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ESPON seminar “Transforming Territorial Thinking Through Digitalisation” is organised in 
cooperation with the Estonian Presidency of the European Union in the framework of the ESPON 
2020 Cooperation Programme, which aims to support policy development in relation to the aim of 
territorial cohesion and harmonious development of the European territory. 

The objective of the seminar is to provide new insights and discuss ESPON territorial evidence in 
policy-making adressing the key topics surrounding current policy debates. The main theme of the 
seminar is digital transition and how it can tackle challenges and strengthen development potentials 
of cities and regions accross Europe with a particular focus on digitalisation of governance and 
public services, using digital tools and data in decision making processes.

The recently published ESPON Policy Brief on the “Territorial and urban dimensions of the digital 
transition of public services” will feed the debate and support European, national, regional and 
urban authorities to better understand the level of digitalisation of public services, to learn from 
others through benchmarking and to design actions for the future. 

Furthermore, the seminar will give insights to the newest ESPON evidence on many of the topics 
related to the territorial cohesion debates regarding demographic development, labour market, 
economic diversification and resilience, urban-rural linkages, rural shrinkage, governance and 
strategy building, territorial cooperation, spatial planning and governance.

In addition, the seminar will open the floor for discussing the possible paths for the territorial future 
of Europe focusing on the recent and upcoming works of ESPON and the European Commission. 
With the latest “European Territorial Review: Territorial Cooperation for the Future of Europe”, 
ESPON provides fresh territorial evidence supporting arguments on the need to strenghten the 
territorial dimension of the future of the Cohesion Policy by promoting interaction and cooperation 
among places at all functional levels.

The seminar programme consists of a mix of high profile key note speeches, panel discussions, 
interactive policy labs and policy pitches. An audience interaction tool will be used to crowd-source 
the questions from the audience and actively engage the participants in steering the discussions 
in the policy labs in order to ensure that they are tailor-made to fit the stakeholder demand for 
developing and implementing new policies. Participants will be encouraged to vote on the most 
relevant questions and topics, which will generate real-time insights on key issues through live 
polling of the audience.

The seminar targets policy makers, stakeholders, practitioners, scientists and experts, who are 
interested in understanding the development challenges and potential of their territory in a wider 
context and implementing policies “on the ground” and how ESPON evidence can support European 
policy processes on territorial issues and the use of European evidence for policy development and 
ESIF programmes implementation.

// Context and objective
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Which are the territorial patterns and challenges 
shaping Europe’s regions and cities? 

// 3 easy steps to join the interactive debate



Tuesday // 5 December

19:00 Welcome Reception and guided tour // Estonian National Opera and Ballet Theatre, Tallinn
 (Guided tours at 18:30 and 20:30)

Wednesday // 6 December

8:00 Registration 
 
9:00 Welcome & Opening
 // Priidu Ristkok, Estonian Ministry of Finance 
 // Ilona Raugze, ESPON EGTC 

9:30 Territorial Development in Europe in the Digital Age
 The plenary session shares insights into the digital transformation in Europe and its ramifications for the 

territorial policy making. 

 Moderator: Greg Clark, Global adviser on spatial development

 Keynotes 
 // Shaping the Future of the EU in the Digital Age
  Paul Timmers, Independent Advisor - Digital Policy and Economy
 // Territorial and Urban Dimensions in Digitalising Public Services
  Laurent Frideres, ESPON EGTC

 Panel discussion & interactive audience engagement
 // Paul Timmers, Independent Advisor - Digital Policy and Economy 
 // Anna Piperal, Enterprise Estonia
 // Jonas Onland, Urban Partnership and Digital Transition, City of Eindhoven 
 // Martin Brynskov, Open & Agile Smart Cities, Aarhus University

11:00 Family picture, networking with coffee & tea

11:30 Policy labs: Development Challenges and Digital Solutions
 The three parallel policy labs provide an opportunity for in-depth debates on digitalisation of governance 

and public services, digital tools and data-assisted decision making as well as efforts to tackle rural 
shrinkage. In keeping with the digital context of the event and with the aid of interactive engagement 
solutions, the policy labs invite the participants to steer the discussion towards what matters most to them.

