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A) Analytical Maps showing the 3LP Territory in its European Context
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In this fi rst part, analytical maps showing the 3LP territory in its European context are presen-
ted. First, regarding the divergence of landscape-conceptions throughout Europe, including 
the tri-national region of the 3LP, second regarding its geomorphological/historical context, 
third a map shows other CBPMR that have been used as a base for comparison with the 3LP, 
fi nally a map shows the polycentric cross-border structure in terms of morphological urban 
area (MUA) and functional urban area (FUA).

 
Map 1 - 3LP - European Landscape Convention and Landscape Policies
Throughout Europe, two major conceptions of landscape emerge: the Culturalist (or aesthetical) concepti-
on where the territory is seen as the result of interaction between men and nature that brings our historical, 
aesthetic and symbolic values of a landscape. The second is the Naturalist (or functionalist) conception and 
is more related to natural sciences (including geographical, environmental and eco-biological sciences). The 
focus is made on functioning of ecosystems.
Two dimensions are superimposed on this information: 
-Whether the notion of landscape has a long tradition and was early taken into account in the national planning 
practice or, on the contrary appears late and is not considered as a major issue.
-Whether landscape management is strongly or poorly integrated into regional / town planning policies and 
cultural, environmental, agricultural, social and economic policies.

Map 2 - 3LP in the N-W European Geomorphological and Historical Context
The 3LP is in the middle of an ancient and densely populated area that can be considered as part of the histo-
ric backbone of Europe. Permanent settlement started in the period of 4500 BC on the loess grounds. The Ro-
man era has seen a development of agriculture in the area. It then became the centre of the empire of Char-
lemagne between 750 and 850. During the 12th and 13th centuries, important commercial fl ows took place 
between Northern Italy and Flanders. In the course of the 16th century parts of the 3LP region began to spe-
cialize in agricultural production (development of the bocage landscape in the ‘Pays de Herve’). The treaties of 
Vienna (1815) and London (1839) divided the 3LP region over three nation states, Germany, the Netherlands 
and Belgium. During the 19th century, coal mining developed around Liège and in the Northern part of the 3LP 
landscape. The rest of the 20th century is mostly marked by the disappearing of dichotomy between rural and 
urban areas both in terms of morphology of space and life styles.

Map 3 - 3LP and other comparable CBPMR and Non-Cross Border Polycentric Parks
The different components of the landscape identity are to be compared to other regions in Europe. Choice is 
made to compare the 3LP with other cross border polycentric metropolitan regions (CBPMR) in line with the 
METROBORDER project fi ndings. Each of those CBPMRs has several urban cores forming the morphologi-
cal urban area (MUA) and several functional areas (FUA). Two cases, even though they do not show a cross 
border situation, are of interest: Upper Veluwe (NL) and Central Tuscany Agricultural Park (IT). Each shows a 
polycentric organization of cities in relation with an open rural area.

Map 4 - Urban Typology Euroregio MAHHL
Maastricht / Aachen / Heerlen / Hasselt / Liege cities are forming a polycentric cross-border structure called 
MAHHL. They are seen as an employment core - the morphological urban area (MUA) - surrounded by a 
labour pool formed by several functional areas (FUA). That labour pool is defi ned as a set of municipalities that 
send workers (generally more than 10%) to the MUA.
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B) Analytical Maps of the 3LP Territory
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In this part we present the Analytical maps of the 3LP territory, (GIS data synchroniezed by the TPG). A short 
description of the maps follows below. These maps have served as underlying layers, e.g. for the landscape 
perspective or the thematic strategies, however it is hoped that they will also serve more broadly for the 
future development of the 3LP and other cross-border initiatives that take the physical dimension of territory 
into account.

Map 5 - Base map
Showing major cities of the 3LP area and a selection of landcover types (forests and pastures). Note e.g. the fragmented river 
corridors, urbanization patterns in Belgium or the coal belt stretching from Aachen to Heerlen, or the dominance of pastures and 
forests in the Southern part of the 3LP.

Map 6 - Topography
This map provides similar informations at greater detail.

Map  7 - Aerial map
Here, the “varied green character“, as it is one of the 5 core qualities of the 3LP, becomes evident. Note also e.g. the larger pat-
ches of the agricultural open fi eld landscapes: The Jülicher Börde in the North-east or the Haspengouw in the South-west. These 
areas emerged at the location of fertile loess soils. 

Map 8 - Elevation
Here, the “diversifi ed relief“, as it is one of the 5 core qualities of the 3LP, becomes evident. Note e.g. the river valleys and pla-
teaus, but also the smaller scale elements like the landfi lls in the “Aachen - Heerlen - Genk - Hasselt“-coal belt.

