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Imbalances and inequalities

• Quality of life

• Services of general interest

• Demographic and societal 

imbalances

• Digitalisation and the 4th 

industrial revolution

• Employment and economic 

development

• Interdependencies between places

• Global embeddedness

Sustainable development & 
climate change 

• Climate change

• Loss of biodiversity and land 

consumption

• Air, soil and water quality

• Secure, affordable & sustainable 

energy

• Just transition

• Circular value chains

• Nature, landscape and cultural 

heritage

Inequality and unsustainable 
development 



TERRITORIAL AGENDA 2030
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Inequality & 
unsustainable 
development 

Interrelated and 
interdependent 

issues

Need for 
coordination and 

cooperation 

Understanding 
of territorial 

dimension of 
change 
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Key role of small 
towns and villages in 
integrated territorial 

development 

Directly engages 
with key TA priorities

Opportunity for 
cooperation across 

regions and 
recognition of 

territorial specificity

Scope for 
engagement with 

wider strategies

Importance of 
grassroots/project 

links and 
engagement
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Partnership
• Ministry of Local Government and Modernisation, Norway 
• Partners  - Poland, Germany, Sweden, Romania, Norway, Switzerland, Ireland 

Action
• Phase to ‘harvest’ projects 
• Project engagement 
• Opportunities to showcase examples and build networks

Focus
• Demographic change/challenges Engagement at local level (particularly with young populations)
• Implications of Covid

Strategic Engagement
• National policy links
• Engagement with DG Regio and DG Agri
• Identified areas of cooperation 

Goals 
• Tool kit’
• Policy Recommendations



• Small towns ‘anchor point’
• Small town focus  5-20,000 

inhabitants 
• Engagement and capacity 

(public engagement, inter-
municipal, strengthening 
institutional potential, 
governance)

• Resilience
• Topics: 

• Demographic change 

• Sustaining and access to 
services 

THEMES
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 Contribute knowledge and 
share solutions

 Inter-municipal cooperation 
• Networks for small town 

development – European 
exchange 

• Small town academy  -
similar initiatives

 Capacity building  - effective 
and efficient development 

• Analytics and strategic 
planning 

 Link to pilot action on lagging 
regions  (focus on urban rural 
partnerships)
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Strategic

Territorial Deliverable

Resilience



BALANCED 
EUROPE

FUNCTIONAL 
REGIONS

INTEGRATION 
BEYOND BORDERS

HEALTHY 
ENVIRONMENT

CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY

SUSTAINABLE 
CONNECTIONS

JUST 
EUROPE

GREEN 
EUROPE

ESPON is supporting all pilot actions under 
the TA 2030 framework

PowerPoint template 16:910 21-Apr-22

Cross-border 
spatial planning: a 

vision for a zero-carbon 
cross-border functional 

region

Climate action
in Alpine 
towns

Climate 
change adaptation 

and resilience 
through landscape 

transition 

A future for 
lagging regions

Region-focused 
Territorial 

Impact Assessment
Small places 

matter + other PA
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What could ESPON offer TA pilot actions?

Develop tailored info-packs, gathering ESPON territorial 
evidence & knowledge

Support partnership building, activating ESPON 
networks

Quick support on evidence production: case study, 
peer learning, transnational seminar etc.

Short-term support 
(final months of the ESPON 2020)

Fill knowledge gaps through tailor-made ESPON 
territorial evidence 

Address specific policy questions through ESPON 
targeted analyses and case studies

Long-term support (ESPON 2030)



ESPON
EGTC

Territorial 
Agenda 

2030

An approach 
to new life to 

rural areas

PowerPoint template 16:912

ESPON links the TA 2030 PRIORITIES
to the FUTURE OF RURAL AREAS

Use evidence, data and policy recommendation to 
support TA2030 priorities

Promote a multi-level governance approach to 
involve all key players

Claim opportunities for a smart approach to 
rural areas’ assets

Contributing to the process of developing
a Long-Term Vision for Rural Areas
in a joint effort with the Portuguese Presidency
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ESPON’s possible contributions to the PA

Develop an info pack to create an 

EU overview
• building on specific evidence

• building on specific examples of good 

practices

• listing policy recommendations (checklist 

approach) 

easy-to-use ESPON evidence and knowledge 

collection

Territorial Agenda
2030

Small Places 
Matter

focus domains



// Thank you
irene.mcmaster@strath.ac.uk

andreea.china@espon.eu

mailto:irene.mcmaster@strath.ac.uk
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