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ESPON Tools in the MAWP
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MAWP - SO3: 

▪ ”Create and/or maintain at least eight (8) territorial observation, monitoring 

and analytical online tools” resulting in ” a more integrated and easy to use 

toolbox of ESPON” ”to assist policymakers, practitioners and experts in 

freely accessing and interrogating territorial indicators and data”.

▪ The main target groups to be addressed shall be as follows:

▪ European, national, regional and local public authorities

▪ authorities implementing European funding programmes for regions, 

▪ cross-border areas

▪ transnational areas (including macro-regions)



ESPON Tools for territorial 
analysis
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ESPON activities 
result with various 
types of findings

• Data
• Maps
• Methodologies
• Policy observations
• Policy 

recommendations

With different 
reasons why to 

communicate

• Guide & learn
• Explore & analyse
• Design, create & 

communicate

And possible 
ways how to 
communicate

• Report
• Web application
• Participatory 

approach
• Teaching



Tools to be discussed
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▪ Existing tools:

▪ MapFinder

▪ Territorial Review

▪ ESPON 2020 Database Portal

▪ TIA Tool

▪ e-Learning (TIA) 

▪ New ideas for tools:

▪ Territorial foresight

▪ ACTAREA

▪ Public MapKits

▪ Inner Peripheries



ESPON Tools –
existing
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MapFinder
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▪ The main objective of the SO3 activity “MapFinder” was:

▪ to easily and fast search, display, zoom-in and download maps from ESPON 

projects and reports

▪ to support the use of maps

▪ The activity delivered:

▪ a user-friendly web application that offers the above and as well the possibility  

▪ to create a list of favourite maps

▪ to compare maps side-by-side

▪ accompanying short interpretations and key observations of the map tailor-made for 

policy-makers and policy development

Finding

Maps and policy 
observations

Reason

Explore & 
analyse

Way

Web application
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Territorial Review
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▪ The main objective of the European Territorial Review is:

▪ To synthesise findings of ESPON applied research and targeted analyses 

undertaken up to summer 2017

▪ The activity delivered:

▪ A report (pdf and hard copy)

▪ A web application to create tailor made reports focusing on specific fields of 

interest

Finding

Policy
observations and 
recommendations

Reason

Explore & analyse

Way

Web application
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ESPON 2020 
Database Portal
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Database Portal
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▪ The main objective of the SO3 activity “ESPON 2020 Database Portal” was:

▪ To upgrade and update the ESPON Database Portal giving users easy access to 

different types of data and data-related functionalities relevant for territorial analysis 

and monitoring

▪ The activity delivered with delivery D3, among others:

▪ A renewed user interface with search, download and upload components

▪ Web services

▪ Core indicators

Finding

Data

Reason

Explore, analyse, 
design and create

Way

Web application



ESPON 2020 DB Portal - tools

PowerPoint template 4:312 6/5/2018

ESPON 
2013

DB

Search

Core
Eurostat+

ESPON 
2020

Browse

Select

Quick 
look

Files

Web 
services

Acquire Explore CommunicateStore

Nomenclatures, standard formats

Finding

Data

Reason

Explore, analyse, 
design and create

Way

Web application

200+

40-50

200+



ESPON 2020 DB Portal
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Finding

Data

Reason

Explore, analyse, 
design and create

Way

Web application



ESPON & Core indicators
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▪ Essential ESPON indicators

▪ Documented (genealogy of parent indicators)

▪ Structured (e.g. multiple ages classes discoverable

as one multi-indicator ”population by age”)

▪ Core indicators (mainly from Eurostat)

▪ Up-to-date (monthly)

▪ Gaps filled



Key 2020 indicators - criteria
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▪ An innovative policy-relevant 
indicator 

▪ presented in a standard 

territorial nomenclature

▪ whose calculation process is 

well-documented (with other 

so-called ‘background’ indicators) 

and quality checked;

▪ which covers (or had the ambition 

to cover) the entire ESPON 

space (EU28+4) or a policy-

relevant portion of the 

ESPON space (macro-regions, 

transnational cooperation 

programmes, etc.)



