
Regional gender structures among young adults
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•	 A ‘male-oriented’ economic structure is an important explanation for gender ratio 
imbalances. 

•	 Regions with a surplus of males in early adulthood tend to be peripheral rural areas, while 
females outnumber men in the urban centres and their hinterland.

•	 Regional gender ratios are highly dependent on the national context.

•	 The European core area composed by mainly UK, France, Benelux, Western Germany and 
Switzerland is mainly characterised by female surplus.

R
eg

io
na

l l
ev

el
: N

U
TS

 3
So

ur
ce

: O
w

n 
ca

lc
ul

at
io

ns
, 2

01
1

O
rig

in
 o

f d
at

a:
 E

U
R

O
ST

AT
 a

nd
 n

at
io

na
l s

ta
tis

tic
al

 o
ffi

ce
s,

 2
01

1
©

 E
ur

oG
eo

gr
ap

hi
cs

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

fo
r 

ad
m

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

bo
un

da
rie

s

Strong “lack” of women in all age groups

Moderate “lack” of women in all age groups

“Surplus” of men in the youngest age group,
“surplus” of women in the oldest age group

Balanced gender ratio in all age groups

Balanced gender ratio in the youngest age group, 
“surplus” of women in the oldest age group

“Surplus” of women in all age groups

No data

P
rin

te
d 

in
 J

un
e 

20
13

Typology of regional gender structures for the age groups 20-24, 25-29, 30-34 in 2008


