metadata, about spatial analysis methods, about 
patterns and processes at different scale levels.  

                                                 
29 cfr.  6. 7 Case study index 
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Several case studies were carried out in an urban context (Venice, Ghent, Dutch 
cities, Portuguese cities) focussing on the role of cultural heritage and cultural policies 
in the context of urban dynamics.   

The interest in a regional study of cultural heritage assets and management issues 
comes mainly from the partners in the new European Union countries, including those 
on the Czech Republic, Slovakia, the Baltic Countries, and Romania. 

A more thematic approach has been chosen for the study of the economic impact of 
Anglican cathedral visitation in England and the development of a cultural route in 
Spain, connecting the clusters of Jewish heritage. 

Since the ESPON 1.3.3 project was unable to map the importance of intangible 
heritage in the process of territorial identity building and cultural dynamics, for 
reasons explained in the discussion on data and metadata, the few case studies 
dealing with intangible heritage are a most valuable contribution. As an example of 
the development of a multicultural economy, there is the   case study on Bolzano 
(Italy). The focus is on the intangible heritage of linguistic and ethnic groups 
(Switzerland, the Sorbs in Germany) and on the interrelations of minority groups 
specific threats in the eastern border regions of Poland, Lithuania and Latvia. 

Within the wide range of cultural activities, much attention has been paid to the social 
and economic impact of cultural events: the opera festival of Savonlinna in Finland, 
the Jazz festival in Marciac, France and the night of Taranta in Italy.   

Only one case study, the first, addressed methodological problems by comparing 
national data, pinpointing some of the problems involved in interpreting data from 
different countries. 

The detailed descriptive analyses included in many of the case studies draw attention 
to the immense cultural variety present in Europe. They are The case studies tend to 
be descriptive and perhaps less innovative in terms of methodology and analytical 
results, but inspiring in terms of highlighting unique situations of cultural heritage 
management (problems and solutions), local and regional dynamics. 

 

4.5 Policy issues emerging from the case studies  

Considering the limited number of case studies here included and the divergence in 
focus and approach, there is an equal divergence in policy issues addressed. Specific 
policy issues raised and/or recommendations in each of the case studies can be found 
below (4.7).  

It is impossible to reproduce a complete list of all the policy issues addressed in the 
19 case studies; only a summary of some key headlines is included here. 

 

11. Local and Interregional Level 

Propose new CHI valorisation actions (local, cross-border, linear, networks) 
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Potential for socio-economic development from better valorisation of local CHI 

Potential for reducing regional disparities from cross-border cooperation in 
homogeneous cultural matters 

Potential for constructing thematic networks and routes, and estimation of their 
impacts 

12. Cultural Policy Issues 

Strengthening conservation policies (for tangible heritage) needs to be a first concern, 
but much emphasis is laid on consolidating the financial support for cultural heritage 
assets, intangible heritage in particular.   

The time seems right to redefine the priorities in cultural policies in order to promote 
social inclusion, community development and regional economic development in 
particular. 

13. Tourism Policy Issues 

Based on a more comprehensive definition of cultural heritage, the territorial 
potentials could be re-assessed, taking into account the quantity of cultural assets but 
the strength of territorial clusters, the mix of heritage assets, the support of cultural 
facilities and activities.   
Strategies to enhance the territorial coherence and the process of clustering need to 
be developed based on a physical, economic and social rational. 

14. Cultural Events - towards an integrated event policy 

Events are clearly appreciated as impulses for maintaining or reviving cultural 
identities of communities and places and as opportunities to create or renovate local 
and regional networks.  In addition they are incentives for innovative 
entrepreneurship in the cultural economy, and also vehicles for enhancing tolerance 
and understanding and fostering an integration process.  

The high expectations concerning the economic impact of events and the leverage 
function for the cultural economy need to be balanced against the pressure on 
carrying capacity and sustainable development. 

In addition, many events depending on public funding enter into a highly competitive 
arena, whilst the private sector is becoming more cautious and risk avoiding. A policy 
to selectively support flagship projects and those with a sustainable regional impact 
can be supported. The question of giving priority to grass rooted cultural core 
products and resources remains a point of discussion, which is closely linked to the 
tourism potentials and economic spin-offs on a regional scale level.  

15. EU LEVEL 

The findings of the case studies reinforce the general call for developing policy-
supporting tools in the field of cultural heritage conservation, production and diffusion. 
There definitely is a need for consensus on definitions and categories of cultural 
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indicators, and also to make available updated, valid and comparable geo-referenced 
data files on a selection of cultural indicators. 

The publication of an EU atlas on cultural dynamics should be seen as part of a 
monitoring system on the cultural dynamics in Europe. The proposal of the 
constitution of a European observatory on cultural dynamics is indeed on of the key 
inputs that the ESPON 1.3.3 project may offer to the EU  

The mission statement of such an observatory would include  

Maintaining the balance between conservation and innovation  

Managing interregional mobility, including the exodus from culturally deprived areas, 
etc, etc.  

From the limited input of the case studies, it can be concluded that the data on 
cultural indicators, now available, allow for many more interesting interpretations of 
cultural heritage as a resource for  

Territorial identity - conservation and revival  

Cultural creativity - production and innovation  

Tourism dynamics - diffusion  

 

The results of the regional typology open a field of study that is bound to 

shed new light on the role of cultural heritage in regional dynamics and 

discrepancies. 

 

4.6 Case study index  

Methodological issues  

     National Boundaries 

 

National Boundaries : examples of data 

differences and calibration   

PP8: C. W. Matthiessen, 

L. Møller-Jensen, L. 

Winters, C. Andersen 

 

Urban studies on cultural heritage & policies  

Venice 

 

Cultural attractions and visitor market  in the 

region of Venice  

PP2: A.P. Russo  
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Ghent 

 

Cultural icons in the urban tourismscape: case 

study of Ghent, Belgium 

 

PP3: M. Jansen-Verbeke, 

E. Lievois  

Dutch cities  

 

Urban cultural industries and economic 

development:  

the case study of four Dutch cities 

 

PP2: A.P. Russo, J. van 

der Borgh 

Portuguese cities 

  

The role of local governments in cultural 

promotion 

PP7: J.P. Barbosa de 

Melo, F. Amorim;  

 

Regional studies  on cultural heritage and development  

Rhodes 

Historic preservation under an innovative policy 

umbrella, an integrated coastal zone 

management activity: case study of Rhodes 

 

PP6: H. Coccossis, A. 

Collovini 

Pardubice 

 

Disparity between cultural heritage and tourist 

flows within the Pardubice Region 

 

PP11: J. Capek, K. 

Lacina, P. Fabián, S. 

Brychtova, J. Komarkova, 

I. Mandysova, S. 

Simonova  

 

Broumov Land 

 

Cultural heritage and socio-demographical 

development of the Broumov lands 

 

PP11:  V. Hruby, Z. M. 

Zalis  

 



 

 192

Slovakia 

 

Impact of selected categories of cultural 

heritage on the increase of attractiveness of 

selected areas in Slovakia 

 

PP11: M. Konvit, M. 

Dudas, P. Horvath,  M. 

Zaborsky 

 

South West Romania 

 

Southwest Romania: heritage-led development 

of a rural region 

PP4: M.M. Friel, A.P. 

Russo 

 

Cultural networks at a national scale level 

Spain 

  

The cultural product “Network of Spanish Jewish 

sites” 

PP4:  A.P. Russo, F. 

Romagosa  

 

England  

   

Cathedral tourism in England: worshippers and 

visitors 

PP5: M. Shackley, R. 

Welton 

 

Cultural identity and intangible heritage 

Bolzano 

Identity  as a vehicle for multicultural 

understanding and tolerance: the case of 

Bolzano, Italy 

 

LP: J. Van der Borg 

Switzerland 

 

Language usage as an indicator of integration:  

the example of Switzerland 

PP1: O. Alifiarovich, M. 

Rulle 
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 Sorbs  

 

The Sorbian language representing an ethnic 

minority: distribution, dangers and political 

impacts 

PP1: M. Rulle,  S. Brandt, 

C. Berlin, S.Miscke 

 

 Borderlands 

 

Ethnical diversity and regional development of 

eastern borderland regions in Poland, Lithuania 

and Latvia 

PP9: M. Kowalski, J. 

Solon 

 

Events and cultural dynamics  

Savonlinna  

 

Savonlinna Opera Festival as an engine of the 

local tourism industry  

 

PP10: J. Suvantola 

 

Marciac 

 

Contribution of cultural events in rural 

development: the “Jazz in Marciac” case 

 

PP3:  F. Potier, P. Zegel 

 

Taranta  

 

Revamping intangible heritage for the 

dynamisation of Salento territory: La notte della 

Taranta 

 

LP: G. Serinelli, A.P. 

Russo 
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Case Study No. 1 

Title National boundaries: examples of data differences and 
calibration 

Authors PP8: C. W. Matthiessen, L. Møller-Jensen, L. Winters, C. 
Andersen 

Scope Denmark (DK0) and border areas of Germany, Sweden (NUTS 
III) 

Type of 
heritage 

Methodological paper 

Tangible (monuments), used as an example  

Objectives Analyse the problem of comparing data across national 
boundaries and discuss methods of calibrating data as possible 
solutions for two problems: 

Differences in the logic behind the delimitation of NUTS 3 units, 
which is the standard statistical unit used by ESPON, and 

Many DYNAMO maps look like a patchwork of national maps 
rather than an integrated European map 

 

The method applied is the construction of a variety of statistical 
maps using the same database, modifying the data and the 
statistical units according to selected criteria. 

   

Policy 
issues 

The maps produced demonstrate that the use of NUTS 3 as the 
basic area unit for the European dataset presents several 
specific problems related to size and the logic behind defining 
observation units: 

The logic of defining observation units is different from nation 
to nation. This logic almost always is one of administrative 
regions, and European nations each present their own logic. A 
delimitation of a country into many small regions implicates a 
larger variation within the mapped objects while delimitation 
onto large regions implicates the opposite, because you expect 
some concentration pattern of real distribution of, for example, 
monuments. 

Partly related to this is the problem of variation in the defining 
logic behind the delimitation. Some regions comprise only the 
central part of a functional urban region and other the rural 
areas outside the urbanised units while other regions comprise 
the whole functional area. 

The overall problem is that comparison of specific phenomena 
between regions may prove to be very difficult due to 
differences in delimitations between and within nations. We 
fear that many of the DYNAMO maps are highly biased by these 
kinds of differences. 

Another major problem of establishing a European-wide 
common data set is the national differences and traditions for 
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data collecting. The meta-data base of DYNAMO can only partly 
document differences between national manuals or practises 
for data collection. Many of the differences are hidden in 
agencies of data collecting or are simply due to practises, which 
are tacit. The problem of comparing data across national 
boundaries is obvious. 

This test has sustained the argument that the construction of a 
European map has to be interpreted carefully. We have shown 
that two issues have to be taken into account. First, the use of 
NUTS 3 as the basic area unit for the European dataset 
presents several specific problems related to number, size and 
delimitation of the regions. This is evident in the maps 
presented in this test. They present themselves as collections 
of national maps based on different logics rather than as 
convincing European maps. This problem can be minimised by 
establishing a uniform logic behind the territorial subdivision for 
collecting of statistics all over the European territory. We have 
pointed out a feasible method where we use the “middle of the 
way” logic as a basis for a new arbitrary construction of larger 
regions in nations or areas where regions obviously are 
underbounded in relation to units of settlements and their 
hinterlands. 

 

We therefore suggest that: 

Some kind of harmonisation should be discussed and 
implemented. We would suggest the establishment of an 
ESPON working group of experts (geographers, statistical office 
experts) with the task of formulating a uniform - and feasible - 
logic for the European observation units - and implement this 
on the basis of the existing NUTS 3 units. 

A viable initiative would be the establishment of a DYNAMO 
working group of experts (mathematicians, geographers, 
statistical office experts) with the task of identifying feasible 
ways of calibrating data across national borders. 
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Case Study No. 2 

Title Cultural attractions and visitor market in the region of Venice  

Authors PP2: A. P. Russo 

Scope Veneto, Italy (NUTS II, ITD3) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (all heritage) 

Objectives Investigate the issue of tourist valorisation of culture, analysing 
specifically how the effectiveness of the mise en valeur of 
heritage (especially immovable, tangible heritage resources) is 
highly “constrained” by the structure and spatial pattern of the 
tourist market.  

 

Policy 
issues 

The case of Venice exemplifies a situation in which the 
accommodation capacity of the city is insufficient to host the 
mass of visitors that wish to see the city, in almost every 
period of the year. Many visitors have to resort to 
accommodation in the periphery of the region, in the proximity 
of the city but also at farther distances. 

The overall consequence of these dynamics is:  

a leakage of tourist expenditure from the centre of the tourist 
region to the periphery, that goes together with a 
concentration of costs; 

a decline in the quality of the tourist system (cutting back on 
quality pays); 

a loss of relevance of the system of cultural attractions as 
“revenue generators”; 

polarisation of the city and the regional territory according to 
the main factors affecting the tourist market, such as 
accessibility and quality.  

In the long term, these elements may bring forth a reduction in 
the attraction capacity of the destination area, to the extent 
that tourists would react negatively to such elements as the 
physical degradation of monuments, the aesthetic decline in 
open urban spaces and outlets, the loss of diversity in the 
cultural supply, and the increased “suburbanisation” of tourist 
services and facilities. In particular, these factors are likely to 
affect those visitor segments that have a higher propensity to 
pay for a cultural experience but are more sensitive to cultural 
and environmental quality.  

This proves to be a strong case for: 

a model of spatial planning in culture-rich territories geared on 
the configuration of the space for tourism purposes and 

a restructuring of the economic model of financing cultural 
conservation and redistributing tourist revenues across 
territories. 
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The case of Venice, one of the most important (and 
problematic) tourist destinations in Europe, serves perfectly 
this purpose. 

 

 

Case Study No. 3 

Title Cultural icons in the urban tourismscape: case study of Ghent 

Authors PP3 : M. Jansen-Verbeke, E. Lievois 

Scope Ghent, Belgium: one municipality within a NUTS III region 
(BE234) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible heritage (territorial expressions of cultural resources 
and the physical networks or tourist routes connecting them) 

 

Objectives Identify the role of built heritage elements (territorial 
expressions of cultural resources, such as monuments, 
landscapes and museums) in the mental mapping of visitors 
and how this is reflected in their activities during the visit. The 
way in which monuments and cityscapes are referred to in the 
place imaging and, as a consequence induce specific space use 
patterns is a critical issue in the understanding of visitors’ 
behaviour and experiences. 

It is therefore an empirical study analysing the link between 
urban morphology, cultural assets in particular, and the space 
use pattern of visitors. 

 

Policy 
issues 

The experiment of combining the spatial analysis of 
environmental characteristics and of visitors’ space use 
patterns opens new perspectives on the function of cultural 
elements in the shaping of urban tourism. A structural 
territorial coherence of cultural heritage elements in the city 
can be a strong asset in the urban tourismscape, especially 
when the clustering process is also supported by the location of 
secondary elements such as shops, restaurants and cafés. 

In fact, the cultural richness of the city of Ghent and its 
attraction on visitors is based on the combination of heritage 
buildings, historical cityscapes, museums, cultural facilities, 
events and festivities, and not in the least on the shopping 
facilities in or near a historical setting. So not only the 
conservation policies of the past are paying off, also the 
productivity of using the heritage assets in an economic and 
strategic way. Yet the gap between cultural conservation 
policies and incentives for cultural dynamics needs to be 
bridged taking into account that models for a creative use of 
cultural resources need to be unique in order to be competitive 
in arena of cultural tourism. 

In this perspective the results of the empirical studies carried 
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out in the inner city of Ghent allow for a further interpretation 
of the concept of territorial coherence. (Survey Ghent, 2003, 
2004). The emphasis lies on the methods of mapping and 
spatial analyses of distinct, yet connected, datasets. Clearly, 
the context of the multi-functional inner city must be taken into 
account in every study of urban dynamics.  Studying the role of 
cultural heritage in the development of the urban tourismscape 
needs to go far beyond the spatial analysis of urban 
morphology and walking routes of visitors.  Mapping both 
datasets is only a first step in the study of territorial coherence. 

Cultural dynamics in a place not only depend on the presence 
of a high density of historical buildings. (Characteristics of the 
hardware) The present uses of these buildings for public or 
commercial purposes and the image building with cultural icons 
that affect the mental map and hence the time space use of 
visitors in the destination environment (the software).  

The case study did not assess specific assets of the city, such 
as the liveliness of the city as a students’ place and many other 
intangible heritage assets of the place. The current discourse 
on commodification of traditional events as a revitalisation 
policy holds a dilemma with conservation of local traditions and 
customs (Jansen-Verbeke, 2004). This case study did not 
include information nor reflections on the organisation, 
planning and policy issues at the level of the inner city of Ghent 
(the orgware) . 

The conclusion of this case study is that a full understanding of 
how cultural resources are shaping local identities and tourism 
dynamics requires more empirical data and an in-depth 
analysis of the interaction between the different indicators. 

The question remains about the real relevance of micro scale 
empirical studies in the search for the role of cultural heritage 
in the process of identity building and local dynamics. 
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Case Study No. 4 

Title Urban cultural industries and economic development: the case 
study of four Dutch cities 

Authors PP 2: A.P. Russo, J. van der Borg 

Scope The Netherlands: four different NUTS III regions in one 
country, (Rotterdam, NL335; Den Haag, NL332; Amsterdam, 
NL326; Eindhoven, NL414)  

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible and intangible “cultural clusters”  

Objectives Focus on the conceptualisation of the effects of culture on the 
economic development trajectories of European cities, in an 
attempt to shed more light on the relevance of cultural 
industries for spatial development, addressing issues such as: 
cultural endowment, identity and urban competitiveness; 
dispersion versus concentration; cultural participation and 
social inclusion. 

At a general scale, it proposes a theoretical framework to 
interpret and possibly steer culture-oriented urban 
development: the COED model.  

 

Policy 
issues 

This paper includes a number of policy recommendations for 
sustained COED (Culture-oriented Economic Development) 
leading to increased urban competitiveness as well as a large 
number of illustrations from best practices and common 
mistakes. 

Funding schemes for cultural activity, such as Amsterdam’s 
four-year subsidy plans, are taken into consideration as an 
interesting method to stimulate a strategic attitude in arts and 
culture. 

In the field of social policy and education, various examples of 
projects of social inclusion through cultural education and 
programming are highlighted. Amsterdam’s kunstenplan is a 
good example of a cultural policy agenda that does not stop at 
the boundaries of art and culture but has the ambition to 
become a lever for generalised urban development. 

As far as infrastructure policy is concerned, a “cultural flagship” 
like Rotterdam’s waterfront redevelopment resulted in a more 
viable cultural climate. 

Finally the paper discusses innovative networking 
arrangements and governance models, looking at interesting 
initiatives taken in the four cities in the study.  
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Case Study No. 5 

Title The role of local governments in cultural promotion 

Authors PP7: J.P. Barbosa de Melo, F. Amorim 

Scope Portugal: several cities (NUTS IV areas) within a NUTS II area 
(PT12) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible and intangible (all cultural heritage) 

Objectives Analyse municipal non-capital expenditure on cultural activities, 
in order to identify the determinants of a higher or lower 
spending pattern in different municipalities. These include: 

political-economical variables (some political parties bigger 
cultural spenders than others) 

the degree of literacy 

the relative strength and tradition of cultural civic organisations 
and 

the relative importance of tourism 

Policy 
issues 

Two main issues are apparent: 

In direct relation to the case-study, it can be observed that the 
role of local authorities in the promotion of cultural events and 
in the conservation of cultural heritage should not be 
undervalued. In Portugal, particularly outside Lisbon, the 
capital, local governments bear the main responsibility for 
financing and sponsoring cultural events. All policy suggestions 
for promoting the relationship between development and 
culture should bear this in mind and specifically focus upon 
local development strategies and governance. 

Building upon the direct observation by the authors of the 
behaviour of Portuguese local political actors, it would appear 
that the growing territorial competition among local 
governments could lead to efficiency losses in the provision of 
cultural goods. Therefore, cooperation strategies between local 
governments should be specifically promoted by national 
policies for culture. 

The study pinpoints the following needs for future research: 

Develop some means of measuring the level of effort of 
regional and local authorities in the promotion of culture and 
cultural heritage. 

Analyse, on a European level, the link between local 
development and cultural promotion effort of regional and local 
authorities. 

Trace the relationship in every EU country between national 
level policies and regional/local level policies for culture.  
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Case Study No. 6 

Title Historic preservation under an innovative policy umbrella: case 
study of  Rhodes  

Authors PP 6: H. Coccossis, A. Collovini 

Scope Greece: one city within a NUTS III region (Rhodes, GR421) 

 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (all elements in a coastal area) 

Objectives Analysis of a Coastal Area Management Programme (CAMP), 
oriented towards the implementation of practical coastal 
management projects in selected Mediterranean coastal areas, 
applying Integrated Coastal Areas Management (ICAM) as a 
major planning tool, for the island of Rhodes. 

Specific measures for the medieval city of Rhodes are also 
examined and evaluated. The ultimate objective is to develop a 
general policy framework for the island. 

Policy 
issues 

The analysis of cultural heritage in the case of Rhodes 
highlights some interesting issues which are involved in terms 
of the potential and limitations of policy analysis at large 
(supra-regional, European) levels. 

First, there is an issue of scale, in the sense of masked spatial 
patterns (concentrations-dispersions, spatial distributions) 
across different spatial levels. Rhodes is a good example in the 
sense that the Medieval town at the level of the City of Rhodes 
is an entire area with a multitude of monuments in a specific 
area of the City. At the island level it is a simple concentration 
of monuments at the northernmost point. At the level of the 
Prefecture (NUTS III) it is a point in a multitude of (twelve) 
islands. So is the case if one treats the Region (South Aegean, 
NUTS II). Representations of spatial patterns and classifications 
of Regions should obviously recognize such cases and 
acknowledge limitations and in that respect treat policy issues 
accordingly. For, it is not only a matter of spatial concentration 
but also a matter of masked significance. 

Second, in terms of societal value attached to conservation as 
measured by response indicators (i.e. tourist frequencies or 
visitation patterns or perceptual patterns): Time is an 
important dimension. It may be that in different time-periods 
the same patterns (monuments, etc.) may acquire different 
relative value. For example in Rhodes with the interventions in 
the Medieval Town, a previously marginal area has been turned 
gradually into an important element of the entire City and a 
significant asset. As a consequence it can be expected that 
Rhodes (medieval town) can have a different role as an 
incubator of innovative features in local cultural heritage 
production systems in the near future, while in the past it was 
a marginal area in functional terms as well.  

Third, the linkages to other sectors may also change, as 
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described above through time, but they are also significant at a 
given time period as well. Tourism flows are stronger nowadays 
bringing in stronger linkages of the ‘cultural heritage assets’ 
with the local economy and society. These linkages are mot 
always apparent –at least are not similar- within classes in a 
classification system. Therefore a more qualitative focus should 
be incorporated at least at a policy relevance perspective. 

 

 

 

 

Case Study No. 7 

Title Disparity between culture heritage and tourist flows within the 
Pardubice Region 

Authors PP11: J. Capek, K. Lacina, P. Fabián, S. Brychtova, J. 
Komarkova, I. Mandysova, S. Simonova 

Scope Czech Republic: Pardubice region (NUTS CZ053) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (architecture and cultural activities) and intangible 
(traditions and education)  

Objectives Analyse the role of cultural heritage (architecture, museums, 
theatres and libraries, folklore dances groups, traditional 
handicraft, education) in the Pardubice region in the 
implementation of the regional strategic plan. 

Demonstrate statistically the present unsatisfactory situation in 
terms of attractiveness for both Czech and foreign visitors 

Explain the decisive strategic goal of the improvement in 
cultural heritage preservation and its contribution to the 
strengthening of the role of the “tourism industry”. 

 

Policy 
issues 

Tourism development strategy plays a significant role in the 
implementation of the Pardubice Region strategic plan. It 
underlines the significance of cultural heritage and the 
possibility of developing agro-tourism and eco-tourism in 
selected parts of the region, although, at present, the lack of 
infrastructures is a serious handicap. 

The relatively good results outlined in the case study, however, 
suggest that the strategy implemented gradually since the 
beginning of the 21st century could also be applicable in other 
European Union regions. 
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Case Study No. 8 

Title Cultural heritage and socio-demographical development of the 
Broumov lands 

Authors PP11: V. Hruby, Z. M. Zalis 

Scope Czech Republic: Hradec Králové region  (NUTS 08) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (landscape and religious monuments) 

Objectives Analyse the contribution of local heritage valorisation initiatives 
to promote tourism  and hence regional development, and thus 
contribute to the reversing of out-migratory trends 

 

Policy 
issues 

Recent research on the current social situation and possible 
future development of the region has shown very limited 
possibilities for achieving sustainable growth due to the lack of 
diversified businesses and employment opportunities. The 
custom of living under a paternalistic regime that provided 
state social care further complicates the transition to a market 
economy. A lack of traditional entrepreneurship together with 
an insufficient level of education causes a high rate of 
emigration among young people in the region. In comparison 
with the average Czech or Polish citizen, the population living in 
the region could be classified as a large group of socio-
culturally-handicapped people.  

There is therefore a challenge to revitalise the rich cultural 
heritage of the region through integration and qualified 
implementation of specific measures to achieve regional 
development. These include tourism activities, such as agro- 
and eco-tourism, through the enhancement and utilisation of 
local natural and cultural resources; and initiatives in the 
sphere of cross-border cooperation, taking advantage of 
opportunities given by European integration. 

Such an orientation coincides with European Union strategy 
and the experience can perhaps be applied in other regions. 
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Case Study No. 9 

Title Impact of selected categories of cultural heritage on the 
increase of attractiveness of selected areas in Slovakia 

Authors PP11: M. Konvit, M. Dudas, P. Horvath, M. Zaborsky 

Scope Slovakia: Zilina (NUTS III SK 031) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (monuments and museums)  

Objectives Demonstrate how traditional cultural elements (folk 
architecture, castles, museums and a unique railway)  can be 
incorporated as a key element in a long-term tourism 
development strategy in a region situated in the multimodal 
trans-European transport corridor (east/west, north/south) 
where national parks, thermal springs and ski resorts constitute 
the main attractions for tourists. 

 

Policy 
issues 

Although economic development in Slovakia is driven mainly by 
foreign investments and tourism’s mainstay is recreational 
sport, cultural heritage can play a supportive influence in 
determining the attractiveness of a particular region and, 
hence, on the decision to visit it. 

As the principal heritage elements are situated outside the 
urban areas, it can also encourage the economic development 
of such regions. Obviously the decision-making process of 
foreign investors places the highest priority on existing 
infrastructure and cheap labour force. However, culture and 
cultural heritage can play their role as a factor in maintaining a 
certain balance between urban and rural development trends. 
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Case Study No. 10 

Title South West Romania: heritage-led development of a rural 
region 

Authors PP4: M.M. Friel, A.P. Russo 

Scope Romania: two NUTS III regions (RO042 and RO045) within one 
NUTS II area (Southwest Romania, RO04) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (monuments and religious buildings) 

Objectives Analyse the ways in which cultural heritage -especially religious 
built heritage- could lead to territorial development and re-
qualification in Oltenia, S. W. Romania when Romania and 
Bulgaria join the European Union in 2007. 

More general insights on the changing role of culture in newly 
incorporated states in the EU can also be abstracted from the 
study. 

 

Policy 
issues 

The changing political framework facing new members of the 
EU will lead to greater cultural complexity but also to new 
opportunities for development strategies based on the 
recognition and valorisation of culture. Certainly, in Romania, 
awareness of the value of cultural heritage in development 
strategies and of the great importance of the involvement of 
local communities in such strategies has been increasing in the 
last few years. Official government statements point to the 
importance of culture for territorial development through the 
selection of cultural landmarks and the creation of inter-
sectorial partnerships, on a public-private and central-local 
basis. The main objectives earmarked through this strategy are 
the protection of the community’s material memory and the 
community’s economic development in terms of new jobs, 
development of services and promotion of the entrepreneurial 
spirit. 

Southwest Romania emerges as an interesting tourist 
destination even if many difficulties arise from the lack of funds 
for promotion and from the negative image of the county’s 
infrastructures. Even though accessibility to the territory and to 
heritage attractions is quite good, considerable improvements 
are needed in tourism infrastructures, such as upgrading the 
roads, public transport, tourist information offices and other 
tourism facilities, for these are completely inadequate for 
present needs and especially with a view to future enlargement 
of tourism flows. 

At present there is a strategic plan at national and regional 
level for the management and promotion of the religious built 
heritage and cultural tourism is considered as a strategic 
priority for the Region, but these initiatives have not been very 
effective to date with regard to local development. The 
enhancement of current strategies are intended to favour, on 
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the one hand, an awareness in the local community of the 
value of their cultural heritage and the preservation and 
valorisation of their natural and cultural heritage and, on the 
other, a reduction of existing regional disparities through 
stimulation of a more balanced development as well as the 
prevention of the development of new imbalances. 

On the other hand, the cooperation of different actors 
operating both in the cultural heritage protection and tourism 
promotion areas could help in developing an environment 
favourable to innovation and entrepreneurship and to the 
creation of new jobs based on tourism and to a gradual rise 
and widening of tourist flows. 

Nonetheless, many weaknesses remain in cultural heritage 
management, such as scarce availability of financial sources for 
protection, the weakness of the legislative system, the 
safeguarding of the surrounding natural heritage, the 
prevention of illegal constructions and the lack of technical 
equipment, while higher levels of training would be needed in 
the field of conservation, project management and territorial 
marketing. The general state of conservation therefore remains 
deficient and even if many efforts are being made to establish 
cooperation between different levels of power, the financing 
and management structure often remains unclear or 
incomplete.  