 

13:00 Lunch

Policy lab 1: eGovernance and Digitalisation of Public Services
Room: Grande

Moderator: Martin Brynskov, Open and Agile Smart Cities, Aarhus University
Panelists: Jean-François Junger, EC // Matthew Cain, City of London // David Hope, City of Coventry // Kitty Kubo, 
Connected Health Cluster, Tehnopol // Laurent Frideres, ESPON EGTC

Policy lab 2: Digital Tools and Data Flows

Room: Duetto

Moderator: Martin Gauk, ESPON EGTC
Panelists: Márta Nagy-Rothengass, Eurostat // Michele Vespe, JRC // Celine Berggreen-Clausen, City of Helsingborg 
// Hy Dao, University of Geneva // Bernd Schuh, ÖIR

Policy lab 3: Shrinking Rural Areas

Room: Bolero

Moderator: Daniel Andre, ESPON MC (SE) 
Panelists: Robert Hodosi, EC DG AGRI // Britt Vahter, Võru County // Joan Noguera, University of Valencia // Gavin 
Daly, ESPON EGTC 



14:00 Policy Pitches: From Evidence to Policy
 ESPON researchers introduce key messages to policy makers in a series of pitches, followed by panel 

discussions and engagement with the audience in an effort to bring researchers and policy makers closer 
together.

 
 Moderator: Greg Clark, Global adviser on spatial development

 ESPON Activities
 // Geography of New Employment Dynamics in Europe
  Manuela Samek Lodovici, Istituto per la Ricerca Sociale

 // Small and Medium-sized Enterprises in European Regions and Cities
  Bernd Schuh, ÖIR

 // The World in Europe, Global FDI Flows Towards Europe
  Eva Rytter Sunesen, Copenhagen Economics A/S

 // Thinking and Planning in Areas of Territorial Cooperation
  Erik Gløersen, Spatial Foresight GmbH

 // Spatial Dynamics and Strategic Planning in Metropolitan Areas
  Vanya Simeonova-van der Grift, Stichting Wageningen Research (Alterra)

 // Comparative Analysis of Territorial Governance and Spatial Planning Systems in Europe
  Vincent Nadin, TU Delft

 // National Territories Facing Challenges of Access to Basic Services of General Interest
  Joan Noguera, University of Valencia

 // Regional Strategies for Sustainable and Inclusive Territorial Development
  Kevin Broughton, Coventry University

 // Territories and Low-Carbon Economy
  Bernd Schuh, ÖIR

 // Possible European Territorial Futures
  Kai Böhme, Spatial Foresight GmbH

 Panel discussion & interactive audience engagement
 // Željka Zgaga, DG REGIO
 // Maria Ginnity, ESPON Project Support Team
 // Anina Eggenberger, Swiss Federal Office for Spatial Development (ARE) 
 // David Hope, City of Coventry 
 // Peter Austin, City of Oslo
 
16:00 Networking with coffee & tea

16:30 Introduction to New ESPON Applied Research
 
 Moderators: Carolina Carvalho Cantergiani, ESPON CP (ES), Wolfgang Pichler, ESPON CP (SE) 

 ESPON Activities
 // Financial Instruments and Territorial Cohesion 
  Zintis Hermansons, ESPON EGTC // Fiona Wishlade, University of Strathclyde

 // Green Infrastructure and Ecosystem Services
  Michaela Gensheimer, ESPON EGTC // Gemma Garcia Blanco, Tecnalia

 // Circular Economy and Territorial Consequences
  Marjan van Herwijnen, ESPON EGTC // Carlos Tapia Garcia, Tecnalia

 // Youth Unemployment: Territorial Trends and Regional Resilience
  Peter Billing, ESPON EGTC // Andreea Pop, Icon Institute

