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The Work Programme 2014 includes the actions egeidan 2014 being the final year
of implementation of the ESPON 2013 Programme liatimn to content. In 2015 only
the financial closure of projects and services @ed$een. The planning and
implementation of activities under the 5 Prograntnierities that were started in 2008
has progressed according to plan.

The work on and output of new territorial evideraeel tools will still deliver important
results in 2014. The Monitoring Committee will conte being closely involved in the
implementation process together with the other umgne authorities. However, no
more themes and specifications of new projectseog Applied Research, Targeted
Analyses, the Scientific Platform and Transnatiddatworking Activities by the ECP
Network are relevant as the programme has commattddnds for these priorities.

The new results of 2014, together with the vast @ammf new territorial evidence,
maps and tools produced by the ESPON 2013 Programiiebe the basis for the
substantial capitalisation activities during 20ld4niag at knowledge transfer into
relevant policy development processes.

l. General Outlook for 2014

I.1.  Policy development and demand

The year 2014 is important for ESPON in terms ofitcwing delivering territorial
evidence in support of policy. The programme isogeised by Ministers and the
Commission for providing important new territorithowledge with a European
dimension. With Territorial Cohesion as part of #ims for EU Cohesion Policy, and
the EU 2020 Strategy aiming at smart, sustainafdeiaclusive growth, the integrated
approach to policy and the territorial dimensiondelelopment have become more in
focus.

EU Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 is focusing in investts along 11 thematic priorities
where ESPON evidence can be important. It also ptesnintegrated and place-based
policy approaches such as in the form of Integrdteditorial Investments. Ministers
responsible for territorial development and spapi@nning have agreed a Territorial
Agenda 2020 setting a number of policy principlasthe development of the European
territory which are currently under implementatiarnere pan-European territorial
evidence can also be useful. The European Parliah@nshown particular interest in
the ongoing project on a Territorial Vision 2050 the Europe and the Committee of
the Regions are devoted to Territorial Impact Assesnt using recent ESPON tools.

The definition and implementation of programmesaficed by European Strategic
Investment Funds 2014-2020 have been furnished teititorial evidence in order to
ensure informed decisions on strategies and psogatection.



Member States supported by Partner States arestemsin requesting an enhanced
territorial dimension and place-based approachgogicluded in policy processes at all
levels. This has created a positive environmentHeruptake and capitalisation of the
European territorial knowledge base that have lbeseloped over more than 11 years
by ESPON.

Indeed, during 2013 the demand towards ESPON esid@&mas increasing with new
stakeholders from regions and cities as well agedlorganisations showing interest for
ESPON results within different themes. This positivend is expected to continue in
2014. Particular efforts have already been madsetwice the ongoing and future
programming activities in other Structural Fundeggammes. New interesting project
results, such as on regional crisis resilienceg lterm territorial scenarios and vision
and territorial potentials for supporting a greereonomy, are expected to stimulate
this up going trends and expand further the rarfigeadeholders at European as well as
lower levels. In addition, the use of ESPON toolsta and indicators as well as tools
for TIA quick checks and territorial monitoring aaenong outputs that may create new
users of ESPON.

In policy perspective, the recognition by policyreek and stakeholders at all levels of
the need to understand better the wider territaoaltext is foreseen to advance further.
In today’s quickly changing and connecting worla thnarkets and competition lies
increasingly outside the EU. At the same token, ioogt for exploiting

complementarities with other regions and citiesodigh cooperation arrangements
requires a wider European perspective to territalevelopment. Benchmarking based
on comparison of strengths and weaknesses withr otlgeons and cities can trigger of
ideas of joining forces and create developmentwimatld not happen by staying apart.

In this policy context, the ESPON 2013 ProgrammeXxpected in 2014 to further
strengthen the outreach and knowledge transfer &ying a strong focus on
capitalisation. A reputation for delivering solididhinnovative, interesting and useful
results is expected to be taken a step forward.

During 2013 the Monitoring Committee has condudtesl very last call for proposals
on a final capitalisation activity at transnatiofelel by the ECP network that also will
contribute to boosting the dissemination and uptakeESPON evidence, also by
regional and local authorities.

In parallel with the final steps of implementatiohthe ESPON 2013 Programme, the
process of shaping consensus and approval of aveeh&SPON Programme will
continue into 2014. This is an additional importtagk for the ESPON CU. The Joint
Working Group on the ESPON post 2013 that was &skedal in 2012 will continue its
work, at least in the first months of 2014 basedhankey principles of improving and
strengthening of the ESPON exercise that have bgesed in principle and endorsed
by General Directors. These include the wish toroue the capacity of ESPON to
transfer knowledge towards policy processes reaigr the territorial dimension in
policies, and a renewed institutional setting tisaddministratively lean and efficient.
This renewal is among other foreseen to includ€e&TC as single beneficiary and
implementing the content by using service contraoty.

It is previewed that a proposal for an Operatidralgramme for ESPON post 2013 will
be agreed among the 32 participating countriesndufebruary/March 2014 and
submitted to the European Commission for approvaitly after. A new programme is
supposed to be approved during summer 2014 andn#igutional arrangements



completed which on an optimistic note could meaat the ESPON post 2013 will be
able to launch a first call for tender by the eh@@l4.

[.2.  Strategic Avenuesfor 2014

As the deliveries of results of ESPON projects s, the emphasis in the programme
implementation will stay as in 2013 highly devotedtapitalisation and communication
of results. Relatively, the strongest weight relaie the different programme priorities
will in the remainder of the programme implemematilay on Priority 4 on
Capitalisation. This will consequently be reflectedhe work priorities of the CU.

