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Polycentricity  
through cooperation 

Increasing inter-
dependencies 

between actors 
and institutions

No single 
governmental 
level to fully 

address 
challenges

Enhancing 
capacities to 
network in 

multiple 
shapes Rethinking 

tools 

New culture 
of public 

policy and 
public action



Soft governance
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TOOLS

Governance tools

Financial tools

Spatial planning tools

Hard governance
Strategic planning 

Statutory planning 

Smart specialisation  
strategy

Multi-fund approach 
and support to joint 

investments



Regional and 
local level

National level

EU level
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Facilitate 
vertical and 
horizontal 

coordination 
of 

programmes

Define 
collaborative 
governance 

and planning 
as a 

precondition 

Ensure 
territorial 

impact of the 
ESIF 

Propose
a policy 

narrative

Support 
further 

research 
efforts

Provide 
external 

expertise and 
support 

knowledge 
sharing 

Policy recommendations

Establish 
overarching 

policy 
framework 

Serve as
a neutral 
mediator

Provide 
financial 

incentives 

Support
learning and  
knowledge 

sharingSupport 
decentralisation 
and association

Initiate 
bottom-up 
small-scale 
practices Create win-

win 
situations

Develop 
flexible 

structures

Ensure 
political 

commitment 
Build upon 

existing 
traditions Create 

favourable 
arena for 
dialogue 

Identify 
implementa

tion tools

Understand 
territory’s 

spatial 
dynamics



Thank you for your attention! 