 // Territories with Geographical Specificities
  Sandra Di Biaggio, ESPON EGTC // Erik Gløersen, Spatial Foresight GmbH

 // Impacts of Refugee Flows to Territorial Development in Europe
  Martin Gauk, ESPON EGTC // Manuela Samek Lodovici, Istituto per la Ricerca Sociale

18:00 Cultural visits // Meeting at the lobby of the venue of the seminar hotel

20:00 Dinner // House of the Brotherhood of the Black Heads



Thursday // 7 December

8:00 Registration 
 
9:00 Territorial Future of Europe
 The plenary session examines possible paths for the territorial future of Europe, articulating relevant 

activities of ESPON and the European Commission.

  Moderator: Greg Clark, Global adviser on spatial development

 Presentations
 // Territorial Cooperation for the Future of Europe
  Kai Böhme, Spatial Foresight GmbH
 // Towards a Territorial Reference Framework for Europe
  Andreu Ulied, MCRIT
 // Territorial Reference Scenarios
  Claudia Baranzelli, JRC
  
 Panel discussion & interactive audience engagement
 // Jacek Szlachta, Warsaw School of Economics
 // Alison Hunter, European Policy Center
 // Roland Arbter, ESPON MC (AT)
 // Romana Mynarikova, ESPON MC (DE)
 // Andreu Ulied, MCRIT
 
11:00 Networking with coffee & tea

11:30 ESPON Moving Forward
 // Thiemo Eser, ESPON MA
 // Ilona Raugze, ESPON EGTC 

12:00 Introduction to New ESPON Targeted Analyses
 
 Moderators: Garri Raagmaa, ESPON CP (EE) 

 ESPON Activities
 // Alps2050 – Common spatial perspectives for the Alpine Space. Towards a common vision.
  Tobias Chilla, Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
 // Migration flows, Territorial and Urban Potentials Connected to Migration and Refugee Flows
  Stefano Bianchini, University of Bologna
 // Linking Networks of Protected Areas to Territorial Development
  Maria Prezioso, University of Rome “Tor Vergata”
 // Cross-border Public Services
  Sabine Zillmer, Spatial Foresight GmbH
 // Future Digital Health in the EU
  Reda Nausedaite, Technopolis Group Eesti

12:30 Themes of the Bulgarian and Austrian Presidencies
 
 Moderator: Eedi Sepp, ESPON MC (EE)

 // Marius Mladenov, ESPON MC (BG)
 // Roland Arbter, ESPON MC (AT)

12:45 Closure
 // Priidu Ristkok, Estonian Ministry of Finance 
 // Ilona Raugze, ESPON EGTC

13:00 Farewell lunch



ESPON is running an annual survey to gather feedback on the use of our evidence and tools, on participation 
at our events and in our activities. Your feedback matters to us, whether you work in policy making, research or 
service provision. The survey will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. The answers will be used solely 
for evaluation purposes and no personal data is required. 

Our efforts to improve our performance depend on the input you are willing to share with us. Let us know which 
of our outputs and events have been most useful for you and how you have used our evidence and tools. Thank 
you for helping us to serve you better!

www.espon.eu/survey2017

Annual survey 2017
Help us to serve you better!



espon.eu

The ESPON EGTC is the Single Beneficiary of the ESPON 2020 
Cooperation Programme. 

The Single Operation within the programme is implemented by the 
ESPON EGTC and co-financed by the European Regional Development 
Fund, the EU Member States and the Partner States, Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 

Find out more on our website at // www.espon.eu

ESPON EGTC // 4, rue Erasme // L-1468 Luxembourg 

Phone: +352 20 600 280 // E-mail: info@espon.eu

// Latest from ESPON

European Territorial Review
territorial-review.espon.eu

Digital transition of public services
www.espon.eu/digital-transition

Shrinking rural regions
www.espon.eu/rural-shrinking