Moreover, in 2014 substantial efforts will be madefurther develop the toolbox of
ESPON under Priority 3 as a large number of newoastwill be started and carried
through during 2014.

In parallel, efforts are still needed to manage gmide the remaining ongoing projects
towards the best possible results. However, dugi4 the inflow of reports will
gradually become less than in the previous yearterims of projects, in particular the
activities carried through within the so-called N&&l projects will be a matter requiring
substantial attention and resources, not leastecelt the short-term services which
have been tendered late in 2013 and which willveelduring 2014.

The financial management of the programme will riezeontinued attention in order to
achieve and maintain an impeccable level. Followtimgy successful avoidance of de-
commitment of ERDF funds in 2013, meeting the spendarget for 2014 will still
need committed attention of all actors and progranamthorities involved. Also, the
very satisfying audits of 2013 will set the targiets2014.

The following 4 strategic avenues will guide theplementation of the ESPON 2013
Programme during the year 2014

(1) Emphasising capitalisation and communication activities and wide-spread
use of ESPON territorial evidence based on all results achieved with the
ESPON 2013 Programmejowever with particular promotion of new
evidence becoming available during 2014, and including targeted activities
and publishing publications according to the detidRublication Plan 2011-
2014.

(2) Improving the ESPON toolbox through a wide-range of actions on different
issues that together contributes to a consistemtiraer-related set of tools for
territorial analyses based on ESPON results. R#aticemphasis is on user-
friendliness.

(3) Guaranteeing high quality, solid and useful outputs from active projects,
both applied research and tools development within MA led projects,
supported by clear executive summaries and aplitathat can make ESPON
even more useful as provider of interesting Euraptearitorial evidence and
tools.

(4) Continuing efforts ensuring sufficient level of spending in 2014, continuing
sound financial management of the programme witldifig-free audits and
quality checks and preparing for the winding uphef ESPON 2013 programme
in 2015.

More detailed information on the concrete programim@lementation in 2014 is
included in the following chapters of the Work Pragme 2014.



The envisaged overall timing of activities in 2Cd#d the budget for 2014 are following
decision by the MC on 3 December 2013 availablereeex 1 and 2 respectively.

.3.  Implementation status

The implementation of the ESPON 2013 Programmeys well advanced. In total 32

projects (P1 and P2) (contracted following call fjmoposals) are final closed in 2013.
For the same type of project under P3 and P4 theedl projects number 6. In total
within the programme priorities 66 larger projedtsund following calls for proposals)

are final or ongoing, and (1 project just decidediler contracting. The status by 31
December 2013 for contracted and remaining projestder the ESPON 2013

Programme can be seen from the following table:

Project status by the start of 2014 (excluding MA led projects under P3 and P4)

Projects P1 P2 P3 P4 Total
Final, ongoing o 25 23 10 8 66
under contracting

Total projects 25 23 10 8 66

In addition to the abovementioned projects, a §icamt number of additional ESPON
activities are carried through based on serviceraots. In total 16 MA-led projects
within Priority 3 and Priority 4 has been decidgdthe MC. The implementation of
these projects covers in total 68 actions, of win@ny require call for tenders. So far
40 actions have been finalised, while 17 are uridglementation and 11 under
contracting. An overview is presented in the foilogvtable:

Statuson M A-led Projects by the start of 2014

MA-led projects P3 P4 Total
Final 4 9
Ongoing 3 4 7
Total projects 7 9 16
Total no. of actions 22 46 68

Adding the projects and actions, this means thatBSPON 2013 Programme in total
during its entire lifetime will implement 134 coatited projects and actions.

As said, during 2014, the high volume of resultsl mutput continues to require a
substantial and targeted effort on the procesgiagitalisation and communication of
the results to policymakers in an easy and targetd This will require that further

resources of the CU will be allocated to capitdiisa In this context, a service contract
for external expertise support will continue prorglvaluable support.

Transnational activities carried through by the E@#work under Priority 4 have
contributed to the capitalisation efforts. Threatcacted projects still running will end
in the beginning of 2014. However, due to the gwksi of reallocation funds within
Priority 4, the MC decided during 2013 to launchaatditional call for proposal for a
Transnational Networking Activity, which ended ihet decision of the MC on 3
December 2013 of contracting an additional projddtis project will during 2014



implement wide-ranging and innovative capitalisatiactivities. The project will be
carried out by a large network of ECPs covering thod€Europe and aim at enlarging
the outreach of ESPON territorial evidence to pelitakers as well as a wider public at
transnational and local level.

Due to the final stages of the implementation af 8SSPON 2013 programme, the
administrative and financial management continodseta demanding task. The closure
of finalised projects is a significant task in 2Qiterms of closing the content part, but
in particular in terms of closing the financial paf projects.

To ensure that the necessary spending of ERDF fur2i314 remains an important task
for the CU. The successful progress made in 2013then spending side was
encouraging, however by the end of 2014 an additispending and certification of
ERDF funds of just below 6.5 mio. Euro will be nssary in order to avoid de-
commitment of funds.

The audits carried through in 2013 showed a sicpuifi decrease of the error rate from
1,09 % in 2012 to 0,0008 % in 2013. Considering th@ number of audits to be

implemented in 2014 will still be important, theghilevel of support and quality

assurance will be applied in order to ensure stawiith a low error rate in 2014.

1. Detailed actionswithin the main activities of 2014

The ESPON 2013 Programme will in 2014 put emphasisnanaging and winding up
Applied Research projects, Targeted Analysis a$ agprojects within the Scientific
Platform on Tools. All ongoing projects will delivéinal results. In order to guarantee
the required high quality and policy relevance, sidarable efforts will be made to
support and steer project development and impleatient

For a comprehensive overview on ESPON project,rtseope, envisaged results,
budget, and partnership, the final version of tis?EN Project Overview is available
on the ESPON website and a final version was ptimteearly 2013. However, with the
latest decisions on projects by the MC during 2@L&inor update has been necessary
in the version on the ESPON website.