Even so, considering the value and the uniqueness of this 
heritage and its very favourable distribution over the territory 
from a tourism point of view, the potential for generating 
visitor revenues could be quite significant and further efforts 
should be made by national and local authorities to support the 
Region in improving its capacity to support tourism at the three 
main levels: networking, promotion and training. The three 
lines of this approach would be complementary to one another: 

Networking to improve inter-sectorial integration between 
culture and tourism with simultaneous modernization of the 
tourist industry and  the creation of a system interlinking the 
different cultural sites, in particular the monasteries mentioned 
above 

The creation of a communications and marketing strategy to 
promote the area and to lead to the inclusion of Oltenia as a 
package tour in tour operator catalogues  

Training to give the local population the skills and specific 
competencies needed in the field of tourist products and 
services. 

These experiences can serve as a guideline for development in 
other newly incorporated states in the EU in the future.  
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Case Study No. 11 

Title The cultural product “Network of Spanish Jewish sites” 

Authors PP4:  A.P. Russo, F. Romagosa 

Scope Spain: several cities connected by a network, main network 
hub in Girona (ES512) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (all objects related to a religion) 

Objectives Analysis of a network of cities with related cultural heritage 
with its own structure, creating itineraries and hierarchies. This 
study can be classified as a network level of analysis, in the 
sense that it is devoted to cities with related cultural heritage 
with a distinctive structure, creating itineraries and hierarchies. 

 

Contribute to the knowledge of good practices in management 
of the cultural heritage in Spain, stressing the relevance of 
trans-territorial (supra-local, cross-regional, European) 
governance structures to foster the development of a specific 
cultural theme in Spain, that is, the Jewish heritage. 

 

Policy 
issues 

The Network contributes to the different functions of culture 
(explained in WP3): 

- conservation of cultural heritage 

- production of culture and 

- valorisation of culture. 

 

As a result, a number of policy recommendations can be 
established, for the diffusion of this best-practice experience 
beyond Spain, at European Union level: 

Impact of cultural governance: the effect of this innovative 
type of management of the cultural resources (product 
development, marketing, support to participation and 
stakeholdership, creation of an effective management network, 
etc.) on their capacity to achieve social and economic 
development objectives is evident, as has been explained. This 
kind of management strategy should be extended to other 
cultural heritage planning and management strategies. 

Cross-border policies: the effect of cross-border cooperation on 
the good management and valorisation of cultural resources 
can not be negligible and the expansion of the Network through 
the rest of Europe can be considered a priority. It can also be 
quoted as a good practice to be applied to other kinds of 
cultural resources in the very near future. 

Impact of tourism policies: as in many other case studies, it is 
clearly shown that tourism is one of the most important ways 
of using cultural heritage. In fact, the Network has an 
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important role as a tourist attractor agent in the cities where it 
is established and, at the same time, it contributes to the value 
generation capacity of cultural resources. The way the Network 
works in this sense is optimal and also can be a best practice to 
follow in other fields and countries. 

Culture-led regeneration: the Network has demonstrated the 
capacity of this cultural strategy to achieve an enhancement in 
the development opportunities of the cities where it is 
established, the strengthening  of local  tangible  cultural 
heritage (in this case, Jewish quarters) by redefining  and  
valorising intangible heritage assets (through events, etc.). 

 
In fact, all the cities in the Network consider their membership 
to be really positive and profitable. For all these reasons it can 
be concluded that this Network is a good example of cultural 
heritage management and we recommend  the implementation 
of similar policies, based on cultural networks rather than 
focusing on local cultural resources, in other European 
countries where commonly shared heritage exists. 
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Case Study No. 12 

Title Cathedral tourism in England: worshippers and visitors 

Authors PP5: M. Shackley, R. Welton 

Scope UK: whole country (UK0) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible (cathedrals) 

Objectives Analyse the economic significance of English cathedrals within 
their urban contexts, examing to what extent the appeal of the 
English cathedral to visitors is related to their social, religious 
or economic background. 

 

Policy 
issues 

Four issues are identified: 

The relationship between the cathedral, local, regional and 
national government. There is a lack of Government funding 

for cathedrals in England that, in fact, compete as visitor 
attractions with National Museums which offer free entry. More 
cathedrals will probably need to charge for admission in the 
future, despite theological objections.   

The conflict in cathedral governance between the priorities of 
church and state, and between the needs of worshippers and 
tourists. Because cathedral congregations represent a very 
small segment of the UK population there is a low awareness of 
their local and regional economic and educational significance. 
This could be addressed by better integration of cathedrals into 
the 9 Regional Development Agencies. Only those of 
international importance (such as York Minster) as heritage 
assets are in practice closely integrated into regional 
frameworks 

Methodological difficulties in collecting data about institutions 
whose location is historically determined, whose stock is fixed, 
for which  accurate visitor numbers are not available and 
whose catchment areas are unrelated to NUTS III regions. 
Accessing cathedral and church data is possible, but this is not 
the case with buildings belonging to England’s non-Christian 
ethnic minorities (dominated by Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus) of 
which no central register exists, although it would be most 
useful in policy studies.  

The single most significant policy implication drawn from this 
case study is perhaps that the British government should find 
new ways to invest in the maintenance and repair of its 
cathedrals, which are both significant visitor attractions and 
powerful generators of local and regional economic benefits. 
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Case Study No. 13 

Title Identity  as a vehicle  for multicultural understanding and  
tolerance: the case of Bolzano, Italy 

Authors LP: J. Van der Borg 

Scope Italy: city of Bolzano (NUTS III ITD10) 

Type of 
heritage 

Tangible and intangible elements that make up “cultural 
identity” 

Objectives Analyse how the policies and initiatives in cultural development 
applied as an absolute priority by the Municipal and Provincial 
government of Bolzano during the last decade, have enabled 
the city to gain renewed attractiveness over the last five years 
and reverse negative demographic trends. 

The explicit presence of two cultures in the city -the Italian and 
the German- make Bolzano an interesting but complicated 
case. The study examines the initiatives designed to facilitate 
cultural integration and thus demonstrate how culture can 
serve as a tool for social inclusion and community 
development. 

 

Policy 
issues 

By cultivating the identities of the population segments the 
distinct cultural features have become fundamental assets that 
facilitate cultural growth. In effect, culture initiatives, like the 
public sector and its policies in general, have carefully been 
divided in activities managed and performed for both parts of 
the population. Increasingly, cultural events are being 
organised that appeal to the German and the Italian speaking 
populations alike. In fact, before this change of orientation, 
most of the public efforts went to the countryside and had 
popular (German) culture as the principal beneficiary and 
(German) tourists as the main public.  

Facilitating cultural integration is but one of the objectives of 
this change in the approach. While it seems premature to 
speak about a cluster of creative activities in the case of 
Bolzano, different stakeholders are indeed working together 
with increasing frequency to realise new ideas and initiatives. 

In the past, the co-existence of German speaking and Italian 
speaking populations has led to tensions and even to violence. 
Times have changed and today the different populations are 
living together peacefully. The fact that the society has always 
been built on a German and Italian speaking population has 
finally been recognised as an asset. This mixture of cultures, 
mentalities and traditions proves to be greatly appreciated. 
Now, the opportunities that the multicultural society offers 
should be cashed in upon. The city of Bolzano may very well 
become an international benchmark in that sense: multi-
culturality as a unique selling point. In this context, culture has 
played and still plays an important role.  

This does not mean that the integration process has been 
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completed. To accelerate the process, cultural development has 
proven to be a powerful tool. Cultural events are important 
vehicles for enhancing tolerance and understanding, and 
therefore are fostering the integration processes. Policymakers 
pay special attention to those events and other expressions of 
culture that enhance participation of both the German and the 
Italian speaking population and that favour mutual 
understanding and tolerance. The fragmentation of financial 
support or policy efforts based on cultural divisions should 
gradually disappear and be concentrated in a limited number of 
flagship projects. 

Amongst the various performing arts, especially music and 
dance have an explicitly integrating character. But also in other 
art forms a mixed audience is getting more common. This 
trend is fostered by the Municipal and Provincial Governments, 
also because the funding of performances that either attracted 
German or Italian public is not always the most efficient way of 
stimulating cultural development, as a result of the likely lack 
of critical mass required for excellence. Furthermore, art 
production stimulates mutual comprehension and 
understanding.  

What should not be forgotten in the context is that the 
multicultural character of Bolzano has become one of its 
principal assets. Integration must therefore not lead to an 
annihilation of the particular characteristics and differences that 
exist in the Italian and the German speaking populations and 
the identities that both groups are expressing. On the contrary, 
these differences must to a certain extent be cultivated and 
valorised. By enforcing mutual understanding and tolerance the 
local society has proved to become truly sustainable from a 
socio-cultural point of view. 
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Case Study No. 14 

Title Language usage as an indicator of integration: the example of 
Switzerland 

Authors PP1: O. Alifiarovich, M. Rulle 

Scope Switzerland: whole country (CH0) 

Type of 
heritage 

Intangible (language) 

Objectives Analyse the level of cultural integration of immigrants in Swiss 
society using the language spoken by them in their everyday 
life as an indicator. 

The overall, more general objective is to provide insights on the 
validity of the various initiatives applied in an attempt to 
achieve integration. 

 

Policy 
issues 

The language which people acquire is very important to the 
way in which they interpret the world around them. Language 
is not only a means of communicating thoughts and ideas, but 
it forges friendships, cultural ties and economic relationships. 
In short, language retention helps to maintain feelings of 
cultural kinship. Thus the analysis of languages used by 
immigrants is indicative of the level of their integration and 
their possibilities to develop in the recipient society. 

In this case, it is possible to say that the majority of the foreign 
population in Switzerland speaks one of the national languages 
as a main or even as a colloquial language. Indirectly this 
means that their ability to integrate socially in Swiss society is 
quite high and, in fact, the integration of foreigners can be 
considered successful, since only a few incidents of xenophobia 
have occurred. 

It should be noted that: 

Local Swiss authorities try to help immigrants: e.g. through 
special educational courses in the native language for some 
nationalities. Studies show that those who attend these courses 
master the official language better. Moreover they develop 
their personal identity more easily and improve their chances for 
integration and development in the Swiss society.  

In order to be naturalized, the applicant must, among other 
aspects, be well acquainted with one of the national languages. 

While the Swiss language minorities are being protected and 
supported and their mutual understanding are encouraged, the 
native languages of the foreign population have been 
neglected. A new appreciation of multilingualism and 
interculturality can be a particular opportunity that benefits 
both the internal changers of the language and the speakers of 
foreign languages. As a result, the cultural policy concerning 
languages will require adapting to the new situation. 
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Switzerland clearly appears to accept that integration is a 
constant process as a result of the ever-changing composition 
of immigrants from different countries, always in need of 
adaptation to the present situation. Although the administration 
constantly has to make improvements, the policies aimed at 
the integration of foreigners and the improvement of language 
skills in Switzerland could be a role model for other European 
countries. 

 

 

Case Study No. 15 

Title The Sorbian language representing an ethnic minority: 
distribution, dangers and political impacts 

Authors PP1: M. Rulle, S. Brandt, C. Berlin, S.Miscke 

Scope Germany: two NUTS I regions in one country (Brandenburg 
DE4, Sachsen DED)  

Type of 
heritage 

Intangible (language) 

Objectives Analyse Sorbian culture, including their traditions and customs, 
but principally the development and dispersion of the Sorbian 
language, which is a central feature of their identity and 
probably the most important carrier of cultural information, to 
such an extent that the loss of the language would seriously 
endanger the survival of the culture.  

The analysis of the political and judicial conditions of the 
language at different political levels and the Sorbian 
educational system thus contributes to one of the main 
objectives of the ESPON project: the understanding and 
illustration of the spatial and functional diversity of cultural 
heritage and identity in European regions. 

 

Policy 
issues 

The most important and legally binding agreements for the 
Sorbs and the other European minorities are the initiatives 
developed by the Council of Europe (“Framework Convention 
for the Protection of National Minorities”, 2nd February 1998 
and “European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages” 1st 
January 1999 in Germany). The central idea of the “European 
Charter for Regional or Minority Languages” is that the use of 
these languages in the private sphere will not suffice for future 
continuity. Therefore, the focus of the agreement is the right to 
use a regional or minority language in private and public. The 
principles and aims of the Charter have to be fulfilled by the 
signing country, including 100 precise measures concerning 
education, justice, administration, media, culture, economic 
and social life and cross-border exchange. 

The example of the Sorbian minority illustrates and examines 
the situation facing the variety of cultural identities and 
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languages within a single state, in this case Germany. Although 
some problems remain (such as loopholes in the legislation, 
lagging implementation of agreements), it can certainly provide 
insights on a recurring –and ever growing- issue in the 
European Union. These include: 

The need to provide additional legislative protection for 
minority languages, as the Land of Brandenburg and the Free 
State of Saxony has done, covering: the protection and support 
of their education, culture, media and economy; the right to 
use the Sorbian language in public; and the appointment of 
Councils and Commissioners for Sorbian affairs. However, 
although regulation seems to be adequate, the implementation 
and political and financial support could be organized more 
effectively.   Nevertheless, a minority article in the German 
Constitution at Federal state level might constitute a better 
legal foundation for the Sorbs as well as other minorities in 
Germany. 

The validity of certain approaches to vitalising the language 
through the creation of numerous Sorbian associations, 
federations and institutions under an “umbrella” federation 
(Domowina). 

The important role of the media, through the obligation of state 
radio and TV stations to transmit programmes in the Sorbian 
language. 

The main target should be the passing on of the language to 
future generations, which can be achieved by regulating its use 
in day-care facilities for children (through language immersion) 
and in the education system in general. It fact, since legislation 
in 1999, the number of pupils interested in the Sorbian 
language has increased steadily. 

The economic underdevelopment of Lusatia encourages 
emigration, thus denying Sorbs the opportunity to to use their 
language. 

The statutory framework for the Sorbian people in connection 
with the government aid forms a solid basis for the future and 
is in many respects an expression of an exemplary minority 
policy, which includes the application of “positive 
discrimination” in certain circumstances. Nevertheless, many 
experts consider that minorities will be faced with the process 
of assimilation at some time in the future. In general, the 
preservation of the language and culture of minorities is mainly 
endangered by unfavourable economic and social conditions. 
The state can establish a legal and financial basis to enable the 
minority population to protect itself against imminent 
assimilation. However, the most important precondition for the 
preservation of a minority culture remains the determination of 
the people themselves to maintain their culture and identity. 

 

 



 

 215

Case Study No. 16 

Title Ethnical diversity and regional development of eastern 
borderland regions in Poland, Lithuania and Latvia 

Authors PP9: M. Kowalski, J. Solon 

Scope Eastern borderland regions in Poland (PL341), Lithuania 
(LT00A) and Latvia (LV005). 

Type of 
heritage 

Intangible (ethnic and religious minorities) 

Objectives Analyse the considerable diversity of the ethnical structure of 
the border regions of Poland, Lithuania and Latvia with the 
purpose of: 

Defining the meaning of heritage for each of these regions, 

Identifying how heritage functions in present-day 
circumstances, 

Examining how it effects both regional society and regional 
cultural, social and economic development and, finally, 

Demonstrating in what way it affects relations between Poland, 
Lithuania and Latvia and between the EU member states and 
their eastern neighbours (Russia and Belarus) 

The overall, more general objective is to provide insights on the 
role of ethnical diversity in regional development.  

 

Policy 
issues 

Conflicts of ethnic or religious character do not represent a 
serious problem where the minority populations constitute a 
limited share of the total. On the contrary, the presence of 
minority groups and the monuments of their culture enriches 
the cultural image of the region, and constitutes an important 
element in attracting tourist traffic. 

On the other hand, where minority groups are more numerous, 
more vivacious and noticeable and, hence, perceived as an 
economic or cultural rival, relations between the communities 
are more stressed. 

The existence of tense relationships, due to a visible or even 
underlying conflict, hinders economic development. 

However, the varied circumstances, composition of groups, 
political background and policies have led to a wide range of 
resulting situations and relationships in the border regions of 
the countries studied. Consequently, it is difficult to formulate 
other generalisations, so it is preferable to observe “best 
practices” and certain potentially conflictive issues that have 
arisen. 

Polish borderlands: 

The presence of the Lithuanian group, and the privileges it was 
granted, form a significant factor in the shaping of the good 
neighbourhood relations with the Republic of Lithuania, and 
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have an indirect impact on the situation of Polish population in 
Lithuania. 

Logically, the presence of a Belarusian minority should also 
constitute a tangible element in shaping the relations with the 
Belarusian state. The attitude of the current Belarusian 
authorities, though, makes mutual collaboration in this domain 
difficult. The Belarusian population living in Poland enjoys much 
better conditions for developing their culture than the 
Belarusians living in Belarus itself. Hence, the situation of the 
Belarusians in Poland does not have any influence on the 
situation of Poles in Belarus, where the self-organisation 
activity of the local Poles is treated with a high degree of 
distrust from the side of the authorities. 

Lithuania and Latvia: 

The ethnic question has much greater significance in the region 
of Vilna in Lithuania and in the Latvian Latgalia. Ethnic 
differentiation is much higher there, and the resulting conflicts 
are much more serious. The social and economic advantages 
resulting from the cultural diversity are to a much larger extent 
overshadowed by the negative phenomena resulting from 
ethnically based tensions. 

In the case of the region of Vilna the tensions associated with 
the presence of the sizeable Polish minority exert a negative 
impact not only on internal relations, but also on relations 
between Poland and Lithuania. Many Lithuanians perceive the 
liveliness of Polish culture not only as a threat to the territorial 
integrity of Lithuania, but also as a danger for Lithuanian 
cultural heritage. In this situation the presence of numerous 
tourists from Poland is not always seen as an element serving 
the development of the region and good neighbourly relations 
between the two countries. 

The presence of the Russian and Belarusian minorities in 
Lithuania, highly controversial at the beginning of the 1990s, 
does not give rise nowadays to such negative emotions. This is 
a positive element in the shaping of the relatively correct 
relations with the Russian Federation. One can see it especially 
well against the background of the less correct relations 
between Russia and the remaining Baltic states (Latvia, 
Estonia). 

In the case of Latgalia it is the Latvian-Russian conflict that 
comes to the forefront. The peripheral location of the region 
and its economic collapse are additional negative factors 
shaping the socio-economic situation. The region features the 
highest unemployment rate in the country. These 
circumstances are highly disadvantageous for the development 
capacities associated with cultural wealth and the natural 
assets of the region, which could otherwise be the backbone of 
economic growth. The tense relations between the Latvian and 
the Russian populations impact negatively on the Latvian-
Russian relations, this fact being also reflected in a negative 
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manner in the Latvian-Belarusian relations. All this exerts a 
disadvantageous influence on the possibilities of the socio-
economic development of the regions located on both sides of 
the border. The Latvian-Russian conflict, though, echoes in the 
improvement of the situation of Latvian Poles. Polish population 
is treated by the Latvian authorities as an ally in the struggle 
with the Russian domination in the region. The cultural and 
educational undertakings of the Polish community find support 
from the Latvian authorities. Friendly relations between Poland 
and Latvia are partly a reflection of this fact. 

  

 

 

 

Case Study No. 17 

Title Savonlinna Opera Festival as an engine of the local tourism 
industry 

Authors PP10: J. Suvantola 

Scope Finland: one NUTS III area (Etelä-Savo, FI131) 

Type of 
heritage 

Intangible (events) 

Objectives Analyse the economic impact and public support for the 
Savonlinna Opera Festival with the more general objective of 
examining the impact of event-led tourism development 
through network creation and stakeholder training 

Policy 
issues 

In the case analysed, the direct impact of visitors in the local 
economy is mainly limited to opera ticket purchase and 
transport to and from the airport. However, this can not be 
accounted for solely by the town’s policy of providing very 
limited financial support. The lack of additional accommodation 
clearly sets limits that the shuttle-flight arrangement adopted 
is designed to solve.  

Economically, one can argue that increasing public support for 
such well established events is not justifiable.  Events of this 
kind (annual single events) have developed strategies to run in 
the economic environment in which they take place. However, 
the local economic viability could be greatly enhanced, if the 
local communities recognized the significance of such events 
for the local economy.  

It is not a simple task to make a reliable estimation of the 
economic impacts of an event. Governments could help by 
providing such knowledge in order to allow the local people and 
politicians to have an informed opinion about the relative 
importance of the events. Undoubtedly, not all cultural events 
are a good investment; sometimes the money pumped into 
them could be better used in other pursuits. By having access 
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to the necessary information, local communities would be 
better equipped to commit themselves to what they rightly 
perceive as precious events. This kind of public support would 
allow the events to develop more independently of private 
support and, hence, individual interests. It would foster 
circumstances in which local and translocal networking around 
the event would be highly beneficial for the production of 
economically viable events by revealing the benefits of doing so 
to all concerned.  

 

 

 

Case Study No. 18 

Title Contribution of cultural events in rural development: the “Jazz 
in Marciac” case 

Authors PP3: F. Potier, P. Zegel 

Scope France: one NUTSIII region (Mariac, FR …) 

Type of 
heritage 

Intangible (events) 

Objectives Analyse the contribution of an event -the “Jazz in Marciac” 
festival- to the sustainable development of a rural area and, 
hence, at a more general scale, identify initiatives that can be 
applied in other similar areas 

 

 

The undoubted success of the “Jazz in Marciac” festival is the 
result of the following synthesis: 

The quality of the programming 

The overall attractiveness of the venue, including the well 
preserved natural environment, and a rich cultural heritage, 
including historic buildings, local gastronomy and wines 

The associative and authentic spirit of the project, which gained 
the support of the inhabitants and local players whose 
mobilization constitute a fundamental part of this success. 

 

Although the festival was born as a simple desire to create 
interest in a village threatened by rural exodus, it has become 
a driving force for the tourist development of the region and 
even served as the catalyst for the progressive establishment 
of a sustainable economy in an entire territory, the 
transformation of the town into a major cultural centre in the 
region and an identity that oversteps the limits of the region. 

The initiators of the festival -a spontaneous creation dating 
from 1978- proved their capacity for innovation in a rural 
environment and the pattern followed could serve as a model 
for other regions with similar problems. The many initiatives 
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that have contributed to local development include: 

The establishment of a programme of jazz concerts at regular 
monthly intervals, in addition to the annual festival in 1988 

The opening of a Jazz Museum in Marciac in 1992 

The creation of a jazz section in the local secondary school in 
1993 

The uniquely cooperative nature of the organisational structure, 
composed of only 6 employees and over 600 volunteers in a 
non-profit association. Although 68% of the budget is covered 
by self-financing, there is also an active partnership policy with 
46 contributors, ranging from EU to local administrative bodies 
and including private companies. 

Territorial appropriation and involvement, through the 
mobilisation of the entire region, not only as volunteers, but 
also as accommodation providers (5500 bednights during the 
festival) 

Constant reinvestment by the association in order to renew 
attractiveness and thus encourage the establishment of 
customer loyalty  

Economic fallout from the Jazz in Marciac festival in 2000 was 
estimated at 4.6 millions euros. This has made Marciac an 
attractive centre that benefits various local economic sectors, 
particularly tourism, retail trade, hostelry, restaurants and real 
estate. In particular: a new 25 room hotel was opened, the 
town hall Café re-opened in 2001 (after 20 years), the mini-
market was saved from closure, restaurant activity has spread 
all over the year. Alongside Marciac’s lake, to the north of the 
town, a tourist facility was built in a landscaped park of almost 
1 hectare. This tourist space includes a residence of 350 beds, 
a fitness centre and a swimming pool. The village is hence 
linked in a “tourist economy”. Moreover, the potential of local 
heritage as a tourist attraction has been taken into account by 
the authorities, for the regional council now promotes the 
protection and rehabilitation of built heritage by granting funds 
to the municipalities through the “major site” procedure. 
Beyond the monumental heritage, other procedures are held to 
improve the habitat that fully takes part to the local heritage 
and identity of the territory. 

This case study serves as an example of how a single, non-
professional cultural initiative can become a real driving force 
for local development, creating an important, regional cultural 
and tourist pole. Moreover, by developing both a permanent 
cultural activity and others at regular intervals, Jazz in Marciac 
introduced new dynamics to the region beyond the summer 
period. In this rural territory, the networking of small 
communes is an essential support to maintain an enlarged, 
coherent and strengthened development. 

Cultural heritage can thus constitute an asset to valorise tourist 
development or enhance attractiveness, while it also infers 
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some obligations of upkeep, protection and transmission. 

 

 

 

Case Study No. 19 

 Title Revamping intangible heritage for the dynamisation of Salento 
territory:  La Notte della Taranta 

Authors LP: G. Serinelli 

Scope Italy: one NUTS III region (Lecce, IT915) 

Type of 
heritage 

Intangible (music and events) 

Objectives Analyse the role of the revival of “tarantismo” –a complex 
musical expression- as a means through which the people of 
the Salento region in Italy are defining or redefining their 
authentic and original cultural identity. This region is an 
important workshop where the paths of globalization and the 
need for cultural identity intersect. The spontaneous 
movements that have sprung up against globalization have 
spurned people from this region to question their cultural 
identity and their relationships with each other.  

The case also provides insights on some of the trends resulting 
from the ambivalent treatment received by globalization, a 
process that demands increasing homogeneity, while 
emphasizing local uniqueness. 

 

Policy 
issues 

The Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural 
heritage, adopted by the UNESCO during its “General 
Conference of Paris” in October 2003 tackles the issue of the 
possible protection of intangible heritage. 

However, this case raises the issue of defining which elements 
of this particular type of heritage should be safeguarded. Today 
many “popular” festivals appear frequently as outsiders: some 
are proposed as flagship events, in tourist itineraries and 
communicated through mass communication networks. Many of 
them are seen as consumer goods. 

Hence the search for deep, anthropological ritual or symbolic 
roots related to the identity of the Salento region through the 
pizzica dance has become a juvenile, mass entertainment in 
the form of the Notte della Taranta in which original elements 
have been displaced from their contexts and mixed with many 
other heterogeneous and unauthentic components. The event 
has been incorporated into the subordinate cultures of the 
consumer market in the form of concerts, discs and cds. 

It should, however, be noted that, long before the 
establishment of the Notte della Taranta festival, the 
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authenticity of “tarantismo” had succumbed to a process that 
could be defined as “contamination” or “expropriation”. 
Obviously, a festival cannot be protected in the same way as 
an artistic work, because it is mainly a living organism. The 
festival is, in fact, an attempt to achieve a form of protection 
better adapted to folkloric events, but political and economic 
interests, together with juvenile tendencies, seem to prevail 
without a real return for the local communities in terms of 
cultural improvement, the strengthening of their identity and 
the protection of their patrimony. But this tradition -an 
evocative metaphor of Salento society and culture- doesn’t 
deserve to disappear or become trivial; on the contrary, it 
deserves to return to its historical and associate-cultural values 
and can aspire to be recognized as World Heritage. 

The authors suggest that the keys to achieve these goals 
include: 

The diffusion of a deeper knowledge of the traditions and 
musical skills, laying onus on the local authorities to improve 
information and knowledge and count on the contribution of 
older people who are considered a model for learning to play 
instruments and dance. 

Despite the lack of funding to protect, valorise and catalogue 
this kind of heritage, the festival constitutes a project related to 
memory, but which can innovate, change and re-create, thus 
generating a positive impact in terms of image and interest for 
the Salento region. 

Such a new cultural identity can be used as a sort of brand, 
that can, in turn, stimulate tourism, fashion and develop a 
music market for new groups inspired by the musical traditions 
of their territory. 

The event must become a vehicle for continuity and continuous 
development for it must be accepted that this event by now is 
a “genetically modified” tradition and a social fashion. 

Although it is important to underline that this event is driven by 
economic interests, it is also based on cultural initiatives that 
aim to enhance the value of the region and define its cultural 
identity better. 
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5 European cultural heritage and identity: towards a 
European spatial policy for culture 

 

5.1 Introduction 

The variety and richness of cultural heritage, both material as well as immaterial, is a 
resource that offers Europe a privileged position in the world. The maps and the case 
studies that have been presented in this Final Report illustrate these facts. Its 
uniqueness, however, is not only an opportunity but an implicit threat as well. Being 
non reproducible, excessive pressure on heritage may compromise its (physical) 
integrity permanently and under the influence of societal and economic changes its 
authenticity may be definitively altered. 

The ESDP fosters the wise management of our cultural heritage. It favours the 
sustainability of the use of the cultural heritage considered on one hand as an 
important vehicle of diffusion and knowledge of cultural details in a heterogeneous 
territory like Europe, guaranteeing regional and local identities; on the other hand as 
an important opportunity for economic development. The results of ESPON 1.3.3 on 
the territorial dimension of Europe’s heritage may be a unique tool to implement the 
ESDP objectives related to the intelligent managing of European cultural heritage. 

In fact, cultural heritage is considered by ESDP in its two fundamental dimensions: 
one part being cultural landscapes, the other one being heritage cities, cultural sites 
and monuments. Even though official definitions of cultural heritage suggest to adopt 
the widest notion of heritage, including immaterial elements and other outcomes of 
human creativity, it is very difficult to use such a broad definition when one wants to 
quantify the issues regarding the conservation of heritage and its consequences for 
regional planning.  

It is beyond doubt that Europe takes a leading position in the importance of heritage 
cities, cultural sites and monuments as well as in the diversity of cultural landscapes 
with respect to the rest of the world. An indication for this might be the world-wide 
distribution of “protected landscapes” (IUCN-category V) of which about 60% are 
located in Europe. Moreover, according to UNESCO more than 80% of global cultural 
heritage is European. That said, cultural heritage is subject to wanted or unwanted 
transformations. Problems like the uncontrolled urban sprawl, increasing traffic 
volume, expanding commercial areas and mass tourism lead to a substantial 
devaluation of cultural heritage. 

Landscapes can be imagined as consisting of different layers, one being natural and 
the other one cultural. The natural landscape is the original landscape untouched by 
man, while the cultural landscape can be seen as a derivative natural landscape 
whose balance, structure and view is more or less influenced by human use. 
According to the intensity of human impact and transformation cultural landscapes 
can be further divided (see the figure below). Structural changes in agriculture on 
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global scale with diverse regional effects are considered to be a main threat to 
traditional cultural landscapes, not only through more intensive agriculture but also 
owing to abandonment, resulting in a highly extensive use via fallow land and 
disforestation - above all in peripheral rural areas. 

