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What is 
soft territorial cooperation?
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• Strategic medium to long term objectives 

• Seeks to enhance the capacities of involved players, 

making them actors of their own development

• Renew relations between

• Levels

• Sectors

• Types of actors

• Open and Fuzzy 

• sectoral scope 

• geographical boundaries 

• partnership 



The notion of 
‘communities of intent’
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• Identifying issues and topics for which 

a ‘territorially embedded consensus’ may be identified

• Does not presume a pre-existing ‘community’

• Does not imply that soft territorial cooperation 

is about promoting consensus

• Does not negate the fact that actors and territories may be in competition
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Dimensions
and characteristics



Dimensions
and characteristics
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Frameworks
of soft territorial cooperation 
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▪Competence-building

▪ ”Pump Priming”

▪Stable funding for coordinating functions

▪ Incentive funding to stimulate cooperation

▪Coordinate complex relations between territories and communities of intent
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Example:
Swiss Action Areas



Example:
Jura Action Area
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Example:
Jura Action Area
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Example:
Pôle territorial du Pays de Retz
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Example:
Pôle territorial du Pays de Retz
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Example:
Pôle métropolitain Sillon Lorrain
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Example:
Pôle métropolitain Sillon Lorrain
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Potentials 
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▪A guiding principle in the pursuit

of territorial cohesion

▪Challenges the ”fetishisation” of Functional Area

▪Could be a central component of future cohesion policy



Recommendations 
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▪Many advantages associated 

to fuzzy approaches to cooperation 

▪No need for dedicated funding. 

However, stable resources for facilitators essential.

▪Coherent multi-level governance

does not emerge spontaneously



// Thank you
Erik Gløersen, Spatial Foresight 

This presentation will be made available at: www.espon.eu/paris