Many additional actions under 16 MA led projectited to tools and data as well as
capitalisation will be carried through during 2014 addition, the capitalisation through
Transnational Networking Activities by the ECP netlwwill continue during 2014 as
3 of the 8 projects selected are still active i640

1.1  Applied Research projects (Priority 1)

The implementation of Applied Research projectd imil2014 come to an end. The
programme will manage to implement in total 25 ApglResearch projects, all of
which are contracted.

The flow of project implementation of these 25 pag looks as follows:
- 7 projects submitted their final deliveries by 3édember 2011.
— 8 projects delivered their Final Reports by 31 Delger 2012.
- 4 projects will have delivered their Final Repdiys31 December 2013.
— 6 projects will deliver their Final Report in 2014.



The specific action under Priority 1, the Knowledgport System (pool of experts for
Sounding Boards) (Priority 1), is complete. Follogithe last call for expression of
interest the Knowledge Support System it curreimbludes 109 experts. No further
calls will be implemented during the current pragnae period.

For concrete information on the individual appliegearch projects please consult the
Project overview available on the ESPON website.

1.2 Targeted Analyses (Priority 2)

Like with the Applied Research projects, the impéenation of Targeted Analysis
projects will in 2014 come to an end. The programmk manage in parallel 23
Targeted Analysis projects taking together all caeted projects.

The flow of project implementation of the 23 prdgedelivering Targeted Analyses to
stakeholders looks as follows:

— 7 projects submitted their final deliveries by 3éd@mber 2011.
— 10 projects delivered their Final Reports by 31&eber 2012.
- 3 projects will have delivered their Final Repdrysend of 2013.
— 3 projects will deliver their Final Reports by eofd2014.

There will be no more Calls for Expressions of tegt for Targeted Analysis during
2014.

For concrete information on the individual Targethlyses projects please consult
the Project overview available on the ESPON website

1.3  Scientific Tool developments and Analytical support (Priority 3)

The ESPON 2013 Programme will in 2014 continue @kenstrong efforts to further

develop and optimise the scientific platform anel BESPON tools for policymakers and
practitioners. The majority of the last service ttaats under the Priority 3 Scientific

Platform project were launched in the last semeasft@013, a few remaining will take

off in the very beginning of 2014. Focus will betmn enhancing the usefulness of
ESPON results and tools and its practical usedbcymakers at all levels.

Cooperation on European territorial data will cong in 2014, integrating the ESPON
Programme further into this European process. Iticogar, good cooperation with
EUROSTAT is crucial and cooperation will be deveddpfurther on key topics of
common interest: time series, functional areasamridata, maritime statistics and
LAU1/LAU2 data. This approach will ensure mutuainbéts in the development of
pan-European regionalised information and Europeaps.

I1.3.1 Projects on scientific platform and analytical support (based on subsidy
contracts following call for proposals)
The following 8 Priority 3 projects will be running 2014:

- ESPON 2013 Database (phase II)

The ESPON Database 2013 project — phase Il (M4@efwohas delivered its Second
Interim Report in June 2013 and will deliver a Drainal Report in June 2014 and a
Final Report in December 2014. The project willbatieliver a new updated version of
the ESPON Database Portal in December 2013 andni@ dnd December 2014. This



ESPON tool is now more targeted to policy makerd aon-experts, in particular by
offering a search facility to easily query poligtavant indicators. The tool will include
a continuously growing number of data and indicaton regions and cities resulting
from projects and gathered and developed by the giict.

- ESPON Atlas on European Territorial Structures Bgdamics

The ESPON ATLAS project delivered the Inception &#pn July 2012 and a revised
Inception Report in October 2012. During the MC hitege on 4 December 2012, the
TPG carried out a workshop session in order tolie/the MC in the further scoping of
the thematic focus of the ATLAS. The Interim Repw#s delivered on 22 April 2013.
A revised Interim Report was requested and wasigeovby the TPG on 30 July 2013.
The project will run into the second half of 2014.

- Internet Online Mapping Tool

The Rich Internet Online Mapping Tool project (RIlMAdelivered their Draft Final
Report and beta-version of the tool in October 20I3ey will deliver their Final

Report and Final version of the tool in Decembet3®0According to the plan, the
project will test the tool during November and Dater of 2013 after which the final
version will be made publically available in theFE3N website in 2014.

— Territorial Monitoring in a European Macro Region

This project is aimed at supporting evidence infednterritorial development and
cohesion in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) by develg@n indicator based monitoring
system in 6 main domains of high policy relevance selected together with the group
of stakeholders: economic performance and comypetigiss; access to services markets
and jobs; innovative territories; social inclusiand quality of life; environmental
quality. During 2013 the project delivered the titeReport and a draft version of the
monitoring tool application which was made avaiabhrough the following link:
http://bsr.espon.eu/TeMo_Presentation_Tool.hthe Final Report will be delivered by
February 2014 and the group of stakeholders, maMWhSAB has been very
participative during the project implementationsl @mow great interest in carrying out
other policy oriented case study analysis baseti@monitoring system developed.