As far as the cultural heritage is concerned, a broad notion of cultural assets should 
be adopted, meaning that cultural richness can not be measured only in terms of 
“built” heritage, that is heritage cities, cultural sites and monuments, but immaterial 
elements should be considered too. 

In spatial terms, the first category of assets includes, in fact, those with the deepest 
territorial roots. They are neither “footloose” nor reproducible. As a consequence, they 
are particularly fragile and highly sensible to their mode of use. These aspects turn 
out to be crucial for spatial planning purposes and therefore for the ESDP programme. 
Heritage cities, cultural sites and monuments have to be treated as a precious resource 
to the society and the community, rather than a constraint to social and economic 
development. Therefore, they require to be used in a balanced way, on one hand 
respecting the degree of complexity of their social and urban fabric, on the other hand 
keeping in line with the optimal use of highly non-reproducible resources. 

The second type of endowment is represented by those assets that are both footloose 
and reproducible in theory. The analysis that has been presented in the previous parts of 
the Final Report, notwithstanding of the shortcomings that some of the statistical 
material presents, illustrates that there is a strong relationship between the presence of 
cultural heritage in the strict sense and cultural heritage in the broad sense. Only a small 
number of particular regions were able to create excellence or a cultural cluster from 
scratch (emblematic examples in this respect are the cities of Bilbao, Essen and Lille). 

Figure 59 on the next page, slightly adapted by the TPG from the one developed in the 
context of the SPESP project 1.7, may be used to put the different aspects of cultural 
landscapes and heritage in their proper context and may therefore be used to give an 
interpretation of the regional typologies that emerged form our previous spatial analysis. 

It has also been said more than once, and some of the case studies clearly illustrate 
this, that tourism is one of the most important ways of using the cultural heritage. 
Indeed, cultural tourism is by now one of the fastest expanding segments of the 
tourism market and brings very relevant social and economic opportunities as well as 
serious risks. But again, if not intelligently managed, tourism may generate important 
negative externalities, such as pollution and congestion as well as adverse social, 
economic and cultural impacts on the host community. Heritage cities, being cultural 
heritage in Europe in many cases an urban phenomenon, deserve some special 
attention because they are huge concentrations of material and immaterial cultural 
heritage. The appropriate utilisation of cultural heritage is therefore even more 
important, as heritage cities are extremely sensitive to the negative consequences of 
tourism. This is due to the fragile nature of the cultural assets, and to the potential 
conflict that there may exist between the use of the resources for tourist purposes and 
the normal functions a city has to provide for its inhabitants. Therefore, the 
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sustainable use of the cultural heritage, especially in the case of heritage cities, 
demands an extraordinary planning effort. 

 

Figure 59 Structure of the Cultural Heritage. Our Elaboration of  SPESP 1.7  
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The territorial scale of planning is a factor of crucial importance, as mass tourism is an 
economic phenomenon with inherent spatial features. Therefore, “tourist regions”, being 
either cultural landscapes or areas socially and economically affected by the presence of 
individual parts like monuments, span different administrative units and can even have 
cross-border characteristics. In most cases, areas benefiting by the presence of the 
heritage do not correspond with the areas which bear the costs from that use. Seldom 
do local administrations or regional governments have the institutional capacity to plan 
for the sustainable development of tourism in its region of relevance. Planning for a 
sustainable use of the heritage requires in the first place to understand and to regulate 
the demand side, but in most cases this has not proved sufficient. An adequate attention 
should therefore be given to the management of the supply side, and to the 
environmental conditions that stimulate a desired pattern of visit. The provision of high 
quality facilities and infrastructure to attentive and sensible visitors who are willing to 
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reward the value of the cultural heritage they have access to, granting the highest 
possible accessibility to everybody, is the key point of a sustainable tourism strategy. 

This chapter is structured as follows. In the next section a number of relevant policy 
issues will be presented. These issues directly stem from the analysis of the maps that 
can be found in chapter 3 and the analysis of the case studies that were presented in 
chapter 4. In section 5.3, a synthetic overview will be given of existing European and 
National Cultural Policies and their priorities. In section 5.4, a number of suggestions for 
a European Cultural Heritage Policy will be given. Last but not least, in section 5.5 it will 
be shown that the information on both cultural heritage and cultural heritage policies is 
so fragmented, that already at the very base of policy making there is a need for a joint 
effort by the European Community (in particular EUROSTAT), the Council of Europe and 
UNESCO to construct an observatory that not only monitors the state of the cultural 
heritage sector in Europe continuously, identifies possible bottlenecks for their 
development and menaces for their conservation, and, hence, supply policy makers with 
the necessary information to manage heritage intelligently. This observatory may very 
well be an evolution of the results of the discussion within the TPG that led to the 
construction of the meta-database on which the maps have been based. 

 

5.2 Towards a European Cultural Heritage Policy: The Crucial Issues 

The results that were presented in this Final Report both in the form of maps, of 
regional typologies and of case studies give rise to a number of reflections that ought 
to have important consequences for European Cultural Heritage policies. 

From the spatial analysis, it became clear that the European territory is very rich of 
heritage and that heritage is one of the less polarised assets of Europe. Material and 
Immaterial heritage can be found almost everywhere, in both central as well as 
peripheral areas, in old as well as in new member states. Moreover, heritage may 
very well become the strategic production factor of the global, post-industrial 
economy, taking the place coal and iron ore possessed in the industrial economy. It 
also became clear from our analysis that heritage has a particular international 
dimension and is a typically cross-border phenomenon. 

The case studies that were presented in chapter four confirm and integrate what came 
out of the analysis included in the chapters 2 and 3, in particular as far as the role of 
identity and immaterial heritage is concerned. 

In fact, the case of Ghent (Belgium) shows how important intangible heritage is for 
the social and economic texture of a city. In fact, the local cultural policy is now 
addressing the issue of how to conserve and even enhance the local identity even 
further. The case of Amsterdam, Eindhoven, Rotterdam and The Hague, four Dutch 
cities that are actively pursuing a strategy that aims at creating a creative cluster, 
shows how important networking is for the development of these clusters. Moreover, 
flagship projects in the form of events or huge urban revitalisation programmes, 
contribute to the formation of cultural clusters. 
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The case of the Cathedrals in the United Kingdom shows how to manage the potential 
conflict between different uses and users of (religious) heritage, a conflict that can 
only be solved, according to the authors of the case, if also the national government 
expresses itself explicitly in this sense. The German and the Swiss case studies are 
dealing with the role of minorities and their languages, intangible heritage, for their 
integration and hence for social development of regions. 

The Portuguese case study deals with the issue of governance. It shows how 
important local authorities are in the process of cultural development and contains a 
warning for those who sustain that competition between cultural centres is healthy. 
Co-operation between regions seems to be an essential element of a sound cultural 
development strategy. The Spanish case that covers a Jewish heritage itinerary 
illustrates the importance of (cross-border) collaboration and of explicit tourism 
development strategies. The case of the Greek island of Rhodes shows how a marginal 
historical area (the medieval town) can become a thriving part of the regional 
economy, also thanks to tourism. The case of Venice in Italy shows how excessive 
pressure from visitors may threaten the integrity of the cultural heritage and the 
banalisation of the local identity. By specific planning policies aiming in distributing 
visitor pressure over space, the core of the tourist system may be safeguarded while 
its peripheries are being valorised. The other Italian case, the Province o Bolzano, 
shows that culture and identity are powerful vehicles of tolerance and understanding.  

The two Czech cases illustrate the particular difficulties new member countries are 
experiencing in using CHI as inputs for social and economic development. Networking 
and strategic planning are seen as important tools to achieve that. The case of Zilinia 
(Slovakia) demonstrate how CHI can be easily implemented in a tourism development 
strategy. In this region, heritage is mostly non-urban which helps to boost the 
economy of the countryside. The case of the valorisation of religious heritage in South 
West Romania shows how international networking and strategic planning offer 
economic development opportunities. A major hindrance in this respect are the poor 
infrastructure and tourist facilities. The Polish case study regards three border regions 
in Poland, Lithuania and Latvia that are very diverse form an ethnic and cultural point 
of view. It is shown that this diversity, if managed properly (e.g. attention for the 
minorities in the media, valorisation of CHI of minorities), is not a menace but on the 
contrary an opportunity for development, especially of the tourist sector.          

The French case of the “Jazz in Marciac Festival” illustrates the role of a distinct event 
for local social and economic development in a rural ambience. The festival not only 
creates cohesion among the inhabitants (the organisation counts 6 employees and 
600 volunteers) but a significant economic spin-off as well: 5.500 bed-nights and 4.6 
million Euros were generated by the festival. Community development and cultural 
development enforce each other. Another aggregating event is that of the Notte della 
Taranta, Salento, Italy. A regional tradition has been transformed in an event that 
attracts thousands of people and generates income and jobs for the region in the 
Italian Mezzogiorno. This success is welcome but is also endangering the authenticity 
of the tradition. The local government is now studying ways to find the right balance 
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between use and conservation. Last but not least, the Finnish case of the Savonlinna 
Open Festival once more shows the importance of tourism for the valorisation of CHI. 
It illustrates what the impact of such an event may be and how, also through public 
financial support, this impact may even become more significant. 

In general, this all leads us to two main conclusions for regional European heritage 
policies: 

• Since European heritage is a typical place product and all Europeans are its 
stakeholders, cultural heritage ought to be an explicit element in all European 
spatial policies; 

• Since European heritage is an important asset for social and economic 
development that can be found virtually everywhere, the opportunities that 
heritage offers should be an increasingly important and explicit ingredient in 
assigning European funding. 

 

To summarise, some of the crucial issues that ought to be addressed in an explicit 
way by such a policy are: 

• evidence has been found (see also map 58) that cultural excellence and regional 
competitiveness are interrelated. Policies that enhance cultural excellence might 
therefore improve the region’s overall competitiveness; 

• the analysis of the territorial distribution of the supply of CHI has shown that all 
the European member states, also the new member states, possess many -
sometimes hidden- treasures. European, National and Regional policies ought to 
valorise them; 

• the development of tourism brings about both costs and benefits. A number of 
case studies have illustrated that more should be done to limit the costs and 
internalise the benefits there were regions are engaged in tourism development 
policies; 

• efforts to achieve more harmonisation regarding CHI in Europe should also 
include some degree of tax harmonisation. At a European level this 
harmonisation should be aiming at encouraging the involvement of private 
partners in the maintenance and “mise en valeur” of cultural heritage and 
landscapes; 

• multicultural and multi-ethnical societies, as was illustrated in map 46 and 
various case studies, are true assets for regions that strive for social and 
economic development and should be explicitly perceived as such in regional 
policies; 

• evidence has been found that cultural heritage is concentrated in urban areas. A 
European heritage policy ought to explicitly recognise the role cities are playing 
in the cultural heritage sector. Moreover, coastal areas are endowed with more 
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than average CHI supply. Also this fact should be taken into consideration when 
designing regional cultural policies; 

• cultural landscapes and systems of cultural heritage do not respect administrative 
boundaries, as has been shown in the maps and the cases, and hence offer a 
multitude of opportunities for cross-border, trans-national and interregional 
programmes and development projects; 

• cultural development and the conservation of heritage require a sophisticated 
transport policy that stimulates accessibility when use of heritage should be 
encouraged and limited access when conservation is a priority. More European 
investments in the application of ITC in managing access are welcome; 

• cultural heritage and cultural landscapes are basic conditions for the development 
of creative industries, the potential powerhouses of the post-industrial economy 
similar to what the textile and steel industries were for the industrial economy. 
Regional policies should favour the creation of the conditions of the growth of the 
creative industry; 

• as shown by the maps regarding the cultural specialisation of regions (in 
particular reference can be made to figures 46 and 47), Europe presents a limited 
number of cultural clusters, or cultural hotspots, that may well become the 
continent’s post-industrial growth poles; 

• social and economic marginality may very well lead to cultural de-pauperisation, 
since social and economic decline may help to erode the critical mass that is 
necessary to maintain heritage. Marginality, as already mentioned, can be cured 
by striving for the valorisation of cultural assets but in some cases economic (i.e. 
increasing public expenditure) and social policies (social housing, for example) 
may be remedies that help conserve the built heritage and traditions indirectly. 

 

In the next section an overview will be given of the current European and National 
cultural heritage policies in order to understand to what extent these issues are 
already embedded in the existing policies and whether there is a need for the 
intensification and the redirection of these policies. 

 

5.3 Existing European and National Cultural Policies: an Overview 

The European cultural policy is very much a stealth policy, in the sense that specific 
actions regarding cultural development and cultural heritage are but a very small 
piece of a much larger amount of actions that are hidden in the different sectoral and 
spatial policies that are indirectly addressing cultural aspects (examples may be social 
policies that stimulate cultural employment; regional policies that address the problem 
of deindustrialisation by investing in cultural development projects that generate 
employment, agricultural policies that fund programmes related to rural heritage 
development, and so on). 
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In theory, the European Union’s involvement in a common cultural policy is regulated 
by article 151 of the Treaty of Amsterdam that was adopted in 1997. This article 
clearly states that “the Community shall contribute to the flowering of the cultures of 
member states”, co-operating actively with all the member states, third countries and 
other competent organisations in the sphere of culture, in particular the Council of 
Europe. The broad aims of these actions concern, on one hand, bringing the common 

cultural heritage to the fore, and, on the other, respect and promote the diversity of 

its cultures. 

In fact, the principal programmes developed by the European Commission that are 
directly addressing cultural development of Europe are two: Culture2000 and the 
European Capitals of Culture Programme. 

The Culture2000 programme gathers the Raffaello (heritage), Arianna (literature) and 
Caleidoscopio (arts production) programmes. The programme was originally 
implemented for the 2000-2004 period but was extended and expanded for until 
2007. The budget grew from approximately 200 million per year to 408 million per 
year in 2007 (www.europa.eu.int). The aims of this programme were: acceleration of 
the construction of a united Europe; acceleration of the process of globalization; 
acceleration of the entrance in the information society; creation of occupation and 
enforcing social cohesion and integration; stimulating economic development. 

The following actions have been identified: 

1) specific innovative ore experimental actions (not more than 45% of the 
budget); 

2) integrating actions in the field of cultural coordination (at least 35% of the 
budget); 

3) cultural events with a European dimension (10% of the budget). 

4) other initiatives (remaining budget). 

Again, it appears that the attention for culture in the European Commission as such 
has been rather marginal. In 2007, approximately 1 Euro per inhabitant will be spend 
on explicit, direct cultural policies. Far below the average spending of the single 
member states. In fact the Culture 2007 programme partially corrects some of the 
flows in the programme. These flaws were principally (a) a difficulty in creating 
synergies with other organisations that deal with cultural development (not only the 
Council of Europe and UNESCO, organisation that will be dealt with hereafter), (b) a 
marginal and fragmented  budget, and (c) too many objectives that were pursued 
contemporarily. 

The European Capitals of Culture Programme runs successfully since 1985, the year 
that Athens became the first Capital of Culture (see also the specific map 34 in 
chapter 2 that illustrate the location of the capitals together with a number of other 
networks of excellence). The programme pursues the following objectives: 
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• illustrate the cultural movements to which the cities in question have 
contributed; 

• promote the organisation of international cultural events; 

• sustain the creative industry; 

• guarantee the involvement of the local populations; 

• favour the diffusion of the event and promote the involvement of Europeans; 

• promote the dialogue between European cultures and those of the rest of the 
world; 

• valorise cultural heritage, urban architecture and the quality of life in the cities in 
question. 

Following the suggestions made by the Committee of Regions, the selection of cities 
has been modified in order to allow the new member states to express a cultural 
capital as rapidly as possible. In fact, between 2009 and 2018 two capitals will be 
selected, one from the old member states and one from the new member states, 
according to a precise calendar. Moreover, Decision 1419/1999/EC allows for third 
countries to forward candidates that might be designated as Cultural Capitals. The 
eagerness and interest of cities to become Capital of Culture is often explained by 
social-economic motives as much as by cultural motives. Cases such as Glasgow 
(1990), Lisbon (1994) and Lille (2004) are perfect illustrations of the philosophy that 
this project has been trying to emphasise: cultural and regional development, if 
properly managed, are walking hand in hand. 

Other initiatives in the field of culture (arts rather than cultural heritage) regard the 
mobility of artists (for example the European Border Breakers Awards for musicians or 
the CIMET programme for performing artists, in particular dancers) and the European 
presence at art fairs, book fairs and film festivals.  

Before reviewing the national cultural policies, some attention will be paid to the role 
the Council of Europe and UNESCO are playing in maintaining and valorising European 
Cultural Heritage. 

UNESCO’s WHC has adopted the following programme: 

1) Protecting and safeguarding Cultural Heritage. This first of all means reinforcing 
capacity-building for protection of World Heritage. Four objectives were 
formulated by the World Heritage Committee (Budapest 2002): strengthening 
the credibility of the World Heritage List; ensuring the effective conservation of 
world heritage properties, in particular properties in danger; building the 
capacities of the States Parties with regard to the protection of their world 
heritage properties, in particular by training the managers of those properties in 
management systems and plans and in risk management preparedness; 
enhancing communication by increasing public awareness and expanding 
partnership activities;; 
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2) Identifying and safeguarding the intangible cultural heritage. This means to 
encourage Member States to ratify the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage, to raise awareness among Member States, to 
assist them in safeguarding and promoting their intangible cultural heritage, 
mainly through the implementation of the Proclamation of Masterpieces of the 
Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity, the promotion and dissemination of 
the traditional music of the world, as well as the reinforcement of the 
Endangered Languages project; 

3) Strengthening cultural policies, cultural industries and intercultural dialogue. 

This means:  implementing a series of actions that draw on the principles of the 
UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity (2001) in order to promote 
the convention on the protection of cultural contents and artistic expressions, 
once adopted; assist Member States by elaborating, updating, implementing 
and promoting cultural policies, with particular attention given to the cultural 
dimensions in development policies so as to contribute more effectively against 
poverty, and particularly to support the pertinent activities of the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD); develop cultural indicators and 
collect related statistics and data in cooperation with the UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics (UIS) and national statistical institutes. 

 

Although much of its efforts are extra-European, the activities developed by the 
UNESCO WHC are beyond doubt of relevance for a European regional cultural policy. 
Not in the least place because Europe hosts a large part of the World Heritage Sites 
that fall under UNESCO’s control. Moreover, as the third point of he programme 
illustrates, it is currently working on a statistical observatory that may prove to be 
complementary to the one that is described in section 5.5 of this chapter. 

The same is true for the activities developed by the Council of Europe. The Council 
of Europe is very much involved in policy development is at the core of the Council of 
Europe programme on Culture, both at the political level, to identify democratic, 
participatory and empowering policies to ensure access to culture for the public at 
large and through a better knowledge of other cultures, to encourage intercultural 
dialogue and at the field level, to see to it that our past is "harnessed" to our future, 
to ensure access and creativity and sustain Europe’s cultural richness in its identities 
and diversities. 

The Council of Europe’s co-operation programme entails devising common policies and 
standards, developing and maintaining transnational co-operation networks, providing 
technical support for member states and organising schemes to increase awareness of 
heritage values. In practice the Council of Europe is involved in: the protection and 
development of archaeology; the digitalisation of cultural property, the study of 
natural and technological hazards regarding heritage; the development and 
maintenance of European Cultural Routes; the European Heritage Days; the 
maintenance of the HEREIN network; the European landscape Convention; 
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organisation of inter-ministerial conferences of ministers responsible for culture and 
for planning. Moreover, it has developed a technical co-operation programme that 
offers consultancy to heritage sites and cities in countries that are requesting specific 
assistance to solve particular problems. 

Given the descriptions above, it should become obvious why the pleas for a closer 
collaboration between the European Union, UNESCO and the Council of Europe, also 
with respect to a spatial cultural policy, are so strong. This collaboration, however, is 
currently still in its infancy. 

A second important player in terms of CHI policies are the National Governments. As 
far as National Heritage Policies are concerned, the following priorities are pursued by 
the single European Countries: 

 

Austria 

• address basic cultural needs: freedom of art and artistic expression, pluralism, quality, 
innovation, creativity, identity, internationalisation, stimulating general conditions for artists and 
possibilities for them to flourish, digitalisation;  

• in terms of management: more transparency, promotion, competition, efficiency, public-private 
co-operation, flexibility, decentralisation, planning (establish contracts for several years), service 
orientation, evaluation; 

• socio-political objectives: participation, equality, social security, representation, understanding 
the economic effects of the culture sector. 

Belgium 

• develop a cultural policy that is based on the principles of political and cultural democracy; 
• priority is accorded to cultural participation and creativity, to the protection and promotion of a 

tolerant European culture, open to the world, intrinsically diverse and respectful of the minorities 
that contribute to global cultural development. 

 
Wallonian community 

• support for artistic creation and dissemination in the fields of performing arts (music, theatre, 
dance, entertainment arts), literature, visual arts, cinema, audiovisual productions; 

• protection and promotion of the cultural heritage (except for property heritage, which falls within 
the competence of the Regions) including museums, folklore, ethnology, native or mother tongue 
languages, and cultural archives; 

• territorial cultural development including cultural centres and public libraries; 
• development of cultural democracy and participation in social and cultural life which includes 

support to youth and continuing education, cultural associations, intercultural activities, amateur 
arts; 

• training support; 
• democratisation of culture : introduction of different art forms to the different audiences;  
• support for broadcasting (public radio and television, community television); 
• press assistance; 
• support for international activities. 

 
Flemish community 

• amateur arts; 
• increased interest in the theatrical arts, plastic arts and literature; 
• cultural co-operations; 
• protection and preservation of cultural heritage; 
• libraries; 
• expansion of media service centres; 
• implementation of initiatives in the areas of book and film; 
• public-sector and private sector radio and television broadcasters. 
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Bulgaria 

• guarantee freedom of expression;  
• creation of conditions for equal participation in cultural life;  
• preservation and promotion of the culture of different ethnic and religious minorities;  
• support for cultural education;  
• support for international cultural exchange and intercultural communication. 

Cyprus 

• democratization of culture; 
• cultural relations with foreign countries. 

Czech Republic 

• to harmonize the recent political and economic change also in the field of culture; 
• to structure new responsible bodies and institutions; 
• the guarantee of cultural democracy for authors and performers; 
• freedom of authentic expression and provision of conditions for creative work; 
• the guarantee of conditions for artistic and cultural innovation; to create the conditions for the 

preservation and development of Czech identity; 
• to make use of the advantages of the market economy to support and promote, and 

simultaneously also to protect, cultural values; 
• to find new public and private partnership. 

Denmark 

• the aim is involving as many people as possible in cultural activities; 
• schools and education play an important rule in involving people in culture; 
• decentralization and some clarification in the division of labours among government levels; 
• to create the establishment of independent cultural institutions in different regions; 
• the right to decide to local bodies and the encouragement of the kind of cultural activities that 

arise spontaneously all over the country; 
• new legislation, that establishes that cultural policy in Denmark should be based on a much 

wider concept of culture than the traditional one; 
• cross-sectorial cultural initiatives involving cooperation between the arts and cultural institutions 

on the one hand and popular culture on the other. 

Estonia 

• implementation of Council of Europe standards; 
• co-operation between private and public initiatives; 
• protection of cultural heritage is seen as an important task both by state officials and the public, 

the resources from the state budget, i.e. the actual possibilities for protection, have diminished; 
• restrictions and obligations to the owner of a monument or immovable located in a protected 

zone; 
• government may also offer the owner a substitution for the area where the monument is 

situated. 
 

Finland 
 

• affirm that the national identity is the corner stone of society and culture;  
• promotion of artistic creativity; 
• to emphasise creativity and innovations and their contribution to economic growth; 
• to expand participation in cultural life; 
• to reinforce the arm’s length approach in art policy (decentralisation); 
• protection of minorities, including the Swedish-speaking Finns, can be seen as an aspiration for 

cultural diversity; 
• local culture as a positive factor in regional development;   
• 2015 strategic plan of Ministry of education and culture: 
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 -safeguarding equal access to education and culture;  
-promoting intellectual growth and learning;  
-enhancing opportunities for sharing and participation;  
-providing resources for improving the cultural and economic competitive capacity in 

Finnish society;  
-opening up new channels in order to diversify the Finnish impact in the international 

community;  
-improving effectiveness in cultural sector.  

 
France 
 

• developing participation in cultural activities and broadening access to culture in general; 
• diversification in the mode of access to art linked to the growth of the audio-visual industry; 
• major emphasis on works in the French language; 
• regulation of Web content. 

 
Germany 

• stimulate participation in cultural life; 
• support for culture institutions in the new capital city Berlin;  
• giving greater competence for cultural affairs to the Federal Government;  
• streamlining and optimising cultural funding among the different levels of government;  
• passing of new laws in the fields of copyright and taxation for foundations as well as re-enforcing 

social insurance provisions for self-employed artists;  
• repatriation of unlawfully seized cultural assets; 
• implement UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 

Expressions;  
• constitutional protection for culture;  
• greater civic commitment to culture;  
• responding to a cultural public with increasingly diversifying needs;  
• migrants, cultural diversity, intercultural co-operation;  
• outsourcing public sector tasks. 

Greece 

• equal access and participation in cultural life, in particular for young people; 
• promoting identity and diversity; 
• supporting for creativity. 

 
Hungary 

• cultural development of the countryside;  
• more culture in childhood;  
• reaching new groups of public;  
• action plan for heritage protection;  
• bringing cultural heritage closer to life;  
• promoting Hungarian talent at home and abroad;  
• contemporary innovation for the classics of the future;  
• culture boosts the economy. 

Ireland 
 

• assist artist to realise their artistic ambitions; 
• strengthen arts organisations countrywide so as to secure the basis of a vibrant and stable arts 

community; 
• make it possible for people to extend and enhance their experience of arts; 
• promote and reaffirm the value of the arts in society; 
• ensure the Arts Council works effective; 
• implement the National Cultural Institutions Act, 1997; 
• review the Irish Manuscript Commission; 
• encourage and promote film-making in Ireland; 
• support the further development of the arts and culture infrastructure. 
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Italy 

• the protection and enhancement of heritage; 
• the promotion of reading and books and libraries; 
• the promotion of urban and architectural culture; 
• the promotion of cultural activities, with particular reference to the performing arts and cinema 

and the visual arts; 
• the support of artistic research and innovation; 
• higher training in all cultural disciplines; 
• the diffusion of Italian culture and art abroad. 

 
Latvia 

• analysis of the achievements of the previous cultural policy;  
• analysis of the present socio-economic and political environment in Latvia;  
• consideration of trends and issues of cultural policies in other countries internationally, for 

example due to the enlargement of the EU, the processes of globalization, and the development 
of new technologies and the information society. 

Lithuania 

• to improve the administrative system on national heritage protection, to draft the long-term 
strategy for heritage protection;  

• to expand democracy in cultural life;  
• to set the basic principles for state’s support to art and artists;  
• to draw up the so-called National Programme of Culture and to develop an Action Plan for its 

implementation;  
• to pursue investigations in the cultural sector;  
• to stimulate regional cultural development and cooperation of tourism and cultural institutions;  
• to develop the information society and access to culture. 

Luxemburg 

• decentralization of culture management in local communities; 
• to develop and implement a regional cultural policy in cooperation with local communities; 
• involvement in international cultural relations and more cooperation with other countries; 
• to implement cultural professionalism. 

Malta 

• the intangible values of culture cannot be divorced from the cultural heritage; 
• the increase professionalism in the sector and meet approved standards in certain key areas of 

museum management, collection care and public services; 
• the need to develop a comprehensive inventory of underwater sites and other cultural assets is 

considered a high priority; 
• reinforce military heritage which consists of architectural creations with a long history of 

involvement in military events of the Mediterranean; 
• CHIMS creates a new knowledge-based context for understanding, managing and disseminating 

data concerning cultural heritage. 

The Netherlands 

• "Culture as Confrontation" is the title of the cultural policy document (1998-02): three objectives 
cultural diversity, audience-reach interacting with a broader more diverse audience, cultural 
entrepreneurship; 

• a strict division between the state domain and the commercial market is no longer realistic; 
• policy document 2002-2004 "More than the Sum": 

-less bureaucracy and more individual responsibility in the cultural system; 
-more connection and interaction in cultural life; 
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-reinforcing the cultural factor in society, more relationship between culture and 
economy;  

• Cultural Outreach Action Plan, the aim of which is to involve more people in culture, especially 
new audiences such as immigrants and the young; 

• more co-operation between central government, provinces and municipalities. 
 
Norway 
 

• union-oriented and politically influential artists associations; 
• public subsidies to artists which are usually explained by socio-political arguments; 
• decentralisation; 
• democratisation; 
• distribution based on local self-governments, egalitarian values; 
• stimulate the play of market force; 
• the artist must be on an equal footing with other groups in working life; 
• the State considers itself as the employer of artists and grants them the right to negotiate on 

issues of labour, salary and social rights. 
 
Poland 

• effective growth of sound management principles in the field of culture;  
• introduction of innovative solutions in the organisation of the system of cultural activities, and in 

the system of rendering culture more popular and accessible;  
• decrease in regional imbalances in the development of culture;  
• increase in participation and equalisation of access to artistic education, cultural goods and 

cultural services; 
• improvement of conditions for arts activity; 
• effective promotion of creative activity; 
• safeguarding cultural heritage and active preservation of monuments; 
• decrease in the civilisation gap through modernisation and development of the cultural 

infrastructure. 

Portugal 
 

• protection of heritage; 
• promotion of reading; 
• development of national networks of activities and facilities; 
• attention for the culture and identity of ethnic minorities; 
• application of information technologies in arts; 
• arts education. 

 
 
Romania 
 

• the decentralisation of the administration of culture, the reorganization of the cultural institutions 
by entering into partnership with local public authorities and with the structures of civil society; 

• the establishment of a new financing mechanism for programmes and projects; 
• selection of cultural landmarks in view of regenerating the community around the significant 

symbol; 
• protection of the community’s material memory and the community’s economic development in 

terms of new jobs, services development and promotion of the entrepreneurial spirit. 
 
