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What are UNESCO Global 1

United Nations UNESCO
G e O p a r kS ? Educational, Scientificand « Global
Cultural Organization . Geoparks

* UNESCO Global Geoparks are internationally
recognised places with unigue geology, landscapes,
history and culture. Geoparks are managed with a
focus on education, conservation, sustainable
tourism and community engagement.

* Designation is revalidated against set criteria 2000-2020
every 4 years 74 GEOPARKS /

24 COUNTRIES

e Currently 161 across 44 countries, 83 in Europe.
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A well-developed
tourism
destination

* Cliffs of Moher second most visited attraction in _" ‘- : 3 : ‘ ; “ y

Ireland; 1,605,131 in 2019 a e ' S | |

\ { 2, | /
* Nine other visitor centres c I |
* Strong accommodation & food sectors : TR ges

Santons s e

e National Park

* Lots of walking & cycling trails

* Managed archaeological sites

* Wild Atlantic Way
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What could the
Geopark
contribute?

e Create a sustainable tourism
destination

* Develop a network of sustainable
tourism businesses
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* Measure, show evidence &
generate data to inform future
sustainable strategies
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Sustainable
tourism; a work in
Drogress....

e 2008 — 2012 Four years of exploring
national and international certification
programmes for tourism businesses

* 2012 —-2017 EU LIFE; opportunity to
create our own best fit... bespoke design
and managed locally

A workin progress; responsive to
evaluation

* No fees to businesses
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Code of

PraCtice Energy Management Award
oo The Boghill Centre, Kilfenora GEQ
PARK

EOPLE. PLACE
LEARNING. LIVELIHOOD

Geopark Sustainable Code of Practice Award Winner

Increases awareness of
sustainability

Changes habits and S Py _ T Clkontnearow et

. ho they are: The Boghill Centre is a residential venue Situated in 50 acres
m | n d Sets of natural bogland in the Burren & Cliffs of Moher Geopark. Boghill is a small
innovative company on the cutting edge of Ecotourism in Ireland who offer a
residential venue for learning, training events, retreats and functions. They
are committed to running a low cost and low impact ecological activity
venue. Making the most of their natural resources their mantra is reduce,
reuse, recycle. They are committed to a process of monitoring and
measuring their environmental impacts with a view to continual

Great foundation for
Certification programmes
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m O rt a n t 31#\, GEOPARK CODE OF PRACTICE
FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
p UNESCO Global Geopark
By adopting the Geopark Code of Practice for Sustainable Tourism,

—
e at l | re S we commit to a process of continuous improvement in sustainable tourism practice.
p—

* 6 principles

33 Performance Measures, 11
Essential Measures e e TR S
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 Levels of achievement: Red, Amber,
Green 1 & 2 and Emerald

The Code of Practice for sustainable tourism was developed
as part of the GeoparkLIFE: Tourism for Conservation Project.
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mportant
-eatures

P

* Incremental, progressive
SyStemI deSigned aS a Jarlath O'Dwyer \ % BlrQ|ttaCurt|n

business management tool {/ ir e - g’l}‘?“\

* Training & mentoring

Aine Martin

__malley: .w 7 maura.fay &\ o / i 4 ; o |/£ Caitriona Consi...
supports : ' ‘
* Aggregated data including a . L ol : f B *-‘ “

Network as a unit

% Ciara O Halloran 7 William Saunde / o T 4 “ Oonagh O'Dwyer

carbon calculator for the :;f . - !’ ' !;q m

* Independent evaluation & - @ -

Leave
Mute Stop Video

* Awards for best practice and

Inspiration
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Recognition over the years

IRIS] DMATEHMGEDGHAPch
AWARDS 2014 WORLD
LEGACY [Ty

R D 5§

WORLD TRAVEL & TOURISM COUNCIL @

Tourism for Tomorrow
FINALIST 2014 DESTINATION LEADERSHIP




COMMUNITY
AWARD

And in 2021....

The Code is fully supported by Clare
County Council

The Geopark Code of Practice is
Network’s Unique Selling Point

“an impressive community collaboration
of over 60 local enterprises which has
transformed Ireland’s Burren and Cliffs of
Moher Geopark into a global leader for
sustainable tourism”.

https://www.irishtimes.com/life-and-
style/travel/lonely-planet-
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