— Territorial Evidence Packs for Structural Fundsgamnmes

The TerrEvi project will deliver its Final Reporh @1 December 2013. A core part of
this is the 10 Territorial Evidence Reports whiclerav delivered in August 2013
covering four regional programmes, one Cross-Bo@tmrperation programme and five
Transnational Cooperation programmes. The reparis at providing Structural Funds
programmes with insights on different types ofiterial evidence ESPON with regard
to the possible investment priorities of futuregraonmes, and to stimulate a debate on
how this evidence can be used in the programminggss. The connection this has
created between ESPON and the SF Programmes wiillrtieer strengthened through
different capitalisation and dissemination actestduring 2014.

— European Territorial Monitoring System

The main aim of the project is to develop a simpglasy understandable and policy
relevant tool for European Territorial MonitoringdaReporting, capable of continuous
assessment of territorial development trends adityponpacts in relation to policy

objectives related to Territorial Cohesion (in patar the EU2020 Strategy, and the
Territorial Agenda 2020). In general, this tool lwilainly rely on, integrate and select
time-series of territorial indicators and indexeseloped by the INTERCO project and



included in the ESPON 2013 Database. During 20&3otbject delivered an Inception
Report, an Interim Report and in November it is eotpd to produce additional
Intermediate Deliveries. The delivery of the IntefiReport included also a draft version
of the web application, made available wunder thelloieng link:
http://81.47.175.201/etms-projecBuring 2014 the project will deliver the Draftria
Report and the Final Report.

- Detecting Territorial Potentials and Challenges

The project will deliver its Draft Final Report danuary 2014 and the Final Report
three months later. This will include a Handbook detecting territorial potentials,

which also will be made available as an applicat@mmmobile devices. In addition, the
project will organize a Seminar in Brussels in feeloy 2014.

— European Urban Benchmarking Web-tool

The main aim of the project is to develop the meéthagical concept of the ‘quick-
scan’ web-tool and operationalise this into a féillgctioning web-tool ready for use by
the target group of policymakers and practitionexs, well as public and private
investors. During 2013 the project delivered theeption Report, the Intermediate
Deliverables 1 and 2 including a draft version dfet web application:
http://espon.geodan.nl/citybenciBy November 2013 it is also scheduled the dejiver
of the Draft Final Report and in 2014 the projedt deliver the Final Report.

11.3.2 Tools (actionsin MA-led projects based on service contracts)

Currently, the following service contract underddity 3 is ongoing and will be running
for part of 2014:

- Innovation of ESPON Cartographic Language

This action is aimed at developing an innovativegeasible and practical approach to
visualisation of territorial trends and dynamicsoss Europe. The tender was launched
during the second half of 2012 and awarded to UMWSTE from Paris later the same
year. The preliminary results have been delivenarihd the first semester of 2013 and
pointed out the need to improve the structure amehponents of the cartographic
language currently applied by ESPON 2013. This bhaen further explored by
providing guidance on cartographic elements, stalsdaand rules. The upcoming
deliverables will include concrete proposals on tmee of the new, innovative
cartographic language by the ESPON CU. The samigeafp the extensive use of new
technologies and computer software. The final teswill be delivered by the beginning
of December 2013 and taken up in 2014.

In addition, the following 7 service contracts wié starting up, carried through and
ended in 2014 under this action of Priority 3:

- Improvement of the usefulness of the ESPON HypesAtbr European regions

The new update of the ESPON HyperAtlas will haverasn focus what users want.
Based on this, combined with the survey on the IHfas V2 and the feedback
received from various sources and policy develogmen the field of territorial
cohesion, an updated version of the HyperAtlas Bbe developed. This project will
start in the beginning of 2014.

- TIA web application using the ARTS methodology



The TIA web application will be based on the methlody developed by the TIA
related projects that have been carried out in BSFRXD13 Programme: TIPTAP,
ARTS, EATIA and the TIA guidance that was publisle@013. This project will start
in the beginning of 2014.

— Online training platform with sessions focused padfic topics

This online learning platform will be building ohe Virtual Learning Environment
(VLE) that the Priority 4 project ESPONTrain devata which was used for running
teaching cycles for post-graduate students and tifjomers/policy-makers using
specially developed thematic teaching packs baseldSPON Priority 1 projects. This
e-learning platform is currently being further eoqgld in the ongoing Priority 4 project
USESPON. This project is planned to start in espiyng 2014.

— Regional typologies at LAU2:

At the moment nine regional typologies at NUTS3elesxist to be used for analytical
purposes within ESPON projects and publicationsne®d is identified for similar
regional typologies at LAU2 level to be used fomgarable analytical purposes in case
studies and targeted analysis. The results of tBOEPECS project and the previous
service contract developing the NUTS3 typologies lsa used as a basis. The regional
typologies to be considered further developed d&bveer scale are: 1. Urban-rural
regions; 2. Metropolitan regions; 3. Border regjods Islands regions; 5. Sparsely
populated regions; 6. Mountainous regions; 7. Gdasgions; 8. Regions in industrial
transition. This project is in terms of referencafting stage and will start in the
beginning of 2014.

— Functional Indicators Tool

The aim of this tool is to give users the possipiid build indicators based on a limited
number of core data. With this tool people showddable to calculate themselves more
simple ratio indicators, such as different kindeofployment and unemployment rates,
GDP per capita, etc. But also more advanced inglisatelated to accessibility and
potentials. Examples for population are: populati@ached within 1 hour drive,
distance needed to reach 2 million inhabitants,etimeeded to reach 1 million
inhabitants, change over time for these indicatdisis project will start in the
beginning of 2014.

— Upholding of the Baltic Sea Region — Territorial Mioring System

The objective is to make the macro regional teratanonitoring systems an integrated
element of the ESPON Territorial Monitoring Systemensure that key data used are
congruent in all monitoring systems developed by €8, and that they are generated
from the ESPON Database. This action aims to erthereipholding, continuation and
long term operationability of the developed testecanade on a Baltic Sea Monitoring
System after the closure of the current projects phoject will start in the beginning of
2014.