Slovakia 
 

• to speed up the slow transformation of responsibility from state to local institutions; 
• to solve management problems; 
• to solve many questions concerning the financial assistance of the government; municipality, 

sponsors, gift makers, as well as further requirements and events, connected with the 
transformation from earlier government (state) “Cultural heritage monopoly” to private 
ownership and competitive environment, as well a increased participation of municipalities, 
citizens and citizens’ associations;  

• to decide in the first level in the administrative hearings in the area of protection, as described 
by law; 
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• to perform and coordinate documentation, education, training, publishing, propagation in the 
area of protection. 

 
Slovenia 
 

• balance the constitutive and the instrumental role of culture in society; 
• preserve and develop the Slovenian language; 
• promote cultural diversity; 
• ensure access to cultural and spiritual assets; 
• improve conditions for artistic creations; 
• encourage culture industries; 
• implement information technology. 

Spain 

• investment in traditional cultural infrastructures at the expense of potential contemporary 
models that better respond to public demands; 

• new government priority: encouraging cultural consumption over amateur or community 
practices; 

• looking for new resources and a greater efficiency in government cultural intervention; 
• need to re-direct public policy towards encouraging private cultural intervention; 
• promotion of a global vision in the protection of cultural industries; 
• formulate a clear position concerning the regulation of communication media; 
• solve the conflicts in relation centre-periphery and the lack of communication and co-ordination 

towards dialogue and raising awareness of Spain’s cultural & linguistic diversity; 
• policies explicitly serving the capital, Madrid, supporting major cultural infrastructure of the city; 
• support to similar (minority) schemes in Barcelona, Valencia, Seville and Bilbao;  
• enhance internationality and openness; 
• reinforce the presence of Anglo-American cultural content in industries and in local creativity 

production. 
 
Sweden 
 

• recognising the role of culture as a factor of regional growth, the Swedish government 
understands that culture activities have both short- term effect in the form of an increased 
number of jobs and long term for improved attractiveness, creativity and development of 
identity; 

• promote better access to culture for youth and disadvantage people; 
• assure that national museums offer free entrance for visits to their permanent exhibitions; 
• ministries of Finance and of Culture and of Education are jointly investigating the effects of 

Value Added Tax regulations on the use of cultural goods and services, including reading 
habits; 

• stimulate interaction between all levels of government and other stakeholders; 
• promote international cultural exchange and meeting between different cultures. 
  

Switzerland 

• implement a cultural policy (i.e. on all regional levels) that focuses on the broad population, on 
the artists, on cultural institutions and projects; 

• promotion of culture and enforce a public discussion on culture, forming adequate basic 
conditions and for the interests of the artist;  

• cultural policy is linked to other policy-fields, such as city-planning, financial and fiscal policy, 
cultural industries, etc; 

• cultural policy means more than structuring a determined field; it always has an effect on the 
society as a whole; 

• the promotion of identity, creation, diversity and access to cultural life. 

United Kingdom 
 

• further enhance access to culture and sport for children and give them the opportunity to develop 
their talents to the full and enjoy the benefits of participation; 

• increase and broaden the impact of culture and sport, to enrich individual lives, strengthen 
communities and improve the places where people live; 

• maximise the contribution which the tourism, creative industries can make to the economy; 



 

 238

• modernise delivery by ensuring that DCMS sponsored bodies are efficient and work with others to 
meet the cultural and sporting needs of individual and communities. 

 
Sources: www.culturalpolicies.net; www.culturelink.org; www.european-heritage.net 

 

Although the descriptions of the policy priorities remain necessarily general, the 
overview of national policies illustrates that not only the definitions used to identify 
heritage are varying considerably among countries, but that the priorities are very 
different too. 

Nevertheless there are a number of priorities that can be found in most of the national 
policies exposed previously. The first is the aim to improve the access to culture in 
general and that of special target groups, such as minorities and youth, to culture in 
particular. Secondly, many countries are considering to make heritage policies more 

business-like. Thirdly, cultural policies seem to have a distinct territorial character. 
Not only are a number of countries shifting the responsibilities for cultural 
development from the national level to the local level, in some cases national policy 
explicitly deals with the socio-economic potential of culture for the country’s regions 
(Hungary, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United Kingdom in particular). Last but 
not least, identity plays and important role in almost all national cultural policies. 

Specific themes that can be found in the national policies are, among others, the need 
for conservation (especially for countries that have demonstrated to possess large 
amount of historical heritage) and for a better knowledge of the phenomenon, tourism 
development (Lithuania, UK), creative industries, devolution, involvement of private 
parties, new media. The differences between the cultural policies old and the new 
member states are less pronounced as might be expected; in terms of priorities, the 
latter seem to be slightly lagging behind the former in the sense that the emphasis on 
getting the cultural sector properly organised is more strongly felt in the policies of 
the new member states. 

Also the national expenditure dedicated to cultural policies in general and cultural 
heritage in particular varies quite a lot per country, as is illustrated in Table 15 on the 
next page. 

Notwithstanding the obvious problems related to the comparability of the information 
(for example, not all policy levels have been represented in the figures presented 
above; the role of regional and local administrations in financing cultural development 
(Spain seems to be an obvious example of this phenomenon) in financing culture can 
not be neglected), the expenditure per inhabitant and the expenditure as percentage 
of GDP allow us to identify the countries that tend to invest more in culture than 
others: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, England, Estonia, Finland, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Portugal, Scotland, Slovenia, Sweden and Switzerland spend more than 100 Euro per 
inhabitant, while Belgium, Estonia, Malta and Portugal spend more than 1% of GDP on 
culture.  France and Germany spend almost 100 Euro per inhabitant and especially 
France comes with its 0,90% of GDP spend on culture very close to the big spenders. 
The new member countries, with the exception of Estonia and Slovenia, fall far 
behind. 
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Table 15 Correlations between selected cultural indicators and competitiveness 

index, NUTS II. Source: ESPON database and ESPON 1.3.3. Sources: 
www.culturalpolicies.net; www.culturelink.org.; www.european-heritage.net. 

 

Country Year 

Total Expenses 

(EURO) 

Expenses per 

Inhabitant 

(EURO) 

Expenses 

as % GDP 

     

Austria 2002 
           
1.888.820.000,00  234,20 0,88% 

Belgium 1999 
           
2.505.125.000,00  245,00 1,05% 

Bulgaria 2004 
                
70.689.923,08  8,54 0,66% 

Croatia 2003 
                
95.961.757,00  21,43 0,37% 

Denmark 1996 
           
1.197.524.552,67  226,17 0,82% 

England 2004 
           
8.626.275.177,30  176,39 0,50% 

Estonia 2003 
              
159.876.293,93  113,23 1,90% 

Finland 2001 
              
745.000.000,00  140,35 0,54% 

France 2000 
           
5.780.000.000,00  98,94 0,90% 

Germany 2000 
           
7.950.000.000,00  96,74 0,39% 

 2003 
           
8.190.000.000,00  99,30 0,39% 

Greece 2001 
              
714.049.000,00  37,56 0,32% 

Hungary 2003 
              
302.476.190,48  29,15 0,41% 

 2004 
              
364.000.000,00  35,70 0,50% 

Ireland 2003 
              
105.980.000,00  33,15 0,07% 

 2004 
              
215.550.000,00  59,44 0,15% 

Italy 2000 
           
6.754.200.000,00  118,00 0,57% 

Latria 2004 
                
82.340.091,04  26,87 0,58% 

Lithuania 2003 
                
96.811.594,00  27,70 0,60% 

Luxembourg 1993 
                
24.844.720,50  64,59 0,15% 

Malta 2003 
                
96.815.541,86  43,62 1,45% 

Moldova 2003 
                
16.155.216,00  3,69 0,08% 

The 
Netherlands 2001 

           
3.373.000.000,00  214,36 0,60% 

 2003 
           
3.621.000.000,00  161,00 0,50% 
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Northern 
Ireland 2004 

              
140.141.843,97  84,99 Na 

Norway 1994 
                
17.264.276,23  3,94 0,01% 

Poland 2004 
              
810.025.744,00  26,10 0,47% 

Portugal 2001 
           
1.551.700.800,00  157,17 1,20% 

 2003 
              
632.687.000,00  64,15 0,43% 

Romania 1998 
                
49.099.078,14  2,18 0,13% 

Scotland 2004 
              
550.415.602,84  107,16 Na 

Slovenia 2003 
              
196.899.028,00  100,00 0,81% 

Spain 1995 
                  
2.082.435,71  0,05 0,0004% 

Sweden 2003 
           
1.908.359.928,85  215,53 0,71% 

Switzerland 2002 
           
1.500.820.007,93  205,30 0,53% 

Ukraine 2004 
              
349.540.200,00  6,90 0,42% 

Wales 2004 
              
240.520.567,38  82,46  na 

 

 

Given the principles of subsidiarity, the European Cultural Policy should complement 
and integrate the policies that the different countries are implementing. However, the 
principle of subsidiarity should not be interpreted too narrow, as Smiers (2002) has 
argued. National heritage is per definition also European heritage. The European 
Community should therefore be actively seeking synergies with member states, third 
countries and other organisations that are concerned with culture, such as the Council 
of Europe (in particular on issues regarding the valorisation of CHI) and UNESCO (in 
particular on issues regarding the conservation of CHI). On what basis this may be 
done will become clearer in the next sections. 

 

5.4 A European Spatial Policy to render its Cultural Heritage Use 

Sustainable: the Delicate Balance between Valorisation and 

Conservation 

In a society that develops increasingly fast, cultural heritage may constitute one key 
stabilising factor for the social past and the collective memory of our society while, on 
the other hand, culture and the cultural heritage themselves are subject to changes. 
It is necessary to ensure that future generations may continue to benefit from the 
stabilising effect. However, the emphasis on “being there” instead of on “being used” 
has sometimes led to a conservative, passive attitude towards heritage conservation. 
Progress and heritage use, on the one hand, and heritage conservation on the other, 
are often regarded as incompatible. 
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Gradual changes in this attitude have been observed. Lately, a new vision regarding 
heritage conservation emerged, in which the presence of heritage alone is not 
sufficient, but heritage itself becomes a major impulse for social and economic 
progress, progress from which heritage itself benefits.  

Several new international conventions regarding heritage respond to these 
juxtapositions by stating that the “wise” use of heritage ought to be promoted. By 
wise use they understand: use the many opportunities cultural heritage offers, while 
respecting the ethical aspects of heritage. The heritage is closely connected to the 
place where it is located and the local community. Making the heritage accessible and 
recognisable to the wider public provides huge opportunities of enrichment, such as 
community awareness and cohesion, social-economic regeneration for deprived areas, 
employment in the lowest sectors of the job market, image improvement of the place. In 
fact, CHI is the glue that may help to keep local and regional societies together. The 
revenue generated through the use of the heritage is a major means to finance the up-
grading and the conservation of the heritage itself, and can be redistributed to improve 
the socio-economic conditions of the community. 

Another discussion that is going on is about value of the heritage. In times where 
(public) budgets are limited there are doubts whether only outstanding or also 
ordinary landscapes or landmarks of cultural heritage deserve to be taken care of.  

According to the ESDP, cultural assets shall be developed or be preserved by 
appropriate methods, partly even be renewed. To further develop means of 
protection, management and planning, in this third interim report a  number of 
relevant indicators were developed to measure the intensity and the diversity of the 
presence of cultural heritage and their use in European space. 

Above all, those responsible for spatial planning are requested to further work on the 
cautious “mise en valeur” of cultural assets and particularly to promote the concepts 
of cultural landscapes and of built cultural assets, as these make up an important part 
of our historical development and the common European heritage and identity. 

In general, there is often the discussion which of the two ways should preferably be 
followed: 

• Is the main goal that of conserving the cultural heritage in its actual state, in a 
sort of 'musealisation' approach, limiting accessibility? 

• Or should one rather follow the line of further development of accessibility, 
especially by tourists, to heritage? 

The first approach is often criticised as a management that prevents the inherent 
evolution and development; the price to pay in the second one is that cultural 
heritage undergoes an alteration and changes its character, or may even disappear. 
Neither of the approaches is completely correct or completely wrong. 

Since there are different types of heritage with different significance and degree of 
endangering, they require different treatment. In general, one can distinguish: 
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• Legal measures and protection; 

• Planning; 

• Concrete regional cultural policies. 

 

Legal Measures and Protection apply to all cultural heritage and in particular that 
with a special or outstanding value. While this approach is in most countries and also 
on an international level well advanced when related to landscapes with valuable 
natural habitats, the member states should be encouraged to set up proper legal 
means for the protection of cultural landscapes as well. On the European level, the 
European Landscape Convention which is being prepared for adoption serves as an 
adequate means. Many conventions, for example those of UNESCO and the Council of 
Europe, already cover the built heritage. 

However, while since 1993, the UNESCO-World Heritage List includes cultural 
landscapes of outstanding universal value, other systems that identify the areas that 
should be protected are needed in order to underline the delimitation of cultural 
landscapes of European and national (referring to EU-member states) rank. The 
classification of the regions of Europe according to the pressure from potential users 
with respect to the supply that has been proposed in this report  

But it must be very clear that (rigorous) protection measures can only cover a very 
limited part of this cultural heritage, because most parts of the cultural landscape and 
built heritage have evolved over a long time and for future development they need 
the economic and social functions imposed on them by the people living there. Hence, 
protection does not mean no use at all, but the necessity to make the use compatible 
with the requirements of the cultural assets –especially given their fundamental role 
in social and economic development- and hence sustainable. The fact that the 
different countries apply very different criteria to identify heritage renders spatial 
planning less effective. In contributing to some sort of harmonisation of these criteria 
lies an important task for the European Community.   

Planning is a second instrument. In the sector of spatial planning the rating of 
cultural landscapes has increased considerably, especially at EU-level (see ESDP). If 
this is taken as a standard, spatial planning in the member states still has 
considerable work to do in order to put the objectives into concrete terms with higher 
formal obligations. Instruments of spatial planning should be revised and 
supplemented. In accordance with the precautionary principle, one example could be 
the protection of open areas through the instrument of priority/reservation sectors, as 
has been discussed in Germany. Even if in most countries explicit attention is paid to 
registered monuments in the planning process, many cultural sites and heritage cities 
are not yet sufficiently covered. This is especially the case in new member countries. 
They have, understandably, given priority to development and much less to 
conservation. This may prove very damaging in the long rung. 
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In connection with the conservation and development of cultural landscapes, spatial 
planning should also aim at taking on an interdisciplinary co-ordination and 
moderation function. One primary task would be to create a co-ordination between 
the economic concerns, multi- and intra-sector plans of agriculture and the resource-
protecting plans of nature conservationists. Moreover, attention should be paid to the 
possible relationships between built heritage conservation and, for example, housing 
policies and urban regeneration policies.  

Land use planning includes controlling the changes in the use of land and in imposing 
restrictive conditions on certain forms of land use. It is necessary that standard 
routines of environmental impact assessment at all spatial levels as well as in a 
strategic sense should not only include natural aspects, but also the cultural heritage. 

Land consolidation, which has for long applied solely with the aim of improving 
agricultural efficiency, could be further adapted to take other objectives, including 
landscape conservation, into account. Another possibility would be respecting 
landscape aesthetics for leisure purposes and attractiveness as an important “soft” 
location factor. Also the implementation of primary infrastructure for tourism 
development could be encouraged. An example would be installing food and cycle 
paths or the promotion of rural tourism facilities. 

These general considerations should be the foundation of Europe’s regional cultural 
policy. Concerning the policies regarding cultural heritage, direct and indirect actions 
may be distinguished. Direct actions include the purchase of land or monuments by 
public agencies or NGO’s, whereby the desired form of management and co-ordination 
is secured.  

EU-Community initiatives under the ERDF Structural Funds and agricultural support 
measures belong to the indirect management actions, contributing to and influencing 
the management of certain cultural landscape types. Thus, in all actions taken, the 
effects on cultural landscapes should be considered. Policies regarding cultural 
heritage in urban environments not only regard the actions taken by DG X, but also in 
the schemes developed by other DGs (for example environmental policies, cultural 
tourism development; strengthening infrastructural development close to heritage 
sites, and so on). A considerable influence on the shaping of large parts of our cultural 
landscapes and heritage can be attributed to the LEADER and INTERREG programmes. 

Following among others Smiers (2002) and the Prodi Working Group on Cultural 
Heritage (2004), at this point of the report a number of concrete general policy 
recommendations can be made: 

1) encourage member states to sustain projects that foresee in the collaboration 
and the movement of artists, since they are, following the work of for example 
Florida and of Landry, the principal input of the creative industry and provokers 
of cultural innovation and development; 

2) bridge the gaps regarding the attitude towards culture between the old and the 
new member states as soon as possible, for instance by making part of the 
Structural Funds available for projects that intend to safeguard the cultural 
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identity of the latter and to help to avoid that an excessive belief in market forces 
and economic development puts the integrity of their cultural heritage in danger; 

3) support international and cross-border initiatives intensively; 

4) guarantee the broadest possible access to culture; 

5) provide funding for the conservation of cultural heritage and implement 
measures, not necessarily in the field of culture that render the conservation of 
cultural heritage easier (for example by combating acid rain, monuments 
deteriorate much more slowly); 

6) stimulate the co-operation with other parts of the world, in particular the 
bordering states. Culture is a powerful vehicle of tolerance and mutual 
understanding that should be used fully; 

7) adopt concrete policies that counter the smoothening effects of globalisation and 
help to maintain cultural diversity. 

 

A first important step towards the introduction of an explicit spatial dimension in the 
European cultural policy has been made with the classification of NUTS III regions for 
which the use of heritage may not be sustainable, regions where this use is 
sustainable and the regions that are not using the potentials cultural assets fully. 
Following the basic philosophy of the ESPON 1.3.3 project, again a distinction was 
made between regions where social and economic development potentials may be lost 

because of insufficient use of heritage and regions that may suffer from an excessive 

pressure on their cities, sites and monuments. The regions that belong to either of 
these categories have been identified in figures 39 and (above all) 41. 

In the first type of regions further tourism development should internalise the benefits 
of the presence of cultural heritage further; in the second emphasis needs to be laid 
on controlling accessibility to heritage. This distinction will be used to develop two 
families of regional cultural policies that can be implemented on local, regional, 
national and European level. 

 

A) Concrete Examples of Policies that Aim at Valorising Heritage: 

• all European member states possess a multitude of cultural treasures and are 
rich of cultural assets. There are no exceptions. These assets should be raised 

productive by deliberate policies. Examples of these policies are the 
construction of a creative cluster around the heritage, the development of 
cultural tourism and the valorisation of the assets with respect to the local 
population; 

• although CHI offers opportunities to virtually all European regions, the research 
has clearly shown that urban and coastal areas are particularly rich of CHI. All 
policies regarding Europe’s urban and coastal areas should possess a cultural 
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dimension; better still is to give Europe’s cultural policy a distinct urban and 
coastal dimension; 

• cultural heritage and cultural landscapes are basic conditions for the development 
of creative industries, the potential powerhouses of the post-industrial 
economy similar to what the textile and steel industries were for the industrial 
economy. Regional policies should favour the creation of the conditions (for 
example investments in education, cultural facilities, and so on) of the growth of 
the creative industry; 

• adopt policies that aim at internalising the positive effects of cultural 
development policies. The spill-over of the positive effects make it harder to 
autonomously sustain cultural investments. Hence, Territorial Impact 

Assessments should be dealing explicitly with the spatial distribution of 
impacts; 

• social and economic marginality may lead to cultural de-pauperisation. On one 
hand social and economic decline may help to erode the financial basis that is 
necessary to maintain heritage. On the other, loss of identity and erosion of 
heritage undermines the competitive position of the region and hence may lead 
to social and economic decline. This vicious circle may be broking by valorisation 
of cultural assets; 

• transport policies should stimulate the accessibility of heritage there where use 
is insufficient, for example by implementing Park&Ride schemes and public 
trasprt reserved for visitors, and investments should be made in the application 
of ITC (eg promoting the production and distribution of CD-ROMS, Internet) in 
guaranteeing and managing access, not only from a physical point of view; 

• accessibility heritage and hence the use of it may also be improved by 
stimulating the creation of heritage systems. These heritage systems may be a 
direct result of an art-historic interpretation of the European territory; 

• the involvement of private partners and non-governmental organisations 
in the maintenance and the “mise en valeur” of cultural heritage and landscapes 
should be encouraged by offering specific financial incentives (subsidies) and by 
implementing tax incentives (special VAT rates; possibility to deduce 
contributions form the income). 

 

B) Concrete Examples of Policies that Aim at Conserving Cultural Heritage: 

• all the traditional investment schemes regarding the physical maintenance of 
cultural heritage should be accompanied by a sound strategy related to the 

use of the conserved objects; examples may be public offices, libraries, 
exposition space, student housing; 

• the development of cultural tourism brings about both benefits and huge, 

often underestimated costs. These effects can only become visible if 
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systematic Territorial Impact Assessments are being executed. More should 
therefore be done to limit the damages that tourism may generate. Examples of 
Visitor management policies (computerised reservation systems, intelligent 
guidance by palm computer, city cards, visitors centres on terminals) that are 
based on the analysis of the carrying capacity should be studied and 
implemented; 

• tax incentives (reduced VAT; special deductions on income tax) should make it 
easier for private parties to engage in conservation; 

• social housing policies and urban regeneration policies may help to sustain 
conservation of cultural heritage; 

• multicultural and multi-ethnical societies provide positive impulses to 
regions that strive for social and economic development and should be explicitly 
perceived as such in regional policies; 

• cultural landscapes and the earlier mentioned systems of cultural heritage do not 

respect administrative boundaries at all. The opportunities for cross-border, 
trans-national and interregional programmes and development projects should be 
captured by local and regional authorities with enthusiasm and promoted by the 
European Union; 

• Europe presents a limited number of cultural clusters, of cultural hotspots, that 
may well become the continent’s post-industrial growth poles. These clusters 
should be nurtured with care; 

• cultural excellence and regional competitiveness are strictly interrelated. 
Policies that enhance cultural excellence and cultural innovation therefore 
improve the region’s overall competitiveness; 

• specially developed education schemes on all levels of education, also 
those developed on a local scale, favour the understanding of culture and 
stimulates cultural participation. 

 

Cultural heritage protection, planning and policies should not be seen separately. 
Rather they should be integrated in other aspects of planning like economic or traffic 
development and treated with a mixed instrument tool case and by professionals from 
different fields. 

Although an integration of findings and policies on an EU-wide level is desirable and 
necessary, a focus on local and regional decisions and measures should not be 
forgotten for two reasons: First of all, it is on local or regional level, where the cultural 
development takes place. All actions in this context give the cultural landscapes their 
regional identity and intrinsic value. A second reason is that most measures only work 
when accepted by and done in co-operation with people that live and work there; 
without the commitment of all stakeholders, the concerned actions will not prove to be 
successful on the long term. 
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All discussions about policy options should recognise that the final decision about the 
direction in which cultural heritage will evolve should be taken in agreement with the 
locals and their bottom-up visions. The involvement of the different representatives of 
the stakeholder groups is of the utmost importance to make interventions last in time. 
This has become very clear in many of the case studies that have been previously 
illustrated. 

  

5.5 Towards a European Observatory for Cultural Landscapes, 

Cultural Heritage and Cultural Policies 

As was mentioned already, the quantity and the quality of statistical information 
regarding cultural heritage at a European level is absolutely insufficient. 
Notwithstanding the increasing importance of the sector as a source of regional 
development, are Europe-wide statistics regarding cultural assets non existent. 

One of the principal merits of the ESPON programme regarding cultural heritage is 
that through intensive collaboration in the network of the Universities and the 
Research Institutes that made of the TPG of 1.3.3, an important start has been made 
to construct such a data-base that should help to overcome this important 
shortcoming. The assembly of a European data-base from national sources poses 
some problems of its own, among others the comparability of statistical information 
because of the lack of harmonisation of the definitions on which the statistics are 
based and the occasional character of cultural censuses in may of the member 
countries, problems that were solved as good as possible while the project evolved. 

A special problem that emerged frequently and that was only partly solved was that of 
the value of the single objects (should Rome’s Colosseo, for example, be counted the 
same way as a listed country house in the Netherlands?). The approach that was 
chosen here was that already experimented in the SPESP programme, that is to use 
the evaluations that tourist guides propose of monuments and museums. Another 
problem regards the gathering of statistics on immaterial cultural heritage and 
identity. The issues dealing with immaterial heritage and identity have been covered 
extensively in the case studies. The European Observatory should make particular 
efforts to address these two problems systematically. 

In fact, one basic condition to either preserve or valorise cultural heritage, a theme 
that is especially relevant for cultural landscapes, is their systematic and continuous 
registration by national and regional authorities. While a number of useful landscape 
typologies and maps of the geographic distribution have been developed on a national 
level, European approaches are still facing severe problems in terms of scale, 
accuracy and political relevance. 

As one unique register for cultural heritage is not set up yet on the EU-level, 
stocktaking has to be done along a standardised classification system. This is true for 
both cultural landscapes and cultural heritage. Therefore a European-wide neutral 
cultural landscape typology system is needed which forms the baseline for an 
accentuation and evaluation of cultural landscapes which may be graded afterwards. 
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Also a Europe-wide inventory of built cultural heritage has so far been missing. A 
beginning has been made in this project, but further work is still necessary. Every 
European cultural landscape and heritage city, site or monument should find a proper 
place in such a typology system. As far as the single parts of cultural heritage are 
concerned, further studies on the issues on the carrying capacity of cultural assets are 
urgently needed. 

The starting point of such an Observatory as far as cultural heritage is concerned 
should be the methodological discussion and the meta-data base that has been 
presented in the first part of chapter 2 of this final report. 

Apart of laying a sound basis for a Europe-wide information system on cultural 
landscapes and cultural heritage, the Observatory should be able to supply reliable 
information on cultural policies on regional, national and community level. It could 
contain information regarding best practices, be engaged in benchmarking as far as 
cultural policy is concerned, and deliver information on sensitive issues such as the 
way property rights are managed, the way cultural development is funded and how 
cultural development relates to regional change,    

The European Observatory for Cultural Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and Cultural 
Policies should be a joint-venture of (at least) the European Union, UNESCO ( that has 
already started to work on a cultural observatory) and the Council of Europe. Other 
potential partners may be non-governmental organisations like ICOMOS and ICROM. 
In any case, to play an effective role in policy making and to oversee and control the 
way article 151 of the Amsterdam Treaty is implemented, an independent status of 
the Observatory is an absolute must. 

 

5.6 Directions for further research  

Due to the complexity of the issue under investigation in this project, and to the 
methodological difficulties encountered by the TPG, necessary restrictions of the study 
field have been done.  

The development of a “European Observatory for Cultural Landscapes, Cultural 
Heritage and Cultural Policies” as illustrated in the previous section is certainly a 
necessary base in order to increase the solidity of the analytic effort proposed as a 
“pilot exercise” in this report (Section 3) and to expand it into new, interesting 
dimensions.  

For instance, the social dimension of heritage dimension needs to be researched 
further; ESPON 1.3.3 especially focuses on the economic dimension. We do abide with 
the comment of the ESPON MC that “beyond the economic and social parameters 
examined, the issue of preserving historic identity and continuity should have been 
further considered. As efforts to keep traditions alive are often seen as a historic 
necessity by local societies especially in “peripheral” areas, there is an additional 
dimension to the subject regarding activities of mostly amateur and volunteer 
organisations which, although very important to local cultural life, are not readily 
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quantifiable …” and we do hope that the consolidation of cultural heritage into 
European Spatial Planning will consider that dimension too.  

Secondly, even more attention in future research should be paid to the further 
development of a set of clear definitions of immaterial cultural heritage and in 
particular the concept of identity, avoiding politically sensitive issues.  

In general, an important topic only sketched in this project is the question of the 
cultural dynamics − considering culture not as a “given” set of resources but a capital 
stock made of tangible and intangible elements changing all the time and interfering 
in various ways with the main socio-economical trends shaping the Europe of regions. 
The TPG is aware that the main part of the analysis conducted in this report is static in 
nature, but so are most of the existent national databases regarding cultural assets. 
Only such extension of the research, which is likely to require substantial resources 
which were not available to this TPG, may give insight in the causality of the 
processes that determine the development and use of cultural heritage. 

The future activity of ESPON − and especially of the proposed European Observatory 
for Cultural Landscapes, Cultural Heritage and Cultural Policies − could be an 
important step to monitor the development of the cultural capital in time and its 
changing pattern and distribution among European territories.  