Map 9 - Slopes
This map is created from Map 8 and was used for fi nding appropriate areas for the landscape perspectives 2nd principle ‚Forest 
on steep slopes“.

Map  10 - Water system
Showing a variety of subwatersheds of the Maas River Basin, going across national borders. However, note also that not all 
rivers shown on the map are belonging within the Maas River watershed.

Map 11 - Land Cover
This map shows clearly the high diversity of different land cover types within one region.

Map 12 - HIstorical map
Showing the status of the 3LP territory around ca. 1850, at the advent of the fi rst industrial revolution. Note e.g. the amount of 
pastures next to streams and the village patterns scattered throughout the landscape - avoiding the fl ood plains.

Map  13 - Cultural heritage
The amount of cultural heritage within the region is impressive and diffi cult to grasp across borders, since inventories are usually 
made according to specifi c national or even regional standards. This map provided one of the starting points for the „Cultural 
Heritage and Access Strategy“ of the 3LP.

Map  14 - Natural heritage
Especially showing „Natura 2000“ areas within the 3LP. The majority of these protected areas crosses the 3LP in a North-West - 
South-East direction, representing an important European ecological corridor and opportunities to improve it.

Map  15 - Regional stakeholder initiatives in the 3LP
The 3LP is a pioneer of cross-border landscape approaches. This is demonstrated by this map (certainly not all cross-border 
regions in Europe would show such an amount of initiatives if drawing the same map).

Map  16 - Land Ownership in the Städteregion Aachen (DE) part of the 3LP
This map reveals that most of the proposals brought forward by the LP3LP project would happen on privately owned land.
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Source: ESPON project LP3LP, RWTH/WUR/IGEAT
Origin of Data: Bezirksreg. Köln, 2012 / Province of Limburg (BE) / Province of Limburg (NL), 2011 / SPW, 2001
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Source: Esri, i-cubed, USDA, USGS, AEX, GeoEye, Getmapping, Aerogrid, IGN, IGP, and the GIS User Community
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Source: ESPON project LP3LP, RWTH/WUR/IGEAT
Origin of Data: NASA (ASTER), 2011 / Province of Limburg (NL), 2009
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Source: ESPON project LP3LP, RWTH/WUR/IGEAT
Origin of Data: NASA (ASTER), 2011 / Province of Limburg (NL), 2009
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Source: ESPON project LP3LP, RWTH/WUR/IGEAT
Origin of Data: Bezirksreg. Köln, 2012 / NASA (ASTER), 2011 / Province of Limburg (NL), 2009
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Source: ESPON Project LP3LP, RWTH/WUR/IGEAT
Origin of data: websites of stakeholders (LP3LP own elaboration)
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Source: ESPON Project LP3LP, RWTH/WUR/IGEAT
Origin of data: websites of stakeholders (LP3LP own elaboration)
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DATA OVERVIEW - USED FOR GIS MAPS OF THE 3LP

Title of map Additional information Country Origin of data Scale Year
Topographic map Belgium-Wallonia SPW 1:50.000 2001

Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (BE) 1:50.000 N/A

Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) 1:50.000 2011

Germany Bezirksreg. Köln 1:50.000 2012

Elevation European-wide data NASA (ASTER) NTS 2011

Water System Water bodies Belgium-Wallonia Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Germany Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Streams Belgium-Wallonia Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Germany Bezirksreg. Köln NTS 2012

Land Cover Various types (19 used) European-wide data EEA (CORINE) NTS 2006

Traffic Infrastructure Streets Belgium-Wallonia Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Germany Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Railroads Belgium-Wallonia Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Germany Province of Limburg (NL) 1:5.000 (recommended 2009

Natural heritage Natura 2000 European-wide data EEA 1:100.000 2012

various classifications Belgium-Wallonia SPW NTS 2008-2012

various classifications Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (BE) NTS 2006-2012

various classifications Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) NTS 2012

various classifications Germany LANUV NRW NTS 2012

Cultural heritage various classifications Belgium-Wallonia SPW NTS 2008-2012

various classifications Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (BE) NTS 2006-2012

various classifications Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) NTS 2012

various classifications Germany KULADIG NTS N/A

Historical maps Vandermaelen map Belgium-Wallonia SPW 1:20.000 1850-1854

Vandermaelen map Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (BE) 1:20.000 1850-1855

Topkaart 1850 Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) 1:20.000 1850

Preußische Uraufnahme Germany Bezirksreg. Köln 1:25.000 1880

National Boundaries BE-NL-DE Manual drwg. By TPG (own elaboration) NTS 2012

Adm. Boundaries various classifications Belgium-Wallonia Province of Limburg (NL) NTS 2009

various classifications Belgium-Flanders Province of Limburg (NL) NTS 2009

various classifications Netherlands Province of Limburg (NL) NTS 2009

various classifications Germany Province of Limburg (NL) NTS 2009

Aerials global data World Imagery NTS 2012
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C) Maps of the 3LP Landscape Perspective
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In this part we present the maps of the 3LP Landscape Perspective. Next to the 
maps that are shown in the main report we have included 3 extra maps. A short 
description of the maps follows below, the structure of the landscape perspective 
and the full text explaining the perspective can be found in the main report.