— Feasibility study on analytical tools based on Baja

Increasingly data and information from analysingginet activities or social media can
be used for observing development trends in ouregocData in this field can be
collected with very short notice and does not needgo through longwinded
harmonisation and collection procedure which oftaply that regional data in Europe
is some years old before it can be used. This opemsw window of opportunity for
territorial analyses bringing the latest up to dateitorial tendencies to policy makers.



This feasibility study aims to explore innovativesgibilities to develop a tool that
could be used to generate and analyse data fronmtévmet. This project will start in
the beginning of 2014.

[1.3.3 Update of Data and Maps (actions in MA led projects based on service
contracts)

The following 4 service contracts will be starting and running as well as deliver
results in 2014 under this action of Priority 3:

- Matrix on accessibility data between NUTS 3 in Fag@nd Neighbourhood

The main objective of this service contract is tpeduction of matrices for
accessibility, calculation of potential accessibilindicators and elaboration of
corresponding ESPON maps by: collecting and harsinogithe most recent data
available; calculating travel time matrices betwBRIT S-3 regions for passenger travel
for road, rail, air and multimodal (2001, 2006, 202014) corresponding to the already
existing potential accessibility indicators in ES®Qalculating accessibility potential
indicators for the most recent data available foad; rail, air, and multimodal;
elaboration of maps; analysing the territorial dyies on European territory, its regions
and cities on accessibility patterns and trendss Pphoject has started by the end of
2013 and run through most of 2014.

- Harmonised datasets on local units (LAU 2);

Following the work developed by ESPON 2013 to inwgrthe comparison of data from
different years and sources and thereby respotitetincreasing demand for EU-wide
harmonised analyses, the objectives of this semacgract are to develop guidance to
the ESPON research community on the main issuesusieas have to deal with when
collecting and harmonising data at LAU level 2;tlfier develop the ESPON 2013
Database at LAU level 2 with data for EU28+4 (EJ28 plus Norway, Switzerland,
Iceland and Liechtenstein) on thematically-oriertiggics on the basis of the 2001 and
2011 population and housing censuses; improve dataparability over time and
across data sources at LAU level 2 by applying iethodology developed in the
framework of ESPON 2013; demonstrate that the nuetlogy mentioned above can be
replicated more broadly by the ESPON research camtgnuThis will start in the
beginning of 2014.

- Filling in data gaps in the ESPON Database

The main objective of this service contract is trrg out a service contract for
collecting count data and metadata, build up tieres and fill in existing data gaps,
related to the ESPON Database, on (1) populatioa, ¢2) employment by age group
and gender and (3) employment by economic sectois project will start in the
beginning of 2014.

- Feasibility studies on selected topics in relatimn the maintenance and
development of the ESPON Database

This is currently considered to be replaced by a ojadate related to “Update of Maps
and Related Data on Climate Change” with the majeative to update and complete a
number of maps and indicators from the ESPON Ckmpaittoject by: collecting,
transforming and harmonising the most recent deadable in order to (1) update and
fill the data gaps on climate change exposure objis regions, (2) update and fill the
data gaps on climate change sensitivity and agtgdgpotential impact of climate

1C



change on Europe’s regions and (3) update andh@l data gaps of the adaptive
capacity and vulnerability indicator of Europeagioms to climate change. Based on
the results achieved, this service contract shallyse territorial trends of the European
territory and its regions in regard to climate amvith a special focus on the ESPON
Partner States and EU Candidate Countries. Thiggirwill start in the beginning of
2014.

1.4 Capitalisation and Communication (Priority 4 and partly 5)

The ESPON 2013 Programme will in 2014 further gjtken the efforts to capitalise
and communicate the final results of the projeateugh a wide range of activities and
channels, existing as well as new ones.

The Communication Plan (approved in 2007), the tahpation Strategy (approved in
September 2010) together with the Publication Répproved in June 2011) and the
MA-led project 4.1 for 2011-14 (approved in SeptemB011), provide the strategic
framework for implementing a wide range of targetagitalisation and communication
actions aimed at policy makers, stakeholders amartbdia.

I1.4.1 Media and Publication (actionsin MA-led projects based on service contracts)
Publications and Design

The implementation of the ESPON Publication Plaseldaon the strategic MA-led
project 4.1a “Publications and Design 2011-2014gdn during 2012 and is based on 3
service contracts related to:

- External Expertisewhich provides a pool of in-house and/or sub-amted
expertise, that are activated by the CU upon regaed deliver writing and
editorial services as well as support on data hag@ind mapping. The external
expertise are involved to various degrees in thgomty of the planned
publications, ranging from more substantial scfentand policy-oriented
publications to easy accessible evidence briefls aimore journalistic touch as
well as presentations. The service provider wasraoted in October 2012.

- Layout and Designwhich is based on the existing and updated cohere
corporate graphic design as specified in the ESBONorate Identity Manual.
The service provider implement layout and desigmatee the various
publications and other products. The service peavigas contracted in April
2013.

- Printing this covers the practical and technical executibthe printing of the
ESPON publications, as well as the supporting mgnand collaterals. The
service provider was contracted in May 2013.

The publication activities during 2014 are veryesmive and planned to include:

- ESPON Scientific Report (No. 2)

- ESPON Synthesis Report (No. 3)

- ESPON ATLAS

- Territorial Vision and Scenarios 2050 Report
- Territorial Monitoring Report

- Territorial Monitoring: Facts and Figures

- Territorial Governance Handbook

- Detecting Territorial Potentials Handbook

- Seminar Report (No. 3)
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- 5-6 ESPON Territorial Observations
- 6-7 ESPON Evidence Briefs
- Posters

In addition a number of various printed productiaterals related to ESPON activities
and events as well as promotional material.