Finally, we would like to mention quantitative and qualitative aspects of the cultural 
heritage – mostly of the tangible type – which have been mostly explored at case 
study level in this report but should be the object of more systematic monitoring: the 
number of local and non-local visitors to heritage attractions and events, their level of 
accessibility (n. of opening hours in year, visitable surfaces), the property and 
organisation structures, their level of integration in local or international networks, 
and their programming or “production”, aspects (namely, orgware, shareware, 
software) that are considered by the TPG as important as the hardware – the mere 
physical infrastructure – in the consideration of spatial effects. In the impossibility to 
integrate this kind of information in the national databases at least in the short-
medium term, the TPG proposes that a statistically significant sample of heritage 
assets across countries and regions is considered at a “Observatory” level for this kind 
of deeper analysis.  
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ESPON project 1.3.3 “The role and spatial effects of 

cultural heritage and identity”

Annex 1 – Complete map collection

MAPS CONSTRUCTED FROM SIMPLE INDICATORS

1. Presence of monuments (unsmoothed database)

2. Presence of monuments, corrected database

3. Density of monuments, corrected database

4. Potential use pressure on monuments from local population, corrected database

5. Potential use pressure on monuments from visitors, corrected database

6. Total use pressure on protected cultural landscapes from resident + visiting population, 
corrected database

7. Presence of protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts

8. Density of protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts 

9. Potential use pressure on protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts from local 
population

10. Potential use pressure on protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts from visitors

11. Total use pressure on protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts from resident and 
visiting population

12. Presence of museums

13. Density of museums

14. Potential use pressure on museums from local population

15. Potential use pressure on museums from visitors

16. Total use pressure on museums from resident + visiting population

17. Diversity of population by foreign nationality

18. Culture-related jobs as a share of local active population

19. Availability of theatres

20. Availability of public libraries

21. Attainment level of local population

22. European cultural excellence networks

ANALYTIC MAPS BASED ON POTENTIAL DEMAND AND SUPPLY OF 
HERITAGE ASSETS

23. Integrated potential demand of heritage assets (NUTS III)

24. Integrated potential demand of heritage assets (NUTS II)

25. Integrated supply of heritage assets (NUTS II)

26. Integrated supply of heritage assets (NUTS III)

27. Balance in use pressure (NUTS III, critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

28. Balance in use pressure (NUTS II, critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

29. Balance in use pressure (NUTS III, critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

30. Balance in use pressure (NUTS II, critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)



ANALYTIC MAPS BASED ON CULTURAL SPECIALISATIONS

31. Orientation to conservation (NUTS III)

32. Orientation to conservation (NUTS II)

33. Orientation to production (NUTS III)

34. Orientation to production (NUTS II)

35. Orientation to valorization (NUTS III)

36. Orientation to valorization (NUTS II)

37. Composite orientation of culture (NUTS III)

38. Composite orientation of culture (NUTS II)

MAPS BASED ON CROSS-ANALYSIS OF CATEGORIES FROM 
ESPON 1.3.3 AND OTHER ESPON PROJECTS

39. Relation between per capita GDP and cultural employment (critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

40. Relation between per capita GDP and cultural employment (critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

41. Relation between per capita GDP and availability of libraries (critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

42. Relation between per capita GDP and availability of libraries (critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

43. Relation between per capita GDP and diversity of population (critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

44. Relation between per capita GDP and diversity of population (critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

45. Relation between unemployment and density of tangible heritage (critical values above 
1.5*st.dev.)

46. Relation between unemployment and density of tangible heritage (critical values above 
0.75*st.dev.)

47. Relation between typology of lagging regions and cultural supply

48. Relation between classes of vulnerability and heritage density

49. Relation between multimodal acessibility and heritage density

50. Relation between regional competitiveness according to lisbon strategy objectives, and cultural 
excellence

51. Cross-border differentials in balance between use pressure and supply of heritage (potential for 
cross-border cooperation in cultural and tourism management)

52. Cultural specialisations and FUR structure (MEGA and "tourism stars" cities)
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Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; 
BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 

Reference year:

A.0

Presence of monuments (unsmoothed database)

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex 
Final Report). NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

N. of registered monuments and sites in national 
lists, absolute number

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Espon space

non Espon space

# 1 Dot = 1 - 50 monuments

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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Espon space

non Espon space

# 1 Dot = 1 - 50 monuments

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-

N. of registered monuments and sites in national 
lists, absolute number

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex 
Final Report). NUTS III

Presence of monuments, corrected database

A.0

Reference year:

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; 
BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
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Very high

no data

non Espon space

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-

N. of registered monuments and sites in national lists, 
weighed by the number of "excellence" resources
(see 1.3.3 Final Report for weighing procedure) per square Km.

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Area data from ESPON shapefile information. NUTS III

Density of monuments, corrected database

Aº.1

Reference year:

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
Area data: 2005 (source EUROSTAT)
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AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
Population data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT)

Reference year:

Aº.2

Potential use pressure on monuments from local population, corrected database

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population data source EUROSTAT.
Whenever the EUROSTAT population data in year 2001 was not available, 
year 2000 has been used. NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

RATIO population 2001 / N. of registered monuments and sites 
in national lists, weighed by the number of "excellence" resources 
(see 1.3.3 Final Report for weighing procedure)

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Very low

Low

Average

High

Very high

no data

non Espon space

no values (denom = 0)

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

Reference year:

Aº.3

Potential use pressure on monuments from visitors, corrected database

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Tourist arrivals data source EUROSTAT. Whenever the 
EUROSTAT arrivals data in year 2001 was not available, 
year 2003 has been used. NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

RATIO tourist arrivals 2001 / N. of registered monuments 
and sites in national lists

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Very low

Low

Average

High

Very high

no data

non Espon space

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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Very low
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High

Very high

no data

non Espon space

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Ratio (tourist arrivals 2001 + 365*resident population 2001) 
/ N. of registered monuments and sites in national lists

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population and tourist arrivals data sources EUROSTAT. NUTS II

Total use pressure on monuments from resident + visiting population, corrected database

Aº.4

Reference year:
AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; 
BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; 
FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 
Population data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT).
Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)
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SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, 
RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002

Reference year:

B.0

Presence of protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts 

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). NUTS III
Source and other metadata information:

N. of protected conjuncts and landscapes in
national lists, absolute number.

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Espon space

non Espon space

# 1 Dot = 1 - 50 monuments
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RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002
Area data: 2005 (source EUROSTAT)

Reference year:

B.1

Density of protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts 

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Area data from ESPON shapefile information. NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

N. of protected conjuncts and landscapes in national lists 
per square Km.

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Very low

Low

Average

High

Very high

no data

non Espon space

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006
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no data

non Espon space

no values (denom = 0)

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Ratio population 2001 / N. of protected conjuncts 
and landscapes in national lists

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population data source EUROSTAT. Whenever the EUROSTAT 
population data in year 2001 was not available, year 2000 has been used. 
NUTS III

Potential use pressure on protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts from local population

B.2

Reference year:

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, HU, IE, LV, NO, SE, 
SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, 
RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002
Population data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT)
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RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002. 
Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

Reference year:

B.3

Potential use pressure on protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts from visitors

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Tourist arrivals data source EUROSTAT. Whenever the 
EUROSTAT arrivals data in year 2001 was not available, 
year 2003 has been used. NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

Ratio tourist arrivals 2001 / N. of protected conjuncts 
and landscapes in national lists

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Very low

Low
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no values (denom = 0)

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006
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no data

non Espon space

no values (denom = 0)

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
RATIO (tourist arrivals 2001 + 365*resident population 2001) /
 N. of protected conjuncts and landscapes in national lists

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population and tourist arrivals data sources EUROSTAT. 
NUTS II

Total use pressure on protected cultural landscapes and heritage conjuncts from resident 

and visiting population

B.4

Reference year:
AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, HU, IE, LV, NO, SE, 
SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, 
RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002. 
Population data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT). 
Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)
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c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
N. of registered museums in national lists, 
absolute number

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
NUTS III

Presence of museums

C.0

Reference year:
BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, 
RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, MT, NL: 2004; 
CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; 
AT, SI: 2000

Espon space

non Espon space

# 1 Dot = 1 - 50 monuments
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500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
N. of registered museums in national lists 
per square Km.

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Area data from ESPON shapefile information. NUTS III

Density of museums

C.1

Reference year:
BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, 
RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, MT, NL: 2004; 
CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; 
AT, SI: 2000.  Area data: 2005 (source EUROSTAT)
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RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, MT, NL: 2004; 
CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; 
AT, SI: 2000.  Population data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT)

Reference year:

C.2

Potential use pressure on museums from local population

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population data source EUROSTAT. Whenever the EUROSTAT 
population data in year 2001 was not available, year 2000 
has been used. NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

Ratio population 2001 / N. of registered 
museums in national lists 

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Ratio tourist arrivals 2001 / N. of registered museums in national lists
Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Tourist arrivals data source EUROSTAT. Whenever the 
EUROSTAT arrivals data in year 2001 was not available, 
year 2003 has been used. NUTS II

Potential use pressure on museums from visitors

C.3

Reference year:
BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, RO, SE, 
SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, MT, NL: 2004; CZ, EE, 
GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; AT, SI: 2000. 
Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)
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SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, MT, NL: 2004; CZ, EE, 
GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; AT, SI: 2000. 
Population data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT). 
Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

Reference year:

C.4

Total use pressure on museums from resident + visiting population

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population and tourist arrivals data sources EUROSTAT. 
NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

RATIO (tourist arrivals 2001 + 365*resident population 2001) / 
N. of registered museums in national lists

Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Shannon index of diversity for resident population, grouped 
into autochthonous population and 9 most numerous 
foreign national groups

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
NUTS III

Diversity of population by foreign nationality

E.1

Reference year:
CH, DK, NO, SE: 2005; BG, FI, RO; 2004; BE, DE: 2003; 
IE, PL, SI: 2002; AT, CZ, EE, ES, GR, HU, IT, LT, LU, NL, 
PT, UK: 2001; LV: 2000; FR: 1999; MT: 1995; 
SK: not available to the TPG.
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500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Number of workers with cultural and creative professions 
as a percentage of active population in 2001

Source and other metadata information:
Labour Force Survey, years 2000-2004. Selection of ISCO-88 
professional categories (see 1.3.3 final report for detailed procedure). 
Whenever the EUROSTAT population data in year 2001 was not available, 
year 2000 has been used. NUTS II

Culture-related jobs as a share of local active population

F.1

Reference year:
2001-2004 (average values). 
Active population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)
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EE, LU: 2006; CZ, DE, DK, ES, GR, IE, NO, SE: 2005; 
AT, BG, FR, IT, SK: 2004; HU, LT, LV,  NL, PL, UK: 2003; 
CY, RO, SI: 2002; BE: 2001; CH: 2002-2003; MT: 1997-2000, 2003-2005; 
FI: vv.yy.; PT: not specified. Population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)

Reference year:

G.21

Availability of theatres

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population data source EUROSTAT. Whenever the EUROSTAT 
population data in year 2001 was not available, year 2000 has been used. 
NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

Number of theatres per 1,000 residents
Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Very low

Low

Average

High

Very high

no data

non Espon space



20

#

#

#

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Kyiv

Wien
Bern

Oslo

Riga

Roma

Minsk

Praha
Paris

Dublin

BerlinLondon

Sofiya

Tirana

Madrid

Ankara

Zagreb

SkopjeLisboa

Vilnius

Beograd

Nicosia

Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

Very low

Low

Average

High

Very high

no data

non Espon space

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Number of public libraries per 1,000 residents

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Population data source EUROSTAT. Whenever the EUROSTAT 
population data in year 2001 was not available, year 2000 has been used. 
NUTS III

Availability of public libraries

G.23

Reference year:
DK, NO, SE: 2006; CZ, ES, IE, LU: 2005; AT, BG, FR, SK: 2004; 
CY, DE, EE, FI, GR, HU, IT, LT, LV, NL, PL, UK: 2003; 
CH, PT, RO, SI: 2002; BE: 2001; MT: 1997-2000, 2003-2005. 
Population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)
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2004. Population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)
Reference year:

H.12

Attainment level of local population

Labour Force Survey, years 2000-2004 (5th and 6th categories; 
Sweden data also inclusing category 4). 
Population data source EUROSTAT. 
Whenever the EUROSTAT population data in year 2001 was not available, 
year 2000 has been used. NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

Share of resident population with high attainment levels 
Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee



22

$

$

$ $

$
$$

$

$$
$

$

$
$
$

$

$

$

$

$$

$

$ $

$
$
$

$
$

$

$

$

$
$

$
$

$
$

$

$

$
$

$

$

$ $

$

$

$

$

$
$

$

$
$

$

$$
$

$
$

$ $

$$

$

$

$

$
$

$$

$

$

$$$

$$
$

$

$

$
$

$

$

$

$
$

$

$$

$

$

$

$$

$

$
$

$

$

$

$

$

$
$

$
$

$

$

$
$ $$

$
$

$

$
$

$

$
$

$ $

$

$

$

$
$

$

$

$$ $

$

$
$

$
$

$

$

$

$

$$

$

$

$

$

$

$
$

$
$

$
$

$

$
$

$

$

$
$

$$ $
$

$

$
$

$

$
$

$

$

$

$

$
$

$

$
$

$

$

$
$

$

$
$

$
$

$
$$ $
$

$
$

$

$ $$ $
$ $

$
$

$

$

$

$
$

$
$

$
$

$
$

$

$

$

$
$

$

$

$
$

$

$

$

$

$
$

$

$

$$

$$$

$$
$

$

$

$

$

$

$
$

$

$
$

$

$

$
$$

$
$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$
$

$
$ $ $

$$$ $$
$
$$

$$$

$

$

$
$ $

$
$$$$$

$

$
$

$

$

$ $
$

$
$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

##

#
##

##

#

#
#

#

#

#

#
#

# #

#
#

# #

#
#

## #
#

#
#

#
#
#

#
## ####

##
#

###
### #
#### #### ## ###
###

#
#######

#
# ###

## #

#

##

#
#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#

##
##

#
# #

#

## ##
##
#

##
#

#
# #

#
#

#

### #
#

###

#

#
#

#

#
#

#

#
###

#
# #

#
# #

#

#
#

##

#

#

#
#

#

#

##
#
#

#
#
#

##

#

#

#

##
#
#

#

###

#

#

# #
##

#
#
###

####

##

#

#

#

#

#
#
#
####
#

#

##

###
#

#
##

#
## ##
####

#
##

####
#

###

###

##

#
####

####

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

###
#
#

#
## #

#

## ###
#

######
#

#
#

#
#

#

#

##
# #

#

#

#

#

###
#

###

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#
#

#

# #
#
##
#

##
#

#

#

#

###

##

#

#
#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#

# #
#

#

#

#

#

# #
##

#
##

#
#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#
#

#

##

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#
#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

# #
# ##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

################
#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#
# #

# ## ##
##

## #

#

##
#

#

#
#

##

#

#

#

#
#

#

# ##

#
#

#

#

#

#
## #

#
# #

#
#

#

# ##

#
#

#

#

##
#

#

#
#

### #
##

##
#

###
########## ##

##
##
### ##

#

#

# ##
#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#
#

##
#

#
#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#
#

#
#

#

# #
#

#

#
#

#

#
# #
#

#

#

##
#
#

#
##

#
#

## #
#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

# #
# #

#

#

##
#

#
#

#
#

#
##

#

#

#

##
##

#
#
##

#

#
##

#

#
#

#
#
#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#
##

#

##

#
#

#
#

#

##
### #

#

#

## #
#

##

#

#

#

##
#

#
#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

##

#

# #
#

#
#

#

#

# #

#

##

#
#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

# #

#

#

#

###

#

##

##

#

#
##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
##

#
#

#
#

#

#

# ## ##

#

##

#
##

#
#

#

#

#

#
#

#

## #
#

#
## ##

#
#

#
##
##

#
#

#

##
#

## #

#
#

##

##

#

#
#

#

###
#

## # ##
# ##

#
#

#

#

# #
#

#
#
#

# # #

#

# #
#
#

#

#

#
#

#

#
# #

#

#

#
# ##

#
#

##

#

#
#

#

#
#

#
#

#

#

#

#
#
#

##

#

#

#

#
#

#
#
#

#

#
#

## ### #

##

#

###

#

#
##

# ##

#

#

#

##

#

# # #

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#
#
#

##

#

#
##

#
# #

#
#

#
#

#
#

#
#

#
#

#

#
##
#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
# #

#
# #

#
#

#
#

## ##
#

#

##

#
#
#
#

##
# ###

#
#

#
#

# #

#

##

#
#

#
#

## #

#

#
#

#

#

#

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

#
#

#
#

#

#

#
#

##

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
# #

#

#
#

#

#
##

#
#

# ##
# #

#
#
##

#
# #

#

#

#
#

#
##

##

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#

#
#

##

#

##

##

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

###

#
#
#

#
###### #

# ### ##

##

##
#

#
####

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

##
##

#
#

#

#

#

##

##

#
#

#

##
#
#

###
#

#
####

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
####

#
#

#

#

##
# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#
##

#

#
##

#
#

###
##

#####

#

#

#

# #

#

##

#

#
#

#
#

#
# #
# ####

### ##### # #
#

#
#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
##

#

##

# #
#

#

#

#

#
#

#
###
#

##
#
###

#

#

#
##

#

#
#

##
#

#

#
##

#

#
#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#
#
##

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
##

#

##

#
#
##

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

##

##

#

##
#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

##
#
#

#

#
#

##
#

##

#

# #

#
#

#

#
#

#

#

##
#

##
#

#

#

# #
## ###

#

#

#

##
#

#
##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#
#

#
#

#

###

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#
#

##
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#

#
#

#

#

# #
#

# ##

#

#

#
#

#

#
##

##

#

#

##

#

#

#
##

#
#

# #

##
## #

##### ###
#

######
##

#

#

#
#

##
##

#

#

#
#

######

##

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#
#

#

#

#

##
#

# ##
###

##
##

#
#

# ##

##

#

#

######

###
#

#

#
#

#
#

#

#

# ###
#

#

###

#
#

#

#
#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
###

######
##
###

#

#

#
# #
#

#

# #

#

#
##

# #
##
#

#

#

#
# #

#

#

###
##

#

#

##
#

# ##
#

##

#
#

#

##

#
#

## ####
#

#
#

#
#

#
#
##

#

# #
#

#
##

#
#
##
#####

#

# #
##

#
#

#

#
#

##

#

#

#

#
#

#
# ##
#

#
#

#
#

##
##

##
#

#
#

#
#

#

#
#####

### ##
#

#

#

#

#

#

## #
#

#
# ###

#

#### ######
##

## #

#
#

## #
#

#
#
#

#
#

#
##
##

##

#
#
#

## #

#

#
# #

#

#
#
#

###

#
#

##

# # #

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

##

#
###

### ##

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#
#

# ####
###
###

#
## #

# ####

#
##

#
#

#

#

#
## #

#####

##

#

##

#

# #

#

##

#

%U

%U

%U
%U

%U
%U

%U

%U
%U

%U %U

%U

%U%U

%U

%U

%U

%U

%U
%U

%U

%U
%U %U

%U%U

%U
%U

%U
%U

%U

%U

%U

%U

%U
%U

%U

%U

%U

%U
%U

%U

%U

%U

%U %U

%U

%U

%U

%U
%U %U

%U

%U

%U

%U

%U

%U
%U

%U

%U

%U

%U

%U

%U

(X

(X
(X(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

(X
(X

(X

(X

(X

(X (X

(X

(X

(X (X

(X

(X

(X
(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

(X

#S

#S

#S

#S

#S
#S

#S

#S #S

#S

#S

#S

#S

#S

#S

#S

#S

#S

#S
#S

#S

#S

#S

#S#S

#S

#S

#

#

#

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Kyiv

Wien
Bern

Oslo

Riga

Roma

Minsk

Praha
Paris

Dublin

BerlinLondon

Sofiya

Tirana

Madrid

Ankara

Zagreb

SkopjeLisboa

Vilnius

Beograd

Nicosia

Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

European cultural excellence networks

http://www.etc-centre.org/home.asp;
http://icom.museum/vlmp/;
http://www.europeanmuseumguide.com/;
WWW.MUSEUMLAND.COM;
http://vhosting1.telvia.it/amcnet/museumland/nationslist.php;
http://www.opera-europa.org/view.asp?id=168;
http://europa.eu.int/comm/culture/eac/other_actions/
      cap_europ/cap_eu_en.html; 
http://www.eurofilmfest.org/ecff/festivals/index.html;
http://www.filmfestivals.com/ffs/search2.shtml

Source and other metadata information.-

non Espon space

Espon space

1 World Heritage Sites from UNESCO List

 2  World Heritage Sites from UNESCO List

 3 - 5  World Heritage Sites from UNESCO List

$

# Cat. B: Museums members of ICOM.

%U Cat. C: Opera Companies members of Opera Europa.

(X Cat. D. European Capitals for Culture 1985-2008.

#S Cat. A: Theatres belonging to the European Theatre Convention.

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Cat. E: Film festival associated to the Euroepan film Festival association.

Reference year:
cross-section data 2006
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.2, B.2, C.2, D.2

INTEGRATED POTENTIAL DEMAND OF HERITAGE ASSETS

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

Indicators normalised and summed, sum normalised
Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Very low

Low

Average

High

Very high

no data

non Espon space

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee
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This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Very low

Low

Average

High

Very high

no data

non Espon space

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Indicators normalised and summed, sum normalised

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
NUTS II

INTEGRATED POTENTIAL DEMAND OF HERITAGE ASSETS

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.4, B.4, C.4, D.4

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)
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non Espon space

no data

Very high

High

Average

Low

Very low

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 

Algorithm.-
Indicators normalised and summed, sum normalised

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
NUTS III

INTEGRATED SUPPLY OF HERITAGE ASSETS

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1, B.1, C.1, D.1

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1, B.1, C.1, D.1

INTEGRATED SUPPLY OF HERITAGE ASSETS

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

Indicators normalised and summed, sum normalised
Algorithm.-

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .- 
Classification based on the 
five distribution percentiles

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

non Espon space

no data

Very high

High

Average

Low

Very low
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D low; S high (4)

D low, S low (3)

D high, S low (2)

D high, S high (1)

Normal values

no data

non Espon space

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Categories:

1.- High density of cultural resources,
     high potential use pressure from local residents.
2.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     low potential use pressure from local residents.
3.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     low potential use pressure from local residents. 
4.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     high potential use pressure from local residents. 
Normal values.- 

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1;B.1;C.1;D.1;Aº.2; 
B.2;C.2;D.2

(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS III

Source and other metadata information:

High and low values based on values larger 
than 1.5 times the standard deviation 
for demand and supply. 

Algorithm.-

BALANCE IN USE PRESSURE

P  + S  <= 1.52 2 2
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BALANCE IN USE PRESSURE

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1;B.1;C.1;D.1;
Aº.3; B.3;C.3;D.3

(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

High and low values based on values larger 
than 1.5 times the standard deviation 
for demand and supply. 

Algorithm.-

Categories:

1.- High density of cultural resources,
     high potential use pressure from local residents.
2.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     low potential use pressure from local residents.
3.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     low potential use pressure from local residents. 
4.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     high potential use pressure from local residents. 
Normal values.- 

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

D low; S high (4)

D low, S low (3)

D high, S low (2)

D high, S high (1)

Normal values

no data

non Espon space P  + S  <= 1.52 2 2
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P  + S  <= 0.752 2 2

D low; S high (4)

D low, S low (3)

D high, S low (2)

D high, S high (1)

Normal values

no data

non Espon space

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

1.- High density of cultural resources,
     high potential use pressure from local residents.
2.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     low potential use pressure from local residents.
3.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     low potential use pressure from local residents. 
4.- Low density of cultural resources, 
     high potential use pressure from local residents. 
Normal values.- 

Categories:

Algorithm.-
High and low values based on values larger 
than 0.75 times the standard deviation 
for demand and supply. 

Source and other metadata information:
Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS III

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1;B.1;C.1;
D.1;Aº.2; B.2;C.2;D.2

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

BALANCE IN USE PRESSURE
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BALANCE IN USE PRESSURE

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1;B.1;C.1;
D.1;Aº.3; B.3;C.3;D.3

(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:

High and low values based on values larger 
than 0.75 times the standard deviation 
for demand and supply. 

Algorithm.-

Categories:

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

D low; S high (4)

D low, S low (3)

D high, S low (2)

D high, S high (1)

Normal values

no data

non Espon space P  + S  <= 0.752 2 2

1.- High density of cultural resources, high potential 
use pressure from local residents and visitors.
2.- Low density of cultural resources, low potential
 use pressure from local residents and visitors.
3.- Low density of cultural resources, low potential 
use pressure from local residents and visitors. 
4.- Low density of cultural resources, high potential 
use pressure from local residents and visitors. 
Normal values.- 
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ORIENTATION TO CONSERVATION

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS III

3 categories: 
High.- First quantile of distribution
Average.- Second quantile of distribution
Low.- Third quantile of distribution

Algorithm.-

Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

non Espon space

no data

Low 

Average 

High 

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006
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Average 

Low 

no data

non Espon space

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Algorithm.-
3 categories: 
High.- First quantile of distribution
Average.- Second quantile of distribution
Low.- Third quantile of distribution

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

ORIENTATION TO CONSERVATION

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

High 

Average 

Low 

no data

non Espon space

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Algorithm.-
3 categories: 
High.- First quantile of distribution
Average.- Second quantile of distribution
Low.- Third quantile of distribution

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS III

ORIENTATION TO PRODUCTION

Source and other metadata information:
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ORIENTATION TO PRODUCTION

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

3 categories: 
High.- First quantile of distribution
Average.- Second quantile of distribution
Low.- Third quantile of distribution

Algorithm.-

Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

non Espon space

no data

Low 

Average 

High 

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Source and other metadata information:
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ORIENTATION TO VALORIZATION

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS III

3 categories: 
High.- First quantile of distribution
Average.- Second quantile of distribution
Low.- Third quantile of distribution

Algorithm.-

Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

non Espon space

no data

Low 

Average 

High 

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

High 

Average 

Low 

no data

non Espon space

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Algorithm.-
3 categories: 
High.- First quantile of distribution
Average.- Second quantile of distribution
Low.- Third quantile of distribution

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

ORIENTATION TO VALORIZATION

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS III

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Algorithm.-
7 categories: 
CPV.- High level of orientation to conservation,
         production and valorization
CP.-  High level of orientation to conservation
         and production 
PV.-  High level of orientation to production 
        and valorization
CV.-  High level of orientation to conservation 
         and valorization
C.-  High level of orientation to conservation
P.-  High level of orientation to production
V.-  High level of orientation to valorization
0.-  Average or low level of orientation to any
     aspect of culture

COMPOSITE ORIENTATION OF CULTURE

non espon space

Multi-specialised regions (CPV)

Reproductionist (CP)

Craftshops (PV)

Classrooms (CV)

Conservationists (C)

Productionists (P)

Merchant regions (V)

Non-specialised regions (0)

no data

Source and other metadata information:
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Craftshops (PV)

Classrooms (CV)

Conservationists (C)

Productionists (P)

Merchant regions (V)

Non-specialised regions (0)

no data

COMPOSITE ORIENTATION OF CULTURE

Algorithm.-
7 categories: 
CPV.- High level of orientation to conservation,
         production and valorization
CP.-  High level of orientation to conservation
         and production 
PV.-  High level of orientation to production 
        and valorization
CV.-  High level of orientation to conservation 
         and valorization
C.-  High level of orientation to conservation
P.-  High level of orientation to production
V.-  High level of orientation to valorization
0.-  Average or low level of orientation to any
     aspect of culture

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology in Final Report)

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: F.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
GDP00EHN2 (ESPON 3.1)
Algorithm.-
X: normalised per capita GDP. 
Y: normalised F.1 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 1.5*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

RELATION BETWEEN PER CAPITA GDP AND CULTURAL EMPLOYMENT 

(critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

Fourth quadrant (4)

non Espon space

no data

Normal values (0)

First quadrant (1)

Second quadrant (2)

Third quadrant (3)
2 2

Source and other metadata information:
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Third quadrant (3)

Second quadrant (2)

First quadrant (1)

Normal values (0)

no data

non Espon space

Fourth quadrant (4)

RELATION BETWEEN PER CAPITA GDP AND CULTURAL EMPLOYMENT 

(critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

X: normalised per capita GDP. 
Y: normalised F.1 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 0.75*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Algorithm.-

Elaboration on indicators: F.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
GDP00EHN2 (ESPON 3.1)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Source and other metadata information:



41

#

#

#

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Kyiv

Wien
Bern

Oslo

Riga

Roma

Minsk

Praha
Paris

Dublin

BerlinLondon

Sofiya

Tirana

Madrid

Ankara

Zagreb

SkopjeLisboa

Vilnius

Beograd

Nicosia

Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

22

Third quadrant (3)

Second quadrant (2)

First quadrant (1)

Normal values (0)

no data

non Espon space

Fourth quadrant (4)

RELATION BETWEEN PER CAPITA GDP AND AVAILABILITY OF LIBRARIES 

(critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

X: normalised per capita GDP. 
Y: normalised G.23 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 1.5*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Algorithm.-

Elaboration on indicators: G.23 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
GDP00EHN2 (ESPON 3.1)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: G.23 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
GDP00EHN2 (ESPON 3.1)
Algorithm.-
X: normalised per capita GDP. 
Y: normalised G.23 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 0.75*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

RELATION BETWEEN PER CAPITA GDP AND AVAILABILITY OF LIBRARIES 

(critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

Fourth quadrant (4)

non Espon space

no data

Normal values (0)

First quadrant (1)

Second quadrant (2)

Third quadrant (3)
2 2

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: E.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
GDP00EHN2 (ESPON 3.1)
Algorithm.-
X: normalised per capita GDP. 
Y: normalised E.1 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 1.5*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

RELATION BETWEEN PER CAPITA GDP AND DIVERSITY OF POPULATION 

(critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

Fourth quadrant (4)

non Espon space

no data

Normal values (0)

First quadrant (1)

Second quadrant (2)

Third quadrant (3)
2 2

Source and other metadata information:
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Third quadrant (3)

Second quadrant (2)

First quadrant (1)

Normal values (0)

no data

non Espon space

Fourth quadrant (4)

RELATION BETWEEN PER CAPITA GDP AND DIVERSITY OF POPULATION 

(critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

X: normalised per capita GDP. 
Y: normalised E.1 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 0.75*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Algorithm.-

Elaboration on indicators: E.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
GDP00EHN2 (ESPON 3.1)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Source and other metadata information:
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Third quadrant (3)

Second quadrant (2)

First quadrant (1)

Normal values (0)

no data

non Espon space

Fourth quadrant (4)

RELATION BETWEEN UNEMPLOYMENT AND DENSITY OF TANGIBLE HERITAGE 

(critical values above 1.5*st.dev.)

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

X: normalised unemployment rate. 
Y: normalised Aº.1 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 1.5*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Algorithm.-

Elaboration on indicators: A*.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
UNRT01N3 (ESPON 3.1)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: A*.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
UNRT01N3 (ESPON 3.1)

Algorithm.-
X: normalised unemployment rate. 
Y: normalised Aº.1 indicator
0.-  X  +Y  < 0.75*st.dev
1.-  X "high", Y "high")
2.-  X "low", Y "high"
3.-  X "low", Y "low"
4.-  X "high", Y "low")

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

RELATION BETWEEN UNEMPLOYMENT AND DENSITY OF TANGIBLE HERITAGE 

(critical values above 0.75*st.dev.)

