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Introduction

Notwithstanding the European observation network, territorial development and cohesion (ESPON)
projects dedicated to some territories of the neighbourhoods, this European Neighbour Regions
(ENRSs) project is the first one dedicated to the European neighbourhoods as such. This is of utmost
important, given the rising importance of the neighbourhoods not only for Europe but also in the other
main regions of the world namely the two leading ones: North America — that is, including Mexico
since the North American free trade agreement (NAFTA) — and East Asia. The first chapter of this
ITAN? report reminds the scientific and political issues of the “regionalisation” of the world’