Capitalisation strategy

The following capitalisation activities are planrfed 2014:

- At least 6 press releases in relation to majoripatbns launches and events.
- 6 ESPON Newsletters.
- Delivering speeches at external major events.

ESPON Website

The ESPON Website Il was contracted in 2012 andressthat website is regularly
updated and continuously developed by the CU thradylitional pages and new tools
such as videos, ESPON database and the online Nagi

I1.4.2 European Seminars and Workshops (actionsin MA-led projects)

The following 6 events in 2014 are envisaged uniderMA-led project “4.2 European
Seminars and Workshops 2011-2014":

- 4 European Seminars and Conferences:

- Conference on Partner States and EU, scheduled! ftarch 2014 in
Brussels.

- Territorial Vision Conference, scheduled for 29 N@014 in Brussels.

- ESPON Open Seminar will be arranged 4-5 June 20Gteéece.

- ESPON 2013 Final Event scheduled for October 2@fl@gssible back-to-
back to the Open Days.

- 2 ESPON Workshops

Two ESPON Workshops will be organised during 2@ in the spring and one in the
fall. The themes will be considered based on poligmand. As previously the
Workshops will consist of thematically oriented wsmops based on specific ESPON
projects/topics engaging scientists and policy-m&keactitioners in interactive
exchanges of knowledge and experiences.

Other workshops might be arranged as stand-aloeat®vin co-operation with pan-

European ETC programmes, scientific organisatiatids, such as the annual
Regional Studies Association Conference, and aticgl to the Open Days arranged by
the European Commission.

I1.4.3 Transnational Networking Activities

As part of the Transnational Networking ActivitiEBENA) the European Contact Point
(ECP) network will be asked (in February 2014) épart their national activities
carried out during 2013. Their reports will be adide the compiled report started in
2008 and made available to the MC. In additiomaas of their obligatory activities, the
ECPs will carry out blunder checks on Draft FinatpRrts of ESPON Priority 1
projects.
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In 2014 two TNA projects, ENECON and USESPON, w#liver their Final Reports.
An additional TNA project ESPONontheRoad will be@active in January 2014 and
until the end of the year deliver a number of taiftade capitalisation activities at
transnational and national scale, well distributedifferent part of Europe.

I1.4.4 Communication Action Plan 2014

The planned communication activities are outlined details in the ESPON
Communication Action Plan 2013.

[1.5.  Management of Programme and Projects, Audit and Evaluation (Priority 5)

The main challenge in relation to the Programme &g@ment in 2014 will be to meet
the commitment targets and prepare for a smootsuotoof the programme in 2015.
During 2014 additional 6.484.159 EUR of ERDF wilhve to be certified to the
Commission by the end 2014 (by the end of the \&Hr4 a total cumulative of
27.065.662 EUR of ERDF will have to be certified to the Conssion).

Reaching the commitment targets for 2014 will reg& close monitoring of projects
and of the respect of the reporting deadlinesha€tSPON CU will have to assess and
process in one year a high amount of progress tepsimilar to the level in 2013
although cumulating to a lower amount of ERDF doighie fact that several projects
will be in their closing phase with lower expendi&weclared to the programme.

11.5.1 Programme Management

From the programme management side, the main wilestduring 2014 are related on
one hand to the reporting duties to the Europeanr@igsion, and on the other hand to
the implementation of the specific programme manege verifications that are
foreseen in the approved management and contri@meydescription.

From the reporting side, two main reports will hagebe submitted to the European
Commission via the SFC-2007:

- Forecast Payment for 2014 and 2015, by the 30 20K

— Annual Implementation Report for 2013 which willMeato be submitted to the
European Commission by 30 June 2014 following i&cussion and formal
approval of the MC.

The Managing Authority and the Coordination Unitlviave as well to cooperate and
coordinate with the Certifying Authority for the lsmission of the report on
irregularities due by the 31 March 2014.

In relation the management verifications, durind£2€he Managing Authority will have
to continue implementing quality controls on ongpiprojects and as well support
Member States for the implementation of their dyathecks on their respective first
level financial control system. More information dms can be found in the section
related to the Audit activities.

Finally, as said, an important milestone for 2014l tae to make sufficient progress
with the financial implementation leading to a ne-abmmitment risk for the years
2014 and prepare a smooth closure of the programn@&15. This will include a

! This amount does not consider the 7% advance patytinet has to be deducted for the de-commitment
target.
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dedicated effort on the preparation and certifaratf the costs related to the Technical
Assistance.

I11.5.2 Call for tenders

In 2014, the MA and CU will have to launch stillcall for tenders under public
procurement related to the implementation of astiornthe framework of priority 3 and
priority 4 (see sections 1.3 and I.4) as desatibe the MA led project proposal
approved by the MC. In parallel, the MA and CU wglhsure the contracting and
implementing the service contracts launched la@0ih3 in the framework of Priority 3
and Priority 4.

I1.5.3 Project Monitoring

In relation to project monitoring during 2014 thevédl be a major increase related to
the monitoring of ongoing projects together witte tvinding up of the contracting
procedure for the last contracted project seledtidwing the call closed on 18
October 2013 for the last Priority 4 project.