Example
ESPON project World in Europe
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1 dataset

Regional incoming FDI in Europe (2003-2015)

18 indicators

Indicator 1

Indicator 2

Indicator 3

Indicator 4

Indicator 5 Indicator 6

Indicator 7

Indicator 8Indicator 9

Indicator 10

Indicator 11
Indicator 12

Indicator 13

Indicator 14

Indicator 15

Indicator 16

Indicator 17

Indicator 18



Example
ESPON project World in Europe

PowerPoint template 4:317 6/5/2018

Total deal value in 
thousand EUR, both 

Greenfield projects and 
M&A deals (2003-

2015)

Origin

FDI deal value from intra-Europe 

FDI deal value from extra-Europe

Type

FDI deal value that is Greenfield

FDI deal value that is M&A

Time

FDI deal value between 2003 and 2009

FDI deal value between 2010 and 2015

Sectors

FDI deal value in manufacturing

FDI deal value in services

FDI deal value in other sectors

Level one

1 indicator

(multi)

Level two

4 indicators

(dimensions)

Level three

9 indicators

(classes)



Example
ESPON project World in Europe

PowerPoint template 4:318 6/5/2018

Regional incoming FDI in Europe (2003-
2015) (ESPON World in Europe)

Total deal value in thousand EUR, both 
Greenfield projects and M&A deals (2003-

2015)

Total number of projects in region (2003-
2015)

1 dataset 2 indicators

Access made simplier!



«Analysis-ready data»
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▪Trusted

▪GIS readable open formats



ESPON TIA tool
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TIA Tool
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▪ The main objective of the SO3 activity “ESPON TIA Tool Update” was:

▪ To further develop and maintain an interactive and user-friendly ESPON TIA web 

application that can be used to support TIA workshops

▪ To give support to TIA workshops 

▪ To give training to potential moderators of the ESPON TIA tool

▪ The activity delivered, among others:

▪ Possibility to carry out TIA with a specific focus on urban areas, cross-border areas 

and user-defined areas

▪ Easier user-interface with 4 steps

▪ New Functionalities, such as expert voting, aggregated maps, various normalisation 

methods and various graphical displays

▪ Support to nine TIA workshops

Finding

Method

Reason

Explore, analyse, 
and communicate

Way

Web application



Conceptual model: 
Brainstorming
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economy

society

environment

governance

Creating a systemic picture linking 

the policy proposal with territorial effects



Expert judgement on the 
exposure caused by the policy
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For indicators selected according to the systemic picture



Which regions will be hit in 
which fields?

ESPON TIA Quick Check26 28/05/2018

Source: Committee of the Regions,

TIA Workshop “Work-life balance directive”, 

11th October 2017, Brussels



e-Learing
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▪ The main objective was:

▪ to raise awareness and demonstrate the capabilities and added value of performing 

an ex-ante analysis of the potential impact and territorial effects of a specific policy 

or legislation on the development of regions by examining all relevant indicators

▪ The activity delivered:

▪ Two webinars

▪ 126 persons registered (52% policy makers, 21% academic/research. 27% rest)

▪ 77 connections for the first webinar; 38 the second (some people followed a 

webinar through one connection)

▪ The e-learning activity was rated 4.1 out of 5

▪ Web page: https://www.espon.eu/e-learning-tia

Finding

Method

Reason

Guide & learn

Way

Teaching & 
Web application

https://www.espon.eu/e-learning-tia


ESPON Tools –
new ideas
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PROFECY
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▪ The main objective of the SO1 activity “Inner Peripheries” was

▪ to develop strategies for inner peripheries at European level to overcome their 

marginalising effects

▪ The activity delivered, besides the normal reports: 

▪ a handbook to provide a short synthesis of the main insights along the following 

questions:

▪ Where are inner peripheries located?

