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POLICY PRIORITIES FOR RECOVERY AND RESILIENCE
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Majority of responses are institutional changes; a combination of different types of responses in some
countries — e.g. PL, FR

Recognition of the development potential of small and medium-sized towns which can rebalance
patterns of economic activity

Responses go beyond solely investment objectives and strive for positive social and welfare
outcomes



Legislative / Strategic Institutional Spatial Operational

New instruments/approaches Introducing or reinforcing
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. Link growth potentials with enabling complex grand transitions

. Covering a range of different geographies cutting across existing administrative boundaries

. Impact on the way regional policy is delivered in terms of operational instruments but also
institutional implications

. Focus on collaboration and ‘adaptable’ implementation frameworks



Legislative / Strategic

Pursuing sustainability, well-being

and quality of the living environment
as objectives of regional policy

FI, NO, SE BE, IE, LU
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Key objectives of the
Programme for
Territorial
Development are

No net land take by 2050

Designing together major
infrastructures

Zero carbon by 2050

Fair and solidarity-based
economic development

i
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2021 White Paper on
Norway’s plan to
achieve UN
Sustainable
Development Goals by
2030 reflected in the
new strategies for small
towns, mountain and
island areas, and costal
areas

Operational

New action plans
SE

()

Key objectives of the
Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategies

are

Compact, smart and
sustainable growth;

Low carbon energy
supply;
‘Liveability’ of the regions

Increased strategic commitment to
grand societal challenges.

Shift of focus from growth to
development; from physical
investments to reduced human
footprint.

BUT challenging to translate these
strategic developments into
practice.

Small-scale adaptations of some
existing schemes BUT more
significant changes in discussion.



Legislative / Strategic Institutional

Policy coordination to encourage Shift of policy responsibilities to sub-
consideration of territorial dimension in national level / consideration of new
other policies sub-national frameworks
NO, SE, CZ AT, PT, BE, EE

+ Seventeen ‘reference regions’, with each Flemish
province divided into 2-5 sub-regions;

* These will coordinate different sectoral policies
and new and existing collaborations;

* Represent innovative consensus model

* new inter-municipal links stimulated by a subsidy (c.
€900,000).

As regional challenges become more
complex ongoing need to improve
effectiveness and efficiency

Strategic changes aim to improve policy
coherence and increase the visibility of
regional policy objectives in other policies

Institutional responses aim to provide
competences at the ‘right’ spatial level(s)

How to address administrative capacity
deficits



Uncertainty about the impact of COVID-19 and implications
for recovery and resilience for different types of regions

« the effects of disrupted and changing global value chains on
industrial regions

« future tourism trends and implications for tourism-reliant regions

* new approaches to mobility, particularly in large urban centres

« the influence of digitalisation service provision and home
working in rural areas

« future working patterns and implications for urban areas (and
urban renewal)
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