Altogether 41 Project Progress Reports are expdotéd submitted to the ESPON CU
in the course of 2014. It has been concluded that ‘targeted financial manager
seminar’ that was organised in line with the RoadpMo avoid de-commitment and
which had a specific focus on supporting the Leadrfers with the submission of their
pending progress reports proved to be useful amdetbults are tangible with a series of
reports de-blocked and submitted after the meefeyeral projects managed to catch
up with the delays in their financial reporting anith the submission of the pending
reports many projects have been closed from trendial point of view. It is therefore
foreseen that additional events of this type weél drganised in 2014 to support the
smooth reporting of the projects and facilitate ttlesure of the ESPON 2013
Programme. The ESPON CU will continue with a clésbw up of the projects and
will provide special effort towards Lead and ProjPartners with additional guidance
to ensure that impeccable financial reports arpgred and submitted.

In order to avoid de-commitment at the end of 2@id ESPON CU will have to
reinforce the support to Lead and Project Partrimrisas well to the first level financial
controller. As indicated in the section relatedti® Communication Plan, specific
events have been planned in order to treat witméw®eled urgency this issue. If needed,
specific sessions at the ESPON seminars will barosgd.

Close contact with the Lead Partners and the fesel financial control will be
reinforced and as well projects will be encouragedsend to the CU the draft
reimbursement claims before they are sent to tret kevel financial controller for
verifications.

[1.5.4 Audit activities 2014
The main audit activities within the year 2014 wailhinly include:

— Audit of operations during the first half of theayeto be finished by 30 June
2014,

— Annual control report and opinion during the secdradf of the year to be
delivered to the EC by 31 December 2014.

The audit of operations will be implemented on Wieb&the Audit Authority by the
external auditor between February and April 20Bkjng into account the need of
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giving all audits closed by the 30 June 2014. Tie¢hmdology of the audit of operation
performed by the external auditor will remain tiaeng as the previous years. Based on
the previous experience, the preparatory phashkeo&tidit of operations will still start
already in December 2013 by informing the auditeddficiaries and planning the on-
field interventions by the external auditor.

The Group of Auditors meeting held in Paris on f#eand 15 November 2013 has
taken into account the new guidelines approved hy COCOF on the sampling
methodology for the audits of operations that sthiaiteady be applied in the current
programming period. Taken into account the relftivemall size of the ESPON
Programme, the well-advanced implementation ofpfugramme by the end of 2013
and the fact that the population as basis for drgwlhe sample will remain below 150
units, the AA and GoA members decided not to chahgeaudit strategy and sampling
methodology of the ESPON 2013 Programme for theaneimg years of the current
programming period. However, in order to complyhwibe new requirements of the
guidance, the random mandatory sample will havecdwer at least 10% of the
operations and 5% of the total certified expendguof the reference year. In addition,
at least one operation from the high-value strafiuen with certified expenditure above
the 2% of the total certified expenditure in 20¥8) have as well to be audited. A
complementary sampling is also foreseen by the A®® increase the country and
priority coverage of the mandatory sampling andvioes audit works. The
consideration of the new audit guidelines have assalt to increase the audit work
needed to 10% of operations, when so far the AA/@egided to audit no more than
7,5% of the operations due to the confidence level.

On the basis of the number of operations paid @ntified by the Certifying Authority
in 2013 (51 operations reported costs during 20t#),sampling size of the audit of
operation will be of 10% corresponding to 5 openadi selected, therefore 5 Lead
Partners and 4 Projects Partners as part of thepulsory sample. An additional
operation was selected as complementary sampledadetter geographical coverage
of the audit implemented so far. Therefore a t@fl9 on the spot audits will be
implemented during February-April 2014 (comparedton-the-spots performed last
year) which increases the audit work in relationh#® previous year (due to the higher
sample size (from 7,5% to 10%) and numbers of djpeas having declared
expenditures (from 40 in 2012 to 51 operations0&3) while having the costs of the
audit works under control.

The AA and the GoA have decided and approved dehmandatory random sample
and the complementary sample during the meetintdoand 15 of November 2013. As
mandatory sample the SEGI, GREECO, ECR2 and ESATp@fects of priority 1
and the MA led project Website 2008 of priority dve been randomly selected. Of
these five operations, the LPs located respectivelyweden, Spain, Luxembourg and
two in the United Kingdom will be audited. The mcf partners randomly selected
from the operations SEGI, GREECO, ECR2 and ESATR@RIocated respectively in
Poland, Denmark, Estonia and Spain.

The complementary sample is left to the AA and GoAiscretion according to the
results of the mandatory sampling and professiprdgment in order to conclude and
provide a meaningful opinion to the EC by the 3k®wuber 2014. For this reason the
AA and GoA have decided to add an operation as tmmmgmtary sample. The selection
methodology of the complementary sample has beefotlowing:

— Countries not already covered by previous audithbyexternal auditors
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— Operations and beneficiaries having the highesterdiure declared under
priorities not covered by the mandatory sampling.

According to result of the above mentioned analysis AA/GoA decided to audit a
project partner located in Romania as this beimgdbuntry with highest expenditure
declared not yet covered by an audit from the ptoj4D, operation of priority 3
(priority not covered in the random sample).

In addition to the new sampling guidance, the AAMGoembers, as well as the external
auditor, have been informed about the new guidasseed by the EC by the end of
2013 for determining financial corrections for noompliance with the rules on public
procurement. This new guidance will be taken irdcoaint during audit works in 2014.

The annual control report and opinion of the refeesyear 01/07/2013-30/06/2014 will
be prepared by the external auditor and approveithdyAudit Authority and Group of
Auditors during the GoA meeting planned for the ke the 17 November 2014 in
Luxembourg under the organisation of the ESPON RYbgramme.