▪ Why is this phenomenon occurring? 

▪ How to deal with it?

▪ And a learning package, a web application to raise awareness about the inner 

peripheries and its consequences.

Finding

maps and policy 
observations and 
recommendations

Reason

Guide, learn, 
explore & analyse

Way

Report & web 
application



PROFECY
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Territorial foresight
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▪ One of the objectives of the SO1 activity “Possible European Territorial 

Futures” was:

▪ To develop more general guidelines for territorial foresight studies

▪ One of the deliveries was a Handbook (Volume C of the final report) 

comprising:

▪ Part A – Practitioners guide to territorial foresight

▪ Preparation steps

▪ Interactive participatory steps

▪ Finalisation steps

▪ Part B – Guide to co-creative foresight oriented policy making

▪ Part C – Wider theoretical framework

Finding

Method

Reason

Guide

Way

Report
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ACTAREA
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▪ One of the objectives of the SO2 activity “ACTAREA - Thinking and Planning 

in Areas of Territorial Cooperation” was:

▪ to develop practical guidance on how to implement and coordinate the 

implementation of policies in action areas in relation to existing levels of governance.

▪ The activity delivered a handbook ”Guide to developing soft territorial 

cooperation” presenting & explaining two ‘soft cooperation planning tools’ to 

1) bridge the gap between territorial evidence and the implementation of soft 

cooperation

2) support the inclusion of evidence into participatory processes

▪ The soft cooperation planning tools are:

▪ Institutional mapping: an instrument for the design of the cooperation in relation to 

other territorial collaborations and institutions dealing with territorial development.

▪ Mapshots: an instrument for the design of cooperation in relation to geographical 

features, socio-economic patterns and (perceived) cooperation dynamics.

Finding

Method

Reason

Guide

Way

Report



Institutional map of 

Spatial Development Commission Lake Constance
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Mapshot of 

Spatial Development Commission Lake Constance
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Dictionary of ideas/concepts and symbols 

for Mapshots
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Public MapKit
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▪ The main objective of the SO3 activity “ESPON 2020 MapKits” was:

▪ To develop templates and guidelines to produce maps for visualising and analysing 

regional, city and grid data on territorial trends and patterns related to the field of 

territorial development and European territorial cohesion.

▪ These templates were meant to be used by the activities in the ESPON 2020 

Programme.

▪ The activity delivered:

▪ European MapKits (5)

▪ Macro-regional MapKits (4)

▪ Transnational cooperation area MapKits (12)

▪ Outside Europe MapKits (8)

▪ Objective of Public ESPON MapKit:

▪ To also support others in producing maps

Finding

Maps

Reason

Design, create 
& communicate

Way

Web



Public 
MapKit
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Items removed are:

▪ ESPON logo

▪ ESPON copyright

▪ Blue lines 

enclosing the map



ESPON website
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The main objectives of the ESPON website are to 

▪ promote the use of European territorial evidence towards a larger group of 

potential users and enhance a targeted and direct involvement of 

stakeholders;

▪ increase the impact and presence of ESPON territorial evidence and 

analyses in policy debates at European, transnational and national levels;

▪ communicate and inform all target groups and the general public about the 

ESPON 2020 Cooperation Programme and its achievements.

New in the ESPON website:

▪ A more user centred approach to easier find information relevant for your 

region, based on location, themes, etc. 



ESPON website
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ESPON website
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Panel Discussion
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Questions
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▪ Which tools are you currently using or could you potentially use? 

▪ What type of ESPON information, data or tools is the most useful for policy 

makers?

▪ How can ESPON communicate the evidence and policy recommendations 

to serve different stakeholders in practical ways?

▪ How could ESPON better serve different policy demands with the 

development of new and innovative tools?



Thank you

Marjan van Herwijnen, ESPON EGTC

Hy Dao, University of Geneva

Bernd Schuh, OIR

This presentation will be made available at: www.espon.eu/sofia

http://www.espon.eu/sofia