Map 17 - Landscape structure
This map represents the existing physical landscape structures that guide the location of the gui-
ding principles. It consists of the main geomorphological and urban structures, like valley fl oors, 
steep and gentle slopes, plateaus and build up areas.

Map 18 - Regional identities
The regional identities map shows the 15 different sub-areas in the 3LP landscape. These areas 
are distinctive and are perceived in the 3LP region as distinctive areas. The map illustrates the 
many cultural differences throughout the 3LP area, that will have its infl uence on the place based 
solutions and implementation of the landscape perspective.

Map 19 - Guiding principles
The 13 guiding principles aim to guide decisions on a smaller scale in order to preserve, maintain 
and enhance the core qualities of the 3LP landscape. The application of the guiding principles is 
mainly guided by the existing landscape structure (map 1), all guiding principles will have to be 
elaborated into place based solutions that include cultural differences and local spatial demands 
and developments.

Map 20 - Green blue framework
The green blue framework shows the structures that will emerge throughout the 3LP landscape 
when the guiding principles related to green en blue elements in the landscape (guiding princip-
les 1–8) are applied. Parts of these structures already exist.

Map 21 - Urban open space framework
The urban open space framework shows the application of the guiding principles related to buil-
ding and slow traffi c networks (guiding principles 9-13). This framework intends to create con-
ditions for the preservation and enhancement of the 3LP core landscape qualities, the develop-
ment of the green blue framework, and the ability to visit, explore and enjoy the 3 LP landscape 
qualities.

Map 22 - Overall landscape framework
In this map the green blue framework and the urban open space framework are combined in one 
map, it represents the overall landscape framework that is proposed in the landscape perspecti-
ve.

Map 23 - Guiding principles per area
This map shows the 15 identifi ed regional areas with the range of guiding principles that are 
applicable in that area. It shows which of the guiding principles should be included in the deve-
lopment of local, place based solutions in the sub-areas.

Map 24 - Unifying guiding principles
Some of the guiding principles are more strict in their application than others. The (re-) wetting of 
valley fl oors throughout the 3LP landscape is expected to have some, but relatively little variation 
due to cultural differences (the differences will occur due to difference in soil, hydrological cir-
cumstances etc.). Whereas the improvement of urban-rural accessibility for slow traffi c can have 
many variations and needs more local interpretation.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES PER AREA
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D) Maps of the 3LP Thematic Strategies
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In this part we present the maps of 3 thematic strategies, (for the fourth on rela-
ted to Green Infrastructure, please see Map 20). A short description of the maps 
follows below, the full text explaining the thematic strategies can be found in the 
main report.

Map 25 - Cultural heritage and accesibility strategy
Major objective of this strategy is to valorize cultural heritage and to enable informational, emoti-
onal and sustainable physical access to 3LP landscapes and heritage sites. A pilot project can be 
e.g. a virtual ‘3LP Landscape information platform‘.

Map 26 - Complementary biomass strategy
This strategy aims at introducing the use of complementary bioenergy crops, production practi-
ces and technologies, which yield ecosystem services and landscape quality as added value.
Pilot projects can be e.g. related to agroforestry in open fi eld landscapes, and hedge cultivation 
in rather pasture related landscapes (incl. bocage).

Map 27 - Quality production strategy
Here the objective is to encourage and support farmers and other land users to simultaneously 
co-produce high-quality products and quality landscapes. A pilot project could be a PES-scheme 
for transboundary ecosystem services (PES = Payments for Ecosystem Services), projects rela-
ted to regional quality labels or the development of urban-agricultural parks can follow.
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Source: ESPON project LP3LP, RWTH/WUR/IGEAT
Origin of Data: Province of Limburg(BE), SPW(BE), Province of Limburg(NL), Städteregion Aachen(DE), Bezirksregierung Köln(DE), CORINE, 2012

Origin of data: xxx, year
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www.espon.eu

The ESPON 2013 Programme is part-fi nanced 
by the European Regional Development Fund, 
the EU Member States and the Partner States 
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzer-
land. It shall support policy development in 
relation to the aim of territorial cohesion and 
a harmonious development of the European 
territory.


