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Key policy questions on the basis of the PURR Project: 

• What can be considered for assessing the territorial 
potential of rural regions in Europe? 
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Strategy 

Strategic postures and portfolio 

of actions 

 

Implementation  

Governance, frameworks of policy  

implementation 

Development narratives  

Prevailing development 

paradigms and values 

Drivers  
Contextual: Demography, economy, rural development, energy, transport, climate change, value change etc.  

Policy related: Global, EU, state, regional and local policy interventions  
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Key issues and 
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scenarios 

 

Stakeholder perspective 
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...as general 
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based on qualitative 
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decision making and 
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Key things to consider when assessing potential of rural 
regions: 

• Spectrum of knowledge 

• 4-step methodology: adaptable, flexible and intuitive 

• Holistic approach: people, place and power 

• Challenges and opportunities for territorial governance 

• Data issues (availability, scale...) 

• ESPON data is useful but only part of story 

• Spatial planning processes can help to identify and realise 
territorial potential strengthen regional resilience and 
promote effective governance 
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Key things to consider when assessing potential of rural 
regions: 

• Rurality and rural development agendas are highly 
contested and diverse 

• Difficult to define a rural stakeholder and rural stakeholder 
communities can be fragile 

• Rural regions need to be creative and proactive 

• Regional resilience (economic, social, environmental...) 

• Identify your assets eg. natural heritage activities, ‘core’ 
activities (environmental management….), ‘primary 
production and extraction’ activities; and ‘reliant’ activities 
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