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Targeted 

analysis 

POLYCE in 

Brief

Polyce analyzed five 

Central European 

capital cities and their 

functionally related 

surrounding areas: 

Bratislava, Budapest, 

Ljubljana, Praha, and 

Wien.
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Map 2: Metropolitan territory of the POLYCE capital cities 

2.1 Flows & Interactions between Central European Metropolises 

Since  spatial distances and accessibilities  strongly determine economic activities,  it  is necessary  to 
consider travel  times as an  important determining  factor of actual  flows and  interactions between 
different  cities.  An  overview  on  average  travel  times  between  the  five  cities  proves  the  central 
location of Wien and Bratislava within the CED‐zone, which is expressed by the shortest travel time 
to  the other partner  cities. Additionally,  the  immediate  vicinity of  two  ‘twin‐cities’  implicates  very 
good  accessibility  with  each  other.  Contrary,  Praha  and  Ljubljana  as  the  northern  and  southern 
outposts  of  the  region  are  less  connected  to  the  other  partner  cities,  which means much  longer 
travel  times  (especially  by  train).  The  distances  between Wien,  Budapest  and  Bratislava  are  short 
enough to allow one‐day‐trips for business meetings both by car and by train. The distances between 
this central triangle on the one hand and Praha and Ljubljana on the other are long enough to allow 
reasonable and competitive air connections. Moreover, rail connections between the five cities are 
characterized by different quality of rail infrastructure with a huge need to catch up in some areas. 
Most connections have a satisfying supply of direct trains and a reasonable travel speed between 75 
and  95  km/h,  which  is,  however,  still  very  low  in  relation  to  comparable  polycentric  regions  in 
Western Europe. In spite of the low travel speed the 5 POLYCE cities are still well connected to the 
MEGAs in the Pentagon. In order to remain competitive with air traffic, rail infrastructure in the CED‐
zone will need strong improvements in the near future. 



Targeted analysis POLYCE in Brief

■ The project emerged from the related city administrations’ wish for 

researching the cities’ future competitive and cooperative potentials 

among each other and towards other metropolises.

■ Recommendations for Smart Central European Metropolises = 

metropolitan agendas

■ The agendas are meant as suggestions for promising future 

activities for the five Central European metropolises.



Results of the project and their applications

■ The twin city concept Vienna-Bratislava

■ Smart agenda

■ Project BAUM



The twin city concept Vienna-Bratislava

■ Vienna and Bratislava are the two closest capital cities in the world

■ Even closer than Helsinki and Talinn

■ The concept of “Twin cities“ was popular among politicians  and in 

the media

■ But it is just a political concept without any data supporting this 

imagination.

■ The same category as CENTROPE, Golden Triangel, Blue 

Bananna, Red octopus...

■ PROOVED BY POLYCE

■ Real twin cities in the Region: Buda and Pest, Komárno and 

Komárom, Štúrovo and Esztergom...





Smart agenda

■ Polyce defined recommendations for smart urban development

■ Smart City Wien Framework Strategy was adopted by the Vienna 

City Council on June 2014.

■ Meeting of city administration directors in June 2016 in Bratislava

■ Smart strategy as main theme

■ Bratislava starting to elaborate a „smart twin strategy“

■ A smart strategy attached to that of Vienna



Project BAUM

■ Reccomendation by 

Polyce: Metropolitan 

Bratislava ... needs 

improved 

cross‐border 

governance 

approaches...



www.bratislava.sk

Project BAUM



www.bratislava.sk

Project BAUM 2017-2020

■ next project in program 2014-2020 (still hasn't started)

■ main focus on: exchange of Information, cooperation, participation

■ planned activities:

■ To establish a common office in Bratislava, led by one person 

from Slovakia an one form Austria

■ Set up a expert panel – repetition of good practice from the past

■ To regulary organise Regional forum / Mayors conference = 

meeting of the politician representing the lowest level

■ urban walks – focused on crossborder themes



www.bratislava.sk

Thank you for your attention

elaborated by: Marek Dinka, Division of spatial planning, city of Bratislava


