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Planning instruments in the Norwegian planning system 
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An overview of the Norwegian planning system with the different planning instruments and their
respective authority. For building permits and detailed zoning plans, the municipality is the
authority, but processes are mostly initiated by private actors (Ridderström, 2018) 



The Planning and Building Act of 2008 

• became an opportunity to 
implement digitalization into 
planning legislation

• determines the different land-use 
categories available for plans

• Land use maps have been 
standardized for many years
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Status – digital spatial planning process

• Digital land use plan/maps
• Standardized vector data, GML format

• Digital Plan provisions (regulations)
standardized text file 
machine readable if possible (XML format)
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Knytter sammen informasjon fra kart og dokumenter - digitale 
planbestemmelser 

Knytning kart-bestemmelser 
vha. feltkode



Digital plan register 
• the law requires all municipalities 

to have a plan register that 
contains information on current 
land-use plans and other 
regulations which determines land-
use (Planning- and Building Act, 
2008, § 2-2).

• 356 municipalities
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"Dream plans" - pilots

Simplify a land use plan

• The aim is to make plans readable
for everybody from their own
home.

• Potential to minimize the time spent 
for municipalities to guide and inform
end users in building permits
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"Joint service PLAN" -
digital notification of a new plan to be starting
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Questions?
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