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Border as a barrier? 
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Germany as an island?
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 Federal Spatial Planning Law (ROG)

§ 25 (§ 22 nov.) Responsibilities of the Federal Office for Building 

and Spatial Planning (BBR): 

(1) The Federal Office for Building and Spatial Planning maintains an 

information system of the spatial development of the federal 

territory and the neighbouring areas. The Federal Ministry for 

Transport and Digital Infrastructure provides the results of the 

information system to the Länder.

The BBSR Spatial Monitoring System
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The origin of MORO - Research 

objective

 Recommendation for action for a permanent spatial 

monitoring system with focus on Germany and the 

neighbouring regions (border regions)

 Compilation of a catalogue of requirements for a nation 

wide cross-border monitoring of spatial development

 Delineation of a data and indicator model

 Prototypical Report of the situation of Border regions

 Outline of a Road Map for the future implementation
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 Which topics are the most significant for a nationwide territorial cross-

border monitoring? How are they reflected spatially? How do the various

regional conditions affect the choice of these topics? 

 Which indicators are appropriate to represent spatial processes? Which

scale ist the most relevant, for which context? 

 What is the situation of data, and which sources are available for the

indicators? To which extent is there a need for information beyond the offer of

national statistic offices? 

The first phase
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Cross border commuters
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Differences at the border: job market
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Model regions
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Results
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Which priority indicators, determined in the first

MORO, can be used to improve spatial monitoring in 

cross-border regions? To which extent do they need

to be harmonised? How? 

 To which extent can one built upon existing, 

successful cross-border monitoring system to

develop observation platform in other states or at the

federal level? 

How to secure a long-term cooperation with all 

stakeholders of spatial monitoring (statistical

offices, Länder, federal state), and how to

include partners from neighbouring

countries? 

The second phase
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