Fourth quadrant (4)

non Espon space

no data

Normal values (0)

First quadrant (1)

Second quadrant (2)

Third quadrant (3)
2 2

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Algorithm.-

Variable “supply of heritage” based on the elaboration 
of indicators Aº.1, B.1, C.1, D.1. “
High” and “average” levels of supply of heritage based on first and 
second tertiles of the distribution. 

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). NUTS II

non espon space

lagging regions, high supply of heritage (1)

potentially lagging regions, high supply of heritage (2)

lagging regions, average supply of heritage (3)

potentially lagging regions, average supply of heritage (4)

other regions (0)

no data

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1, B.1, C.1, D.1
(ESPON 1.3.3) and LagR00N3 (ESPON 2.1/3.1)

RELATION BETWEEN TYPOLOGY OF LAGGING REGIONS AND CULTURAL SUPPLY

Source and other metadata information:



48

#

#

#

#
#

##

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

# #

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

Kyiv

Wien
Bern

Oslo

Riga

Roma

Minsk

Praha
Paris

Dublin

BerlinLondon

Sofiya

Tirana

Madrid

Ankara

Zagreb

SkopjeLisboa

Vilnius

Beograd

Nicosia

Tallinn

Athinai

Warszawa

Budapest

Helsinki

Kishinev

Valletta

Bucuresti

København

Reykjavik

Stockholm

Ljubljana

Sarajevo

Amsterdam

Luxembourg

Bratislava

Bruxelles/Brussel

Guyane

Acores

Réunion

Madeira

Canarias

Guadeloupe Martinique

RELATION BETWEEN CLASSES OF VULNERABILITY AND HERITAGE DENSITY

Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
VUL CLASS (ESPON 1.3.1)

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Source of vulnerability data: ESPON project 1.3.1. 
Missing data in Poland are due to shapefile misspecification (different 
shapefile versions used in the two projects). NUTS III

15 Classes: 
- 1, 2, 3: very low vulnerability, low to high Aº.1. 
- 4, 5, 6: low vulnerability, low to high Aº.1. 
- 7, 8, 9: moderate vulnerability, low to high Aº.1. 
- 10, 11, 12: high vulnerability, low to high Aº.1. 
- 13, 14, 15: very high vulnerability, low to high Aº.1

Algorithm.-

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

non Espon space

no data

Very low vulnerability (1, 2, 3)

Low  vulnerability (4, 5, 6)

Moderate vulnerability (7, 8, 9)

Very high vulnerability (13, 14, 15)

Average heritage density

High heritage density

High vulnerability (10, 11, 12)

Low heritage density

Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Algorithm.-
- 5: very high accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 4: high accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 2: low accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 1: very low accessibility, high density of tangible heritage
- 0: other values

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
Source of accessibility data: ESPON project 1.2.1.
Missing data in Poland are due to shapefile misspecification 
(different shapefile versions used in the two projects). NUTS III. 

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1 (ESPON 1.3.3) and 
AcME01N3 (Potential accessibility multimodal,
ESPON space = 100) (ESPON 1.2.1)

RELATION BETWEEN MULTIMODAL ACESSIBILITY AND HERITAGE DENSITY

non Espon space

Very high accessibility (5)

High accessibility (4)

Low accessibility (2)

Very low accessibility (1)

Other values (0)

no data Source and other metadata information:
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RELATION BETWEEN REGIONAL COMPETITIVENESS ACCORDING TO LISBON

STRATEGY OBJECTIVES, AND CULTURAL EXCELLENCE

Elaboration on regional typologies of cultural orientation 
(various indicators ESPON 1.3.3) and Synthetic index of approximation 
to Lisbon Startegy Objectives, ESPON project 3.3

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

500 km.

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex Final Report). 
The source of synthetic index of approximation to Lisbon Strategy is 
ESPON project 3.3 (elaboration and aggregation of 14 other indicators 
relative to aspects of the Lisbon Strategy). 
Author: CURS (Helsinki University of Technology). NUTS II

5 Classes 
- 1: high competitiveness, cultural excellence
- 2: high competitiveness, culturally non-specialised
- 3: low competitiveness, cultural excellence
- 4: low competitiveness, culturally non-specialised
- 0: other regions

Algorithm.-

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

low competitiveness, culturally non-specialised (4)

low competitiveness, cultural excellence (3)

high competitiveness, culturally non-specialised (2)

high competitiveness, cultural excellence (1)

other regions (4)

non Espon space

no data
Source and other metadata information:
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(see reference years of base indicators)
Reference year:

Algorithm.-

5 Classes . High and low values based on values larger than 
0.75 times the standard deviation for demand and supply. 
Normal values: P  + S  < 0.75

Various sources. See regional metadata (Annex 
Final Report). NUTS II

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-
Elaboration on indicators: Aº.1;B.1;C.1;
D.1;Aº.3; B.3;C.3;D.3 and data from code 8888 of 
INTERREG programns in ESPON database

This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

CROSS-BORDER DIFFERENTIALS IN BALANCE BETWEEN USE PRESSURE AND SUPPLY OF HERITAGE 

(potential for cross-border cooperation in heritage and tourism management)

non Espon space

Non-border region or "normal" values 
of potential use pressure and supply of heritage

High density of cultural resources, 
high potential use pressure from local residents and visitors (1)

High density of cultural resources, 
low potential use pressure from local residents and visitors (2)

Low density of cultural resources, 
low potential use pressure from local residents and visitors (3)

Low density of cultural resources, 
high potential use pressure from local residents and visitors (4)

no data

Source and other metadata information:

2 2 2
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This map does not
necessarily reflect the
opinion of the ESPON
Monitoring Committee

500 km.

EuroGeographics Association for the administrative boundariesc

c Project 1.3.3  CHI 2004-2006

Cultural specialisations and FUR structure (MEGA and "tourism stars" cities)

Source and other metadata information:

Various sources. See regional metadata 
(Annex Final Report). 
Urban typologies from ESPON project 1.1.1. 
NUTS II

Elaboration on selected indicators 
(see detailed methodology 
in Final Report) and ESPON project 1.1.1.

Indicator in database 1.3.3 .-

Reference year:
(see reference years of base indicators)

Algorithm.-
7 categories: 
CPV.- High level of orientation to conservation,
         production and valorization
CP.-  High level of orientation to conservation
         and production 
PV.-  High level of orientation to production 
        and valorization
CV.-  High level of orientation to conservation 
         and valorization
C.-  High level of orientation to conservation
P.-  High level of orientation to production
V.-  High level of orientation to valorization
0.-  Average or low level of orientation to any
     aspect of culture

non espon space

Multi-specialised regions (CPV)

Reproductionist (CP)

Craftshops (PV)

Classrooms (CV)

Conservationists (C)

Productionists (P)

Merchant regions (V)

Non-specialised regions (0)

no data

ÊÚ MEGA (urban overall typologies cat. 3)

#S
Global and international tourism 
attraction cities



Data Navigator ESPON 

Project

Source of data Author Regional reference Time reference Frequency of data Origin of data Variable name Variable description

SIMPLE INDICATORS
A.0 1.3.3 See regional mdb See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Number of monuments Includes tangible heritahe assets included in national and regional lists (historical buildings, churches, 

mansions, sites, archeological remains, caves, etc.)

Aº.0 1.3.3 See regional mdb See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Number of monuments  (Grecce, 

Italy, Sweden: calibrated in SPESP 

1.7 data "cultural assets"

Includes tangible heritahe assets included in national and regional lists (historical buildings, churches, 

mansions, sites, archeological remains, caves, etc.) weighed by stars received in TCI tourist guide

Aº.1 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Area data from 

ESPON shapefile

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Density of monuments Includes tangible heritahe assets included in national and regional lists (historical buildings, churches, 

mansions, sites, archeological remains, caves, etc.) weighed by stars received in TCI tourist guide

Aº.2 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data  

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT0 2001 or 

EUROSTAT 2003 ehen not available. 

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on 

monuments by local residents

Includes tangible heritahe assets included in national and regional lists (historical buildings, churches, 

mansions, sites, archeological remains, caves, etc.) weighed by stars received in TCI tourist guide

Aº.3 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on 

monuments by visitors

Includes tangible heritahe assets included in national and regional lists (historical buildings, churches, 

mansions, sites, archeological remains, caves, etc.) weighed by stars received in TCI tourist guide

Aº.4 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

from EUROSTAT 01 (pop_01) or 

when not available from EUROSTAT 

2003 (pop_03). Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on 

monuments by local residents and 

visitors

Includes tangible heritahe assets included in national and regional lists (historical buildings, churches, 

mansions, sites, archeological remains, caves, etc.) weighed by stars received in TCI tourist guide

B.0 1.3.3 See regional mdb See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Number of cultural landscapes and 

conjuncts

Includes protected conjuncts and cultural landscapes (battlefields, parks and gardens, histoircal and walled 

cities, protedted rural landscapes, etc.)

B.1 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Area data from 

ESPON shapefile

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Density of cultural landscapes and 

conjuncts 

Includes protected conjuncts and cultural landscapes (battlefields, parks and gardens, histoircal and walled 

cities, protedted rural landscapes, etc.)

B.2 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data  

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT0 2001 or 

EUROSTAT 2003 ehen not available. 

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on cultural 

landscapes and conjuncts by local 

residents

Includes protected conjuncts and cultural landscapes (battlefields, parks and gardens, histoircal and walled 

cities, protedted rural landscapes, etc.)

B.3 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on cultural 

landscapes and conjuncts by visitors

Includes protected conjuncts and cultural landscapes (battlefields, parks and gardens, histoircal and walled 

cities, protedted rural landscapes, etc.)

B.4 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

from EUROSTAT 01 (pop_01) or 

when not available from EUROSTAT 

2003 (pop_03). Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on cultural 

landscapes and conjuncts by local 

residents and visitors

Includes protected conjuncts and cultural landscapes (battlefields, parks and gardens, histoircal and walled 

cities, protedted rural landscapes, etc.)

C.0 1.3.3 See regional mdb See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Number of museums and galleries Includes museums and galleries included in national and regional listings (see regional specification)

C.1 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Area data from 

ESPON shapefile

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Density of museums and galleries Includes museums and galleries included in national and regional listings (see regional specification)

C.2 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data  

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT0 2001 or 

EUROSTAT 2003 ehen not available. 

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on museums 

and galleries by local residents

Includes museums and galleries included in national and regional listings (see regional specification)

C.3 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on museums 

and galleries by visitors

Includes museums and galleries included in national and regional listings (see regional specification)
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Data Navigator

SIMPLE INDICATORS
A.0

Aº.0

Aº.1

Aº.2

Aº.3

Aº.4

B.0

B.1

B.2

B.3

B.4

C.0

C.1

C.2

C.3

Reference year In case: indication/ Source 

of use

Theoretical Postulate Calculation algorithm Characterisation 

According DPSIR of the 

EEA

Policy Relevance NUTS Version Type of Data

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, 

NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. 

See regional mdb Illustrates the spatial distribution of 

protected tangible cultural assets

2003 absolute 

number

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, 

NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995

See regional mdb Illustrates the spatial distribution of 

protected tangible cultural assets, 

correcting for outliers present in A.0

calibration method illustrated in 

report

2003 absolute 

number

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, 

NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. Area data: 

2005 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates spatial concentration and 

defines tourist attractiveness

Aº.0 / area_sq 2003 indicator (ratio)

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, 

NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. Population 

data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

local demand and defines size of 

local market and risk

pop _01 / Aº.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, 

NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. Tourism 

arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

visitor demand and defines size of 

tourist market and risk

arr_01 / Aº.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, HU, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FI, IE, MT, 

NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; FR, GR, IT, LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002; CH: 1995. Population 

data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT). Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

total demand and defines size of  

market and risk

(pop_01*365+arr_01) / Aº.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, HU, IE, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, 

FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002

See regional mdb Illustrates the spatial distribution of 

protected landscapes

2003 absolute 

number

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, HU, IE, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, 

FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002. Area data: 2005 

(source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates spatial concentration and 

defines tourist attractiveness of 

cultural landscapes

B.0 / area_sq 2003 indicator (ratio)

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, HU, IE, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, 

FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002. Population data: 

2001 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

local demand and defines size of 

local market and risk of cultural 

landscapes

pop _01 / B.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, HU, IE, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, 

FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002. Tourism arrivals data: 

2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

visitor demand and defines size of 

tourist market and risk of cultural 

landscapes

arr_01 / B.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

AT, BE (Wallony), CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, HU, IE, LV, NO, SE, SI, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, CH, 

FR, GR, IT, MT, NL, PT, RO, UK: 2004; LT, LU, PL: 2003; BE (Flanders), CY: 2002. Population data: 

2001 (source EUROSTAT). Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

total demand and defines size of  

market and risk of cultural 

landscapes

(pop_01*365+arr_01) / B.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, 

MT, NL: 2004; CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; AT, SI: 2000

See regional mdb Illustrates the spatial distribution of 

museums and galleries

2003 absolute 

number

BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, 

MT, NL: 2004; CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; AT, SI: 2000. Area data: 

2005 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates spatial concentration and 

defines tourist attractiveness of 

museums and galleries

C.0 / area_sq 2003 indicator (ratio)

BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, 

MT, NL: 2004; CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; AT, SI: 2000. Population 

data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

local demand and defines size of 

local market and risk of museums 

and galleries

pop _01 / C.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, 

MT, NL: 2004; CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; AT, SI: 2000. Tourism 

arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

visitor demand and defines size of 

tourist market and risk of museums 

and galleries

arr_01 / C.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

Page 2 of 4



Data Navigator ESPON 

Project

Source of data Author Regional reference Time reference Frequency of data Origin of data Variable name Variable description

C.4 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

from EUROSTAT 01 (pop_01) or 

when not available from EUROSTAT 

2003 (pop_03). Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on museums 

and galleries by local residents and 

visitors

Includes museums and galleries included in national and regional listings (see regional specification)

D.0 1.3.3 See regional mdb See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Number of cultural events Includes cultural events included in national and regional listings (see regional specification and selection 

criteria in FR)

D.1 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Area data from 

ESPON shapefile

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Density of cultural events Includes cultural events included in national and regional listings (see regional specification and selection 

criteria in FR)

D.2 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data  

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT0 2001 or 

EUROSTAT 2003 ehen not available. 

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on cultural 

events by local residents

Includes cultural events included in national and regional listings (see regional specification and selection 

criteria in FR)

D.3 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on cultural 

events by visitors

Includes cultural events included in national and regional listings (see regional specification and selection 

criteria in FR)

D.4 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

from EUROSTAT 01 (pop_01) or 

when not available from EUROSTAT 

2003 (pop_03). Tourism data are 

arrivals of domestic and foreigners 

visitors in all types of accommodation, 

EUROSTAT 2001 (or 2003 when 

2001 not available)

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Potential use pressure on cultural 

events by local residents and visitors

Includes cultural events included in national and regional listings (see regional specification and selection 

criteria in FR)

E.1 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

from EUROSTAT 2001

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Diversity of population per nationality 

of residents

Includes 10 population groups (autochtonous population, 8 largest allochtonous population groups and 

residual allochtonomous population)

E.2 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

from EUROSTAT 2001

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Diversity of population per ethnic 

minority

Includes 10 largest ethnic groups

F.1 1.3.3 EUROSTAT Labour Force Survey 

data 2000-2004, selected ISCO-88 (5 

and 4 digits) categories. Actrve 

populaiton data from EUROSTAT 

2001

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb N. of cultural and creative 

professionals as a share of local 

active population 

Includes selected ISCO-88 professional categories from LFS 2000-2004

G.21 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT 2001 oe 

EUROSTAT 2000 when not available

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Availability of theaters Includes all podia and venues included in national and regional lists built on purpose or occasionally used for 

performing arts

G.22 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT 2001 oe 

EUROSTAT 2000 when not available

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Availability of cinema screens Includes all registered cinema screens 

G.23 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT 2001 oe 

EUROSTAT 2000 when not available

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Availability of public libraries Includes all public libraries associated in national and regional library systems

H.11 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT 2001 oe 

EUROSTAT 2000 when not available

See regional mdb NUTS III See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Number of graduates in region as a 

percentage of the local population

Includes the total number of graduates from regional higher education institute in last recorded year 

H.12 1.3.3 See regional mdb. Population data 

(pop_01) from EUROSTAT 2001 oe 

EUROSTAT 2000 when not available

See regional mdb NUTS II See regional mdb cross-sectional See regional mdb Share of local residents with high 

attainment level

Includes residents with ISCED-97 atainament categories n. 4, 5 and 6 accordfing to LFS 2000-2004
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Data Navigator

SIMPLE INDICATORSC.4

D.0

D.1

D.2

D.3

D.4

E.1

E.2

F.1

G.21

G.22

G.23

H.11

H.12

Reference year In case: indication/ Source 

of use

Theoretical Postulate Calculation algorithm Characterisation 

According DPSIR of the 

EEA

Policy Relevance NUTS Version Type of Data

BE (Flanders), BE (Wallony), CH, DE, DK, ES, LU, NO, RO, SE, SK: 2005; BE (Brussels), BG, FR, IT, 

MT, NL: 2004; CZ, EE, GR, HU, LT, LV, PL, UK: 2003; CY, FI, IE, PT: 2002; AT, SI: 2000. Population 

data: 2001 (source EUROSTAT). Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

total demand and defines size of  

market and risk of museums and 

galleries

(pop_01*365+arr_01) / C.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

BG, EE; 2006; BE, CH, CZ, DK, ES, HU, IE, IT, LU, NL, NO, RO, SE, UK: 2005; AT, FR: 2004; FI: 2003; 

CY: 2002; MT: 2000; DE, GR, LT, LV, PL, PT, SI, SK: data not available

See regional mdb Illustrates the spatial distribution of 

cultural events

2003 absolute 

number

BG, EE; 2006; BE, CH, CZ, DK, ES, HU, IE, IT, LU, NL, NO, RO, SE, UK: 2005; AT, FR: 2004; FI: 2003; 

CY: 2002; MT: 2000; DE, GR, LT, LV, PL, PT, SI, SK: data not available. Area data: 2005 (source 

EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates spatial concentration and 

defines tourist attractiveness of 

cultural events

D.0 / area_sq 2003 indicator (ratio)

BG, EE; 2006; BE, CH, CZ, DK, ES, HU, IE, IT, LU, NL, NO, RO, SE, UK: 2005; AT, FR: 2004; FI: 2003; 

CY: 2002; MT: 2000; DE, GR, LT, LV, PL, PT, SI, SK: data not available. Population data: 2001 (source 

EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

local demand and defines size of 

local market of cultural events

pop _01 / D.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

BG, EE; 2006; BE, CH, CZ, DK, ES, HU, IE, IT, LU, NL, NO, RO, SE, UK: 2005; AT, FR: 2004; FI: 2003; 

CY: 2002; MT: 2000; DE, GR, LT, LV, PL, PT, SI, SK: data not available. Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 

(source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

visitor demand and defines size of 

tourist market of cultural events

arr_01 / D.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

BG, EE; 2006; BE, CH, CZ, DK, ES, HU, IE, IT, LU, NL, NO, RO, SE, UK: 2005; AT, FR: 2004; FI: 2003; 

CY: 2002; MT: 2000; DE, GR, LT, LV, PL, PT, SI, SK: data not available. Population data: 2001 (source 

EUROSTAT). Tourism arrivals data: 2001-2003 (source EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Ilustrates potential user pressure by 

total demand and defines size of  

market of cultural events

(pop_01*365+arr_01) / D.0 2003 indicator (ratio)

CH, DK, NO, SE: 2005; BG, FI, RO; 2004; BE, DE: 2003; IE, PL, SI: 2002; AT, CZ, EE, ES, GR, HU, IT, 

LT, LU, NL, PT, UK: 2001; LV: 2000; FR: 1999; MT: 1995.

See regional mdb Describes the degree of diversity of  

the resident population when foreign 

nationalities are considered

∑(pi/P)*ln(pi/P) 2003 indicator 

(Shannon 

diversity index)

DK: 2005; BG: 2004; CY, IE, PL, RO, SI: 2002; EE, HU, LT, UK: 2001; LV: 2000; AT, BE, CH, CZ, DE, 

ES, FI, FR, GR, IT, LU, MT, NL, NO, PT, SE, SK: data not available

See regional mdb Describes the degree of diversity of  

the resident population when ethnic 

descent is considered

∑(pi/P)*ln(pi/P) 2003 indicator 

(Shannon 

diversity index)

2001-2004 (average values). Active population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT) Labour Force Survey 2005, 

EUROSTAT

Describes the orientation to culture 

and creativity of the local economy

selection procedure described in FR 2003 indicator (ratio)

EE, LU: 2006; CZ, DE, DK, ES, GR, IE, NO, SE: 2005; AT, BG, FR, IT, SK: 2004; HU, LT, LV,  NL, PL, 

UK: 2003; CY, RO, SI: 2002; BE: 2001; CH: 2002-2003; MT: 1997-2000, 2003-2005; FI: vv.yy.; PT: not 

specified. Population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates the availability of theatre 

services to local population

theaters*1,000/pop_01 2003 indicator (ratio)

EE, NO: 2006; CZ, ES, IE: 2005; BG, DK: 2004; AT, CH, FR, GR, LT, LV, NL, PL, UK: 2003; PT, RO, SI: 

2002; BE, FI, IT: 2002; MT: 1997-2000, 2003-2005; CY, DE, HU, SE, SK: data not available. Population 

data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates the availability of theatre 

services to local population

cinema screens*1,000/pop_01 indicator (ratio)

DK, NO, SE: 2006; CZ, ES, IE, LU: 2005; AT, BG, FR, SK: 2004; CY, DE, EE, FI, GR, HU, IT, LT, LV, NL, 

PL, UK: 2003; CH, PT, RO, SI: 2002; BE: 2001; MT: 1997-2000, 2003-2005. Population data: 2001 

(EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates the availability of theatre 

services to local population

public libraries*1,000/pop_01 2003 indicator (ratio)

CZ: 2005; EE: 2004; DE, FI, HU, IT, UK: 2003; IE, PT: 2002-2003; BE: 2001-2002; CH, DK,  ES, GR, NL: 

2001; FR: 2000; MT: unspecified; AT, BG, CY, LT, LU, LV, NO, PL, RO, SE, SI, SK: data not available. 

Population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT)

See regional mdb Illustrates output of local higher 

education system

graduates / pop_01 2003 indicator (ratio)

2004. Population data: 2001 (EUROSTAT) EUROSTAT European Labour 

Force Survey (ISCED-97 

categories 5 and 6 "high" 

attainment levels). Sweden also 

including category 4.

Illustrates skill level of local 

population

residents with high attainment level / 

pop_01

2003 indicator (ratio)
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Nav. code Name

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 31 DEC 2002 
(yearly)

A.1 Density of monuments Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS II 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

Website: 
www.tiscover.it

www.tiscover.it

INDICATORS

Flemish 
Government: 
Dienst 
Monumenten en 
Landschappen

contacting Dienst 
Monumenten en 
Landschappen, 
sent in Zip-format 
(protected 
buildings, list per 
municipality); 
http://www.monu
ment.vlaanderen.
be/

Austria (AT) Belgium (BE): Flanders



Nav. code Name

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

INDICATORS

Austria (AT) Belgium (BE): Flanders

B.0 Presence of conjuncts Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 03/12/2002

B.1 Density of conjuncts Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2002

www.tiscover.it
Website: 
www.tiscover.it

OC Gis 
Vlaanderen

http://www.gisvla
anderen.be/gis/di
ensten/giraf/ -> 
shapefiles of the 
protected 
landscapes, city- 
and townscapes



Nav. code Name

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

INDICATORS

Austria (AT) Belgium (BE): Flanders

C.0 Presence of museums Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2000 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

C.1 Density of museums Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2000 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2000 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2000 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2000 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

Web sites 
www.tiscover.it; 
www.austrianmus
eums.net edited 
by the Austrian 
Ministry of 
Education, 
Science and 
Culture (bm:bwk) 

www.tiscover.it

new database, 
based on a 

combination of 
different data 
sources (cf. 

Meta_Belgium.do
c) 

combination 
www.tento.be, 
Cultuuratlas 

2001, information 
from provincial 

museum 
consultants (cf. 

Meta_Belgium.do
c)



Nav. code Name

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

INDICATORS

Austria (AT) Belgium (BE): Flanders

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

Web sites 
www.tiscover.it

New database, 
based on a 
combination of 
different data 
sources: 
www.tpa.be
www.visitantwerp
en.be,www.schel
deland.be, 
www.toerismelim
burg.be
www.haspengou
w.be, 
www.limburgseke
mpen.be, 
www.tov.be, 
www.vlaamse-
ardennen.be, 
www.vlaamsbrab
ant.be, 
www.westtoer

cf. 
Meta_Belgium.do
c



Nav. code Name

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

INDICATORS

Austria (AT) Belgium (BE): Flanders

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS II 2001 Statistik Austria Data provided by 
Ms Kment, 
ESPON CP 
Austria

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003 Nationaal 
Instituut voor de 
Statistiek

http://statbel.fgov
.be/

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

D. Roso NUTS III 2004 Web-site: 
www.andreas-
praefcke.de/operl
ink_a.htm

Web-site: 
www.andreas-
praefcke.de/operl
ink_a.htm

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 Rijksdienst voor 
Sociale 
Zekerheid (RSZ)

http://www.onssrs
zlss.fgov.be, 
NACE-BEL-code: 
92.321

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS II 2003 Statistik Austria Data provided by 
Ms Kment, 
ESPON CP 
Austria

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 NIS, FOD 
Economie, KMO, 
Middenstand en 
Energie

ECODATA:http://
ecodata.mineco.f
gov.be/Nl/begin_
nl.htm

NOT AVAILABLENOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

INDICATORS

Austria (AT) Belgium (BE): Flanders

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS II 2004 Statistik Austria Data provided by 
Ms Kment, 
ESPON CP 
Austria

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 Rijksdienst voor 
Sociale 
Zekerheid (RSZ) 

http://www.onssrs
zlss.fgov.be, 
NACE-BEL-code: 
92.510

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III graduation year 
2001-2002

http://www.ond.vl
aanderen.be/ond
erwijsstatistieken/
2002-
2003/stat.jaarb.0
3deel2hdst3.pdf

graduates, only 
for universities 
(stat.jaarb.03deel
2hdst3.pdf)

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

Belgium (BE): WallonyBelgium (BE): Brussels

Ministère de la 
Région 
Wallonne, 
Direction de 
l'Aménagement 
du territoire, du 
Logement et du 
Patrimoine

Ministère de la 
Région 
Wallonne, 
Direction de 
l'Aménagement 
du territoire, du 
Logement et du 
Patrimoine; 
http://mrw.walloni
e.be/dgatlp 
(monuments.dbf)

Service des 
Monuments et 

Sites de la 
Région Bruxelles-

Capitale

Excell file



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Belgium (BE): WallonyBelgium (BE): Brussels

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005

Ministère de la 
Région 
Wallonne, 
Direction de 
l'Aménagement 
du territoire, du 
Logement et du 
Patrimoine

Ministère de la 
Région 
Wallonne, 
Direction de 
l'Aménagement 
du territoire, du 
Logement et du 
Patrimoine; 
http://mrw.walloni
e.be/dgatlp 
(ens_archi.dbf, 
Sites.dbf, 
sites_archeo.dbf)

Service des 
Monuments et 

Sites de la 
Région Bruxelles-

Capitale

Excell file



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Belgium (BE): WallonyBelgium (BE): Brussels

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III December 2004 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

new database, 
based on a 

combination of 
different data 
sources (cf. 

Meta_Belgium.do
c) 

cf. 
Meta_Belgium.do

c

new database, 
based on a 

combination of 
different data 

sources  

Observatoire du 
Tourisme, Mr. 
Claude Pierard  

(cf. 
Meta_Belgium.do

c)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Belgium (BE): WallonyBelgium (BE): Brussels

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

New database, 
based on a 
combination of 
different data 
sources: 
www.brusselsinte
rnational.be
www.digitaalbrus
sel.be
www.opbrussel.b
e (cf. 
Meta_Belgium.do
c)

Office de 
Promotion (OPT) 
Bruxelles et 
Walllonie, Mr. 
Claude Pierard

New database, 
based on a 
combination of 
different data 
sources:http://ma
rketing.opt.be
www.wallonie-
toerisme.be
www.eastbelgium
.be
www.brabantwall
on.be
www.ftpl.be
www.hainaut.be
www.luxembourgt
ourisme.be
www.paysdesvall
ees.be

Observatoire du 
Tourisme, Mr. 
Claude Pierard 



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Belgium (BE): WallonyBelgium (BE): Brussels

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003 Nationaal 
Instituut voor de 
Statistiek

http://statbel.fgov
.be/

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003 Nationaal 
Instituut voor de 
Statistiek

http://statbel.fgov
.be/

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 Rijksdienst voor 
Sociale 
Zekerheid (RSZ)

http://www.onssrs
zlss.fgov.be, 
NACE-BEL-code: 
92.321

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 Rijksdienst voor 
Sociale 
Zekerheid (RSZ)

http://www.onssrs
zlss.fgov.be, 
NACE-BEL-code: 
92.321

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 NIS, FOD 
Economie, KMO, 
Middenstand en 
Energie

ECODATA:http://
ecodata.mineco.f
gov.be/Nl/begin_
nl.htm

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 NIS, FOD 
Economie, KMO, 
Middenstand en 
Energie

ECODATA:http://
ecodata.mineco.f
gov.be/Nl/begin_
nl.htm

NOT AVAILABLE NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Belgium (BE): WallonyBelgium (BE): Brussels

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 Rijksdienst voor 
Sociale 
Zekerheid (RSZ)

http://www.onssrs
zlss.fgov.be, 
NACE-BEL-code: 
92.510

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2001 Rijksdienst voor 
Sociale 
Zekerheid (RSZ)

http://www.onssrs
zlss.fgov.be, 
NACE-BEL-code: 
92.510

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III graduation year 
2001-2002

http://www.ond.vl
aanderen.be/ond
erwijsstatistieken/
2002-
2003/stat.jaarb.0
3deel2hdst3.pdf

graduates, only 
for universities 
(stat.jaarb.03deel
2hdst3.pdf)

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III graduation year 
2001-2002

http://www.ond.vl
aanderen.be/ond
erwijsstatistieken/
2002-
2003/stat.jaarb.0
3deel2hdst3.pdf

graduates, only 
for universities 
(stat.jaarb.03deel
2hdst3.pdf)

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 1995

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 1995

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 1995

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 1995

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 1995

Bulgaria (BG) Switzerland (CH)

National Institute 
for Cultural 
Monuments, 
Ministry of 
Culture 

Data provided by 
Ms Irina 
Zaharieva - 
Ministry of 
Regional 
Development and 
Public Works

Protection of 
Cultural Property 
Inventory of 
Switzerland: 
Number of 
cultural 
properties in 
Switzerland 

Eidgenössisches 
Justiz- und 
Polizeideparteme
nt, Bundesamt für 
Zivilschutz 1995: 
Schweizerisches 
Inventar der 
Kulturgüter von 
nationaler und 
regionaler 
Bedeutung. 



