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The working paper is
guided by questions

= How can polycentric development be supported and exploited?

= What are the links and synergies between sectoral policies and
polycentric territorial development?

= What are the tools and approaches for supporting polycentric
development?

= What are the advantages and disadvantages of each covered
approach which is included in the study?
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ESPON understands polycentricity as a relational policy concept that...

centric development potentials

= Encourages regions and cities, working with
neighbouring territories, to explore common
strengths and promote more functional links

and interactions among places Polycentric development
= Helps to create critical mass by combining .
efforts of urban centres, while delivering N
more balanced development between 2
regions and more co-operative and g
functional urban-rural linkages i
+ High
- Low

© ESPON EGTC, 2016

Regional level: NUTS 3 (2010)
Source: ESPON EGTC, 2016
Origin of data: ESPON TOWN, 2014, ESPON EGTC, 2016
© UMS RIATE for administrative boundaries
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Challenges of
polycentric development

* Understanding and awareness of the
potential of polycentric development

= Deeper integration between sectoral policies
and polycentric development

 Commitment and political leadership

* Resources allocated
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Polycentricity
through cooperation

No single
governmental
level to fully
address
challenges

Increasing inter-
dependencies
between actors
and institutions

New culture Enha.n.cing
of public capacities to

policy and network in

ublic action T % multip e
P Rethinking shapes

tools
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Acores (PT) Maders (PT)

g Multi-fund approach A
and support to joint
investments Y

Smart specialisation
strategy
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Policy recommendations

Regional and
local level

EU level

National level

Understand
territory’s
spatial
dynamics

Propose
a policy
narrative

existing

traditions

Establish
overarching

policy
framework

Build upon

Initiate
bottom-up
small-scale

practices

Create
favourable
arena for
dialogue

Support

decentralisation
and association

Define
collaborative

governance

and planning
as a

precondition

Ensure
territorial
impact of the
ESIF

Create win-
win
situations

Serve as
a heutral
mediator

Facilitate
vertical and
horizontal
coordination
of
programmes

Ensure
political
commitment

Develop
flexible
structures

Provide

financial
Incentives

Support
further
research
efforts

ldentify
implementa
tion tools

Support
learning and
knowledge

sharing

Provide
external
expertise and
support
knowledge
sharing
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Thank you for your attention!