I1.5.5 MA Quality checks

Taking into account the good results of the audit the increased audit work in 2014,
the Managing Authority and the ESPON CoordinationtWill in 2014 focus the MA
quality checks only on operations presenting seri@porting problems in the view of
supporting the road map to avoid de-commitmenteAthe closure of the audits in
April 2014 the MA and ESPON CU will evaluate thea®enmitment risk and draw a
plan for MA quality checks to support the Lead d&hject partners. The amount of
quality checks to be implemented in 2014 will dep@n analysis made by the end of
April 2014. The MA and CU will also undertake akrsnalysis as in the previous years
to evaluate any additional need for quality checks.

In any case, as indicated above, the main focuseoMA Quality checks in 2014 will
be put on the improvement of the reporting and ebmplete audit trail. In addition,
taking into account the results of the audits d®dtype of irregularities detected by the
CU while assessing the progress reports, the ediodl of staff costs and the public
procurement compliance will also be monitored adhgefIn addition, as in the view of
supporting a smooth reporting of costs to the MA/&ttention will be given to the
improvement of the quality of documents submittedhte FLC and the ESPON CU.
Involvement of the MC members, First Level Coneddl and Central Approbation
Body representatives in relation to the benefiemmoncerned by MA quality checks
will be demanded from the preparatory phase uhtl implementation of necessary
corrective actions, if any. The support of the Gafembers for their respective
member/partner states will also be asked by MA/€uUhdeded, when referring to
national regulations.

Results of the MA quality checks will be presentedthe central authorities of the
Programme, MC and CA over the year 2014, once itied feports are ready. The
follow-up on implementing corrective actions, stibbk the case, will be controlled by
the First Level Controllers concerned and revielwgd/1A/CU.

I1.5.6 Member and Partner State Quality checks

The Member States and Partner States will stillstbengly recommended by the
MA/CU to perform Quality checks of their First Ldw@ontrol Systems. During 2013
Quality checks have been implemented by Belgiunmik region, Bulgaria, Cyprus,
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Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Hundaayvia, Malta, Romania, Slovenia,
Sweden ,and UK.

The MA/CU will continue supporting the Members $tatand Partner States via
internal manuals, interview guidance and an overwg country of their First Level
control system and issues encountered during degkw performed by the CU on
behalf of the MA. Involvement of the MC memberg;sELevel Controllers and Central
Approbation Body representatives in relation to RIS/ quality checks will be
demanded from the preparatory phase until the impigation of necessary corrective
actions, if any.

The main focus of the MS/PS Quality checks in 2@ilibe put on the improvement of
the certifying process, in particular the improvemef the First Level Controllers’
qualifications and of the quality of control documee submitted and the verification
controller's implements on the audit trail and ba talculation of staff costs.

Due to the fact that each Member States and Par8tates must perform at least one
quality check of their First Level Control System place during the programming
period according to the regulation, further MS/R@ldy check must be planned for the
entire year 2014. The assistance of the ESPON CU#bAhe MS/PS has been
identified as essential for the successful implesat@n of these quality checks. During
2014 the following countries not having yet implenes their quality checks will be
asked to undertake these controls: Austria, BelgiBrussels capital, Denmark,
Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Lithuariaxembourg, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Slovakia, Switzerland, and the Nethesand

[1.5.7 Certifying Authority Quality checks

The Certifying Authority will perform two CA qualitcheck on operations in the first
half of 2014 in order to compensate the year 20d&®&re the CA quality check of the
ATTREG project selected in 2012 was performed. @y encountered in this CA
quality check is explained by the high number aftpers reviewed during the quality
check (LP and 8 project partners). The selectioopefrations will be made based on the
list of operations paid and certified between 042011 - 30/06/2012 and 01/07/2012
and 30/06/2013 prepared by the MA/CU.

Two operations will be sampled randomly by the @Aaccordance with the defined
methodology, which has been updated in October 2@ider the supervision and
approval of the Audit Authority. The CA will perfor CA quality checks on two
operations in 2014, the POLYCE project from pripgtand one MA-led Project from
priority 3 (Tools 2008).

Results of the CA quality checks will be communéchto the central authorities of the
Programme via final reports before the 31 Decer@dbé#d. Follow-up on implementing
necessary corrective actions, should this be tlse,caill be given to the MA/CU in

case of irregularities and to MC members and Eiestl controllers concerned.

I1.5.8 Ongoing Evaluation

The monitoring and evaluation of the implementatidrthe ESPON 2013 Programme
is according to EC Regulation 1083, Art. 47 conddas an ongoing evaluation during
the entire programme implementation. Hence, theoimggevaluation will continue in
2014 with internal evaluation reports in spring aoudumn 2014 using the created Score
Board with key indicators related to the progrelssnplementation of the ESPON 2013
Programme.
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[1l.  Timeplanning 2014

The detailed indicative time planning for 2014 iada available in annex 1. However,
the key meetings for the programme authoritieskaodies are as follows:

[11.1 Monitoring Committee meetings 2014

The ESPON Monitoring Committee is currently schedulo meet on 26 March 2013
(tbc) in Bruxelles, on 3 June 2014 in Greece arfdgnember 2014 in Italy (tbc).

[11.2 Concertation Committee activity in 2014
The Concertation Committee will not be active il20
[11.3 ECP meetings 2014

In 2014, the ECP network will be gathered for nregdion 3 June 2014 in Greece and
most probably in December 2014 in connection WithHESPON seminar in Italy.

I11.4 Group of Auditors meetings 2014
The next meeting of the GoA is scheduled for Noven#914.

|V. Budget 2014

The implementation of the Work Programme for 204 4nvisaged to imply expenses
according to the indicative budget inserted as AndeDuring 2014, the MC will be
presented for budget updates corresponding todhtacting, spending and absorption
of funds.

IV. Annexes

— Annex 1: Indicative Calendar 2014
- Annex 2: OP Budget 2014
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