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Bulgaria (BG) Switzerland (CH)

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke, 
Office for ISOS: 
Sybille Heusser

NUTS III 2004

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke, 
Office for ISOS: 
Sybille Heusser

NUTS III 2004

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke, 
Office for ISOS: 
Sybille Heusser

NUTS III 2004

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke, 
Office for ISOS: 
Sybille Heusser

NUTS III 2004

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke, 
Office for ISOS: 
Sybille Heusser

NUTS III 2004

Touring Club 
Guide of 
Bulgaria, 2004 
edition: selected 
landscapes and 
conjuncts

-

Inventory of 
Townscapes that 
are worth 
protecting 
(ISOS): Number 
of protected 
historic 
townscapes of 
national 
importance
Botanical 
Webportal: 
Number of 
botanical 
gardens in 
Switzerland
Swiss Society for 
the Protection of 
Cultural Property 
(SSPCP): 
Number of 
archaeological 
sites in each 
canton

Online: 
http://www.isos.c
h/de/index.asp
Online: 
http://www.botani
k.ch/botgarten.ht
m
Online: 
www.sgkgs.ch



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Bulgaria (BG) Switzerland (CH)

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

National 
Statistical 
Institute, data 
provided by Ms 
Irina Zaharieva - 
Ministry of 
Regional 
Development and 
Public Works

Regions, Districts 
and 
Municipalities in 
the Republic of 
Bulgaria 2004

Association of 
Museums in 
Switzerland; 
SwissArt.net

Online: 
http://www.vms-
ams.ch 
(museums); 
Online: 
http://www.swiss
art.net/d/guide/in
dex.php3?gl_con
t=%2Fd%2Fguid
e%2Fgalleries.ph
p3 (08.03.2005) 
(galleries)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Bulgaria (BG) Switzerland (CH)

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2006 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2006 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2006 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2006 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2006 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2005

Bulgarian 
Tourism 
Authority, 
selected cultural 
events 2006

On line 
document. 
http://www.bulgari
atravel.org/broch
ures/brochure_50
.pdf  

Swiss Tourism

Online: 
http://de.myswitz
erland.com/de/P
DF/pdf_event_re
sults_cfm_destfe
s.pdf?CFID=2881
9346&CFTOKEN
=87290611&jses
sionid=a4308624
2b80$3F$3F$3 
(08.03.2005)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Bulgaria (BG) Switzerland (CH)

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 EUROSTAT 
Population by sex 
and citizenship at 
1st January, 
Nuts3

Data provided by 
Ms Irina 
Zaharieva - 
Ministry of 
Regional 
Development and 
Public Works

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 2005 Swiss Statistical 
Office

On line archive: 
http://www.bfs.ad
min.ch

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 National 
Statistical 
Institute

-

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 Regions, Districts 
and 
Municipalities in 
the Republic of 
Bulgaria 2004

National 
Statistical 
Institute, data 
provided by Ms 
Irina Zaharieva - 
Ministry of 
Regional 
Development and 
Public Works

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2002-2003 Swiss Stage 
Association 
(Schweizerischer 
Bühnenverband)

Online: 
http://www.theate
r-
schweiz.ch/mitgli
eder/besuchersta
tistik.cfm

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 Regions, Districts 
and 
Municipalities in 
the Republic of 
Bulgaria 2004

National 
Statistical 
Institute, data 
provided by Ms 
Irina Zaharieva - 
Ministry of 
Regional 
Development and 
Public Works

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine Mischke NUTS III 2003 National 
Statistical Office

Umberti Tedeschi 
(National 
Statistical Office)

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Bulgaria (BG) Switzerland (CH)

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004 Regions, Districts 
and 
Municipalities in 
the Republic of 
Bulgaria 2004

National 
Statistical 
Institute, data 
provided by Ms 
Irina Zaharieva - 
Ministry of 
Regional 
Development and 
Public Works

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 2002 National 
Statistical Office

Online: 
http://www.bfs.ad
min.ch/bfs/portal/
de/index/themen/
kultur__medien_
_zeitverwendung/
uebersicht/blank/
publikationen.htm
l

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Claudia Berlin NUTS III 2001 National 
Statistical Office: 
Number of 
graduates of 
higher education 
institutes in each 
canton

Philipp Dubach 
(National 
Statistical Office)

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS II 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

Cyprus (CY)

Web-site of 
Cyprus Tourism 
Organisation, 
data base of 
protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets: 
Monuments and 
sites

On line archive: 
http://www.visitcy
prus.org.cy/

Czech Republic (CZ)

Ministry of 
Culture of Czech 
Republic, data 
base of protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets

On line archive: 
http://monumnet.
npu.cz



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Cyprus (CY) Czech Republic (CZ)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

Web-site of 
Cyprus Tourism 
Organisation, 
data base of 
protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets: 
Conjuncts and 
landscapes

On line archive: 
http://www.visitcy
prus.org.cy/

Ministry of 
Culture of Czech 
Republic, data 
base of protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets

On line archive: 
http://monumnet.
npu.cz



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Cyprus (CY) Czech Republic (CZ)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2003

Web-site of 
Cyprus Tourism 
Organisation, 
data base of 
protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets: 
museums

On line archive: 
http://www.visitcy
prus.org.cy/

Czech Statistical 
Office

On line archive: 
http://www.czso.c
z



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Cyprus (CY) Czech Republic (CZ)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005

Web-site of 
Cyprus Tourism 
Organisation, 
data base of 
protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets: 
cultural events

On line archive: 
http://www.visitcy
prus.org.cy/

Telephonic and e-
mail survey and 
various web sites

Responsible 
people of 
Regional Offices



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Cyprus (CY) Czech Republic (CZ)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2001 Republic of 
Cyprus statistical 
office

On line Census 
2001 data: 
www.mof.gov.cy/
cystat (nationality 
of Cypriot 
residents)

University of 
Pardubice

S.Brychtova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2001 Czech Statistical 
Office

On line archive: 
http://www.czso.c
z

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS III 2002 Republic of 
Cyprus statistical 
office

On line Census 
2001 data: 
www.mof.gov.cy/
cystat 
(community / 
religious group of 
Cypriot nationals)

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2002 Web-site of 
Cyprus Tourism 
Organisation, 
data base of 
protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets: 
Theatres, operas 
and musical 

On line archive: 
http://www.visitcy
prus.org.cy/

University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005 Telephonic and e-
mail survey and 
various web sites

various web sites

University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005 Telephonic and e-
mail survey and 
various web sites

various web sites

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Cyprus (CY) Czech Republic (CZ)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2003 Republic of 
Cyprus statistical 
office

On line archive: 
www.mof.gov.cy/
cystat. Data 
provided by Mr 
Constantinos 
Alkides, ECP 
Cyprus

University of 
Pardubice

I.Mandysova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III 2005 Telephonic and e-
mail survey and 
various web sites

various web sites

University of 
Pardubice

I.Prochaskova, 
J.Capek

NUTS II 2005 Telephonic and e-
mail survey and 
various web sites

various web sites

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of data Indication 

source of use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt, 
M.Spantig

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt, 
M.Spantig

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt, 
M.Spantig

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt, 
M.Spantig

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt, 
M.Spantig

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Denmark (DK)

The National 
Cultural Heritage 
Agency, 
Denmark: 
registrations 
1830-2000

online site: 
www.monument.
dk, extraction 
from national 
register

Germany (DE)

The data source of 
the monuments in 
Bayern, Berlin, 
Bremen, Hamburg, 
Hessen, 
Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern, 
Niedersachsen and 
Saarland is the 
paper of C. Assam 
( “Untersuchung zur 
Anzahl und zum 
baulichem Zustand 
denkmalgeschützte
r Gebäude in 
Deutschland – 
Stand 2002“). 

Number of monuments 
of Baden-Württemberg: 
the State Office for 
Historical Monuments in 
Esslingen from Frau 
Plate (0711/66463-226), 
Brandenburg: the State 
Office for Historical 
Monuments of 
Brandenburg, Nordrhein-
Westfalen: the Ministry 
for Construction and 
Transport of Nordrhein-
Westfalen (Dr. 
Ringbeck: 
0211/3843592), 
Rheinland-Pfalz: the 
State Office for 
Historical Monuments of 
Rheinland-Pfalz (Dr. 
Schumacher: 
06131/2016-221), 
Sachsen: the State 
Office for Historical 
Monuments of Sachsen 
(Frau Koch: 0351/4914-
420, Sachsen-Anhalt: 
the State Office for 
Historical Monuments of 
Sachsen-Anhalt (Herr 
Klein: 0345/2939721), 
Schleswig-Holstein:  the 
State Office for 
Historical Monuments of 
Schleswig-Holstein by 
Dr. Schulze 
(0431/6967780), 
Thüringen: the State 
Office for Historical 
Monuments of 
Thüringen (Frau Hänsel: 
0361/3781-300)..



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of data Indication 

source of use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Denmark (DK)Germany (DE)

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke, 
S.Brandt

NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Danish Forest 
and Nature 
Agency: 
Protected cultural 
landscapes

extract from 
national register

Historic 
Townscapes: 
http://infos.aus-
germanien.de/Histo
rischer_Stadtkern#
Baden-
W.C3.BCrttemberg
Parks and 
Gardens: 
www.mein-
schoener-garten.de
Places of memory: 
Combination of the 
pursued ones of the 
Nazi regime - 
federation of the 
anti-fascists (VVN 
Fed)

Historic 
Townscapes: 
http://infos.aus-
germanien.de/Histo
rischer_Stadtkern#
Baden-
W.C3.BCrttemberg
Parks and 
Gardens: 
http://www.mein-
schoener-
garten.de/PM4D/P
M4DE/PM4DE02/p
m4de02.htm ( 
February, 2005)
Places of memory: 
http://www.vvn-
augsburg.de/6_linkl
ist



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of data Indication 

source of use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Denmark (DK)Germany (DE)

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S. Brandt NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S. Brandt NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S. Brandt NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S. Brandt NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S. Brandt NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

www.dmol.dk

Institut for 
Museums-kunde in 

Berlin

wwww.smb.spk-
berlin.de/ifm/alf.htm                
www.elib.zipde/mus
eumifm/mat58.pdf         

Statistics 
Denmark: Listed 
museums and 
collections, 
Number of users, 
opening days in 
year



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of data Indication 

source of use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Denmark (DK)Germany (DE)

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Various cultural-
event websites: 
recurrent cultural 
events with at 
least 4000 
visitors and 
following the 
guidelines 
assigned to the 
project. 

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

www.markedskal
enderen.dk, 
www.festivalzone
n.dk, 
www.web4sailors
.dk, 
www.clickpoint.dk



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of data Indication 

source of use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Denmark (DK)Germany (DE)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2003 Baden-
Württemberg:Federal 
Statistical Office of 
Baden-Württemberg, 
Bayern:Federal 
Statistical Office of 
Bavaria, Berlin:Federal 
Statistical Office of 
Berlin, 

Baden-Württemberg: 
http://wwwext.stala.bwl.d
e/Veroeffentl/Statistisch
e_Berichte/3124_04001.
pdf, Bayern: 
www.statistik.bayern.de/
daten/genesis, Berlin: 
StaLa-
Einwohner@statistik-

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II 2003

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine 
Mischke

NUTSIII 2005 German Stage 
Association

http://www.buehnen
verein.de/thorch/thd
eutsch.php 
(February 2005)

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Statistics 
Denmark, 
statistical 
yearbook 2005; 
various regional 
websites on 
theatres

www.kommunalb
ogen.dk, www.d-
s-t.dk, 
www.kunststyrels
en.dk, 
www.bornholm.dk

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III 2004 Statistics 
Denmark

Danmarks 
Statistik: 
"Uddannelse & 
kultur: Statistiske 
Efterretninger: 
2005:2 Biografer 
& film 2004" 
Tabel 5

www.dst.dk

Statistics 
Denmark: 
Minority 
populations listed 
according to 
citizenship

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of data Indication 

source of use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Denmark (DK)Germany (DE)

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Sabine 
Mischke

NUTSIII 2003 Centre of University 
Libraries of the 
Federal State 
NRW, German 
Statistic of Libraries

http://www.bibliothe
ksstatistik.de/

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Danish Library 
Center: public 
libraries

www.dbc.dk

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Stephanie 
Brandt

NUTSIII 2003 University rectors 
conference 
(Hochschulrek-
torenkonfernz)

- University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III 2001 Statistics 
Denmark, n. of 
graduates in 
higher education

www.dst.dk

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT European 
Labour Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 categories 5 
and 6 "high" attainment 
levels)

ESPON database EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS II 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Estonia (EE)

National Heritage 
Board of Estonia: 
Historic 
monuments by 
region

Http://www.muina
s.ee/maleshulk_e
ng.html.

Spain (ES)

Ministry of 
Culture of Spain, 
data base of 
protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets 
(monuments, 
religious 
buildings, caves, 
ancient walls, 
etc.)

On line archive: 
http://www.mcu.e
s/bases/spa/inmu
/INMU.html



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Estonia (EE) Spain (ES)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

National Heritage 
Board of Estonia: 
Archaeological 
sites, Historic 
townscapes

Http://www.muina
s.ee/maleshulk_e
ng.html.

Ministry of 
Culture of Spain, 
data base of 
protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets 
(monuments, 
religious 
buildings, caves, 
ancient walls, 
etc.)

On line archive: 
http://www.mcu.e
s/bases/spa/inmu
/INMU.html



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Estonia (EE) Spain (ES)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

On line archive: 
http://www.mcu.e
s/museos/

Statistical office 
of Estonia: 
Museums by 
region in Estonia

Ministry of 
Culture of Spain, 
museums and 
collection 
statistics: 
Registered 
national and local 
(municipal, 
regional, private) 
museums and 
galleries

Http://pub.stat.ee
/px-

web.2001/Dialog/
varval.asp?ma=C
U054&ti=MUSEU
MS+BY+COUNT
Y&path=../I_Data
bas/Social_life/01
Culture/12Museu

ms/&lang=1.



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Estonia (EE) Spain (ES)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2006 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2006 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2006 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2006 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Various web-
sites of Spanish 
Autonomous 
Communities: 
Listed festivals, 
popular fairs, 
cultural events, 
and days of 
programming

Estonian Cultural 
Events 2006

http://www.culture.
ee/tappisotsing.ht
ml

www.turcantabria
.com; 
www.carm.es; 
www.turismoarag
on.com; 
www.illesbalears.
es; 
www.andalucia.or
g; 
www.turgalicia.es
; 
www.promocionla
spalmas.com/age
ndacultural/; 
www.webtenerife.
com; 
www.comunitatva
lenciana.com; 
www.lleidatur.co
m; 
www.turismo.nav
arra.com; 

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Estonia (EE) Spain (ES)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2001 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III 2001 Spanish 
Statistics 
Institute, number 
of foreigners per 
nationality group

On line 
archive:http://atri
os.ine.es/censo/e
s

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2001

EURICUR Magali Bayssiere 
(ESPON CU) and 
Antonio Russo

NUTS II 2004
Estonian Institute 
of Economic 
Research 
"Mapping and
Analysis of the 
Creative Field in 
Estonia" (2006) 

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2006 Estonian Theatre 
Information 
Centre 2006

http://www.estonia
ntheatre.info/index.
html?action=organ
&rub=2

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III 2005 Spanish Theatres 
Network, listed 
Spanish theatres, 
operas and 
musical venues

On line 
archive:http://ww
w.redescena.net/i
ndex.htm

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2006 Estonian Film 
Foundation

http://www.efsa.e
e/eng/estonianfil
m.html?op=lugu&
id=364; 
Viroinfo.com 
http://www.viroinf
o.com/index.php?
section=5&dowh
at=showresults&

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III 2005 Ministry of 
Culture of Spain, 
Number of 
cinema screens 
and atendants

On line archive: 
http://www.mcu.e
s/cine/cvdc/bol/p
df/27-
asistencia.pdf

NOT AVAILABLE

Statistical Office 
of Estonia

http://pub.stat.ee/
px-
web.2001/I_Data
bas/Population_r
egional/Populatio
n_regional.asp



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Estonia (EE) Spain (ES)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Statistical Office 
of Estonia

Http://pub.stat.ee
/px-
web.2001/Dialog/
varval.asp?ma=C
U014&ti=PUBLIC
+LIBRARIES+BY
+COUNTY&path
=../I_Databas/So
cial_life/01Cultur

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa

NUTS III 2005 Spanish 
Statistics 
Institute, 
Shannon's index 
based on number 
of foreigners per 
nationality group

On line archive: 
http://www.mcu.e
s/jsp/marcosAnc
ho.jsp?id=45&are
a=estadisticas

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2004 Estonian 
Statistical Office

http://pub.stat.ee/p
x-
web.2001/Dialog/S
aveshow.asp

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona, Spain

A.P. Russo, F. 
Romagosa, F. 
Brasolin

NUTS III 2001 Spanish 
Statistics 
Institute: 
population above 
16 y.o with high 
educational 
attainment level

On line archive: 
http://atrios.ine.e
s/censo/es/listata
blas.jsp?table=ta
blas/provincial/01
/NP59.htm

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2004 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2003

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2004 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2003

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2004 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2003

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2004 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS II 2003

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2004 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2003

Finland (FI)

Online archive: 
http://www.stat.fi/t
il/klt/2005/klt_200
5_2005-02-
18_tau_001.xls

Statistics Finland, 
Culture Statistics: 
Sites protected 
under the Act on 
the Protection of 
Buildings, State-
owned buildings 
protected under 
the Decree on 
the Protection of 
Buildings

Web-site of the 
Reference 
Library of 
architecture and 
heritage, 
belonging to the 
Ministry of 
Culture and 
Communication. 
Statistics about 
protected assets 
under the law of 
buildings 
protection : 
Buildings of 
which 
preservation 
presents a public 
interest, o

On line statistics: 
http://www.mediat
heque-
patrimoine.cultur
e.gouv.fr/fr/docu
mentation/index.h
tml   (see 
actualités, 
statistiques).                        
Annual 
publication of the 
Ministry of 
Culture and 
Communication : 
"Chiffres clés de 

la culture 2005,

France (FR)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Finland (FI) France (FR)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2005 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

For the conjuncts 
: Annual 
publication of the 
Ministry of 
Culture : 
"Chiffres clés de 

la culture 2005, 

Ministère de la 

culture et de la 

communication, 

Paris, 2005, La 

Documentation 

Française ".           
For the 
landscapes, the 
data base was 
send by the Mi

Statistics Finland. 
Culture Statistics: 
Ancient 
monuments and 
sights

Http://www.stat.fi/
til/klt/2005/klt_20
05_2005-02-
18_tau_001.xls

Ministry of 
Culture : 
Statistics on 
protected 
conjuncts (under 
calling "Secteurs 
sauvegardés" 
and "ZPPAUP") .     
Ministry of 
Ecology : Data 
base of protected 
landscapes 
(under calling 
"Sites inscrits" et 
"Sites classés").



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Finland (FI) France (FR)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2002 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2002 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2002 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2002 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2002 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

Annual 
publication of the 
Ministry of 
Culture : 
"Chiffres clés de 

la culture 2005, 

Ministère de la 

culture et de la 

communication, 

Paris, 2005, La 

Documentation 

Française ".     
See also official 
data base on line 
: 
http://museofile.c
ulture.fr/

Statistics Finland, 
Cultural buildings 

by use, region 
and year of 

construction: 
Museum and art 

galleries in 
Finland by 

Region

Http://www.stat.fi/
til/klt/2002/klt_20

02_2004-11-
24_tau_004.xls.

Statistics Ministry 
of Culture : 
Museums 
classified under 
the law as 
"Musées de 
France" : 
Museums of 
public interest 
and non 
lucrative.



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Finland (FI) France (FR)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III

2004
University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III

2004
University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III

2004
University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III

2004
University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III

2004

On line data base 
: 
http://www.cultur
e.fr/recherche_or
ganisme

Http://www.stat.fi/
til/klt/2003/klt_20
03_2004-11-
24_tau_012.xls.

Web site of the 
Ministry of 
Culture, Data 
base from the 
Department of 
information and 
communication.    
This data base 
contains the 10 
000 mains events 
in France, we 
extracted the 
"recurrent 
cultural events 
regarding 
territorial themes 
and with an 
establi

Statistics Finland, 
National Culture 
Events



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Finland (FI) France (FR)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2004 Statistics Finland, 
Nationality by 
age, sex and 
region 2004: 
Nationality by 
region

Http://pxweb2.sta
t.fi/Dialog/varval.
asp?ma=vaerak_
001_1990_001&ti
=Kansalaisuus+i
%E4n+ja+sukupu
olen+mukaan+m
aakunnittain+199
0%2D2004&path

LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 1999 Web site of the 
National Institute 
of Statistics 
(INSEE) General 
Census of 
population 1999. 
Number of 
foreigners per 
nationality group.

http://www.recen
sement.insee.fr/F
R/ST_ANA/R42/
NATTABNAT1BN
AT1B2R42FR.ht
ml#

EURICUR, 
University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

Antonio Russo, J. 
Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III NUTS II: 2001-
2004 (average); 

NUTS III: 2000

NUTS II: 
EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey; 
NUTS III: 
Statistics Finland, 
Employment 
Statistics, Jobs in 
creative 

NUTS III: 
Http://www.stat.fi/
til/klt/2000/klt_20
00_2004-12-
08_tau_002.xls

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III vv. Theaters: 
Statistics Finland, 
Theaters by 
region 2002. 
Operas: There is 
only one 
professional 
opera witch has 
it's own 

Theaters: 
Http://www.stat.fi/
til/klt/2002/klt_20
02_2004-11-
24_tau_010.xls. 
Operas: For 
example 
Http://www.yle.fi/
mot/ss171103/ka

LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

The Theatre 
National Center, 
data base of 
subsidized 
theatres.

The Theatre 
National Center 
data base.

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2001 Statistics Finland, 
Cinemas by 
province and 
region

Http://www.stat.fi/
til/klt/2001/klt_20
01_2004-12-
08_tau_001.xls. 

LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2003

Web site of the 
Cinema National 
Council. 
Statistics on 
cinemas.

On line statistics : 
http://www.cnc.fr/
b_actual/r5/ssrub
5/bilancine/metho
.htm

NOT AVAILABLE NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Finland (FI) France (FR)

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Statistics Finland, 
Public libraries by 
region 2003 and 
Kirjastot.fi.   

Http://www.stat.fi/
til/klt/2003/klt_20
03_2004-11-
24_tau_013.xls, 
http://www.kirjast
ot.fi/fi-fi/kirjastot.

LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2004

Web site of the 
Ministry of 
Culture. Data 
base of public 
libraries.

On line data base 
: 
http://www.cultur
e.gouv.fr/docume
ntation/bibrep/pre
s.htm

University of 
Joenssu, SKK, 
Finland

J. Suvantola, K. 
Ristolainen

NUTS III 2003 Statistics Finland, 
Oppilaitostilastot 
3/2004: 
Graduates in 
local higher 
education 
institutes

Printed 
publication. 

LVMT (INRETS-
ENPC)

F. Potier, P. 
Zegel

NUTS III 2000

Ministry of 
education. 

Graduates in the 
academic year 
1999-2000 only 
for university.

On line document 
: 
http://www.sup.a
dc.education.fr/A
nnuRsup/01-
02/EFFETUD/dipl
om/dipletdityp.pdf

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS II 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

On line archive: 
http://www.statisti
cs.gr/gr_tables/S
802_SCI_2_TS_
98_03_4_Y.htm

Hungary (HU)Greece (GR)

Web-site of 
Secretariat of 
National 
Statistical 
Service of 
Greece: 
Protected assets 
such as 
monuments and 
sites, visitors

Documentation 
Department of 
National Office of 
Cultural Heritage 
(KÖH), Director 
Mr. Jankovich.

Ministry of 
Culture: 
protected 
monuments



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Hungary (HU)Greece (GR)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS II 2005

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2004 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2005

Documentation 
Department of 
National Office of 
Cultural Heritage 
(KÖH), Director 
Mr. Jankovich.

Web-site of 
Ministry of 
Culture of 
Greece, data 
base of protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets; 
Greek National 
Tourism 
Organisation, list 
of traditional 
settlements / 
villages: 
Conjuncts and 
landscapes 

On line 
archive:http://ww
w.culture.gr/cgi-
bin/showfr.cgi?1/
0/http://www.cultu
re.gr/maps; 
http://www.eot.gr/
pages.php?pageI
D=846&langID=2

Ministry of 
Culture: 
protected  towns, 
archaelogical 
areas



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Hungary (HU)Greece (GR)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2003

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2003

http://portal.ksh.h
u/pls/ksh/docs/en
g/free/e6/e62509.
html; Mrs. 
Bardosi, KSH

On line archive: 
http://www.statisti
cs.gr/gr_tables/S
802_SCI_2_TS_
98_03_3_Y.htm

Hugarian Central 
Statistical Office, 
Number and 
visitors of 
museums in each 
region

Web-site of 
Secretariat of 

National 
Statistical 
Service of 

Greece: Number 
of museums and 

visitors



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Hungary (HU)Greece (GR)

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III

2005
University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III

2005
University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III

2005
University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III

2005
University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III

2005

Hungarian 
Tourism Office

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

http://www.ungar
n-
tourismus.de/05v
eranst.pdf, 
downloaded on 
3rd of August 
2005

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Hungary (HU)Greece (GR)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2001 Web-site of 
Secretariat of 
National 
Statistical 
Service of 
Greece, 2001 
Census: Number 
of foreigners per 
nationality group

On line archive: 
http://www.statisti
cs.gr/table_menu
.asp?dt=0&sb=S
AP_5&SSnid=Στ
οιχεία%20Απογρ
αφής%202001%
20-
%20Πίνακες%20

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2001 Hungarian 
Central Statistical 
Office (KSH): 
Number of 
people per 
nationality group

KSH (2004): 
Regional 
Statistical 
Yearbook 2003. 
p. 28

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

J. Freyer NUTS III 2001 Hungarian 
Central Statistical 
Office (KSH): 
Number of 
people per 
national minority 
group and region

KSH (2004): 
Regional 
Statistical 
Yearbook 2003. 
p. 28

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2005 Web-site of 
Ministry of 
Culture of 
Greece, 
database of 
Theatres, operas, 
musical venues, 
cinemas

On line archive: 
http://www.cultur
e.gr/4/41/krat_the
atre_gr.html, 
http://www.cultur
e.gr/4/41/dipethe
_gr.html, 
http://www.cultur
e.gr/4/41/sup_the

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Jörn Freyer NUTS III 2003 Hungarian 
Central Statistical 
Office, Number of 
theatres in each 
region

KSH (Ms. 
Bardosi)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 Web-site of 
Ministry of 
Culture of 
Greece, 
database of 
cinemas

On line archive: 
http://www.cultur
e.gr/4/41/ddk_gr.
html, www.xo.gr, 
www.vres.gr 

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Hungary (HU)Greece (GR)

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2003 Web-site of 
Ministry of 
National 
Education and 
Religious Affairs, 
database of 
public libraries

On line archive: 
http://www.ypepth
.gr/el_ec_page15
63.htm

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

Jörn Freyer NUTS III 2003 Hungarian 
Central Statistical 
Office, Number of 
libraries in each 
region

http://portal.ksh.h
u/pls/ksh/docs/en
g/free/e6/e62509.
html

ENPL  - UTH, 
PP6

H.Coccossis, 
N.Bessa

NUTS III 2001 Web-site of 
Secretariat of 
National 
Statistical 
Service of 
Greece, 2001 
Census: 
Graduates in 
Higher Education 

On line archive: 
http://www.statisti
cs.gr/table_menu
.asp?dt=0&sb=S
AP_5&SSnid=Στ
οιχεία%20Απογρ
αφής%202001%
20-
%20Πίνακες%20

University of 
Greifswald, 
Germany

S.Mischke NUTS III 2003 Hungarian 
Central Statistical 
Office (KSH): 
Number of 
Graduates in HEI 
per region

Hungarian 
Central Statistical 
Office (KSH) Mr. 
Olbrich 

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Record of 
Monuments and 
Places 

Online archive: 
http://www.herita
gedata.ie

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

NOT AVAILABLE

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Record of 
Monuments and 
Places 

Online archive: 
http://www.herita
gedata.ie

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS II 2004

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Republic of Ireland (IE)

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

Italy (IT)

Ministry of 
Culture of Italy, 
data base of 
protected, 
inmovable, 
visitable cultural 
assets

On line archive: 
http://www.benicu
lturali.it/luoghi/ele
ncoluoghi ; 
www.sistan.benic
ulturali.it. Sicily: 
http://www.region
e.sicilia.it/benicult
urali/dirbenicult/in
fo/urp/totale%202
003.htm



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Republic of Ireland (IE) Italy (IT)

NOT AVAILABLE

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Irish Government 
heritage

Online archive: 
http://www.herita

geeireland.ie

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

NOT AVAILABLE

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Irish Government 
heritage

Online archive: 
http://www.herita

geeireland.ie

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

Ministry of 
Culture of Italy, 
data base of 
protected, 
inmovable, 
visitable cultural 
assets

On line archive: 
http://www.benicu
lturali.it/luoghi/ele
ncoluoghi ; 
www.sistan.benic
ulturali.it. Sicily: 
http://www.region
e.sicilia.it/benicult
urali/dirbenicult/in
fo/urp/totale%202
003.htm



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Republic of Ireland (IE) Italy (IT)

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002 Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002 Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002 Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002 Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002 Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004

Ministry of 
Culture of Italy, 
data base of 
protected, 
inmovable, 
visitable cultural 
assets

On line archive: 
http://www.benicu
lturali.it/luoghi/ele
ncoluoghi ; 
www.sistan.benic
ulturali.it. Sicily: 
http://www.region
e.sicilia.it/benicult
urali/dirbenicult/in
fo/urp/totale%202
003.htm

The  Heritage 
Council's 
Museums and 
Archieves 
Committee

Statistical 
analysis 
compiled from 
the 'Heritage 
Council List of 
Museums and 
collection based 
orgnaisations in 
Ireland



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Republic of Ireland (IE) Italy (IT)

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Tourist website www.ireland.ie Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Tourist website www.ireland.ie Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Tourist website www.ireland.ie Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Tourist website www.ireland.ie Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Tourist website www.ireland.ie Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005

Ministry of 
Culture of Italy, 
Film festivals

On line archive: 
http://www.anica.i
t/festival/fest_tit.h
tm



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Republic of Ireland (IE) Italy (IT)

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002 Central 
Statistical Office, 
Ireland

http://www.cso.ie
/

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2001 National Institute 
of Statistics 
(ISTAT), Number 
of foreigners

On line archive: 
http://dawinci.ista
t.it/daWinci

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002 Central 
Statistical Office, 
Ireland

http://www.cso.ie
/

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European 
Labour Force 
Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 www.theatresonli
ne.com 

www.theatresonli
ne.com 

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004 Ministry of 
Culture of Italy, 
data base of 
protected, 
inmovable, 
visitable cultural 
assets: Theatres

On line archive: 
http://www.benicu
lturali.it/luoghi/ele
ncoluoghi.

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Irish Tourism 
Website 

www.ireland.ie Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2001 Ministry of 
Culture of Italy, 
performing arts 
department: 
National list of 
cinema screens

On line archive: 
http://www.cinem
a.beniculturali.it/c
inema.html

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Republic of Ireland (IE) Italy (IT)

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2005 Library Council 
Ireland

www.library.ie Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2003 Ministry of 
Culture of Italy, 
performing arts 
department: 
National list of 
public and of 
statal 
administration, 
libraries

On line archive: 
http://www.benicu
lturali.it/luoghi/ele
ncoluoghi.

Notthingham 
Business 
School, UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2002/3 Higher 
education 
authority 
Ireland

http://www.he
a.ie/

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS II 2003 National Institute 
of Statistics 
(ISTAT), Number 
of graduates in 
the academic 
year 2002-2003 
in BA and MA 
degrees

ISTAT, Italian 
statistical 
yearbook 2004

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European 
Labour Force 
Survey (ISCED-
97 categories 5 
and 6 "high" 
attainment 
levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS II 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

Data base from 
The Centre for 
the Lithuanian 
Cultural Heritage 
and The 
Department of 
Cultural Heritage 
Protection

"Republic of 
Lithuania 
Register of 
Cultural 
Property", Online 
archive:http://195
.182.67.101/cgi-
bin/informix.sh

Liste des 
Monuments 
classés PDF file

Service des 
Monuments et 
Sites du 
Luxembourg

Luxemburg (LU)Lithuania (LT)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Luxemburg (LU)Lithuania (LT)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2003

Liste des 
Monuments 
classés PDF file

Data base from 
The Centre for 
the Lithuanian 
Cultural Heritage 
and The 
Department of 
Cultural Heritage 
Protection

"Republic of 
Lithuania 
Register of 
Cultural 
Property", Online 
archive:http://195
.182.67.101/cgi-
bin/informix.sh

Service des 
Monuments et 
Sites du 
Luxembourg



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Luxemburg (LU)Lithuania (LT)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III 2005

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann+Joris 
De Jaeger

NUTS III

Department of 
Statistics of the 
Government of 
the Republic of 
Lithuania 
(Statistics 
Lithuania), 
Regional 
Database: 
number of 
museum and 
gallery collections 

Online archive: 
http://db.std.lt/RD
B_EN/Dialog/statf
ile1.asp

new database, 
based on a 

combination of 
different data 
sources (cf. 

Meta_Luxemburg
.doc) 

Compendium 
Touristique 

Luxembourg 
2004,Office 
National de 
Tourisme de 

Luxembourg,200
5 ,64pp



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Luxemburg (LU)Lithuania (LT)

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann + 
Katleen Vos

NUTS III 2005

New database, 
based on a 
combination of 
different data 
sources: 
‘Compendium 
Touristique de 
Luxembourg 
2004’, publication 
of the ONT, the 
National Tourist 
Board of 
Luxemburg, 
2005, 64 pp 

NOT AVAILABLE

www.agendalux.l
u/photos/compen
dium2004.pdf,



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Luxemburg (LU)Lithuania (LT)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2001 Department of 
Statistics of the 
Government of 
the Republic of 
Lithuania 
(Statistics 
Lithuania), 2001 
Population and 
Housing Census: 

Online archive: 
http://db.std.lt/ce
nsus/Database/c
ensus%202001/d
emography/demo
graphy.asp

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III ene-03

http://www.statec.
public.lu/

http://www.ecp.et
at.lu/ecp28.htm

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2001 Department of 
Statistics of the 
Government of 
the Republic of 
Lithuania 
(Statistics 
Lithuania), 2001 
Population and 
Housing Census: 
number of people 
from different 
ethnic group

Online archive: 
http://db.std.lt/ce
nsus/Database/c
ensus%202001/d
emography/demo
graphy.asp

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 Department of 
Statistics of the 
Government of 
the Republic of 
Lithuania 
(Statistics 
Lithuania), 
Regional 
Database: 

Online archive: 
http://db.std.lt/RD
B_EN/Dialog/statf
ile1.asp

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2006 Luxembourg 
government; data 
provided by 
Luxembourg ECP

On line archive: 
http://culture.luxw
eb.com/theatre/in
dex.php

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 Department of 
Statistics of the 
Government of 
the Republic of 
Lithuania 
(Statistics 
Lithuania), 
Regional 
Database: 

Online archive: 
http://db.std.lt/RD
B_EN/Dialog/statf
ile1.asp

KU Leuven M. Jansen-
Verbeke, E. 
Lievois, A. 
Diekmann

NUTS III 2005 LuxWeb Cinema 
Portal

www.cinema.lu

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Luxemburg (LU)Lithuania (LT)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 Department of 
Statistics of the 
Government of 
the Republic of 
Lithuania 
(Statistics 
Lithuania), 
Regional 
Database: Public 

Online archive: 
http://db.std.lt/RD
B_EN/Dialog/statf
ile1.asp

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005 Luxembourg 
statisticxal office

http://www.statec.
public.lu/

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLE NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS III 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS III 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS III 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS II 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS III 2004

Malta (MT)

Superintendence 
for Cultural 
Heritage Malta

Annual Report 
2004

Latvia (LV)

Data base from 
The State 
Inspection for 
Heritage 
Protection in Riga

 "Statistics on 
state protected 
monuments of 
culture (situation 
on 5 July 2005), 
Riga 2005". 



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Malta (MT)Latvia (LV)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS II 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2005 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

Data base from 
The State 
Inspection for 
Heritage 
Protection in Riga

 "Statistics on 
state protected 
monuments of 
culture (situation 
on 5 July 2005), 
Riga 2005". 

Superintendence 
for Cultural 
Heritage Malta

Annual Report 
2004



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Malta (MT)Latvia (LV)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004

Annual Report 
2004

Online archive: 
http://data.csb.lv/
EN/Database/an
nualstatistics/ann
ualstatistics.asp

The Central 
Statistical Bureau 
of Latvia, Annual 
Statistical Data: 
Listed museums 
and collections, 

number of 
visitors

Heritage Malta



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Malta (MT)Latvia (LV)

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 1997-2000

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 1997-2000

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 1997-2000

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 1997-2000

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 1997-2000

NOT AVAILABLE Culture 2000
National Statistics 

Office, Malta



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Malta (MT)Latvia (LV)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2000 The Central 
Statistical Bureau 
of Latvia, 2000 
Population and 
Housing Census 
results: number 
of people from 
different 
nationality group

Online archive: 
http://data.csb.lv/
EN/Database/po
pcensus/popcens
us.asp

IERU, Coimbra
NSO, Malta

F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Melo; 
Robert Mizzi 
(Malta ECP 
Manager 
Information 
Services Library 
& Information 
Unit)

NUTS III

1995
NSO 

 Census 1995
-

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2000 The Central 
Statistical Bureau 
of Latvia, 2000 
Population and 
Housing Census 
results: number 
of people from 
different ethnic 
group

Online archive: 
http://data.csb.lv/
EN/Database/po
pcensus/popcens
us.asp

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 The Central 
Statistical Bureau 
of Latvia, Annual 
Statistical Data: 
Number of listed 
Latvian theatres, 
operas and 
musical venues

Online archive: 
http://data.csb.lv/
EN/Database/an
nualstatistics/ann
ualstatistics.asp

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 1997-2000, 2003-
2005

Culture 2000, 
Press Releases: 
n. of theaters

National Statistics 
Office

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 The Central 
Statistical Bureau 
of Latvia, Annual 
Statistical Data: 
Number of 
cinema screens

Online archive: 
http://data.csb.lv/
EN/Database/an
nualstatistics/ann
ualstatistics.asp

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS III 1997-2000, 2003-
2005

Culture 2000, 
Press Releases, 
websites: n. of 
cinema screens

National Statistics 
Office, Cinema 
company websites

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Malta (MT)Latvia (LV)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 The Central 
Statistical Bureau 
of Latvia, Annual 
Statistical Data: 
Number of public 
libraries

Online archive: 
http://data.csb.lv/
EN/Database/an
nualstatistics/ann
ualstatistics.asp

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 1997-2000, 2003-
2005

Culture 2000, 
Press Releases: 
public libraries

National Statistics 
Office

IERU, Coimbra
MEPA F. Amorim, J.P. 

Barbosa Melo;
S. Formosa, R. 
Cremona, A. 
Farrugia

NUTS II 2004 National Statistics 
Office

On line archive: 
www.nso.gov.mt/s
tatdoc/document_
view.aspx?id=154
1&backurl=/theme
s/theme_page.asp

x

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 6 
"high" attainment 
levels)

ESPON database

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS II 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

The Netherlands (NL)

Ministry of 
Culture, cultural 
heritage 
department 
(Monumentenzor
g): Protected 
registered assets 
such as 
monuments, 
religious 
buildings, 
archeological 
remains, mills, 
water and road 
works of 
historical 
significance, 
castles and 
mansions, other 
buildings an

voorlopige_monu
mentenkaart_1_0 
data base 
provided by 
Monumentenzorg
. An on-line 
version of the 
maps is available 
at www.kich.nl

Norway (NO)

Department of 
Cultural 
inheritance: 
various 
monuments

www.miljostatus.
no and 
extranction from 
national register



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

The Netherlands (NL) Norway (NO)

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Ministry of 
Culture, cultural 
heritage 
department 
(Monumentenzor
g): Protected 
registered 
complexes

voorlopige_monu
mentenkaart_1_0 
data base 
provided by 
Monumnetenzorg
. An on-line 
version of the 
maps is available 
at www.kich.nl

Department of 
Cultural 
inheritance: 
Protected cultural 
landscapes

www.miljostatus.
no and extraction 
from national 
register



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

The Netherlands (NL) Norway (NO)

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2004 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Tourist board of 
the Netherlands, 
listing of 
museums

On line archive: 
http://www.hollan
d.com/

Statistics 
Norway: Listed 
museums and 
collections and 
number of users

www.ssb.no



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

The Netherlands (NL) Norway (NO)

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2005 University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

Tourist board of 
the Netherlands, 
event agenda: 
Total number of 
entries in agenda 
of cultural events 
(responding to 
criteria defined in 
ESPON 1.3.3 
guidelines for 
data collection)

On line query 
possible at  
http://www.hollan
d.com/nl/

www.kulturkalend
ender.no and 
www.nesteklikk.n
o

Various cultural-
event websites: 
recurrent cultural 
events with at 
least 4000 
visitors and 
following the 
guidelines 
assigned to the 
project. 



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

The Netherlands (NL) Norway (NO)

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2001 Central Bureau of 
Statistics (CBO): 
Total n. of 
residents 
subdivided per 
nationality

On line access in 
http://www.cbs.nl/
nl/cijfers/statline/
statline-koepel-
overzicht.htm

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Statistics 
Norway: Minority 
populations listed 
according to 
citizenship

www.ssb.no

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS II 2003 Central Bureau of 
Statistics (CBO): 
N. of professional 
podia in buildings 
built on purpose 
for theatre and in 
buildings not built 
for the purpose

On line access in 
http://www.cbs.nl/
nl/cijfers/statline/
statline-koepel-
overzicht.htm

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Website www.nto.no and 
Statistisk Årbok 
2004 tabel 279

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS II (data at 
NUTS III are 
incomplete)

2003 Nederlandse 
Federatie voor de 
Cinematografie 
(NFC), annual 
report 2001: N. of 
cinema screens 
in cinemas that 
are part of the 
Nederlandse 

Online document: 
http://www.nfc.or
g/ser.html

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Website www2.filmweb.no

NOT AVAILABLE NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

The Netherlands (NL) Norway (NO)

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS II 2003 Central Bureau of 
Statistics (CBO): 
N. of public 
libraries

On line access in 
http://www.cbs.nl/
nl/cijfers/statline/
statline-koepel-
overzicht.htm

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Website www.abm-
utvikling.no

EURICUR, 
Rotterdam

Antonio Russo NUTS III 2001 Central Bureau of 
Statistics (CBO): 
n. of grauates in 
academic higher 
education (WO) 
+ professional 
higher education 
(HBO) in each 
region's HE 

On line access in 
http://www.cbs.nl/
nl/cijfers/statline/
statline-koepel-
overzicht.htm

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS II 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

Poland (PL)

Polish National 
Center for 
Historical 
Monument 
Studies and 
Documentation: 
Monuments and 
sites

written basic 
source: 
"Centralna 
ewidencja dóbr 
kultury w Polsce 
w świetle 
zasobów 
Ośrodka 
Dokumentacji 
Zabytków w 
Warszawie, 
Warszawa 1999 
MKiS". Verified 
and compiled 
with additional 
data for 2003.



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Poland (PL)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

Polish National 
Center for 
Historical 
Monument 
Studies and 
Documentation: 
Conjuncts/landsc
apes

written basic 
source: 
"Centralna 
ewidencja dóbr 
kultury w Polsce 
w świetle 
zasobów 
Ośrodka 
Dokumentacji 
Zabytków w 
Warszawie, 
Warszawa 1999 
MKiS". Verified 
and compiled 
with additional 
data for 2003.



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Poland (PL)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003

Central Statistical 
Office, Regional 
Data: number of 
museum and 
gallery collections 
and number of 
visitors

Online archive: 
http://www.stat.g
ov.pl/bdrpuban/a
mbdr.html



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Poland (PL)

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Poland (PL)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2002 Estimation 
prepared on data 
from Central 
Statistical Office, 
National 
Population and 
Housing Census 
(data for NUTS II) 
and Election 

Online archive: 
http://www.stat.g
ov.pl/dane_spol-
gosp/nsp/ludnosc
/index.htm

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2002 Estimation 
prepared on data 
from Central 
Statistical Office, 
National 
Population and 
Housing Census 
(data for NUTS II) 
and Election 
Results of 
National 
Minorities 

Online archive: 
http://www.stat.g
ov.pl/dane_spol-
gosp/nsp/ludnosc
/index.htm

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 Estimation on 
data from Central 
Statistical Office: 
Theatres, operas 
and musical 
venues

-

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 Central Statistical 
Office, Regional 
Data: Cinema 
screens

Online archive: 
http://www.stat.g
ov.pl/bdr/bdrap.st
rona_glowna.inde
ks



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Poland (PL)

IGSO, Poland M. Kowalski, J. 
Solon

NUTS III 2003 Central Statistical 
Office, Regional 
Data: Public 
libraries

Online archive: 
http://www.stat.g
ov.pl/bdr/bdrap.st
rona_glowna.inde
ks

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS II 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS II 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

Portugal (PT)

IPPAR, data 
base of protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets 
(national heritage 
database)

On line archive: 
http://www.ippar.
pt/pls/dippar/patri
m_pesquisa

Romania (RO)

Romanian 
Ministry of 
culture: national 
register of 
monuments and 
sites; Cimec - 
Institute for 
Cultural Memory 

Online database 
http://www.cultur
a.ro/Index.aspx; 
online database 
http://www.cimec.
ro/scripts/Monum
ente/Biserici/sel.a
sp; online 
database 
http://www.cimec.
ro/scripts/ARH/R
AR-
Index/selen.asp



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Portugal (PT) Romania (RO)

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2004 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004

IPPAR, data 
base of protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets 
(national heritage 
database)

On line archive: 
http://www.ippar.
pt/pls/dippar/patri
m_pesquisa

Romanian 
Ministry of 
culture; Unesco

Number of 
archeological 
sites, parks and 
protected sites 
from the 
Unesco's World 
Heritage List



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Portugal (PT) Romania (RO)

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

National 
Statistics Office 
(INE), Statistics 
of Culture, Sports 
and Leisure: 
Extraction from 
listed museums 
and number of 
visitors

On line archives 
per Region: 
http://www.ine.pt/
prodserv/quadros
/public.asp?ver=
por&tema=C&su
btema=08

Cimec - Institute 
for Cultural 
Memory: List of 
museums and 
collections in 
Romania by 
County and 
tipology 

Online database: 
http://www.cimec.
ro/scripts/Muzee/
selen.asp



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Portugal (PT) Romania (RO)

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2005

Ministry of 
Tourism of 
Romania and 
Cimec - Institute 
for Cultural 
Memory: Number 
of cultural events

http://www.roman
iatravel.com/inde
x.php?lng=en&tre
e=57; 
http://www.cimec.
ro/e_default.htm

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Portugal (PT) Romania (RO)

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2001 National 
Statistics Office, 
Census of the 
population 2001: 
national and 
foreign residents 
in the country

On line archives 
per Region, 
tables (6.06.1) : 
www.ine.pt/prods
erv/censos/index
_censos.htm

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2004 EUROSTAT 
Population by sex 
and citizenship at 
1st January, 
Nuts3

-

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2002 INSSE-Institutul 
National de 
Statistica: 
Population by 
ethnical group

Romanian 
Statistical 
Yearbook - 2003 
time series 1990 - 
2002 

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2001 National 
Statistics Office, 
Census of the 
population 2001: 
nº of employed 
people according 
to their 
occupation, 
based on 3digit-

Online archives 
per region: 
http://www.ine.pt/
prodserv/censos/
index_censos.ht
m

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004 Ministry of 
Culture

Data provided by 
Ms Marques da 
Costa, ESPON 
CP Portugal

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2002 Cimec - Institute 
for Cultural 
Memory: 
Theaters of 
Romania

http://www.cimec.
ro/SCRIPTS/Teat
reNou/teatre_pag
1_eng.asp

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 National 
Statistics Office 
(INE), Statistics 
of Culture, Sports 
and Leisure: 
cinema screens

On line archives 
per Region: 
http://www.ine.pt/
prodserv/quadros
/public.asp?ver=
por&tema=C&su
btema=08

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2002 INSSE-Institutul 
National de 
Statistica: 
Cinemas and film 
installations

Romanian 
Statistical 
Yearbook - 2003 
time series 1990 - 
2002 

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Portugal (PT) Romania (RO)

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 National 
Statistics Office 
(INE), Statistics 
of Culture, Sports 
and Leisure: 
libraries

On line archives 
per Region: 
http://www.ine.pt/
prodserv/quadros
/public.asp?ver=
por&tema=C&su
btema=08

Universitat 
Autònoma de 
Barcelona

M.M. Friel NUTS III 2002 INSSE-Institutul 
National de 
Statistica: Public 
libraries

Romanian 
Statistical 
Yearbook - 2003 
time series 1990 - 
2002 

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002/2003 Ministry of 
Science and 
Technology 
(MCT-ES), nº of 
graduates per 
establishment

On line archives: 
http://www.oces.
mctes.pt/?id_cate
goria=11&id_item
=81729

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS II On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS II 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

Slovenia (SI)

Cultural Heritage 
Register (CHR) 
(national heritage 
database in 
working 
process;CHR 
database is not 
complete yet. 
There are about 
12.000 units in 
the process of 
registering)

Cultural Heritage 
Register (CHR), 
Ministry of 
Culture, Mrs 
Kanedjia 
Kovacec

Sweden (SE)

County 
authorities from 
all swedish 
counties: various 
monuments

V.V. (County 
authority 
webpages)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Slovenia (SI)Sweden (SE)

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

University of 
Copenhagen

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2005

Cultural Heritage 
Register (CHR) 
(national heritage 
database in 
working 
process;CHR 
database is not 
complete yet. 
There are about 
12.000 units in 
the process of 
registering)

Cultural Heritage 
Register (CHR), 
Ministry of 
Culture, Mrs 
Kanedjia 
Kovacec

County 
authorities from 
all swedish 
counties: 
protected 
landscapes

V.V. (County 
authority 
webpages)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Slovenia (SI)Sweden (SE)

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2000

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2000

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2000

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2000

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2000

www.kulturradet.
se

Statistical Office 
of Republica of 
Slovenia

Ms. Melita Matek

The Swedish 
National Council 
for Cultural 
Affairs: Listed 
museums and 
collections, and 
number of users



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Slovenia (SI)Sweden (SE)

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Various cultural-
event websites: 
recurrent cultural 
events with at 
least 4000 
visitors and 
following the 
guidelines 
assigned to the 
project. 

NOT AVAILABLE

www.svenskaeve
nemang.se, 
www.festivalinfo.
se, www.film.nu, 
www.maxmix.org



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Slovenia (SI)Sweden (SE)

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Statistics 
Sweden: Minority 
populations listed 
according to 
citizenship

extract from 
national register

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 National 
Statistics Office, 
Census of the 
population 2002: 
Immigrants to 
Slovenia by the 
area of first 
residence

http://www.stat.si/
pxweb/Database/
Census2002/Cen
sus2002.asp

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 National 
Statistics Office, 
Census of the 
population 
2002:Population 
by ethnic 
affiliation

http://www.stat.si/
pxweb/Database/
Census2002/Cen
sus2002.asp

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

The Swedish 
National Council 
for Cultural 
Affairs: N. of 
Theatres

www.kulturradet.
se

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Statistical Office 
of Republica of 
Slovenia, n. of 
theaters

Ms. Melita Matek

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Statistical Office 
of Republica of 
Slovenia, n. of 
cinema sceens

Ms. Melita Matek

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Slovenia (SI)Sweden (SE)

University of 
Copenhagen, 
Denmark

C.W. 
Matthiessen, L. 
Møller-Jensen, L. 
Winther

NUTS III On-line updated 
archive

Website www.abm-
utvikling.no

IERU, Coimbra F. Amorim, J.P. 
Barbosa Mello

NUTS III 2002 Statistical Office 
of Republica of 
Slovenia, n. of 
public libraries

Ms. Melita Matek

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
database

NOT AVAILABLENOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

monuments

A.1 Density of monuments

A.2 Use pressure on 

monuments (locals)

A.3 Use pressure on 

monuments (tourists)

A.4 Use pressure on 

monuments (combined)

INDICATORS Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS II 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

Ministry of 
Culture of Slovak 
Republic, data 
base of protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets

On line archive: 
http://www.pamiat
ky.sk

Scheduled 
monument for 
England: English 
Heritage - 
Heritage Counts 
data supplied by 
English Heritage; 
Scheduled 
monument for 
Wales:Inspectora
te of Ancient 
Monuments 
CADW; 
Scheduled 
monument for 
Northern Ireland - 
Environment and 
Heritage Service; 
Scheduled 
monument for 
Scotland: Historic 
Scotland.

United Kindgdom (UK)

English Heritage - 
http://www.englis
h-heritage.org.uk; 
Wales: CADW  
data supplied by 
Alex Selley;  
Northern Ireland: 
Environment and 
Heritage 
Services 
http://www.ehsni.
gov.uk; Scotland: 
http://jura.rcahms
.gov.uk/PASTMA
P/start.jsp 

Slovakia (SK)



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

B.0 Presence of conjuncts

B.1 Density of conjuncts

B.2 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (locals)

B.3 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (tourists)

B.4 Use pressure on 

conjuncts (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

United Kindgdom (UK)Slovakia (SK)

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

University of 
Pardubice

People from 
Slovak Ministry of 
Culture, 
H.Kopackova, S. 
Simonova, 
J.Capek

NUTS III database is 
updated 
continuosly

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2004

Parks and 
Gardens for 
England: English 
Heritage - 
Heritage Counts 
data supplied by 
English 
Heritage;Parks 
and Gardens for 
Wales:Inspectora
te of Ancient 
Monuments 
CADW; Parks 
and Gardens for 
Northern Ireland - 
Environment and 
Heritage Service; 
Parks and 
Gardens for 
Scotland: Historic 
Scotland.

On line archive: 
http://www.pamiat
ky.sk

Ministry of 
Culture of Slovak 
Republic, data 
base of protected 
inmovable 
cultural assets

English Heritage - 
http://www.englis
h-heritage.org.uk; 
Wales: CADW  
data supplied by 
Alex Selley;  
Northern Ireland: 
Environment and 
Heritage 
Services 
http://www.ehsni.
gov.uk; Scotland: 
http://jura.rcahms
.gov.uk/PASTMA
P/start.jsp 



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

C.0 Presence of museums

C.1 Density of museums

C.2 Use pressure on 

museums (locals)

C.3 Use pressure on 

museums (tourists)

C.4 Use pressure on 

museums (combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

United Kindgdom (UK)Slovakia (SK)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005 Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005 Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005 Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2005 Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003

Museums and 
Galleries 
Yearbook 2004

Museums and 
Galleries 
Yearbook 2004; 
Publisher: 
Museums 
Association, 24 
Calvin Street, 
London E1 6NW

NOT AVAILABLE

Touring Club 
Guide of Bulgaria

-



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

D.0 Presence of cultural 

events

D.1 Density of cultural 

events

D.2 Use pressure on 

cultural events (locals)

D.3 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(tourists)

D.4 Use pressure on 

cultural events 

(combined)

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

United Kindgdom (UK)Slovakia (SK)

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003-2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003-2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003-2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003-2005

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003-2005

NOT AVAILABLE
Visit Britain - 
Tourism
 Authority

http://www.visitbri
tain.com/Corpora
te/presscentre/pr
esscentrebritain/



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

E.1 Diversity of population 

per nationality

E.2 Diversity of population 

per ethnic group / 

cultural minority

F.1 Perc. dimension of 

cultural professions

G.21 Use pressure on 

theaters

G.22 Use pressure on 

cinema screens

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

United Kindgdom (UK)Slovakia (SK)

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2001 UK Census 2001: 
Nationality

CD Supplement 
to the National 
report for 
England and 
Wales.

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2001 UK Census 2001: 
Ethinic groups

CD Supplement 
to the National 
report for 
England and 
Wales.

EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

- EURICUR Antonio Russo NUTS II 2001-2004 
(average)

EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey

-

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004 Ministry of 
Culture of Slovak 
Republic: 
Theatres

On line archive: 
www.culture.gov.
sk. Data 
collected by Ms 
Paskova

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003 The Original 
British Theatre 
Directory 2004 
Published: 
Richmond House 
Publishing 
Company.

Published: 
Richmond House 
Publishing 
Company.

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003 University of 
Wales, 
Aberystwyth 

http://users.aber.
ac.uk/jwp/cinema
s

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE

NOT AVAILABLE



Nav. code Name

A.0 Presence of 

INDICATORS

G.23 Use pressure on public 

libraries

H.11 Share of higher 

education graduates

H.12 Share of residents with 

high education levels

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

Source of 

data within 

the project

Author(s) Regional 

reference

Time 

reference

Origin of 

data

Indication 

source of 

use

United Kindgdom (UK)Slovakia (SK)

Ca' Foscari 
University of 
Venice (LP), Italy

I. Cecchini NUTS III 2004 Ministry of 
Culture of Slovak 
Republic: 
Libraries

On line archive: 
www.culture.gov.
sk. Data 
collected by Ms 
Paskova

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003 Loughborough 
University, 
Library Statistics 
Officer

Library Statistics 
Officer

Notthingham 
Business School, 
UK

M Shackley, 
R.Welton

NUTS III 2003 Higher Education 
Funding Council: 
number of 
graduates

www.hefc.ac.uk 

EURICUR A.P. Russo NUTS II 2004 EUROSTAT 
European Labour 
Force Survey 
(ISCED-97 
categories 5 and 
6 "high" 
attainment levels)

ESPON 
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a ttra c t io n  
in d e x*

1 >  6
2 5 .5  <  x  <  6

3
4 .3  <  x  <  

5 .5

4
3 .5  <  x  <  

4 .3
5 <  3 .5

le g e n d a

*  lo g  c u m . a t t ra c t io n  o f  c u lt u ra l 
a sse t s p e r sq u a re  k m �
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Graph 1: Number of students w ith sorbian instruction in Saxony during the 
schoolyear 2005/06 (Hoyerswerda, Bautzen, Kamenz, Niederschlesischer 

Oberlausitzkreis)
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Graph 2: Number of students w ith Sorbian instruction in Brandenburg during the 
schoolyear 2004/05 (Cottbus, Spree-Neiße, Dahme-Spreewald)
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Total nights in the accommodation establishments in 
Savonlinna region, 2000-2004
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